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A ,,acion’s begotten child

srunachal Pradesh in India’s troybled
Normeast

fy‘_, _\’} Dab,

(Il

\ru0d chal Pradesh, .C';U'IICI: known as North East Frontier Agency (NEFA),
racted the attenuon of post-independence Indian state and political
alvsts after the Chinese invasion of 1962 in a major may. This chapter
:;‘_“\\'_\ 1 :_;cn-cml outline of the recent history of Arunachal Pradesh and
,\ ro understand why the state is ‘peaceful’ in the otherwise politi-
+\ cestive Northeast India. The emergence of ethno-religious identity
f\_ inked to the larger process of ‘nation building’ and modernisation
4 shows that ethnopolitical consciousness in the state is, unlike most

~

.her parts of the region, taking roots in manners that does not contra-
- with the terms of ‘mainstream’ ideology-cultural and political. This
- rer tries to develop a critique of the post-Nehru policy of Central

k:\\\.':’:fllnfﬂt and some other non-state agencies in Arunachal Pradesh.

Island of peace in Northeast India

nost-independence India witnessed numerous secessionist movements.
\orcheast India is known more for such movements. Nagas, Mizos,
\laireis. Assamese, Tripuris, Bodos, Kukis and Karbis, in random order,
\mong others, have different ideological roots, inspirations and meth-
in pursuance to their claims and ‘national’ struggle. In this context,

|
1 e
3urman (2007: 24-40) writes:

e

Leaving aside the Bengali population of Barak anc.i Bra.hma.putr.a
\'.dlcvs:and raking stock of the overall historic-political situation it
can be said that while in general the peoples of the North-EasF have
mixed feelings about their place in the state structure of India and
the articulatjbon of the same with the state processes of the country,
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U | sing the as an iy %
. al group attempy . M
cent 0N bc?ﬂ%] and intellectt gr Arunachal P s 10, %
mese P hinca ents ar¢ absent 10 £ fadegh e %
Agkal ) mo\'Cm

; , :
. . Sh ey % B
pssa)- 5% island Ofpeacc,#m acafﬁ‘ ;idnciclir; pUbhc"N"\
e i ‘ s . \ i rn . ;
mended 28 th; 1111'5 This view reflects a la Perspecs. i

. hbours. Cty,

. .._:~nin the region in geners
restive 12 ¢ of ethniC siruation in the reg! e l'md
n

the assessME L NE

Pradesh in particular.

» in Arunachal Pradesh
ntext of ‘peace !

01 stitutes twWo geographical regions. . | |
The Northc?st ;nlilzl arc,?inBarak valley) and the Hill (roughln:“ ;
(Assam - Bra ”;ﬁgo am, Tripura, Manipur, Mcghalgya, Na %
from Souﬁhp;dcsh)- As per historical records, the main highlighy, ot
jr\clijgﬁ;hla)cmccn the state(s)/kingdom(s) of the plains and the

i - Toog. €
ing semi-pastoralist groups/chiefdom(s) of the hills were - one,
1
economy, and two, bany

raids from the hills into the plains. While the b,

rrade kept lines of communicati(?n open within the hilils andbemm
the hills and the plain, the raids into more affluent plains suggest thy
the trade did not evolve in a regular, profitable and sustainable mang;
Throughout much of Ahom and British colonial times, the nuisag
of raids’ remained a pressing political question of the day, and at tims
guided strategic policies of the respective governments. It Would_bt_xﬁ "
exaggeration to say that the Inner Line Regulation,? the most impor
tant and, to some, controversial piece of law introduced bytthrm

that allegedly ‘created’ and continues to separate the hills from/andtht
plains, was enacted as an institutional '

context and meaning of the repuylat;

The co

)
Aditions and memory attest to thi
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 qeis still in force in Na,ga]and :
e h{‘lc-s d\'” Soac[)' Orgam§at]0ns in’ Mi KON £ -
Variot e to be introduced in the z“'ih

nd bEYOU L. Bhy Ny
own B prades™ e sam€ 1O e Ahom kings. N %"‘:“
. |

ArunaS ding fOT & ained DY o : —

now 4o icles MeLe of Thomas Harris’s 1988 novey, vy M M.L. (19
4 }:Jmil}'c from the 0 ) ’Stl, ; posc, M.L.
_,“ Bon-o\\f[;j s IC\'icd by vanou.}, but not all trib' M, Pub::ago‘ts.i
< 73 075+ . hutc : M b . Burm - -

i LA iy bV ol washers of plains. The [ e o o the Nortk

an lonial st p
e casants d later the Co ,  State, ds r “\Q
. ,o m, an . - 7 k]' ¢
neigh bom m N“gdo.n Posa which was given in kKind (Ahower.c ot‘“h

cars Of 4 by " ¢ ’ is ano
jects O " for c}ﬂ. Interestingly Posa is another areng ! tim

tested Cult
Dirks, Nichol

jsed ciue “h ted now both by hiStorians b th Modern In
cash (B0 a,"scom-cs' e in the light ased i Pt - -

sug“?}‘;]. SSUP -ﬁ,r;; assf\smcrsn Slg?alﬁfsngas with its gnl-:zig%fbgll'frsscnt uﬁ::‘l:; Eg‘{;:?;

an " sisputes 3553 ughly all fe = Nagy 3

bour;c;la;;\ch;% Arunachal P adesh, FoHB e Posa‘l'Cccivinda Itanag:'-a
Megh . .. . ‘. .

cf:fdng parnc_s.ﬂv Jine between British India and Tibet o s &/ e — Q9

3 imaginal) = ; iti i Ual: £ res

) it magnac I DS s India was barcly borper it [

. eca . : 1
in the Iars,:addon ol border with China, of nineteenth cen
the Intc

controversial,

tury, p, 2oy,

Mc Mohan Line dcmarcaﬁng the ¢ Mo, Directo

recise, an up in the second decade of twentieth Inte,, E Goswami,

. p . . ol q Ce ~ N -
iional boundary e B2 . nion directly administ ~Ntyry, A tion, 18
§ Constituent part of the Indian U y ered by th?{]ynion . Guha, Rz
government. ion (1962), it remained und oy Larges

. Chines¢ agngSSIOﬂ /> er the ! -
’ ggggnﬁiffairs, Government of India. . Mmlstry of Ha;nc;
10 Noted anthropologist tribal sympathiser and adviser to the Gove! . :{z' €
of India (Nehru) on tribal issues. 5 fmen M e
11 Interview with Khampti students, Rajiv (?andhl 'Umvcrsity, Itang ' Nort
12 Very Very Important Person; a part of Indian political culture my fhan *.5*550
in Arunachal. apeq Nhshra
13 One of the popular songs of the noted Assamese singer, Dy Bh A Dis:
Hazarika also proudly asserts Assam as the ‘the first province of Bupcn ‘ Mom
where the sun first rises’. It is interesting to note that Assames ha_f‘«}t « No
cal leaders and intellectuals of last generation have a nosta]; ¢ polig. Panil
name ‘NEFA’, the erstwhile name of Arunachal and duringg:;}n'fv‘th the C
they assumed NEFA to be a ‘part’ of Assam. ‘Arunachal’ ; ~Ch tme Rob
symbolic break of ties — political and cultural — with ¢ ) 18ifies the ,‘ L

14 Credited - ith “Assam’s NEFA’ 1
redited to a local singer from Upper Subansiri, Takio Soki. the e E A
has since acquired many versions; translation author’s, > the song S&
;
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