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politics of Identity and Home in the
context of Indian Chinese in India:
A Study of Chinatown Days and
The Palm Leaf Fan

Doyir Ete

The complex dynamics of home, nation, and nationality most
often raises the existential crisis of the most marginal of the
minority communities within a Nation-State. India houses several
designated minority communities like Muslims, Christians,
Parsis, Sikhs and Indian Jews. These communities enjoy rights
that the Constitution guarantees to the citizens of the country.
But there are also communities who are not designated as
minority communities but nevertheless marginalized within the
socio-political discourse of the nation because of their precarious
Position entailed by a checkered history of migration, settlement,
;‘S”i rfxé))frienlce in India. The Chinese commur}ity sertled in India
mtrigujnemp ary .Of suc'h a group Yvhgse history presents ;m‘
yer heangv:,ns'ght'mto a journey th.at is rich yet rurbulent, joyous
. renching at the same time. It bec‘m.nes 1mper;mve\lto
’~’-'nrcx:)0fe ?“d' present an overview of rhe'wntmgs u.nd [ht;‘ spual
Ommypi, Stf’fles n?rratll?g the complex journey of the (jhmcsc
argig andy ;'C:jf_ICd in India. Every.mm()rlty community 'hkc ic
and settler ‘n an JCVYS hayc their own h‘ls‘mry of migration
hay inte ent mm India. Like them thc (‘hlll.t‘S(’ Indians ;ll_so
Periog a}n "}’ Ilhal‘ narrates their arrival L'llll'lllg r.he c‘olonml
nd M, umb'u sequent rsetrlemcnt prcdummuntly in (.,;llcutfu

I Assam. The Chinese Indian experience in India
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tity and Home in the Context of Indian Chinege in India
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(OICCS CONICStS, contradict and complement e
.nd what results is no cacophony but the
composite nature of the collccrivity called n

ach other,

essential
o o ation, (xij)
ese Community in India is a community that exists j

, q .(Thin [} N n
- The e of n-between’ a space full of engagements of identity
e ' ' . . ’
s, mation, and nationalism. Nonetheless, their stories

(‘ L) -

< any mmpstream ngrrgtive. Yes, the community grieves the
Idarkt’St period of their history in India and they look forward
o an acknowledgement of this by the state agencies. But
ot significantly they are open to reconciliation and social
jcceptance since many of them still reside in India and know
10 other home. The discourse of nationalism and nationhood
which became a part of their very existential identity was the
result of the 1962 Indo-China war in which the community was
aught in between. They were forced to confront their Chinese
ancestry and their outsider status even after decades of co-
existence in India. ‘Home’ as a physical space was no longer
the one that they had known for so long; rather ‘home’ had to
be constructed at a designated place where they were deported
back by the government. So, they had no control anymore
about what they could consider as home, nation, or nationality.
Therefore, to understand the dilemma of the Chinese-Indians
and their interstitial position one must acknowledge the stories
of their checkered history in India.

| ~t] ‘ N < | ]
- od perspectives are as much a part of the national discourse
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