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8 
Politics of Identity and Home in the 
Context of Indian Chinese in India: 

A Study of Chinatown Days and 
The Palm Leaf Fan 

Doyir Ete 

The complex dynamics of home, nation, and nationality most 

often raises the existential crisis of the most marginal of the 
minority communities within a Nation-State. India houses several 
designated minority communities like Muslims, Christians, 
Parsis, Sikhs and Indian Jews. These communities enjoy rights 
that the Constitution guarantees to the citizens of the country. 
but there are also communities who are not designated as 

ninority communities but nevertheless marginalized within the 
SOCiO-political discourse of the nation because of their precarious 
poSition entailed by a checkered history of migration, settlement, 
nd experience in India. The Chinese community settled in India 
an exemplary of such a group whose history presents an 
uing insight into a journey that is rich yet rurbulent, joyous 
neart wrenching at the same time. It becomes imperative to 
ate and present an overview of the writings and the social 

Stories narrating the complex journey of the Chinese 
ommunity settled in India. Every minority community like the Parsis and Indian 

Jews have their own history of migration as nd settlement in India. Like them the Chinese Indians also 

Period ad t narrates their arrival during the colonial period and subse 
as a history that 

sequent settlement predominantly in Calcutta and Makum Um in Assam. The Chinese Indian experience in India 



v and Home in the Context of Indian Chinese in India 

vOIces contests, contradict and complement each other, 
composit 

nature of he collectivity called nation. (xii) 

121 Pnitics o 

nd what results is no cacophony but the essential 

Community in India is a community that exists in 

a space 
of 

'in-betwcer 

nation, and nationalism. Nonetheless, their stories 

The f sin-between' a space full ot engagements of identity, 

darkest period of their history in India and they look forward 

acceptance since many of them still reside in India and know 

perspectives are as much a part of the national discoursee 

ga 
to an 

acknowledgement of this by the state agencies. But 
nnst significantly they are open to reconciliation and social 

as any mainstream narrative. Yes, the community grieves the 

most signihcantly 

no other home. The discourse of nationalism and nationhood 

which became a part of their very existential identity was the 

result of the 1962 Indo-China war in which the community was 
caught in between. They were forced to confront their Chinese 
ancestry and their outsider status even after decades of co-
existence in India. "Home as a physical space was no longer 

the one that they had known for so long; rather 'home' had to 
be constructed at a designated place where they were deported 
back by the government. So, they had no control anymore 

about what they could consider as home, nation, or nationality. 

heretore, to understand the dilenmma of the Chinese-Indians 
and their interstitial position one must acknowledge the stories 
of their checkered history in India. 

no 

References 

Jeffrey, Alexander C. "Toward a Theory of Cultural Trauma", Cultural 

Mwhra, ayaree Sudesh. Diaspora Criticism, Edinburgh University Press Ltd., 2006. 

aba, Homi K. Nation and Narration, Routledge, 2017, Print. 

.The Location of Culture. New York: Routledge, 1994, 2014. 

Print. 

Trauma and Collective ldentity. University of California Press, 

i, Kwai-" i-Yun. The Palm Leaf 

OWdhury, Rita. Chinatown Days. Macmillan, 201/, rint 

California, 2004. Print. 

2006. Fan and Other Stories. Tsar Publications, 

Print. 

Vijayasree, C., Meena 
eds Meenakshi Mukherjee, Harish Trivedi, and T. Vijay Kumar, 

eds.) 
o n Imagination, Orient BlackSwan, 2007, 2012. 



Also of Interest 

V.S. Nalpeul: Critical Essays, 3 Vols, Mohit K. Ray 
V.s.Nolpeul: Fiction and Travel Writing, Rajeshwar Mittapll 

VS.Nelpaul's Indian Trilogy Diasporie Chronicles, Namrata Rathore Mahanta 

stcolonial Situation in the Novels of V.S. Naipaul, Champa Rao Mohan 

V.S. Nalpeul: An Anthology of 21st Century Criticlsm, Ajoy K. Chaubey 

English Lenguage and Linguistics: A Simplified Approach (2nd Revised and 
Enlarged Edition), D.S. Paul 

Amitav Ghosh's Writings: Issues, Ideologies and Craftsmanship, Bhakti 

Vaishnav 

The Cultural Landscape of Jhumpa Lahiri and Kiran Desai, Kamal Kumar Raul 

The Fictional World of Shashi Deshpande: A Critical Study, Binod Kumar Roy 

Anita Desai's in Custody: A Critical Appraisal, Neeru Tandon 

Current Perspectives in Indian English Literature, Gauri Shankar Jha 
Feminism in the Novels of Shashi Deshpande, N.K. Prasad 

Indian English Fiction in the New Millennium, R.P Pradhan 

Salman Rushdie: Critical Essays, 2 Vols., Mohit K. Ray and Rama Kundu 

The Novels of R.K. Narayan: A Critical Evaluation, PK. Singh 

Twentieth Century Literature: Emerging Trends, Sunita Sinha 

A Critical Study of the Novels of Anita Desai, N.R. Gopal 

The Fiction of Amitav Ghosh: A Critical Commentary, Vivekanand Jha 

Critical Essays on Post-Colonial Literature, 3rd Ed, Bijay Kumar Das 

Kiran Desai and Her Fictional World, Vijay K. Sharma and Neeru Tandon 

Women in Postcolonial Indian English Literature: Redefining the Self, Malti 

Agarwal 
Multiculturalism in Indian Fiction in English, Ashok Chaskar 

ISBN 978-81-269-3341-9 

ATLANTIC 
ATLANT PUBLISHERs & DISTRIBUTORS (P) LTD 

97 88 126l933419 
7 795.00 W w w. atlanticbooks.com 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

