


























The Arunachal of today stands at a crucial point in its own history. The demands of

modernization and change on the one hand, and a call for a return to roots on the other,

have given rise to a process of questioning; sometimes even of the basis of the ‘tribal

identity’. This is often compounded with a feeling of alienation and lack of information

t h a t  c h a ra c t e r i ze s  i t s  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  re s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y.

It was as a response to these circumstances that the Centre for Cultural Research & amp;

Documentation (CCRD) was set-‐up by the Sammanoy Gut Co-‐operative Society Ltd.

in late 1997 with a view to observe, understand and audio-‐visually document this

complex period of transition. It also sought to facilitate a better acceptance of the

inevitable processes of change. We strive to provoke and initiate a dialogue on

emerging equations with new environments.

The State of Arunachal Pradesh, like other states in the extreme North East of India is a

vast canvas for the inter-mingling of about 40 large and small tribes that inhabit the state.

Like a wonderful soul woven in myriad colours &amp; patterns, each tribe is distinct in its

language, lifestyle, faith, traditional practices and even societal set- ‐up.

Yet with the coming of development in these recent years, the folklore and culture of

these tribes have begun to feel the pressures of rapid change. In the absence of any

written literature the histories of the tribes and invocations used at the time of rituals

today survive only in the oral traditions, threatening to lose out on an entire value

system that defined tribal life.
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