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~mmodity, the institutional historjes
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have also chhc\' Land is also a source of power and \vct]‘lnl-
nt'C.XtS- The legacies of unc.qual access tq :11:;
in many rurah, 35 ing renewed under t_hC new circumstances, often
onsequences for traditionally margmahscd groups
e of neoliberal ideas, the power relations that g,
hdan(t)g land, mainly through the state Institutions, have

. anacs. As governments compete with each
gmﬁca;lntdti;iﬁ cap?ml» the ability to provide land ch:;;e) r

d ransaction oS, and without much delay has emerged as;;
with reduuc~ U‘f b eing ateractive to capital. The challenge of meeting the
critical aspect (:_ ' it:Tl in an electoral democracy, where those wh -
cxpemuoflsv ° Lilfccd from their land or livelihoods also have a voice, i
in\-ol'untzu'ﬂ)I@IhSePSru dies included in this book attempt to explore the
fonmvdﬁibﬁ: of these questons in India in specific regional contexts,
um;ai\;st o?thcsc studies were initially presented anfi discu.sscd ata seminar
3017 o the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla. We expres
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ourﬁ:iu the necessary support. The conversations around the theme of
llfn‘d and livelihood continued in the following months, and the chapters
have been revised and updated for the volume. We are immensely thankfu]
to the authors who have contributed to the edited volume for their
patience and support throughout the process of dc_vclopmg this volume.
We are grateful to Prof. Raju Das, York University, Toronto, and the
anonymous referees of Palgrave Macmillan whose insightful comments on
prcvi;)us drafts have been helpful to revise the chapters. We appreciate the
editorial and academic support of Mr. Krishna Surjya Das, a research
scholar at the Centre for the Study of Regional Development, JNU.

The editors are grateful to their respective colleagues and friends for the
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1 INTRODUCTION

Jand tenure system in‘the hill are
he ited mostly by the mb?l Popula
inhab: tem that is prevalent In. e p
the $) Sqrts of India, in the plains of g : individyg) rights
Othcf p‘d hol dlngS are tranSfCrablc and bllVlIlg and se 'ng of rights 1S Nor-
over lan t restricted. However, this i not the case i the Iy areas where
nlﬂl_l)( 51011 rights over land have not takep the form of fy Property righys
individua se that there are certain restrictions imposed op the transfer of
in the ﬁeﬁts if not practically possible (Bezbaruah 2007; Mishry 2015b:
thftsc ng;nd,Upadhyay 2017). The non—transferabiliw of holding rights
::;Iil::rsad;e land unsuitable as collatera] tor the purp

08¢ of securing instiry.
ional credit to land holders, which i tUTn acts a5 a constraint o the
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