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XXXVIIl Foundation Day Celebration of
Rajiv Gandhi University

Rajiv Gandhi University, the lone
central university of the state
celebrated its 38th Foundation at its
Rono Hills campus on 4th February
2021. The Governor of Arunachal
Pradesh and Chief Rec- -

lished in quality journals. Prof. Srivas-
tava said the teaching faculty should
explore the various policy research
and its opportunities.

Shri. Pema Khandu, the Chief

tor of the university Brig.
(Dr.) B.D. Mishra (Retd.) j&
presided over the pro-
gramme. Chief Minis-
ter, Shri Pema Khandu
graced the function as
the Chief Guest. On
behalf of the universi-
ty, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Prof. |&
A. Mitra welcomed the
guest and dignitaries in
his welcome address.

In his opening re-
marks Prof. Saket Kushwaha,
Vice-Chancellor recollected the Uni-
versity’s success stories in the recent
past. In giving more impetus to the

teaching-learning process of the uni- [ ol

versity in this time of pandemic, he |
highlighted the successful induction |
of smart classroom for the depart- §§

ments. Another laudable initiative that
the Vice-Chancellor announced was
the financial assistant of rupees 2000
per year as heath supplement to all
its contractual staffs. Prof. Kushwaha
also enumerated some of the positive
stories of the University during the
Covid times be it the successful con-
duct of the various examination and
declaration of the results or the ad-
mission process of the new semester.
He also shared many initiatives of the
University to facilitate the teachers,
like the promotion of 35 Assistant Pro-
fessors from level 10 to 11 and from
11 to 12. He shared his vision of see-
ing the University as one of the top
universities of the country. And added
that this calls for all teachers, students
and administrators to work hard and
achieve greatness not just for the Uni-
versity but in their personal lives too.
Delivering the Foundation day
lecture, Prof. S.K. Srivastava,
Vice-Chancellor of North East Hill
University, Shillong shared his expe-
riences and ideas on the road map to
success of a university. He stressed
on the importance of getting high
quality research paper being pub-

being one of the many. The Chief
Minister also called upon the student
community not take up their study
just to get a degree but play a pivotal
role in the society by rendering its re-

utmost sincerity. A student should
not be taught merely for his degree
but to impart knowledge and should
try to leave an indelible mark to the
student. It should make the student
work for the wel-

Minster in his address applauded the
University in combating the Covid19
challenges and successfully conduct-
ing all its academic activities. He also
congratulated all the stakeholders of
the university for securing second
rank in the UGC rankings. He added
that to maintain the position, the Uni-
versity would have to keep working
hard. He said the state government
was ready to extend all its possible
help to the University. The Chief Min-
ister while talking about the unique
location of the state in the Northeast,
highlighted the challenges as well as
its opportunities. He reiterated that
with proper channelization of the
policies and programmes conducted
with public support, the state could
garner newer heights. He shared how
the state government was receiving
support from the University in terms
of knowledge sharing in the form of
MOUs and other policy making pro-
cess. The recent understanding of de-
veloping a cultural policy of the state

sponsibilities by going to the villages
and bringing hope and aspiration. He
encouraged the youth to step forward
in this challenging time. Taking about
the scenario of the state education,
the Chief Minister drew attention to
the various constructive steps being
taken up the government to bring
quality education. He stated that
teacher recruitment process was very
fair in the state and much emphasis
is being given as the New Education
policy is going to be implemented.
Governor Brig. (Dr.) B.D. Mishra
(Retd.) in his presidential address
highly praised the Vice Chancellor for
creating an overall conducive envi-
ronment in the University and bring-
ing many achievements in the short
period. He also credited the teaching
faculty, students and staffs for their
good work and vision. The Governor
advised the University to implement
the New Education Policy in its letter
and spirit. He implored that teachers
should be genuine and work with

fare of the society
and its progress.
He added we
should not study
to get a job but
be worthy enough
to provide jobs.
| The Chief Rector
also highlighted
the importance
of exercising our
fundamental du-
ties as a citizen of
this country and
specifically emphasized on duties to
develop scientific temper, humanism
and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

Dr. N.T. Rikam, Registrar of
the University proposed the vote
of thanks and shared that this day
would go down as a historic day
in the University, as it was not only
marked by the foundation day lecture
but also initiation of many important
infrastructural facilities.

Earlier, Governor, Brig.(Dr.) B.D.
Mishra (Retd.) laid the foundation
stone of the Rostrum and Viewing
gallery of the University’s Sports
arena and also unveiled the newly
renovated Wall of Heroes and Chief
Guest, Shri. Pema Khandu, Chief
Minister unveiled the University Sig-
nage. He also laid the foundation
stone of the student activity centre.
The program also witnessed facili-
tation ceremony of the Health Cen-
tre of RGU for their immense con-
tribution at handling the Pandemic.
Further, the University also honored
the employees who would be retir-
ing in the current academic year.

Another highlight of the event
was the handing over of ‘letter of
award’ of Laptop as partial com-
ponent of Seed Money Grant by
Chief Rector and Chief Guest to 3
faculty members. The grant was
initiated by Prof. Kushwaha, Vice
Chancellor to promote and encour-
age excellence in research activities
at the University.

Rajiv Gandhi

oining the nation in the celebra-

tion of the 72nd Republic Day,
the Rajiv Gandhi University frater-
nity led by its Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Saket Kushwaha observed the oc-
assion at its Rono Hills 3
campus. Speaking at
the event after unfurling
the tri-colour, Prof Kush- |
waha paid rich tributes
to Dr. BR Ambedkar for
his visionary leadership
in shaping the Consti-
tution of the country at
that critical juncture of
its evolution.

He said that a true salute to
Dr. Ambedkar would be when we
understand and act upon our re-
sponsibilities and duty to the nation,
while also enjoying our rights given
in the Constituion. He called upon
the University fraternity to always

opment of the State of Arunachal

University Observes 72nd Republic Day

safeguard the sovereinity of India.
He also highlighted the achive-

ments of the University and said

that it had a key role in the devel-

Pradesh. “We must always remem-
ber that the people of the State look
towards us not just for access to
higher education but also for guid-
ance and planning”, he said.

Commending the University
stakeholders for efficiently facing

and managing the Covid 19 pan-
demic with an alternative academic
calendar, be it the timely conduction
of RGUMPET and 3rd Semester
examinations, the declaration of

various results on time and even
the holding of the University Con-
vocation as per the academic calen-
dar amidst the pandemic following all
Covid-19 SoPs; he hoped that con-
tinuing in this same spirit, the current
session would end by June and the

new academic session would begin
from September.

RGU Registar Dr. NT Rikam,
CoE Dr. B Raji, Deans and Heads of
Departments, faculty members and
S senior officials from the

1 adminstration participat-
| ed in the programme.
Earlier, the
1 Vice-Chancellor also
1 offerred tributes at the
| Wall of Heroes by laying
a wreath at the gallery
of valiant soldiers of the
nation.

Alongside, the Rajiv
Gandhi University Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (RGUTA) also celeberated
the Republic Day at its office where
RGUTA's new President Dr. Daniel
Mize unfurled the national flag and
offered respects, in the presence of
RGUTA members.
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Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh awarded
‘Best Central University of the Year - 2020’ in the
3rd Himalayan Educators Summit-2020

ajiv. Gandhi  University,

Arunachal Pradesh was
awarded the title of Best Cen-
tral University of the Year 2020
during the 3rd Himalayan Edu-
cators Summit-2020 EErE
& 3rd Divya Himgiri
Himalayan State Ed-
ucation Excellence
Award-2020 to rec-
ognize the efforts of
leading educational
institutes of the Hi-
malayan States that
are substantially
contributing to the
Education sector.

The award was
conferred during ‘In-
ternational Science & Technolo-
gy Festival’ organised on from
9th to 11th January 2021 at
Dehradun in Collaboration with
The Institution of Engineers (In-
dia), Uttarakhand; State Council
for Science & Technology, Govt.
of Uttarakhand; Uttarakhand
School Education Department;
Uttarakhand Technical Educa-
tion Department & Society for
Research and Development in
Science, Technology & Agri-
culture. The Summit was orga-
nized at The Institution of En-
gineers (India), Uttarakhand
State Centre, Dehradun, Ut-
tarakhand, with the theme
“Innovation, Technology, Skill
Development, Entrepreneur-
ship & Start-up in the purview
of National Education Poli-
cy”, which aims to showcase
India’s efforts in science &
technology promotion through
communication for transform-
ing India. It was a platform to

increase awareness about sci-
ence, technology, and innova-
tion in society and to reach out
to the next generation.

The major attractions of the

summit were Himalayan State
Educator’'s Summit-2020, Hi-
malayan State Education Ex-
cellence Award-2020, Hima-
layan Meet, Science Literature

Festival (Bookfair, Book re-
lease), Science & Technology
Exhibition, Science & Technol-
ogy Education Expo (Where
Science, Technical, Medical &
Agricultural educational Insti-
tution and other Scientific &
Technical Government Insti-
tution Showcase their R&D
and Publication), Science &
Technology Educators Con-
ference, Young Scientist
Conclave, Women Scientist
Entrepreneur Conclave, Vi-
gyan Manthan (theme base
Panel discussions, Interac-
tion and Communication with
Eminent Scientist, Authors,
Writers and Professors) and
Vigyan Spandan (Poster & De-
bate competition, Storytelling).
Other significant sessions in-

clude ‘Drone Technology in
India: Challenges & Opportu-
nities’, ‘Building Self Sustain-
able Smart Indian Cities: Idea
and Approaches’, ‘Protection
pumppey  of  Biodiversity in
the Himalayas: Is-
sues, Challenges &
Implications of In-
tellectual Property
Rights’ & Allied Ag-
riculture Activities in
Mountain  Region:
A Co-operative Ap-
proach with New
Technology.

The award for
‘Best Central Uni-
versity of the Year
2020’ was received by Prof.
Saket Kushwaha, Vice Chan-
cellor on behalf of the Rajiv
Gandhi University through vir-
tual medium. Also present on
the occasion was Prof. Sump-
am Tangjang, Dean, Students
Welfare, RGU. The live award
ceremony was hosted at the
Main Auditorium, Institution of
Engineers (India) Uttarakhand
State Center, Dehradun.

While receiving the ward,
Prof. Kushwaha stated “Team
RGU is committed towards a
collective future with full ded-
ication. Even during standstill
brought about by the COVID
19 Pandemic, RGU contin-
ued to perform and fulfil all
responsibilities and expecta-
tions as per schedule. Due
to this resilience RGU could
bag this prestigious recogni-
tion. | dedicate this award to
RGU fraternity for their hard
work.”

World Disability Day 3rd December 2020

Rajlv Gandhi  University
(RGU) joined hand with the
world community in celebrating
the World Disability Day on 03
Dec, 2020; an event celebrated
every year from 1992 onwards
vide United Nations initiatives.
To mark the event, Department
of Education convened a webi-
nar on the theme; Rights of Per-
son With Disabilities (RPWD)
Act, 2016: The way forward
through virtual platform, Zoom.
The webinar aimed to give im-
petus to the issues pertaining
to people with disabilities, their
rights, pay respect, due to
them, and to discuss the ways
their full inclusion in the society
and all walks of life can be en-
sured like other human beings.
Prof. Kesang Degi, Head, De-
partment of Education, R.G.U.
welcomed the dignitaries and
Dr. Akash Ranjan proposed
vote of thanks. Dr. Sumin
Prakash set the tone with a
brief introduction and outlined
the theme of the UN for this
year celebration ‘Building back
better: towards an inclusive, ac-

cessible and sustainable post
COVID-19 world by, for and with
PWDs'. Addressing the
gathering Dr. N. T. Rikam, Reg-
istrar, RGU, accepted the injus-
tices that the common people
do to the PWDs either knowing-
ly or unknowingly in their daily
lives. He further opined that
there should be visible changes
in the life of such people; other-
wise merely launching schemes
won’t help until we perform our
duties towards PWDs.

Smt. Shakuntala Doley
Gamlin, Secretary, Person with
Disability Department under
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, GOI, and Chair-
person, Rehabilitation Council
of India (RCI), MSJE, Govt. of
India, New Delhi as Chief Guest
of the programme cited some
examples like Stephen Hawk-
ing, Albert Einstein, Bill Gates,
who despite their one or other
form of disabilities, whether
visible or invisible showcased
their potentials, achieved ex-
cellence in their lives and be-
came role models for the entire

world and opined the PWDs in
our locality and society should
not be stigmatized as they are
not lesser mortals. She further
elaborated the provisions made
in the Rights of PwDs Act, 2016
as increased reservation in ad-
mission in Higher education in-
stitutions from earlier 3% to now
5%, and in jobs from 3% to 4%.
She urged state governments
to come with standard rules
based on the above act, to per-
meate it to the Panchayat levels
and make buildings and infra-
structure accessible for PWDs,
as disability affairs come under
the concurrent list. She further
highlighted the actions taken by
the MSJE for transforming ex-
isting buildings, transport facility
into accessible form under Sug-
mya Bharat Abhiyan. To curb
stress, anxiety, suicidal tenden-
cies among youths with disabili-
ties Kiran helpline had been es-
tablished, that gives support in
13 Indian languages and a new
National Institute at Shehore, M.P.
is underwayfor Mental Health
...................... Contd. on page 3

National e-Conclave
on Vijay Diwas
conducted by RGU

Rajiv Gandhi University
observed the histori-
cal occasion of Vijay Diwas
(Victory Day) on 16th De-
cember, 2020 by organizing
different events. To mark
the occasion, a Ceremonial
Pay of Homage to the mar-
tyrs was conducted at the
site of 'Wall of Heroes’ at
9.00 a.m. sharp. All faculty
members and the officers
of the university took part
in paying of the floral tribute
to the martyrs of the Armed
Forces. The Department of
Music & Fine Arts made nec-
essary arrangements to play
the Bhajan, “Raghupati Ra-
ghav Raja Ram” and also ar-
ranged flowers at the venue.

Further, in order to com-
memorate the ’Victory’ day,
the Departments of Social
Work and Sociology joint-
ly organized a one day on-
line virtual e- conclave on
the theme “Valour of Indian
Armed Forces and Ending
the Genocide by the Paki-
stan Army in Bangladesh
on 16 December, 1971: So-
cio- Political Ramifications
in South Asia” at 11.30 a.m.
The Hon’ble Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh & the
Chief Rector of Rajiv Gand-
hi University, Brigadier (Dr.)
B.D. Mishra (Retd.) presided
over the programme. Galaxy
of personalities joined the
e-conclave. Shri Pema Khan-
du, Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Arunachal Pradesh graced
the occasion as the Chief
Guest, while Shri Chow-
na Mein, Hon’ble Deputy
Chief Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh was the Guest of
Honour. Lt. General, Shri
R.P. Kalita, AVSM, SM, VSM,
GOC 3 Corps addressed the
august hall as the Keynote
speaker, Air Marshal (Retd.),
Shri Pranab Kumar Barbora,
former Chancellor of Rajiv
Gandhi University was the
Special Guest enriching the
participants through insight-
ful deliberations.

The national e-conclave
aimed to directly bene-
fit academia, researchers,
students, NCC Cadets and
armed forces personnel
through informative, brain-
storming, insightful and
thought-provoking delib-
erations from leading pro-
fessionals of Indian Armed
Forces. The intended bene-
ficiaries included Principals
of Colleges, Educators &
Learners from NCC Units,
Sainik Schools, Social Sci-
ence Researchers and De-
velopment Professionals
located across North East
India. Live web sessions was
conducted through Google
Meet Platform.

Rajiv Gandhi University
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RGU holds Faculty Interaction Session

he Rajiv Gandhi Univer-

sity organized an Interac-
tive Session with all its Faculty
members, including its Guest
Faculty at the University Con-
vention Hall on 6th January
2021.

Speaking at
Vice-Chancellor, RGU, Prof.
Saket Kushwaha said, “As
teachers and researchers, we
need to get an edge over oth-
er people. We cannot lose our
guard now. After achieving the
2nd ranking amongst the coun-
try’s Universities, the whole
world is watching us and we
must do the right thing at the
right time.” Calling for seamless
teamwork across departments
and the administration, Prof
Kushwaha called upon the fac-
ulty members to never be casu-
al and always maintain integrity
and discipline in one’s profes-
sion. Announcing that new lap-
tops would be issued soon to
each faculty member, he said
that as we learn to live with
the new normal and get used
to working in blended modes,

the event,

technology and communication
tools would become our ally.
He later said that the University
would announce a decision on
the continuation of classes and
re-opening of hostels, if found
to be judicious in view of the
pandemic situation.

Earlier in his introductory
remarks, Registrar Dr NT Ri-
kam called upon the faculty to
exhibit all sincerity, dedication
and commitment in their duties
and responsibilities. Giving con-
text to the event, he said that
core idea was to know from the
faculty members their views on
taking the University forward.

In his address, Pro
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Amitava
Mitra emphasized on the signif-
icance of this first offline, face-
to-face program in the last one
year. “While we have continued
the University’s tradition of con-
ducting the Convocation annu-
ally in a blended mode recently,
we must also take measured
steps towards opening up the
University so that students can
benefit from classroom teach-

ing and interaction,” he added.
During the interactive ses-
sion chaired by the Vice-Chan-
cellor, senior Deans, Directors
of institutes, Heads of depart-
ments as well as young faculty
members shared their views on
the matter of re-opening of the
University in offline mode and
the challenges faced due to the
COVID-19 guidelines.
Elaborating on the need for
hostels to re-open in a calibrat-
ed manner, along with class-
es, various faculty members
emphasized that health and
adherence to Covid-19 SoPs
was priority. While reiterating
that online classes do not have
the same interactive learning
as real-time classroom teach-
ing, they opined that at least for
practical based disciplines, hos-
tels may be re-opened.
Moderator of the event, Moji
Riba, HoD, Mass Communica-
tion underlined that while the
Covid-19 pandemic had turned
our lives upside down and af-
fected us adversely, it had also
highlighted the critical role that

communication and interface
had in dealing with moments of
crisis.

Speaking on the sidelines,
coordinator of the event, Dr.
David Pertin, Jt. Registrar Aca-
demic and Conference said that
the large-scale participation by
the faculty members in the dis-
cussions was very encouraging
and showed the commitment of
the RGU’s stakeholders in its
growth.

ABSCENCES, a film by
Spanish filmmaker Laura Rio
was screened as the opening
act, which celebrates the re-
silience of the human spirit
in the face of the pandemic.
Talks by Prof. Tomo Riba, Dr.
Kakoli Goswami, and musi-
cal performances by Dean
of Students’ Welfare Prof
Sumpam Tanjang and faculty
members Dr. Tage Rupa Sora
and Ashok Barman were
highlights of the event, which
was followed by a high tea
where discussions of the pro-
ceedings were carried over
informally.

World Disability Day.............

....... Contd. from page 2 and
Rehabilitation; she informed the
gathering. RCI is engaged in
manpower development in 17
professional categories includ-
ing teacher preparation for Chil-
dren With Disabilities (CWDs)
and has successfully educated
14 lacks teachers for the field.
She put forward the roadmap
to engage RGU students in dif-
ferent certificate, diploma and
degree courses and collaborate
with the RCI as there is huge
demand of the manpower, pro-
jected to be 40 lacs in the fu-
ture. She assured of all possible
help to RGU to venture into ed-
ucation and skill development
of Students With Disabilities
(SWDs) from her ministry.

Speaking on the occasion
as Distinguished speaker, Prof.
Gowramma |.P.,, Head, De-
partment of Education, R.L.E.
(NCERT), Bhubaneshwar, Odi-
sha, thrown light on the causes
of increase in the gap in litera-
cy rate in disability population
from 49% in 2001 to 54.52% in
2011. She pointed out the dual
challenges faced by PwDs i.e.,
socio-economic marginalisation
and deprivation on account of
their conditions. She added we
don’t need to do great things
but we can start with small
things and being teachers
should look at the strengths of
the CWDs with individualized
approach.

Mr. Yumlam Kaha, Director,
Social Justice and Empow-
erment Tribal Affairs, Govt.
of Arunachal Pradesh, in-
formed that more than 33 000
PWDs are there in Arunachal
Pradesh as census 2011. He

further informed about the
state’s intervention in the form
of; issuing unique ID to PWDs
and disability pension at the
rate of Rs.1700 per month. He
further informed that a Physio-
therapy centre is operational
in Naharlagun, new project for
vocational training institute is
underway and CRC is being
setup. He urged Rajiv Gandhi
University to start a depart-
ment to take care of the edu-
cation and training of disabled
people.

Dr. Akhil Paul, Founder Di-
rector of Sense International,
India, as distinguished speaker
elaborated the problems faced
by the disabled students and
what Higher education institu-
tions need to do for them. He
added that curriculum should
be adapted as mentioned in
NEP 2020, accessibility in
admission process, physical
spaces including building and
playground, to ensure acces-
sibility for SWDs. Educational
functionaries, teachers and
support staffs therein need to
be sensitized for Inclusion of
SWDs in higher education.

Dr. Himangshu Das, Direc-
tor, National Institute for Em-
powerment of Persons With
Visual Disabilities (NIEPVD),
Dehradun, India, as distin-
guished speaker urged that we
need to increase our commit-
ment towards PWDs and em-
phasized for strengthening of
the Equal Opportunities Cells
in the universities. He spec-
ified lot of works are pending
in policies and acts and we
have to work a lot for disabled
people. He cited that Bhutan

despite lack of resources be-
came one of the world’s hap-
piest countries and worked
remarkably in Disability man-
agement. He further affirmed
that India can do better on this
front and lack of resources will
not be an impediment to this,
for that matter we need to be
a bit more empathic for them.
For this to happen, universi-
ties need to undertake empa-
thy development exercises,
infuse contents on disability
in Faculty Development Pro-
grammes (FDPs) and involve
student community in inclu-
sive practices to develop peer
support for SWDs. He offered
that NIEPVD can collaborate
to make RGU a Model Acces-
sible University.

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of
RGU Prof. Saket Kushwaha,
in his concluding remarks as
chairperson of the webinar
expressed that we should al-
ways be respectful for PWDs
in our conversations and
day-to-day associations. God
has made such people more
capable than the normal hu-
man beings in many areas of
human endeavours. He out-
lined the varsity’s commitment
towards PWDs and assured
that research proposals per-
taining to the issues of such
people will be funded by the
internal resources. He further
expressed that accessible in-
frastructural facilities will be
created in phased manner, so
that SWDs can have a feel of
pleasant barrier free environ-
ment, get quality higher edu-
cation and progress further in
their life.

Rajiv Gandhi University
mourns the demise of
Shri. Mata Prasad

he Rajiv Gandhi Uni-

versity fraternity
joined the nation to mourn
the demise of Shri. Mata
Prasad, former Governor
of Arumachal Pradesh
and former Chancellor of
the erstwhille Arunachal
University.

Shri. Mata Prasad was
a humble and down to
earth person with a zeal
to improve the educa-
tion sector in the state.
He envisioned to make
Arunachal University
a world class universi-
ty with academic ecxel-
lence. It was in his chan-
cellorship and because
of his initiation that the
Department of Hindi was
established at the univer-
sity.

A condolence meeting
was held at Rajiv Gandhi
Universiity on 21st Janu-
ary 2021 to pay respect
to the departed soul. The
meeting was attended by
Prof. Saket Kushwaha,
Vice Chancellor, RGU, all
the Deans of Faculties,
Directors/Heads of the
Departments/Institutes,
Coordinators, Statutory
Officers, teachers, oth-
er Officers, non-teach-
ing employees of the
University. The meeting
observed a two minute
silence as a mark of re-
spect to the departed
soul.

Rajiv Gandhi University
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GROWTH OF INTERNATINAL HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANISATION (IHRO) IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Arunachal Pradesh is mostly dom-
inated by the tribal population
and indigenous people who have the
right to their own cultural identity and
integrity and to their cultural heritage,
both tangible and intangible including
historic and ancestral heritage. The
Constitution of India has also provid-
ed special provisions to the tribal and
indigenous people to safeguard their
interests. Article 15 of the Constitution
states that the State shall not discrim-
inate any citizen on the grounds of
religion, race, caste sex, place of birth
etc. In spite of these provisions, many
reports of Human rights violation cas-
es are still reported.

Human Rights are birthrights of
every human being and they form an
integral part of social cultural fabric of
human civilization. However, the trib-
al people mostly indigenous people
remain vulnerable to human rights vi-
olation and different kinds of abuses
which in most cases are not reported
due to lack of proper awareness and
ignorance. That being in the fields of
many Social Organizations, | have
also experienced that most of our peo-
ple have been deprived of their basic
rights yet they have failed to take any
reformative steps in this regard. There-
fore, the need of the hour is the sincere
support from Human Rights Organiza-
tions with true perspective because
our people have been unable to safe-
guard and promote our identity. Our
state of Arunachal Pradesh now has
a State Human Rights Commission
bringing with it a hope that the Human
rights Organizations will act as agents
to report human rights violations in the
state to protect the rights of our indige-
nous people in particular and the state
in general. Such an establishment has
come as a huge relief to the people of
Arunachal in safeguarding their Rights
from Violation against Human Rights.

Emergence of IHRO in state of
Arunachal Pradesh:

International Human Rights Or-
ganization (IHRO) is an autonomous,
voluntary non-government, non-parti-
san and non-profit organization which
envisions to uphold, protect and en-
force human rights of all underserved
communities in India and the World

of Equitable Society. It was estab-
lished in the year 2009 with the aim
to work for advocating Human Rights
of the citizens in India and abroad.
It has its headquarter in New Delhi
and is spread in more than 20 coun-
tries for advocating human rights of
individuals. IHRO is also actively en-
gaged in creating legal and Human
Rights awareness, particularly to un-
der-privileged sections of the society.
IHRO has many Cells like Agriculture
Grievances Cell, Anti Human Traffick-
ing Cell, Anti-Corruption Cells, Child
Labour Preventive Cell, Environment
Protection Cells etc.

Although branches of IHRO have
been spreading in every state of India
since its inception, its presence did
not reach Arunachal Pradesh early
on. This year, the Chairman of IHRO
at New Delhi has decided to establish

pandemic, major steps could not be
taken. However, the IHRO, Arunachal
Chapter is committed to do work to
make Arunachal a green area and to
make it pollution free. In this regard,
we have decided to start a movement
called ‘Green Arunachal’ by planting
as much trees as we can. To initiate
this Green Arunachal Movement, we
have decided to begin our program
from West Siang District by planting
one lakh trees in all the areas. Along
with this, we are rigorously raising our
voices to protect the wild animals and
birds and plan to approach competent
authorities for banning guns which are
used for hunting wind animals and
birds.

We have also decided to spon-
sor 100 financially weak students of
Arunachal Pradesh by providing nec-
essary and required equipment like

Alumni Column

its Organization in our state so that
awareness can be created to safe-
guard the people from violations of
Human Rights. The IHRO head office
at New Delhi under the Chairmanship
of Dr. Nemsingh Premi has appointed
Shri Rimmo Lollen and me (Mr Ken-
bom Bagra) as State President and
General Secretary, Arunachal Chapter
respectively and advised us to consti-
tute the State Team through Search
Committee to find out a person of
clean Image. Accordingly, the Team
has been constituted. Shri Ogong
Tamuk, a veteran social activist, has
been made the State Advisor. Shri
Bage Kamsi, a young and energet-
ic youth has been appointed as Vice
President. Shri Jumge Lollen and Shri
Kayang Darang have been appointed
as Spot Secretaries; and Advocate
Yomrik Karga as President of Women
Cell. The Team has since sincerely put
their effort to work for protection of Hu-
man Rights Violations.

Visions of IHRO Arunachal
Chapter:

The simplified version of the 30
Articles of Universal Declaration of
Human Rights has been created with
vision 2020 but due to the COVID-19

books, uniform and other necessary
items as a part of creating awareness
in education sector with a mission for
quality education. Right to education
is a universal Entitlement to Education
and it forms the foundation of the lives
of children. Therefore, we have dedi-
cated a research wing to unearth the
present status of Education policy. We
are also encouraging the scholars and
in future we plan to create a scholar-
ship to encourage more scholars in
pursuing research in various fields.
Corruption is an enormous obsta-
cle to realization of all human rights,
civil, political, economic, socio-cultural
development. It violates the core Hu-
man Rights principle of transparency
and accountability. Corruption is a vi-
rus which may be eating up our state
from its very core and thus might re-
sult in its dark future. The authorities
and the citizens have to work in unison
to uproot this evil. Claims of cases of
illegalities in various authoritative ac-
tivities are not unheard of. IHRO is
working in this field to minimize such
rampant corruption. Our Team has al-
ready got one police officer suspend-
ed for taking gratification and we are
committed to do more in this fields. In

the coming years efforts will be made
by filing RTI and Public Interest Litiga-
tions (PILs) to create awareness and
to minimize the corruption in our State.

Corruption affects human rights
directly and indirectly for example, cor-
ruption in the Police Department can
violate fair trial in the Court and justice
delivery system will be affected. It is
our collective responsibility to raise our
voices against corruption no matter the
consequences. Because of corruption,
our Right to have a good life is threat-
ened, Right to Health is denied, Right
to Education is violated. Therefore, we
must fight against such nuisances in
the society. Our main vision is to cre-
ate more awareness for dealing with
corruption together as a team.

Conclusion:

Violation of Human Rights creates
many economic and emotional prob-
lems. It affects the nature and welfare
of human beings and creates disor-
ders. Therefore, the IHRO, Arunachal
Chapter has taken up all the related
issues through practical implementa-
tions along with considering the rights
that are accorded by birth as Human
Rights. Our pledge to support all sec-
tions of society with right approach will
always be in our top agenda as a part
of our contribution to society for real-
izing human values and human rights.
Our works are guided by Principle of
Honesty and Transparency under the
direction from the IHRO Headquarter
at New Delhi. And it is seen that
the IHRO is working tremendously
in practical way all over the India
and abroad for protection of human
rights with the help of many intellec-
tuals, legal luminaries and retired
judges who are the part of this orga-
nization.

Lastly, it is our humble appeal to
the readers of this small write-up, to
come together and work together for
peace and development of our State
by extending helping hand towards
each other with meaningful practical
works so that we can protect our val-
ues and basic Human Rights.

- Adv. Kenbom Bagra M.Phil .LLB
State General Secretary IHRO
Arunachal Chapter

Book Release Ceremony of ‘Yapom: A collection of
Galo Folk Tales’ by Smti. Gumpi Nguso.

he book release ceremony of

“Yapom: Galo Lok Kathayen”
by Smti. Gumpi Nguso was held on
12th January 2021 at the AITS Con-
ference Hall of Rajiv Gandhi Univer-
sity. Gumpi Nguso is the Hindi Offi-
cer of RGU and has been pursuing
research in the field of Galo Folk
Tales. The ceremony was chaired
by Prof. Saket Kushwaha, Vice
Chancellor, RGU while Er. Tanga
Kena, President, Galo Welfare So-
ciety (GWS), graced the occasion
as Chief Guest. Dr. David Pertin,
Joint Registrar, RGU delivered the
welcome address at the onset. Dr.
N.T. Rikam, Registrar, RGU con-
gratulated the author and encour-
aged the gathering to practice Hindi
reading and writing as it is our Na-
tional language.

Er. Kena in his address appre-
ciated the book and thanked the
university for supporting such work.
Sharing his own experiences from
GWS, of collecting folk tales by
conducting online competitions, he
made a donation of pen drives of
collected Galo folktales to the pres-
ent dignitaries, Head of the Depart-
ment of Hindi and RGU library.

Prof. Vir Bharat Talwar, Indian
language Centre, JNU, delivered
the Keynote address and shared
his experiences of working in folk
literature. He emphasised on the

need for conducting comparative
studies of folk literature from dif-
ferent tribes of the state. The book
review on ‘Yapom’ was presented
by Dr. Abhishek Yadav, Asst. Prof.,
Department of Hindi, RGU. In his
review he appreciated the work of
Gumpi Nguso and analysed how
the book talked about the connec-
tion between the human world and
the spritual world. He also shared
excerpts from the book that show-
cased the relation of man with na-
ture. He added that what makes
this particular collection different is
that the folk tales are not limited to
Abo Tani as is seen with most of the
folk literature from the central belt of
Arunachal. As an interesting note,
he pointed out that the first author
from Arunachal to write in Hindi,
Shri Jumsi Siram, belonged to the
Galo Community.

Delivering the presidential ad-
dress, Prof. Kushwaha appreciated
the author’s noble efforts for com-
piling the folktales of the Galo and
said, “Let us accept that there is a
connect, similarities and semblance
between all the folk tales irrespec-
tive of tribes and regions, and more
research should be done to study
this aspect of semblance. Let all the
positivity of such tales be reflected
in and through writings.” Dean Ac-
ademic Prof. S. K. Singh, Dean,

faculty of Environmental Sciences,
Prof NC Singh, Prof Jumyir Basar,
Director, AITS and Dr. S. S. Singh,
Head, Dept. of Hindi, RGU also con-
gratulated Smti. Nguso and shared
their views. Mr. Gomar Basar, As-
sistant Registrar, RGU delivered the
vote of thanks. The program was
conducted by Dr. V. K. Mishra, Asst.
Prof, Dep’t of Hindi, RGU.

The book is a compilation of
folklore of the Gallo community.
Through this book, the author tried
to highlight the stories that have
been confined to distant villages.
Also, through the pictures compiled
in the book, there is an effort to con-
serve the vanishing objects of the
galo society so that the younger
generations can recognize the met-
als and objects used in traditional
galo society.

Highlighting the concept of this
book, the author stated, “Yapom
- a story compiled in this book,
which is a folk tale as well as the
agony of a woman, is a narrative.
This narrative impressed me a lot.
That is why the book was named
Yapom. Many forms of yapom are
conceived by our community. It
is important to understand these
folklores to understand the beliefs
of the Society. The book is a small
effort from me to achieve this.”

Love in the Time
of Corona (IV)

Amidst conspiracy theories and
discussions
of hegemonic ambitions and
global powers
on a God-forsaken planet
swarmed by scums and parasites
amidst a lost belief on a
Greater Design
and closed Citadels of
retreating Divines,
| see the rush of life
struggle and pant
for a second chance to set
things right —
the struggle behind closed
doors
and empty streets
and isolation wards and homes
quarantined —
| know, only love will sustain us
during these desperate times.
- Miazi Hazam
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Mural painting for
‘K BLOOMING’ Early Intervention
& Learning Centre

Name of Fine Arts Students:
Shri Ejum Riba
Shri Longam Gongo
Shri Marba Kamki

Women Studies and Research Centre
Taking a Chance at Equality and Empowering our Women

ender Equality is a notion that

many have been fighting for
since ages. Gender equality refers
to equal opportunities and out-
comes for women and men. This in-
volves the removal of discrimination
and structural inequalities in access
to resources, opportunities and ser-
vices, and promotion of equal rights.
And this has been quoted as one
of the founding points for women
studies in Indian academia. Wom-
en’s studies is an academic field
that draws on feminist and interdis-
ciplinary methods in order to place
women’s lives and experiences at
the center of study, while examin-
ing social and cultural constructs
of gender; systems of privilege and
oppression; and the relationships
between power and gender as
they intersect with other identities
and social locations such as race,
sexual orientation, socio-economic
class, and disability.

With the core tenet of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment being “leave no one behind”,
an objective that requires gender
equality, women’s study is also
slowly gaining priority. However,
Rajiv Gandhi University has long
since taken its stance in its support
by establishing the Women Stud-
ies & Research Centre (WSRC)
on 5th September 2009, under
the UGC Eleventh Five-Year Plan.
The Centre was established as an
independent multi-disciplinary cen-
ter. Inaugurated by Mrs. Anupama
Singh, then First Lady of Arunachal
Pradesh and former president of
Army Women Welfare Association,
it has since been functioning with
the Director as the Head. From one
of the first meetings of all women
higher managerial ranks organized
in this decade to the very first In-
ternational seminar being held in
RGU, the inception of the Centre as
retold by the first Director of WSRC,
Dr. Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri has an
interesting history to it!

“In 2008, when the then Honour-

able Vice Chancellor, Prof. KC Be-
liappa asked me to develop a pro-
posal for establishment of WSRC,
| was immensely happy and struck
a bargain with him. | told Prof. Be-
liappa to allow me to propose for an
interdisciplinary centre which would
work independently. The earlier
idea was that the centre would be
a part of a department. He told me
to go ahead.

For the development of the pro-
posal, | had concentrated on cer-
tain aspects. First and foremost, |
studied the nature of contribution
of the already established Women
Studies departments of Gauhati
and Dibrugarh Universities of As-
sam. Gauhati University Women
Studies was oldest among all and
quite ahead in organizing training
programmes like SAM, TOT etc.
This was a meeting point of the
Women in higher managerial ranks
during first decade of this century.
So, | had selected those women
issues and problems that would be
very relevant for the area of study
in Arunachal Pradesh. Therefore,
among other issues, problems of
polygyny and child marriage were
highlighted in the proposal. Here, |
must acknowledge women activists
of the state and especially Madam
Jarjum Ete, who inspired me at a
length.

After establishment, within two
years WSRC organized four doc-
umentation workshops on women,
work and land relations in various
districts of Arunachal Pradesh. Oc-
casional lectures were organized
with a target to publish them. One
of the speakers was Professor An-
nie Gagiano, Professor Emeritus,
Stellenbosch  University, South
Africa. She was a feminist scholar
and came to RGU to deliver lecture
in the first International Seminar of
RGU. WSRC took the opportunity to
invite her for a lecture. For the vis-
ibility of the Centre, WSRC, RGU,
also took initiative to collaborate
with WSRC, Calcutta University.

WSRC created a platform for
collaborative research for all wom-
en faculty members and encour-
aged them to begin projects with
their respective departments from
gender perspectives. All the women
faculty members then present, were
in the WSRC committee. This Cen-
tre has immense scope to work on
gender issues and policy making.”

In the span of twelve years since
its inception, the Centre has regular-
ly conducted research, workshops
and training programs to help create
awareness about important issues
related to women. Several trainings
particularly in relation to women ca-
pacity building programme and gen-
der awareness has been organized
by the Centre like the Three Days
Training of Trainers on Gender
Equity in collaboration with Raijiv
Gandhi National Institute of Youth
development, Sriperumbudur, Tamil
Nadu in 2013; One Day Awareness
Programme for Young Women on
Gender Sensitive Legal Measures
in collaboration with Rajiv Gandhi
National Institute for Youth Develop-
ment (RGNIYD), Chennai in 2014;
and Two Day Capacity Building
Programme on Women Leadership
and Participation in collaboration
with Rajiv Gandhi National Institute
for Youth Development (RGNIYD),
Chennai in 2015.

The Centre has also carried out
field actions. It conducted its first
out-reach programme, an Interac-
tive Workshop for knowing Issues
of Rural Women and Experience
Sharing at Village Emchi, Doimukh
in 2010. In 2013, the Centre orga-
nized an elaborate celebration of
International Women’s Day com-
prising of events like Special Talk by
Shri.Y.D. Thongchi, Sahitya Acade-
my Awardee and Photo Exhibition
themed “Women in Our World ” by
Miss Neelam Rupa, in collaboration
with Child & Women welfare Asso-
ciation RGU, Women Wing, Rajiv
Gandhi University Students Union
and Arunachal Civil Society, Ita-

nagar. Several gender awareness
programmes were also organized
by the Centre like that of Gender
Awareness Programme for Post
Graduate Students in Kameng Halls
of Residence for Women in 2013
and One Day Gender Awareness
Programme for College Students in
collaboration with J.N College Pa-
sighat at their campus in 2015.

Recently in January 2021, the
Centre in collaboration with Nation-
al Commission for Women, orga-
nized a National Webinar on Vio-
lence Against Women with special
reference to Counselling. The webi-
nar was graced by several imminent
figures fighting for women’s rights
like Madhu Bhushan, an indepen-
dent activist, writer and research-
er; Prof. Shantha Sinha, professor,
activist, former Chairperson NCP-
CR and 2003 Ramon Magsaysay
Awardee for community leadership;
and Advocate Seema Kushwaha,
advocate, Supreme Court of India,
who handled and won the long legal
battle of 2012 Delhi gang rape and
murder case.

True to the vision of Dr. Chaud-
huri, Madam Jarjum and the fellow
pioneers who helped create the
Centre, it has been actively work-
ing with the aim of empowering and
orienting women to recognize their
true potential and to help them at-
tain their own stand in a competing
world. The Centre also provides
personal guidance, legal aware-
ness on specific issues concern-
ing women. Further, it continues to
provide a forum for discussion and
deliberation on a range of issues
from empowerment to environment
whereby the issues, challenges and
strategies evolved can be docu-
mented for policy making not only in
the University level but also at the
State level.

- Dr. Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri,
Associate Professor DTS, CUJ
and

Michi Nunya, M.Phil Scholar

he Department of chemistry, Ra-

jiv. Gandhi University, Arunachal
Pradesh held a two-day Science
Academies’ virtual lecture workshop
on ‘Green and Sustainable Chemistry’
during December 17-18, 2019. The
Joint Science Education Panel of three
Science Academies’ — Indian Acade-
my of Science (IASc) Bengaluru, Indi-
an National Science Academy (INSA)
New Delhi and The National Academy
of Science India (NASI) Allahabad has
sponsored the Lecture Workshop.
More than 125 delegates from various
colleges, universities and Institutes
from all over India participated in the
event. In the inaugural session of the
event, attended by Deans of faculties,
Heads/Directors of various Depart-
ment/Institute of Rajiv Gandhi Uni-
versity, Prof. Saket Kushwaha, Vice
Chancellor of the university, speaking
on the inaugural session of the event,
encouraged the participants to take up
the challenge to develop sustainable

Two-Day Science Academies’ on

Green and Sustainable Chemistry

alternative to the conventional pro-
cesses and to conduct innovative and
socially relevant research in the field of
green and sustainable chemistry. He
also urged the participants to work with
a view to establish a long term, sus-
tainable goal for achieving quality and
excellence in research and innovation
in India. Prof. Amitava Mitra, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Rajiv Gandhi University,
in his address discussed about the
relevance of sustainable development
vis-a-vis UN sustainable development
goals (SDGs) for 2030.

Prof. Brindaban C. Ranu, INSA
Honorary Scientist from Indian Asso-
ciation for the Cultivation of Science
(IACS) Kolkata and convener of the
workshop briefed the participants
about the Science Academies and
their various programmes for science
promotion. Prof. Ranu who is one of
the pioneers of green and sustainable
chemistry research in India, deliber-
ated on the various aspects of green

and sustainable chemistry that aims to
reduce or eliminate the environmen-
tal impact of the chemical industry by
developing sustainable technologies
to make the world a greener place.
Welcoming the gathering, Dr. Rajesh
Chakrabarty, Head, Department of
chemistry RGU highlighted the steps
taken by the department for promo-
tion of science education in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Fellows from the three science
academies of India, distinguished ac-
ademician and scientists from [ITs,
CSIR Laboratories, DST Institutes and
Central Universities delivered lectures
on the emerging areas of green and
sustainable chemistry during the two
days programme. On the first day, Prof.
Vivek Polsettiwar from Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mum-
bai; Prof. Brindaban C. Ranu, from
Indian Association for the Cultivation of
Science (IACS) Kolkata; Prof. Rakesh
K Sharma, Coordinator, Green Chem-

istry Network Centre, University of Del-
hi, Delhi; Prof. Daya Shankar Pandey
from Banaras Hindu University (BHU),
Varanasi delivered lectures on differ-
ent topics as resource persons and
interacted with the participants. On the
concluding day of the workshop. Prof.
Sambashivarao Kotha from Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT),
Mumbai; Prof. B. M. Bhanage, Insti-
tute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai;
Dr. B. L. V. Prasad, CSIR-National
Chemical Laboratory, Pune; Prof. Su-
rinder K. Mehta from Panjab Universi-
ty, Chandigarh delivered lectures.

The 2-day workshop conclud-
ed with a valedictory program was
chaired by Prof. Pradip K. Kalita,
Dean Faculty of Basic Sciences. Par-
ticipating delegates gave feedback
on the entire programme. Dr. Md.
Harunar Rashid, Coordinator of the
workshop thanked the participants
for their overwhelming response and
participation.
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