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Introduction

Adi language, spoken by the Adis, who were also known as Abor
earlier, belongs to Tibeto-Burman stock of Sino-Tibetan language
family. Grierson, in his Linguistic Survey of India, has grouped it with
Nyishi, Apatani, Mising, Mishmi and labeled it North Assam group of
languages (Grierson, 1966, p.568). His observation on the closeness of
Adi, Mising and Nyishi languages is much insightful. He states, “The
Abor-Miri and Dafla speak dialects which are so closely related that
they can be justly considered as one and the same.speech form’. The
names Abor, Miri and Dafla, believed to be given by outsiders, have
already been discarded by the ethnic groups and are presently called
Adi, Mising and Nyishi respectively.

All those languages, except Mising, are spoken in the central region
of the state of Arunachal Pradesh. The dialects/languages spoken in the
central region of Arunachal Pradesh like Adi, Apatani, Galo, Hill Miri,
Nyishi and Tagin are closely related and a high degree of mutual
intelligibility is found across those languages. The speakers of those
languages share many characteristic features not only in their linguistic
codes but also in their cultural codes and belief system and trace their
ancestry from Abotani.

The Adis inhabit the districts of West Siang, East Siang, Upper
Siang and Roing circle of Dibang Valley. Certain dialectal variations at
phonological and lexical (vocabulary) levels are found in the dialects




Phonology

Adi language has a phonological system that contains contrasts at
the segmental and supra-segmental levels, Though there are tona
contrasts in the language, there are instances where it is not manifested
prominently in the performance of the speakers of the language.

VOWELS

The vowel system of Adi consists of seven vowels as in the

following:

Front Central Back
High I i u
Mid e ? o
Low a

As already stated, the presence of tonal contrast is one of the
important characteristics of Adj language.. .

Tones: Adi maintains a three-way contrast in its tonal system as
illustrated below:

Rising Tone Level Tone Falling Tone
ménam ‘dense forest’ Monam ‘to  cook/to Monam ‘to fighy
moruk  ‘dry land’ make ready’ (physical combat)’
mangku *old settlement’
kénam ‘to dig’ konam  ‘to sell’ konam ‘to ask’

ig  ‘scraper’ ig ‘louse’




