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About the University

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education in the state
of Arunachal Pradesh and has completed twenty-five years of its existence, Late Smt. Indira Gandhi, the then

Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th F ebruary, 1984 at Rono Hills, where the
present campus is located.

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfi
envisaged in the University Act. The university received academic rec
University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started i
recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March, 1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then
Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself in the educational scenario of the country following its

selection as a University with potential for excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants
Commission from among universities in India.

I the objectives as
ognition under Section 2(f) from the

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007

as per notification
of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acre
Dikrong. Itis 6.5 km from the National Hi ghway 52-A and 25 km from Itana
is linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge.

The teaching and research programmes of the University are desi
in the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The
graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Educati

s overlooking the river
gar, the State capital. The campus

gned with a view to play a positive role
University offers Undergraduate, Post-
on also offers the B.Eq. programme,
There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been e i

facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The str
departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily increas

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial Support from UGC
and other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects have been sanctioned
by various funding agencies to the University. Various departments have organized numerous seminars, workshops
and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national and international conferences and seminars

held within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and distinguished personalities have visited the University
and delivered lectures on various disciplines.

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the Universi
annual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students registered a marked
improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies

| . (BPGS) have been implemented.
VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet
access. |

ty. The switch over from the

Since inception, the University has ma

de significant progress in teaching,
development and developin g infrastructure.

research, innovationg in curriculum
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INTRODUCTION

In sociology, sociological perspectives, theories or paradigms are complex, theoretical
and methodological frameworks used to analyse and explain the objects of social study.
They facilitate organizing sociological knowledge. Sociological theory is constantl);
evolving, and can never be presumed to be complete. New sociological theories build
upon the work of their predecessors and add to them, but classical sociological theories

are still considered important and relevant.

Whereas the field of sociology itself and sociological theory by extension is
relatively new, dating to 18th and 19th centuries, it is closely tied to a much older field of
social sciences (and social theory) in general. Sociology has separated itself from the
other social sciences with its focus on society, a concept that goes beyond nation, and
includes communities, organizations and relationships. Sociological theory is not justa
collection of answers to queries about the nature and essence of society. Not only does
it provide many answers, it also offers help in putting better questions and further

developing research projects that can help understand complex social phenomena.

Like any other subject of science, it is always under development in response to
the changing dynamics of our social lives as well as the increase in sociological knowledge.
The adventure of sociological theory is comparatively new—spanning just about two
centuries. However, it is very closely connected to a long history of social thought dating

back to Greek philosophers, Roman lawyers, and Jewish and Christian religious scholars.

This period canbe termed as the prehistory of sociological theory. Their systematic way

of thinking about society laid a foundation for the sociological thought capable of
understanding and expressing the emerging complexities in society.

The learning material in the book is presented in a structured format so that it is
easy to grasp. Each unit begins with an outli.ne of the Unit Objectives followed by
Introduction to the topic of the unit. The detailed content is then presented in simple
language, interspersed with Check Your Progress questions to enable the student to

as and when he goes through each unit. Summary provided at the

test his understanding : : :
end of each unit helps in quick recollection. Questions and Exercises section is also

provided for further practice.

Introduction -
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

MWt forred to as the ‘bourgeois Marx’, became a sociologist ‘in a long
eber, often re arx’. His work Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft

and int ith the ghost of M
niense debate W 3 ith the Protestant ethic showed that throughout

(Economy and Society) and his concern wi .
his life hé} was engag?e)d in the problems and issues raised by Marx. Though Weber was

influenced by the German historical school———%tself engagedina cn’tlcal examination of
Marx’s (and Hegel’s) conceptions——the main feature of Weber’s over.all work was
shaped by his debate with Marx; and among those who took up the Marxian cha}llenge,
Weber was perhaps the most influential. His main interest, which became a lifelong

i .+ and nature of modern capitalism. This eventually led him
R A fthe economic system of the West but all its major

not only to a fastidious examination 0 ? b LAY 7 e :
social ailldocilt?a\i;l ;:;:ritutions. Ultimately, his analysis gave.hm-l insigh SO tt}e peculiar
nature of Western civilization and allowed him to contljast it with th_e c1v1hzat§ons of the
East. In working on this and other problems: he generalized and rqwsed Marx’s method.

' Voo < at Weber was not working to refute Marx; he

However, it is important to understand traordinarily fruitful.

accepted Marx’s major methodological principles as €x '
ted to him showing the supposed inadequacy

Weber’s refutation of Marx was lnpl _

of some of Marx’s revolutionary conelusions and 9; igeﬁﬁi t:;:rllfr?::n hsourcl;?)ilo:'ls(:
moral superiority of socialism as compared with Cal.)ll o m e N
Talcott Parson’s statement that Weber ‘SO0 7625 'tho Janation of great historical
the indispensability of an important role Of_ ideas’ In i 7 Z):)I:ls Foritim glries it Nfar:
Processes’, is quite incorrectand eVer g impt;f atrans.ition frorfl capitalism tc;
for whom ,class consciousness Was fundamental 1h h-e ; P!

istory. But this allegation about

. i rtantin

sociali : at ideas were 1mpo W &1

Wzgllisi:l’ldld'ng(t)ﬁ?:‘:, gr he retained throughout his life the greatest admiration for
also 1n )

S dogmatic Marxism—as

: tcocoiled’, it was from vulgarand : ’

i\n’lgrx asa thmk.er. If Wel(aie;mr;c‘;}he 2 osition taken in the unit is that Weber’s work must

HOtebeedr, M:ii o hlmsgilzfttilzn of M;;rx’s methodological principles but rather as a ‘rounding
ead as repu

‘ditv of this assertion can best be assessed
’ : . ethod. The validity 0
out” and Supp lementing of his 0 Self-Instructional

b}
Y a re-examination of Weber's work. s 2



tonlong wangpan
UNIT 1

tonlong wangpan
1.0


Max Weber
NOTES
Self-Instructional
64 Material

. Max Weber has had.amom powerful positive impact on a wide range of sociological
theories than any other sociological theorist. This influence is traceable to the sophistication,
compl?xny and sometimes even confusion of Weberian theory. Despite its problems,
Webt?r.s work Tepresents a remarkable fusion of historical research and sociological
theorizing, We open this unit with a discussion of the theoretical roots and methodological

orientation of Weberian theory. We see that Weber, over the course of his career, moved

rogressively towards a fusi i . ]
ll;istiical SOC)iIOIOgy. : fu§10n ofhistory and sociology, i.e., towards the development of

Pmﬁm bY‘Yhich sucha structyre ispl‘t:doufauthoﬁt% but he was also interested in the
Sltl‘cthasauthomy*‘s‘mwmt itis at the cultural Jeye) ;
ofthe world, that Weber’s most iy evel,
Weber’s thoughts on ration,
ona

work on the relationshj betw e
series of studies of the rzlaﬁones;?pr:hglon and capitalism, A¢ one level, this comprises
l(iﬁhetsh? m\t;;(; f capitalism an mﬁmatit;;‘ace;lp{sael?ssxl(areﬁgious ideas) and the developme
ow the West develo s 2 DL itself, iti 0
veloped a distinctiye Tational rej; gz?;o;l;,ert leve:,flt rxs :XS:Um g e,

stem (fo

Owth ofa rational economic SySte®*

lizatio . T
N and varjgyg other issues are illustrated i hus

Itis this kind of majestic nhibits the
s enduring Signiﬁcancryq many sectors of the world that helP®

* Explain Weber’s theorjeg of authr onlism gng Tationality

L Summ 1 4 R s PO . .
 Eval arise the Importan p eters Powerang religion
valuate the sociologica] Ofthe refj

. , . CCtive
Assess Weber’s congepy of soi] tWeb
“alactiop

8I0US systems in [ndia and Chin?
€I’s Works

on'ematior} and psychologicy] g PNt Pril 1864, i 5 typical middle-c18%
comparatively signifjc, 0t pofi - PIent, [y °P Impression on both his intelle
political estab; Politica] pogiy; > father i
’ shment and ag 5 Ositiop, , Wasa bureaucrat who acqull'e
require personal sacrifice o thy Tesujt €sche C's father was clearly a part © lz
e u

. Jewe ‘.
aten hig p,, 'tionany ACtivity or idealism that WO he
Within the system. In additioD

senior Weber was a man who enjoyed earthly pleasures and in this and many other
ways he stood in sharp contrast to his wife. Max Weber’s mother was a devout Calvinist,
a woman who sought to lead an ascetic life largely devoid of the pleasure craved by her
husband. Her concerns were more otherworldly; she was disturbed by the signs of
imperfection which made her insecure that she was not destined for salvation. These
deep differences between the parents led to marital tension, and left an immense impact

on Weber.

Since it was impossible to emulate both parents, Weber was presented with a
clear choice as a child (Marianne Weber 1975, 62). He first seemed to opt for his
father’s orientation to life, but later he drew close to his mother’s approach. Whatever
the choice, the tension produced by the need to choose between such polar opposites
negatively affected Max Weber ’s psyche. At the age of eighteen, Max Weber left home
for a short time to attend the University of Heidelberg. He had already demonstrated
intellectual precocity, but on a social level he entered Heidelberg as a shy and
underdeveloped boy. However, it quickly changed after he gravitated towarc}s his father’s
way of life and joined his father’s old dueling fratemity. There he developed socially, at
least in part because of the huge quantities of beer he consumed with his peers. In
addition, he proudly displayed the dueling scars that were the trademarks of such
fraternities.

After three terms, Weber left Heidelberg for military service, and in 1884 he
returned to Berlin to his parent’s home to take courses at the University of Berlin. He
remained there for most of the next eight years as he completed his studies, earned his
Ph. D., became a lawyer and started teaching at the University of Berlin. In the process,
his interests shifted more towards his lifelong concems—_-economics, history apd sociology.
During his eight years in Berlin, Weber was financially de:pendent on his father, thg
circumstances he progressively grew to dislike. At the same time, he.moved clos.er to his
mother’s values. For example, during one semester as a'Stl.]ant, his work.ha.blts were
described as follows: ‘He continues the rigid v_vork dlsmplmfa, regula.tes his life l?y th.e
clock, divides the daily routine into exact secqon for the various subjects, saves in his
way, by feeding himself evenings in his room with a pound of raw chopped beef a1_1d fogr
fried eggs’ (Mizman 1970, 48; Marianne Weber 1975, 105). Thus Weber, following his

mother. had become ascetic and diligent, a compulsive worker—in contemporary terms

a ‘workaholic’. . ¢ ¢ st
i ion for work led in 1896 to a position as protessor of economics a
Heideg,gi-sgcg:f :1111511 397 , with Weber’s academic career blossoming, his father c.hed
following a .violent'argllmellt between them. Shortly thereafter Weber began to manifest
S ; tha to culminate in a8 nervous breakdown. Often unable to sleep- orto
Ymptoms that were years in near total collapse. After a long hiatus,

i ven
work, Weber spent the next six or ¢ 1903, but it was not until 1904, when he delivered

i to retumn in :
?ic:lntl[:: It;}:,',stfg gt:ii:)efj?ﬁrst Jecture in six and half years, that Weber was able to begin

to return to active academic life. In 1904 and 1905, he published one of his best known

works, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. |
After 1904, althoughhe continued to be plagued by Psychologlcal fSOblms’ V:;&:ber
was able to f\mcti:)n indeed to produce some ofhis fnpst qnport_ant works. Durin g these
ish his studies of the world’s rel.lglons ina hlstqncal perspective (for
e it daism). At the time of his demise (14 June 1920), he

. . ient Ju . .
Ve:x(::k(i:nh;tar’l Iﬁ:’;g‘;?;;; ficant work, Economy and Society. Economy and Society

Was published by his wife after

Weber’s death and was translated in numerous languages.

Max Weber
NOTES
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O L. from P r(-XElucing voluminous writings during this period, Weber was engaged
in various other activities as well. He helped in founding the German Sociological Society
in1910.In addlgon, Weber was politically very active and wrote essays on the important
conten?pqrary e ,We have to accept that there was a strife in Weber’s life and,
more significantly, in his work. He was perpetually torn between the bureaucratic mind,

asrepresented b,y his father_, and his mother’s religiosity. This unresolved tension pervades
through Weber’s work as it permeated his personal life.

1.2. Types of Social Action

E . . T 2 ] 98 3 I ‘ ]

behaviour. The concept of behaviour is reserved, the

YSIS in menta :
Weber (1921/1968) was carefy] tq I lproces§es and the resulfing meaningful actio™
the foundation of the interpretation s <t)ut that

tiserroneoy logy 2°

- 14 bips s to regard psycholog)

ess ' clionin soci i
entially the same . 11Sociology. Weber seemed to be maki®s

m with i
Gerth ang g‘:;:l processes, he actually spent little tlm,e
ntal proceggeg. « tMills have called attention to Weber ;

ferri €oer sees ;
before which analytica] inmflg 10 a profoup dly iy € 1n the ¢o

suggestive, it is hardly the bag;
suggeﬁveness ofhis work tizltsnflor ; b5
ofindividuals and thejr behayj 5
forth. ¥

gh Webe. ? :
s 'S w ses
Matic myj ork on mental proces

Cro-socio] i+ was
m ology. However, it W&> "
I'e.leVant tot 0 r165

h
0se who developed the the 150

olic ;
In this action theory, vy, "eMationalism, phenomenology 3"
bia ory, Weber>
andre . WEber’s clear ;
i) ffl‘llag.tles.of action and not thear Ntent was t TOthS o5 st e
subjectively underg € collectjy; sonindividualsand pa*™ .

> tan : : ; .
of one or more indivigyg) humdable Oflentatiop, , e ding to Weber, ‘ Action 1*
Purposes, we may haye ¢ an bejngg

Chaviour ex; hav1o
. sts only as the be
: ; 0 trea er w y e
Interpretation of actiop i socio] ; : '35 prepared to admit that for SC,
the resultants anq modeg Og1cal wopy

§ Indiviq rectl
uals “but for the subJe®
: of or SSEA Suudis ar |
since, ’these alone can be freq Saizatiq Oectivities must be treated 25 sole’Y
action”. It would seep, ¢ ed ag

® Particy] ons
g hat Wet, a%cq ar acts of individual pers e
18 ultlmately concerned Wi er Could har di urse Ofsubj e Ctively understan a'oﬂ

thindiy; ¢
i mo ..
duals, oy collectivi:ie explicit; the sociology f 2
es.

All kinds of action, even the ones that are explicit, are not ‘social’ in nature. Overt
action that is geared just towards the behavior of inert action is non-social. The subjective
attitudes of individuals comprise social action only when it is oriented to others’ behaviour.
For example, religious behaviour is not social if it is just a matter of meditation or private
prayer. The economic activity of an individual becomes social only when it takes into
account the behavior of others. Thus, it can be stated that an action becomes social only
when the actor’s real control over economic goods is respected by others.

It is accepted that the individual’s actions are strongly influenced just by the fact
that he is a part of a crowd confined in a limited space. Further, it is also possible for
huge numbers, though scattered, to be influenced simultaneously or successively by a
source of influence operating likewise on all the individuals, e.g., by means of press.
Here also the behaviour of an individual is affected by his membership of the crowd and
by the fact that he is by the mere fact that the individual acts as the part of a gathering.

_ For Weber, there are four ideal types of action which he considered the basic
building blocks for sociology. These four ideal actions are as follows:

o Traditional action
e Value-rational action
o Affectional action

o Instrumentally rational action

It is only when people accept completely technical means for realis.ing their goals
that action becomes instrumentally rational. Here, the means to achieve the most
efficient way of reaching a goal or objective is ghosen. For exa.rr.lp.le, a ’pusmessman
looks towards the most efficient way of maximizing proﬁ_t, a politician tries to find tpe
most feasible way to maximize his party’s vote, fetc. Accqrdmg to We}‘)e.:r, those economic,
political and scientific actions that involve cautious choices and decxsxop-makmg canbe
said to be instrumentally rational action. On the other l}and, vqlue-rattona{ action can
be described as that action which is based on reason in re_:latlon to some illogical or
arbitrarily chosen value. A religious person who prays and glves alms to poor peogle C;:llﬂ
be said to be behavingina value-rational m'annef. The religious person is acts in this
manner for his own sake and because he considers itan abso!ute duty._ Here lnSU'mnent?l
considerations are not taken into accountatall. In value-rational action usually there is

1o obiective that that can be discerned easily, even though a religiou§ person iI.l the
- ] ; think that his or her actionmay Jead to salvation. Moreover, in such actions,
Sl S b ' technically suitable in cause—effect terms. However,

there i tion that actions are ; : :
theye;rsen;::,iielsin the means that they take up for expressing specific values. According

i AL tion which is a result of habit and thus is
iti rion is that type of ac ) : 1us

:1)1 Yet‘l;lc?zl(z"radzté;’;‘r’ll gich action involves only some degree.of logic anc} is routine in
natulr]e i\s iﬁg iame éuggests in traditional action people act in the way like they have

TR e t. Affectional action isthataction whichis a
u insi situations in the pas / ek
i :Sutiilngc;o&l; e1(r:1t i T;rl::sion of emotion that does not take into account goals or objectives.

Bl A - t.
An example of an Affectional action1s @ violent angry outburs r ran
Since the four types of action are idea; in nature, such actions do not distinctly
ince the four

appear ; lity. Rather all the substantial patterns of action are expected to be
in reality. )

: faction. To take an example, the actions

. ore than one type 0 .
;nfterpretable in terms Offf:l who needs to set the wage level for 1.115 emplqyees may
a manager of a company the four types of Weber’s ideal action. In this case, the

- ofall . :
frrll:[:)mpass Var10uks szfifsts entally the financial outcomes for the company for setting
ager may wor trum
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:hcertainlrate Ofp.ay. The, Tanager may also without thinking respond to the proposals of
¢ employee union during the wage negotiations taking a reactive stance against them.

Flnalle abreakdown in the wage negoﬁ ati .
. - on process might i
one side or the other walks away from negoﬁf{ims ght result in angry outbursts as

T ) 3
. hn?qﬁiu‘r: ];)11;;1 hohw an acfmn corresponds to the four ideal actions Weber suggested
e considered was centra] to sociology — the technique of

understanding (Verstehen i German .
i enpserstehen )-Accordmgtowebber’ the goal of a social science

asa result of his philosophy °f
m ologists should always be ba§3
believed that ap , Anings which individuals provi©®
individual action, ?ﬁi‘e’fs“‘al development hag 1, fr;f,wm olindidualsand
i eber bel; acknow] laye
e e e
is 0 : »
Thus, Weber consigers tﬁzzn.a.nd Undecideq caf:liomal role or a class position- F‘(;r
Weber assesseq th e of cap italism by MOt bepredicteqd through analys™
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attain a new significance. This can be ascertained from Weber’s considerations of modem
day economic actions. Weber states that religious values motivated the actions of those
who became the first generations of calculating capitalists. The later generations of
individuals who became capitalist carried on with their business activities like it had
become a routine matter. For Weber, as such capitalist entrepreneurs become mere
cogs in the massive bureaucratic machine, their work becomes a ‘dull compulsion’ about
which they possess no real choice. Finally they might remain free, but in practice they

are constrained.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. State the four types of ideal actions stated by Weber.

2. What is traditional action?
3. When was The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism published?

1.3 POWER AND AUTHORITY

It was Weber’s interest in politics that motivated his sociological interest in the structures

 of authority. Weber was no political radical; he was almost as critical of modern capitalism

as Marx but he was not an advocate for revolution. He wanted to change society gradually,
not overthrow it. He had little faith in the ability of the masses to accrete ‘better’ society.
Moreover, Weber also saw little hope in the middle classes, who he felt were dominated

by shortsighted, petty bureaucrats. For Weber the hope—if indeed he had any hope—

. t political leaders rather than with the masses or the bureaucrats. Along
lay with the greatp nt his unswerving nationalism. He placed the nation

with his faith in political leaders we .
above all else: “The vital interests of the nation stand, of course, above democracy and

parliamentarianism’ (Weber, 1921/1 968:1383). Weber prfefen'ed democ_racy asa polit.ical
form not because he believed in the masses but because it offered maximum dynamism
and the best milieu to generate political lea_der§ (Mommsen, !?74). Weber noted that
authority structures exist in every social insfltutlon, and his political views were related
to his analysis of these structures in all settings. Of course, they were most relevant to

his views on the polity. _ hat ont
N : 1 rity structures in a way that was consisten
: an his analysis of authority way j e

with hi:vasseblelmr ';:i%ns about the nature of action. He defined domination as the ‘probability

: ) ds (or all commands) will be obeyed by a given group of
lt)t:; gzrst?gvse;;)e:rlﬁl‘; ‘2";7;1;2;2 1(2), Domination interested Weber and these were the

>, :nation, or what he called authority. What concerned Webser, e?nd
i:ﬁlg?z:;n:i:ﬁggzle in much of his thec?ries, were tl;:l thr;e ;):ées Otlil \ghlch
authority is made legitimateto ollowers—therational qum: hisideas on individual
In defining these three bases, Weber remained fairly close to : ' thoritv. Authori
action, but Weber rapidly moved to the large.-sc?le structures of au ;g?m u gr:hty
legitin;ize d on rational grounds rests ‘ona beliefin the legality 0 ena;s : ;s ari i le/
right of those elevated to authority under such rules to1ssue commar (Weber, 192
1968:215), Authority legitimized on traditional grou'n'ds isbased on ‘an estfil?hshed bel3ef
in the; san c'tity ofimmemorial traditions and the legl'tlmac.y.of .those exerc1s19g authority
68:215). Lastly, authority legitimized by charm is supported

’ 19 . o :
gﬁ(i;;t:l:;lalt(}?ff? gillog:fzgs to the exceptional inviolability, heroism or commendable
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character of leaders as well as on the normative order i

e e X sanctioned by them. All these
means of legitimizing auth inlvi . 2o o |
and aotion ority plainly imply individual actors, through processes (beliefs),

Legal Authority

Legal authori ;
mogs":1 was tz:gu:::m?xgl zzmct.ural forms, but the one that interested Weber
authority’ (1921/1968:220). considered as ‘the purest type of exercise of lege!

Ideal-Typical Bllreaucracy

s S In ideal-typica]
their failings, Wi Picalterms, Although h 11 aware of
o, ::te ;::Pomayed bureaucracies in 4 highly positi%l; v;;vas v
_ scussion of the positive ¢}, . '
elsewhere in his work, there is ﬁmg,s]mve characteristics of bureaucracies, here and

Although he detaled thei advantages, e ."21°1 i his atitude towards them-
expressed vari i 855, he was well : ber
OUs reservations 3 Wware of their problems. We

X p Ut bureaycrat; ..
cognizant of the ‘red tape’ Cratic organizations, F le, he was
difficult, However, his Iﬁ:j ;la f;;t::sll;al:‘:ﬁ deal,ing with bureauz;acz: :c?lrrlgi:g and S0
ofbureaucratic life was a threas ¢, n dividu:lrl?gemaﬁmﬁon which dominates all aspects

.Web?r Was appalled by the e, i
the rationalization of the world

saw no way out. He di

Cts of

of which OUreaLCratizatior and, more generallys of

. eaUCratization jg {, buthe
and am, : UCracies o ¢ ut one component, U~/
stablishes the same lines, e fe)¢ that the jr.crr. P PTOOf’, ‘practically unshatterabl® -
established. Similarly, he felt thag e .- StitUtioNS tend ey 8¢
bureaucracy after gefting ¢ tindividya) eaucrs 1d to destroy once ’e);. .
to bureaucratization’ (19g e8sed”in it. Weber s could not ‘squirm out’ 0

21 1968:1401), ang that ‘the future belong®

»

i si .
iven below are why Weber befie cethen, time hag borne out his forec2s"

iev
1 . *dtobethe key characteristics of the ideal”
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S whig ing
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possible alternative: ‘The needs of mass administration make it today completely
indispensable. The choice is only between bureaucracy and dilettantism in the field of
administration.’

Although we might admit that bureaucracy is an intrinsic part of modern capitalism,
we might ask whether a socialist society might be different. Is it possible to create a
socialist system without bureaucracies and bureaucrats?

Weber believed that in the case of socialism we would see an increase, not a
decrease, in bureaucratization. If socialism were to achieve a level of efficiency
comparable to capitalism, ‘it would meana tremendous increase in the importance of
professional bureaucrats’ (Weber 1921/1 968:224). In capitalism, at least the owners are
not bureaucrats, but in socialism even the top-level leaders would be bureaucrats. Weber
thus believed that even with its problems ‘capitalism presented the best chances for the
preservation of individual freedom and creative leadership in a bureaucratic world’
(Mommsen, 1974: xv). We are once again ata key theme in Weber’s work: his view that
there is really no hope for a better world. Socialists can, in Weber’s view, only make
things worse by expanding the degree of bureaucratization in society.

Aray ofhope in Weber’s work—and it is a small one—is that professionals who
stand outside the bureaucratic system can control it to some degree. In this category,
Weber included professional politicians, scientists and even capitalists, as well as the
supreme heads of the bureaucracies. For example, Weber said that politicians ‘must be
the countervailing force against bureaucratic domination’ (192 1/1964:1417). His famous

«Politics as a Vocation’ is basically a plea for the development of political leaders

essa oL ( .
with); calling to oppose the rule of bureaucracies and of bureaucrats. Similarly, in ‘Science

as a Vocation® Weber made a plea for professional scientists who can counteract the
d rationalization of science. However, in the end these

increasing bureaucratization an ice. .
; alization process and that their

professionals are simply another aspect of the ration:
development only serves to accelerate that process.

Traditional Authority
o thinled tional authority structures, Weber used his ideal-typical
In his thinking about trad’ti ol. His objective was to pinpoint the differences

ethodological to . .
:::;22::: ;};gistii:;l authority structure and the ideal-typical bureatfcracy. According to
Webber, while legal authority stems from the legitimacy of a raFlonal-legal system,
traditio;lal authority is basedona claim by the leaders, and a beliefon the part of the

followers that there is virtue in the sanctity of age-old rule and powers. The leader in

such a system is not a superior but a personal master. The administraﬁ\fe staff cons'is'ts
not of officials but mainly of person retainers. Although the bureaucr‘atlc s@ﬁ owes its
allegiance and obedience to enacted rules and to the leadelt, who acts. in their name, the
staff of the traditional leader obeys because the leadef gamles the weight of tradition—
he or she has been chosen for that position in the traditional manner.

upto thf?g;i tt‘;r:is;:?x::;cmﬁc staff. He c9ncluded that it wds lacking on a number
of counts. The traditional stafflacks offices with clearly deﬁr.led sphere _of co;npetgnce
which s s:ub'ec t to impersonal rules. It also does not have. rational ordermg of relations
of Superiori:y and inferiority. Further, it lacks a clear hierarchy. There is ;lo regular
system of appointment and promotion on the' basis of free c.:ontacts. Techr.uca fraiming is
hota regtﬂa?r)equirement or obtaininga position or an appointment. Appointments do not

carry with them fixed salaries paid in money:

was the staffof the traditional leader and how it measured |
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Weber used his ideal-type methodologynot only to compare traditional to rational-

legal authority and to underscore the mostsalient characteristics of traditional authority '

butalso to analyse historically the different forms of traditional authority. A gerontocracy

mv.olves .n.lle by elders, whereas primary patriarchalism involves leaders who inherit
their positions. Both of these forms have a Supreme chief but lack an administrative
Stﬁ:dl Té:oez;l th;)ref:ore .lack a bureaucr-ac.:y. Amore modern form js patrimonialism, which
gsms - fEmatlonw:th.an administration andamilitary force that are purely personal

ents of the master. Still more modern is feudalism, which limits the discretion of

patrimonialism—a more modemn form other-components of 5 rational society. Even
of certain forms of *primitive’ c i' ; Whilepennjtting the development
type of capitalism characteris apitalism, does not [] gy for the rise of the highly rational

istic of the modern West,
Charismatic Authority

the followers define a leader ag charismati, then\g/eber’s position sraightforwardl, X

leader irrespective of wheth € or she is 1i : smatic
In this manner a leader is sete:;:r:) ;zl: :;ally Possesses an; ltflitl;(t:gdtiz bzr?acraligﬁlsltics.
with supernatural, superhuman " odiary beopie and respeoted as if endowed

N orat least .
available to the commgp people. eXCeptiona] POWers or qualities which are not

forc . t

. . 1d. Wh, €, one of th t importal
conservative, the rise of hari r. Vhereas try gsis " the mos

well as to a ratio, a Charismatic leader tlonal a“thomydearly is inherently

rell nal-lega] Tnay w,

distinguishes charismg gas : ﬁiffl) andlead g 4 4 e;]ﬁpose a thr(?at to that systert (E;S

actors; it causesa * subjecﬁVe Orui:lli)e fOl‘ce.is tha tit lec Chi;ngim that system: 50 £
adsto ¢ anges in the min

radical alteration of . Al reorientas: - s
Weber was here ad?e:?n?cimw%. ar “_enet:et:t) +Such changes may lead t0 ‘a
changes are clearly redyceg toa:;,ges I the thoughtg f;gblems ofthe World’.AlthOugll:
changes in the structyre of authorj * StAtUS of depey, ent aclions of individuals, SU°
eMmergeg i+ TS of gy Variables, Weber focused ©°
ges, it 18 llkel arlSmat]c authority_ When Sllch a

Ytoc .

The other major reyo tnee People’s thoughts and actio®

: . Olutig .
with which he was much more c:: 1y force i eber’s thegres:
an internal revolutionary fopee g1 - o0 I8 (formapy . Oretical system, and the 019
rationality as an ex © that a Ttionality, wh, harisma 13
th . r eVOlution the mingg f ) creas ¢

en ultimately the thoyghys OrCe Changio 1 2CtOTS, Weber saw (form?

and acg .
ACHODS of i gyoe 4 - STUCHUres of society first 20

id )
uals. Weber was interested 10

revolutionary character of charisma as well as its structure and the necessity that its
basic character be transformed and routinized in order for it to survive as a system of
authority.

In his analysis of charisma, Weber began, as he did with traditional authority, with
the ideal-typical bureaucracy. He sought to determine to what degree the structure of
charismatic authority, with its disciples and staff, differs from the bureaucratic system.
Compared to that of the ideal-typical bureaucracy the staff of the charismatic leader is
lacking on virtually all counts. The staff members are not technically trained but are
chosen instead for their possession of charismatic qualities or, at least, of qualities similar
to those possessed by the charismatic leader. The offices they occupy form no clear
hierarchy. Their work does not constitute a career, and there are no promotions, clear
appointments or dismissals. The charismatic leader is free to intervene whenever he or
she feels that the staff cannot handle a situation. The organization has no formal rules,
no established administrative organs, and no precedents to guide new judgements. In
these and other ways, Weber found the staff of the charismatic leader to be ‘greatly
inferior’ to the staff in a bureaucratic form of organization.

Weber’s interest in the organization behind the charismatic leader and the staff
that inhabits it led him to the question of what happens to charismatic authority when the

leader dies. After all, a charismatic system is inherently fragile; it would seem to be able
to survive only as long as the charismatic leader lives. But is it possible for such an

organization to live after the leader dies? The answer to this question. is of grfeatest
consequence to the staff members of the charismatic leader, fqr they are likely to l{ve on
after the leader dies. They are also likely to have a vested interest in the continued
existence of the organization: if the organization ceases to exist, they are out gf work.
Thus the challenge for the staff is to create a situation. in v&_'hlch charisma in some
adulterated form persists even after the leader’s death. It isa difficult struggle because,
for Weber, charisma is by its nature unstable; it exists in its pure form only as long as the

charismatic leader lives. : . - .

According to Weber, in order to cope with the <.ieparture of thc.t charismatic leader,
the staff (as well as the followers) may adopt a variety qf strqtegws to create a more
lasting organization. The staff may search out anew charismatic leader, but even if the

search is successful, the new leader is unlikely to achieve the same aura as his or l}er
d ‘A set of rules also may be developed that allows the group to identify
preaecessor. | h rules rapidly become tradition, and what was

. : . But suc ... .
future charismatic leaders ards becoming traditional authority. In any

N o ay tow
charismatic leadership is on the :Vdizally changed as the purely personal character of

:;:;, the pam;aggfiﬁ tlﬁ;rtechnique isto allow the charismatic leader to designate
his oirllll:: chcessor a.nd thereby to tramfer charisma symbOlfl‘fla“y to;:tigf)i(: l:a:lu:)eé
Again it is questionable whether this is ever very success (;)r W \

: Another strategy is having the staff designate a successor
successful in the long run. the larger community. The staff could also create

:irtlgalll:ifsg it'stﬁ ltll(l);(;leeil: z;znt?sdn?a);ic leader being the one who successfully undergoes
sts, wi onel
the tests. However, all these efforts are doomed to failure

Theory of Power

- inasocial relationship isthe ability ofan mdmc!ual toachieve
hisC:rgmg t(?l;?Veber, p(:;vnst the opposition of others. Weber, to make hlslltdea of power
lnorer u::ﬁ‘:,llfo?t’li: Sat%ldy of history and society, gave domination asan Alematve, ora
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more carefully defined concept. Domination for Weber is ‘the probability that certain
specific command (or all commands) will be obeyed by a given group of persons’ (Weber,
212). According to Weber, the characteristics associated with domination are:

o Obedience

e Interest

o Belief
* Regularity

com;?liance, i.e., an interest (based on ulterioj
obedience’ (Weber, 212). A dominant relationshi

employer-employee relationghj .
- r D, teacher-stude . Weber, 8
dominant power relation can comprise of the fol] it According o ebe

. owing four features:
1. Inadominant power relat; there . .
are not forced to obey, raot]]:,er t;r:;s O‘LOIMtary compliance or obedience. Individuals

2. The people who ob, Y voluntarily.
. 0 0DeY voluntarilv ; .
bave an interest in Z{’eyingtgfgt,;: adominant power relation do so because they

_ ast believe that they 1 h an interest.
3. Inadommantpowerrelation,thereis - yaave sue

of the dominant indjy;
As Weber states:?%lhvel(;?iizzlg;?l’f .(althoug].l itis defined by Weber as authority)-
according to its type treated a5 val?:ir’n tolegitimacy is to a significant degree a7

4. Obedienceina domin;
) ant pow, ion i -
“term social re lationship, Ifa errelation jg Dot accidental or linked with 2 short

. €r, iti . .
subordination so that regular p, 152 continyeq relationship of dominance 2"

a : .
tterns of equality are set up.
ce Works fOl‘

asignificant period of time, it becOM®
. ! Sult of wh period of time,
social structures of society. In Webey’s ufl‘:hwh thg, forms of dominance becom®
Power are not taken to be dom; ant Weber?rz ding, temporary or transient tyPe 0
o S e

with those types of power whioy ition of domination thus does 3%

.. areb:
Teco . ase 5
gnition of the dominang group or VO&EH force, because force may not result I? dfe

definition, the circym I >
- Togive aill’ ex:r;gle Weberces ofopen Conflict 0: edience with its orders. In We f; .
| Weber construct o,f believeg that the eynt: - Orce are also comparatively unus .

dominat; Ci .
' relationships in the mo‘:l‘::atlon helps giy, tforms of clagg conflict are unco

analysed °12. For exam Proper understanding of stru¢
empi,oyeg;g;(l));:g:%ltlh Weber’g noﬁolz,e[t?;ne;n\%‘g'er-employee relationship ;31‘; in
°T type €0er’s notion we find that Wi d

subordination . 8 of relat; ,
isnota noxmausl f“allea tz'r zox\lvmsts of conflic, hg;’;i‘;‘rpf‘) characterized by dominatio”
ination, + We find thyy subordinateéll?nsrUCh relationships the use Ofto is
. eservedly obey and acceP
The Bﬂtlsh SOCi . y y
olo :
these may become Bist Gj dens exnt.:
: establigh, Xplained g; . - {hoW
developing bomogengons s 1T & Beriod o et VeI of gitimacy, 219
interacZCHStoms' These May matepias: i ecomes.usor Weber, when p eoﬁ usag65
bt on, and need little o noe Talize ithin o age. Long-establishe ued
or cz:?:;n::;n lst‘;lsironger 0 o ment by any ;’;rfi Orlsomety due tg co]?elie\’eS
) > Tather if sop - i Cular group. Weber
0 .H . >
sanction may be the Tesult, They ees 8 not ¢ eretobcla,ldlence isnot merely voll.lﬂd of
ANcti, 0 the convention, some
9. ’ or

y emlldmnature’ likea disappfova ’

they may be serious, for example discipline or ostracism. To give an example, in a
workplace what is considered office attire may become the norm, or be even enforced
as arule. Rules come to be enforced as a result of usage and custom and their violation
may lead to sanctions being applied. A law comes into effect when a particular norm is
taken up by an individual or a group which has the legal capacity and duty to enforce

sanctions.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

4. What form of legal authority interested Weber the most?
5. State any two characteristics of ideal bureaucracy.
6. State the characteristics associated with domination.

{4 THE PROTESTANT ETHIC AND
" THE SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM

According to Weber, capitalism was a modern phenomenon: a very sophisticated system
of institutions, extremely rational in character, and the product of various developments
atypical of Westem civilization. In these terms, capitalism was unique—both in the sense
that such a system never emerged spontaneously in the East. Capitalism is notas old as
history and should not be confused with the various forms of capitalistic activity
ulative, commercial, adventurous, political, etc.) which were indeed known in previous

l(,sé):;ds of Western history and in the civilizations of the East as well. The emergence of

the new socioeconomic system in the West could not be taken fqr granted asan automatic
consequence of the growing rationalization of all aspects of life. According to Weber,

capitalism had fought its way to supremacy ‘against a whole world of hostile forces’,

and its victory over the traditional forces of the Middle Ages was not ‘historically inevitable’

or ‘historically necessary’. . o .
Weber stated, ‘In the last resort the factor which produced caplta_lhsglls thcle)ratlon?l
permanent enterprise, rational accounting, l’a‘lonalte"hmlogy’al:}?rauop e:w, .uFagtalin
not these alone. Necessary complementary factors.. were e ratlor'la S[')lr,lt, e
eral, and a rationalistic economic ethic.” In his

rationalization of the conduct of life in gen nda : I
bto(:cn;'hhza lglr(:;e(.)s'tant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism Weber explored in a provisional

wa fthe rational spirit and conduct. Although he was not altogethf:r clear
on i’htil;esi(:)l;cewoeber does treat ethics as a ‘necessary comp ]em.el::tr{htzf (t:;r 1t:3[1]s11a1:
this really m:eans, as it becomes clearer fronf his later essaizs(,1 1 T hadpin -
would not have arisen without it—indeed he h'lmselfa.cknow ° dg; a certain historicai
places—but rather that the peculiarly energetic .f01:m . assun:l(l% thical injuncti f
ces—butrather a0 B electve affinity’ between theethcal injunctions o
Period might be attribute m. The emphasis here being on spirit;

. . irit of capitalis :
ascetic Protestantism and the spirt p the two, that they mutually reinforced each

th ongruence between : L
otﬁz \:s;als) ::;‘1: gza;fethig‘;cal Jevotion to work and business activity and thus to a

vigorous development of capitalism.

In The Protestant Ethic and the Sp
attention to what he considers imp©
in terms of their inclinations towards

irit of Capitalism, Weber starts by drawing

rtant differences between Protestznts and Catholics

technical, industrial, and commercial studies and
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occupag?ns. Pfote:ste.mts were.much more inclined to pursue these studies and to be
engaged in capitalistic enterprise while Catholics seem to prefer the more traditional

: b stic studies. Among workers too, it appeared that Catholics remained in the more

mti:l;al ﬁﬁ:;ipaﬂfn}& f(::‘ example crafts, while Protestants acquired industrial skills
ance ofadvantadmmlmges v e\:tlggsmons. These differences could not be accounted for in
of the religious education and wealth butrather had to be explained by the character
Whatseetaod ol e on suiki‘:lues which the two groups received and communities.
in ‘modem business life’ was thg " Web?r ah.out the smaller representation of Catholics

tas a minority, suffering certain political disabilities,

they should have sought all the
other minorities, notably the Je\:::;).re forcefully to engage in economic activity (as had

Weber looked, in particular

would hardly allow wor
dly suc
the 17th century—egpec; Cess to those wh
. pecially th om he had damn, itan sects ©
saw success in ag Occupationyb u; ers and the Baptists_ded. '{he }:]:n ethic that
whether they were g5 > ouess eve ope jonof

Or profess; - .

e ved or damped i ession as ndicati
dili hard . ed. 8iving people some IndIC
whge ” ankedd ""'OfkmgintheirworkThW.began to encourlzlgeptheir members 10 0°

worked hard found that they yer, ?:: disciplined in al aspects of their lives- T
nSCOfanxi ’ (] 1 . 0
Weber d e‘ty about their desé?{ Hkely tobe successful, and this helP odt
escribed this lifugty Y Marshall, 1987).

hard WOl'k, di inli as o] .

time. This mﬁ:ﬁtﬁi’&f av0.i ce of l‘fagf:scetmism' The ascetic lifestyle inVOl"‘::.
world-view, ea Culative a1 > 30d the rigorous and systematic U5
inall aspects of life. In the

therefore, as thltrlnn i :m ol ere s:, 7 2pplied

and, outside marfiagzb: lcigntrolled. Fastif:; at;sﬁmulaﬁng the bodily appetit®® anx’

control throu, =7 S e of chagy » 1€ avoidance ) uctive 5.
Thep BV hicha magtery o g e b2y were sy :ggans of el

ursuit of the, Y could b :

them to . eS¢ values by 1- €attained,

way of ﬁrfza;: bUSmess Succegg ' 'centUry Merchans ; . sects led
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In the favourable conditions provided by the nation states of western Europe in
the 17th and 18th centuries, this spirit helped to produce modern capitalist system of
production. This system rapidly spread across Europe and into the wider world. In the
longer term, however, the success of the capitalist system undermined sacred, religious
meanings. In expanding capitalist societies, Weber argued that individuals are forced to
work by economic necessity, and not by any spiritual commitment to it as a calling. For
most people there is simply no alternative to capitalist economic activity: ifemployers do
not make a profit, then the pressures of competition will force them out of business; and
if employees do not work hard, they will be sacked and replaced by those who will. The
spirit of modem capitalism disappears, and modemn life becomes increasingly empty and

meaningess.

1.4.1 Religion and Social Change

In Weber’s opinion, social structures could be changed by encouraging religious belief.
His social action approach was connected with interpretive sociology, where the
interpretation of beliefs leads on to action. In his work The Protestant Ethic and Spirit
of Capitalism Weber stated that the faith that Calvinists had regarding their lifestyle and
attitude for work blended perfectly with the need for capitalism in a stage of dynamic
early growth. Ina time where mass poverty and depravation was common, one means
of surviving was through self-reliance; A Calvinist would invest whatever money he had
made back into his trade, would not indulge in overconsumption and live a simple life.
Thus Calvinists survived by combining the wealth they made with a godly lifestyle. For
example, some Calvinists like Leonard Chamberlain became very wealthy and set up
Trusts to fund social, educational and religious causes. Thus, Weber argues that as a
result of such religious beliefs and resulting action, there was a direct effect on capitalist

growth.
In his works Weber analysed religions from all over the world like Hinduism,

Buddhism and Ancient Judaism. His argument was thata change of attitudg and action
might come from a continuing traditional sta{lce to the one of change anfl m.vestment.
Weber tried to explain social change by looking ?,t the for_ms of rationality in modern
society. According to Weber, religion has no s.ocml function even under a developed
capitalism. Although Weber pelieves that rehglc‘m.does retain some social role, such as
observance in state occasions, and perhaps this is to kegp alevel of en¢hw@ent at
state level, he asserts that religion is itselfa part of the social change. Weber considered

; . i modern organic society as fragile; indeed he proposed that
collective conscience ) & t the worship of society but of individuals. Inmodem

o become no . .
:ZE?;:;?{ ;f,lﬁ) ﬁ;ﬂ i(:llzllﬁriduals who would be sacred. Therefore, For Weber religion

i ial role inhibiting social change to
dawa froma conservative soclia ; g Socla
;\;(;tlci;,lgbg g‘e‘;zg amon; social groups and only had a partial systemic view; he regarded

religion to be encouraging social change-

1.4.2 The Religion of China

: i factors, which, among
. ment in the West had stressed two factors, ,among
Students ofeconormic develoP rise of capitalism: the great influx of precious
ation. However, Weber observes that in the case
of China similar developments Were evident.

Jationships and institutions could germinate, for

others, have contributed greatly to thsl
metals and a significant growth inpop
A typical city in China was fundamentally different from the Occidental one: it did
ical ci  fut
not become a centre in which capitalistre
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it lacked political autonomy. Unlike the polis of antiquity and the commune of the Middle
Ages, ithad neither political privileges nor military power of its own. The Occidental city
becape sufficiently strong to repel an army of knights and was not dependent for its
su1:v1va1 on any centralized bureaucracy. Political associations of merchant and craft
gmlds were nonexistent in the Chinese ‘city’, and legal contracts, either economic of
pohtlcal., could not be made. In short, there did not emerge a reI;tively independent
bourgeois class centered in relatively autonomous towns (the fruit of prolonged struggle
and r'evolts). I.{evolts were indeed common in Chinese cities but these were to remove
sl?¢01ﬁc oﬁ'lf:lals or to change specific practices, not to guarantee the freedom of the
city. These differences between the Occidental and Orienta] cities can be traced to their
?E?; songl(xlls. ’I:he p«lnli.? of antiquity was an Overseas trading city, whereas in China

precominantly inland. And in order to preserve tradition, foreign trade and

Canton, Furthermore, industria] development was

1d, as i , .
groups and interests. Thus the econ & asinthe West, escape the control of traditional
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Cities were mere urban settlements of farmers and ‘there remained only a technical
administrative difference between city and village’. A “city’ was the seat of the mandarin
and was not self-governing; a ‘village’ was a self-governing settlement without a mandarin.
And autonomous military power developed in contrast with the West, in the villages and
not in the cities.

There were repeated power struggles between the /iterati and the priests, in
which the former were always victorious. Yet, ironically, the literati constantly availed
themselves of the Taoist’s priestly and magical services, affording Taoist heterodoxy a
recognized place in religious practice. Not only were magic and animism tolerated, they
were systematized and rationalized so that they became a tremendous power in Chinese
life. All sciences which had empirical and naturalistic beginnings were completely
rationalized as magical and supernatural practices and rituals. The Chinese world, despite
its secular and rational-empirical elements, remained enchanted with a magic garden.
‘Demagnification’ of religion, Weber believed, was carried out in the West most
consistently and thoroughly by ascetic Protestantism; but the process had begun with
the ancient Jewish prophets. Weber emphasised that this did not mean that the Puritans
did not retain superstitious beliefs; it is obvious that they were superstitious looking at
their history of witch trials. Rather, it means that Protestants came to regard ‘all magic
as devilish’. For Weber, then, one criterion of the rationalization of religion is the degree
to which it has rid itself of magic. “To be sure,’ stated Weber, ‘the basic characteristics

 of the “mentality”, in this case the practical attitudes toward the world, were deeply
codetermined by political and economic destinies.’ Yet, in view of their autonomous
laws, one can hardly fail to ascribe to these attitudes effects strongly counteractive to

capitalist development.’

1.4.3 The Religion of India

Weber in India also saw many social and cu!tur.al conditions which, it would seem,
should have given rise to modemn rational capitalism. Warfare, finance and politics, for

instance, had been rationalized, and the Jast of these even in quite ‘Machiavellian’ terms.

:talist forms had at one time or another been in evidence:
Many of the older type of cap! etc. Urban development also seemed to

state creditors and contractors, tax farmers, €t¢ oS
parallel that of the West at many points. In addition, wl?at Weber called rauona}hty was
Prominent in many aspects of Indian cultural life: the mflonal n‘}mbel.' system, arithmetic,
algebra, rational science and in general a rational consistency i many spheres, together
philosophical and religious doctrines. The

wi ; towards .
ith a high degree of toleranc;d o patiblewith capitalist development; there existed

Prevailing judicial forms appear . O
an autonci}]::)ug stratum ofprgerchants; handicrafts as vye'll.as occupatlor'lal specnahzfatmn
Wwere developed; and, finally, the high degree of acquisitiveness and high evaluation of

Wealth were a notable aspect of Indian social life. He regards Indianr elcllgl(m .asl‘.oqe
factor among many’ which, he states cautiously, ‘may have prevented capitalistic

development’. Since there wasno way of quantifying or Weighlinglgz ;.lemelgs’. all ;nz
could do was to make as strong and as cogent a casé as possib e.; ian religion ha
taken another form—e. g. equivalent to that of ascetic Protestantism—then, perhaps, a

Modern, rational type of capitalism might have developed there t(;o. f_m(I:: ;;o::ﬁfé
Urban, scientific and other developments were somewhat gqt\;lvia ::tn n?vﬂimﬁon t
©st, and modern capitalism emerged autonomously only in il a :: ci vilizat ca;sael
ifferent relj gious ethos which took shape there must have made a signi

Contribution to the origin of the modem economic system.
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However, for Weber the difference is more than just the Protestant ethic; he
sttl_ggests that despite the rational, scientific elements in thef East, and the existence there

' :cziz;mt;s‘gm and fm seemingly conducive to the emergence of a modem rational
insﬁtuﬁg;;s oiozsgﬁml:j;m enchanted garden. This meant that all the aspects and
montality, which be cac; btlons were permeated and even dominated by the magical
rationalization of the cul:ui rake on economic developments in particular and o
alreadyin ifs earl e as a whole. On the other hand, Occidental civilization,
y y stages of development, had undergone significant disenchanuner{t,

which has i .

disenchantrln?:nrfziigm?o: be -linear development right to the present. This
an . s
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anti-rational ‘spirit’ of the whole social system which constituted the main obstruction;
and this, along with the “artisan’s traditionalism, great in itself, was necessarily heightened
to the extreme by the caste order’. The anti-rational spirit became manifest in the
prevalence ‘of magic and in the role of the Brahmans, whose very power was connected
with the increasing significance of magic in all spheres of life’. Other religious
developments had significantly modified the character of Indian economic conditions
and strata. If, for example, there was an Indian ‘bourgeoisie’, it was very weak for at
least two reasons:

e There was the absolute pacifism of the salvation religions, Jainism and Buddhism,
which were propagated, roughly, at the same time as the development of the
cities. There was a sort of causal interrelationship between urbanism and the

salvation religions.
o There was the undeveloped but established caste system.

Both these factors blocked the development of the military power of the citizenry;
pacifism blocked it in principle and the castes in practice, by ‘hindering the establishment
of a polis or commune in the European sense’.

The bourgeoisie as well as the guilds had no independent military organizations
and therefore could be repressed whenever a prince found it expedient to do so. The
Indian town enjoyed no true self-government or autonomy. Also, apart from the
implications which the sacred cow had for Indian animal husbandry, magico-religious
practices retarded technical-industrial development. Often ‘tools were worshipped as
quasi-fetishes’ along with other traditional traits’. ‘This stereotyping of tools was one of
the strongest handicaps toall technical development.’ Indian religions, including Buddhism,
had attained a highly technical virtuosity but this resulted in an extreme devaluation of

the world—none of them enjoined the adherent to prove himself or pis grace through
action or work. Quite the contrary, the highest good was a contemplative flight from the
ditselfinto a ‘methodical, rational way of life

world. Indian asceticism never translated itsel{ i ,
that tended in its effects to undermine traditionalism and to change .the. world . Thus
India, like China, remained an enchanted garden ‘with all sorts of fetishism, animistic

and magjcal beliefs and practices in rivers, ponds and mountains, highly developed word
formulae, finger-pointing magic, and the like’.In contra:st to th? Hebrew proplfets, who
never made peace with the magicians, the Brahmins in the interests of their power

iti i i ic but rationalized itand made numerous
position, not only recognized the influence of magic ot ; ero
concessions to t}llxe unclassical magicians; this despite the fact that ideally, according to

the Classic Vedas, magic was to be SUppre
masses. o .
Weber concluded that the general character of Asiatic rel}glon was gpartlcula.r

form of gnosis, i.e., positive knowledgein tlze spmtua‘l realm, mystl‘calfyﬁuu‘ lcned Glne(c)lsw
was the single path to the ‘highest holiness’ and the hlgh.est practice’. This ‘knowledge
by which man sought with increasing

far fro ing a rational and empirical means : : o
i Slsntgzzo@n%e a nr:ture became instead the means of mystical and magical domination

over the self and the world by an intensive training of body and spirit either through

ascetici stric :
re:;:t:;;ifi‘;gf;: ?or:::;;l’]r;:;gsl:wh ntl’ystical kpowledge was necessarily esoteric a.nd
charismatic, hence not accessible Or commumc?ble to everyone. The holy la:xsctil godlike
Was attained by an ‘emptying’ of experience of this worl.d. Psychlg Il)eace, not restlessness,
was godlike; the latter, being speciﬁcally creature-like, was il usory, translt.or.y apd

¢ ! soul-saving doctrines of Christianity,

soteriologically valueless. Hence, in contrasttothe

ssed, or at least merely tolerated among the
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Max Weber no emphasis was placed on ‘this life’; Asiatic religion led to an otherworldliness. ‘In Asia * The concept ofc.h ansma.plays an important role in Weber's theories, but he had =
enerally,’ writes Weber, ‘the power of a charismati S - cal.anti- a conception of it very different from that held by most lay people today. Even
fational z&orldhad aprof:oundli’m to ac sm‘atm stratum grew.” The magic ’ld not though Weber did accept that a charismatic leader may possess exceptional
be doubted pact on economic conduct and development cou characteristics, his sense of charisma was more dependent on the group of
NOTES . . ) followers and the manner in which they defined the charismatic leader. NOTES
‘Tust f:;he a;l:,p I:l;::f tenacity (t)f?i:s magical mentality created con‘ditions in which the e According to Weber, power in a social relationship is the ability of an individual to
‘raﬁonalgca itaum’g;:’!;artlse 0 the modern economic system which Weber called a8 achieve his or her will even against the opposition of others. Weber, to make his
develo elrx)t which . h Owe}s notab!y absent from Asiatic eligion therefore Vf'as thi. . idea of power more useful for the study ofhistory and society, gave domination as
p;n e et cmde:ntul lybroke the hold of magic over the minds© an alternative, or a more carefully defined concept. Domination for Weber is ‘the
men and gaverise to a ‘rational, inner worldly ethic’, probability that certain specific command (or all commands) will be obeyed by a
CrEck Yo P — | given group of persons’.
UR FROGRESS e According to Weber, capitalism was a modern phenomenon: a very sophisticated
7. What according to Weber is “rational capitalism’ system of institutions, extremely rational in character, andthe product of various
8. Which was the polis of antiau: “pitalism’? developments atypical of western civilization. In these terms, capitalism was
. ¢ pohis ol antiquity? unique—both in the sense that such a system never emerged spontaneously in
— the East.
— . _ e Weber concluded that the general character of.Afsiatic religion wasa partic.ular
1.5 SUMMARY ‘ form of gnosis, i.¢., positive knowledge in the spiritual realm, mystically acquired.
—_— - Gnosis was the single path to the ‘highest holiness” and .th.e ‘highest practic.e’.
* MaxWebg?f, often referred to asthe ‘bg . L end This ‘knowledge far from becoming a rational and empmcal.means by which
long and intense debate ity the gh:rtg fois Marx’, became a sociologist 7 man sought with increasing success to dominate nature became instead the means
Gesellschaft (economy and society) a; 1 ﬁlf Marx’. His work Wirtschaft fhic of mystical and magical domination over the self and the world by an intensive L{
:howed that throughout his [ife hewasep S concern with the prot'estant e‘se training of body and spirit either through asceticism or, asa rule, through strict,
| Y Marx. 8agedinthe problems and issues 72! methodological ruled meditation’.
® Weber’s entire sociology “Tn Asi 1ly, the power of a charismatic stratum grew.’
. gY, L we : i o Weber wrote that ‘In Asia generally, the p ! _
i\ concleptlon of social action (Turice:ef;gs WOrd§ atface value, was baseq 0“:::5 Thus, that the magical, anti-rational world had a profound impact on economic
p(llhl?fzgr riac;t;\:; l:ehaviour. The co;lcept ﬁtlfll)e dlﬂ‘t?rentiated between actloﬂno conduct and development in Asia cannot be doubted. . .
.0 > ma . i .
9 0 automati |, ehaviour is reserved, then 85 depth and tenacity of this magical mentality created
stimulus and ehavio i ’ — e According to Weber, the dep . .
. Tesponse. Sych behavio W tmvolves ng thought prOCeS?eS ] conditions in which the ‘lust for gain’ never gaverise to the modern economic
) erb?rmjecwdﬂ‘edewfmlms' istic aS 1ot of interest in Weber’s s0€i%'%%” . system which Weber called as ‘rational capitalism’.
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1.7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. The four ideal actions as stated by Weber are as follows:
Traditional action

e Value-rational action

o Affectional action

o Instrumentally rational action

2. hA:tfi(tT::tghto Weba, tra.dlt{onal af:tion is that type of action which is a result of
A, ;1: 1:;11 a: ;nwfs action. Such action involves only some degree of
logio andis ot .Asthe hame suggests in traditional action people act

e way like they have usually done in similar situations in the past

3. In 1904 and 1905, Weber published one .
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

4. Legal authority can take a variety
Weber the most was bureayc
exercise of legal authority’.

5. Two characteristics ofideal bureau

. Itcompﬁmaoonﬁnuousmczﬁcyarez .
by rules. onof official functions (offices) constrained

of his best known works, The Protestant

Ofstr.uctural forms, but the one that interested
rf:lcy, which he considered as ‘the pur est type of

6. According to We
o Obediin ce bel', the Chal'ac
e Interest
o Belief
* Regularity
7. The depth and tenacj . i
‘lust for gain’ nevertZ Ofthl.s Mmagical mentality createq conditions in which the
called as ‘rational capitalism’

stics associated with domination are:

YYWasan Ooverse .
. as :
Andin order 4, Wading city, whereas in China trade W2

W . . . Q
(5 (4] hmlted toa Smgle pOrt, Canton preserve ‘Iadltlon, fOl'ei gn trade and contac

1.8 QUESTIONS AN oo

NS —
AND EXERCISES
s.hort-Answer Questiong | -
1. Write a short note
On traditiong};
2, HowhasWeberd " andrationg
efined ‘charigmy» onality.
3. State Sma,mhi .
4 wﬁtethe:eaunes ofa dominap; Power Slana lysis of charismatic a“th"ﬁty?
: ashort et
ortnote op Weber’g concept of :T.on
eligion in India

Long-Answer Questions -

1. Compare and contrast the four types of social action given by Weber.

2. Compare and contrast different types of authority propounded by Weber.

3. Give a broad overview of the connection between religion and the rise of modern
capitalism.

4. Discuss the salient features of Weber’s theory of power.

5. Analyse the basic characteristics of Weberian bureaucracy.

6. Elucidate the differences between charismatic authority and legal rational authority.
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UNIT2 KARL MARX

Structure

2.0 Introduction

2.1 Unit Objectives

2.2 Influence of Karl Marx on Sociological Theory
2.3.1 Dialectical Materialism
232 Historical Materialism

2.3 Alienation and Capitalism

2.4 Summary

2.5 Key Terms

2.6 Answer to ‘Check Your Progress’
2.7 Ouestions and Excercise

2.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit you will learn about the Marxian discussion on the dialectical approac.:h wh.ich
he derived from Hegel and which in fact shaped all of Ma.rx’s work. Muc':h of socu.)loglc?l
thinking was dominated by the contrast of dialect with causal logl.c. The dialectic
emphasizes that among the elements of social world there are no simple cause and

effect relationships; fact and value do not seem to be divided c{leatlrlly beth(leen a lljlni;,l and
-viding lines among phenomena in the social world. Marx
there are no hard and fast dividing e il society dospito

dev i tion to dialectical and critical analyses of capltalist Society, ¢
oredhis atieh reation of a communist society. His insights into actors

political orientation towards the e .. <y
and structure should be viewed in the context ofhis opinions on human natl.1re, wh{ch is
the basis for his critical analysis of the contradictions off:apltahsn}. A.&ccordmg tohim,
dis t exists between our human nature and work in the capitalist system. Workers
agreement exis e it does not belong to them, but rather to the

get alienated from their labour because 1t ¢0CS . :
capitalist, Marx put forward most of his opimions 1o response to the qu;clzk cll;an%:lgzi taedhﬂlng
Place in Europe as aresult of industrialization, primarily in Germany. Healsos e

- : ts on the actors. He also
lism and their adverse affec !
nature of the structures of capita odities in capitalism. Marx used the term

elaborated on the pivotal role played by comme ;
and independent of human action. In this context, it can be said that capital is the mos
reified components in a capitalist society.

—

2.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After go this unit, you will be able:
going through this y orks towards the evolution and growth

* Understand the contribution of Marx’s W
of sociological theory

Karl Marx
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e Discuss the concept of dialectical materialism
o Analyse the various aspects of capitalism and its important constituents
» Explain the sociological elements involved in the process of commodity production

2.2 INFLUENCE OF KARL MARX ON
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

KarlMa.tx was b;orn in ”I"rier, Rmsi& on 15 May 1818, His father, a lawyer, provided the
fam{ly with a fairly typical middle class existence. Both parents were from rabbinical
families. But for business reasons the father had converted to Lutheranism.

X 1111hl 84 llMarx received his doctorate in philosophy from the University of Berlits
at;:ir ool heavily m,ﬂl:ienced by Hegel and the Young Hegelians, supportive, yet critical, of
to his later, more r:dig:ltom;e wasa dWPmOSOPMCaI treatise that bore little resemblance
tol liberal-,radical and more Qragmatlc work. After graduation he became 2 writer

newspaper and within 10 months became its editor-in-chief, However

because of its political position, the
The early essays published in thispaper Wasclosed shortly thereafter by the governmcnt'

ut idoas tht can be answered with cannon as soon 5
overcome our conviction, ideas to which

. - scie :
w1tho.ut. breaking one’s heart-nt;: are chains from which one cannot break 100s€
submitting to them, » oey are demons that one can only overcome by

l . ..
z ass. Much of Marx COmpassion for Titical of the conditions facing the WO . s
xposure to Engels and hig ideas, I € misery of the working class came from D

101;) a famous caf§, Engels said, ‘Our ¢ Engels and Marx had a lengthy © onversat‘m;

Vious .. and our oint wor dgare. P LCt€ agreement in all theoretical field DESP:
penizld Ve produced academict: W 01:: that time (M Icll:m 1;‘;1?;; dquring *°
mainly concerned wj . orks (mg ; , 12 ). e
Holy Family anq n;h é‘:’m 8 out hig lin(k to“%:‘}llpubh'shed in his lifetime) tha'; ¢
Philosophic Manys. i egelian tradition (for examP"™ 7
in which he was imm,

. eol
useripts of 1844, Zgy)’ but_ he also produced The Econ omlcclitioﬂ
the economic domg; Crsed ang Which foreetter integrted all of the intellectu2! tfra with
e in, shadowed his increasing preOCCUP""'tlon
difforensar o &0 Enge]
erences between the tWom s

shar
en, Marxe da theoretica] orientation, there Wel:e ﬁ(;::.lgr
ded tobe a highly abstract thinker, 8 41"

|
|
a

intellectual and very oriented to his family. Engels was a practical thinker, a neat and tidy
businessman. They collaborated on books and articles and worked together in radical
organization. Engels even helped and supported Marx throughout the rest of his life so
that Marx could devote himselfto his intellectual and political endeavours.

In spite of the close association of the names of Marx and Engels, Engels made

it clear that he was the junior partner:

Marx could very well have done without me. What Marx accomplished I would
not have achieved. Marx stood higher, saw farther and took a wider and quicker

view than the rest of us. Marx was a genius.
(Engels, cited in McLellan, 1973:131-132)

In fact, many believe that Engels failed to understand many of the subtleties of
Marx’s work. After Marx’s death, Engels became the leading spokesperson for Marxian
theory and in various ways distorted and oversimplified it.

Since some of his writings had upset the Prussian government, the French
government (at the request of the Prussians) expelled Marx in 1845, and he moved to
Brussels. His radicalism was growing, and he had become an active member of the
international revolutionary movement. He was also associated with the Communist
League and was asked to write a document (with Engels) expounding its aims and
beliefs. The result was the Communist Manifesto of 1848,a work that was characterized
by ringing political slogans (for example, ‘working men of all countries, unite!”).

In 1849, Marx moved to London, and, in light ofthe failure of the political revolutions
of 1848, he began to withdraw from active revolutionary activity and to move into serious
and detailed research on the working conditions under capitalism. These studies ultimately
resulted in the three volumes of Capital, the first of which was published in 1867 while
the other two were published posthumously. He lived m poverty during these years,
barely managing to survive on a small income from his writings and the support of
Engels. In 1863 Marx became re-involved in political actmt)f byjomm_g t}xe International,
an international movement of workers. Hesoon gained dominance within the movement

began to gain fame both as a leader of the

and devoted a number of years to it. He al . :
International and as the author of Capital. But the disintegration of the International
ments, and personal illness took their

by 1876, the failure of various revolutionary move . :
toll on Marx. His wife died in 1881, daughter died in 1882, and Marx himself expired on

14 March 1883. ’

2.2.1 Dialectical Materialism

lects Materialism as the theoretical source of several

types of Marxism. Marx never used this name which refers to the societal and economic
transformation b(.>rn of the material forces. Usually it is seen as tl?e mix of HlStOHC?,l
Materialism (or the ‘materialist conception of history )aname specified to Marx style in

th . : :story. It is usually defined by the two declarations
€ study of society, economics and history. ectics back on its feet’ and secondly ‘the

m ) ‘ ’s dial .
1ade by Marx: firstly he ‘put Hegel’s history of class struggle’ (The communist

h . o jety is the
istory of all hitherto existing society 15 d by the principle that history is the creation

anifest, 1848). Fundamentally it is described by the priti . .
of clagg ;,trugglze a:g follows th}; universal Hegelian principle of philosophy of history,

Which is the growth of thesis into anti-thesis which is sustained by the ‘.Auj.heben’ which
Preserves the thesis and the anti-thesis whereas simultaneously bringing it to an end.

Many Marxists considered Dia

Karl Marx
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Hegel’s dialect focuses on the explanation of the growth and development of
human history. For him truth was the product of history which passed through various
moments including the moment of error or negativity which is the part of the development
of truth. Compared to Hegel’s idealism, Marxian dialectical materialism considers that
history is not the result of sprit but consequence of material class conflict of the social
order. Therefore, this presumption has basis in the materiality of societal survival.
Dialectical materialism is also known as Diamat (short form for “dialectical materialism’)
most likely used in 1887 by Joseph Dietzgen, a socialist tanner who was in touch with
Mf%rx. A formal reference to the phrase is also found in Kautsky’s Fredrick Engel
written in the same year, 1887. Georgi Plekhanov, the father of Russian communalism,
afterwards used the term and therefore it came into usage in Marxist theory. Marx had
stated on the subject of thq ‘materialistic conception of history’ which has ;!tftemards
condensed to history materialism by Engels. He uncovered the ‘materialist dialectic’ 10t

‘dialectical materialism’ in his work Dialectics of Natyre (1883), Diamat was discussed
and analysed by a lot of Marxist thinkers, which resultedina n;ixune of political and
theoretical conflicts in the Marxist faction in universal and in the Cominte nf specifically:

Foreword

awareness in the mind?
o What is the basis of regulation i i
Insocie i ] !
D . ty and the direct; ichitisheaded
oes the study of the Pastinclude ap ending'eif itis tﬁg.to v;hltCh 'l]tll?t];e:?
\ ; n what wi '

nature itself,

Laws of Opposites

: . € impressio
opposites. As a case in point : 0 that everything ; s jon of
charge. Also, the atomspare I;l:,k;l : ﬁ‘:‘;feﬂtllre ofe ectt?;?t];,rig :;reil.l tyis 3 E:lg(;tive
. 3 ositive an
opposing forces. So it is befittip P pons and elecqy i i ne
( gt0 say thy clrons united but are in €sS¢

humbleness and pride, selfishy, Y that humang -ties 1iK¢

> and pride, ess and aftry; 2150 have opposite qualities ',
thatevc?ryﬂnng contains two Mutually jn truis 120d 50 forth The I{’f sit tq Hclusion
essential and indispensable Compatib) arxist co

O arts g
opposites in natural world is o o 2Spects

the feature w1 - € €8Sential jden i ;< ypion ©
; - . € Which rv al idea is that this unt
along with ensuring a continuous driye for chmaeg eVery unit auto-d i inna

mo .
Vement and transformation. This motio?

exclusive byt nevertheless equam;

was analysed by George Wilhelm Hegel who stated that ‘contradiction in nature is the
root of all motion and of all life’.

More often than not this dichotomy exists in the natural world. A star is held
collectively by the gravitational pull which is driving every molecule to the core, and an
extremely high temperature is forcing the molecules to stay away as distant as feasible
from the core. If either of any of the two pulls is totally successful the star cannot
survive. If extremely high temperature is triumphant the star blows up into a supernova.
Furthermore if gravitational pull is successful it implodes into a neutron star or black
hole. Accordingly, live beings endeavour to stabilize inside and outside forces to sustain
homeostatic, that is no more than a stabilization of contrasting powers, for example

acidity and alkalinity.
Law of Negation

Here is a predisposition in environment towards continuously raising the numerical amount
of the entire things. The law of negation was formed to explain this predisposition of
natural world. Accordingly, Marx and Engels state that to organize to move forward or
replicate a superior number, creatures are inclined in the direction of negating themselves.
To say that the nature of opposing forces is inclined to negate the thing itself, at the same
time as resulting in divergence in every part and giving them movement. Consequently
creatures progress because of this energetic course of begil?ning. and oblitemti.on. This
rule is generally made simple as the sequence of thesis, antithesis and synthesis.

Engels frequently referred to the example of the barley seed, which in natural
process sprouts (which is the death of a seed or negation) and produces a plant, growing
into ripeness and is negated after giving birth to barley seeds. So therefore, the naml

world is continuously increasing from beginning to end in series.

there is an example of class. The nobility, in this case, was
roletariat was formed by means of bourgeoisie. This
the bourgeoisie. This shows that never ending series
s ‘gravedigger’, its heir, no sooner it finishes

In the social order,
wiped out by bourgeoisie and the p
Proletariat will eventually wipe out the b
of negation where every class produces1
lying to rest ts originator.

Law of Transformation
- i ity by ‘leaps’ in the
It owth leads to changes 1n quality by caj
States that constant quantitative gr fa totally new variety or creature. This is the way

environment, resulting in production o Maw \
in which ‘qmtn’antitativi development becomes qualitative change’. In ﬂlle PYOCC_S: e?if
t"anSfOrmation, the rendering null and void of quality affecting quantity 1s also permitted.

This has many similarities to the theory of evolution.. Malxi.st- thinkers agcomphshed
that creatyres in th}e, course of quantitative growth are 1n addltl;);l f§setxlt(;zll)(/i zgg ;ﬁ
leap’ to new appearances and stages of realism. The rule shows 11 llI]lta;xe wi through
Of time, natural world builds up conspicuous m‘?ﬂf‘;‘a‘m‘“’ n course, a% e way
A procedure of minute, roughly insignificant grOWH=:

It is shown by the eg;:mple of volcano explosion after the process of years of

o i ductive land where till
Pre . cools, 1t will turn nto a pro .
SSure adding up. When the ma}i‘f societ;l case, years of stress among the contrasting

einime there wasnone . ino The rule also happens in reverse.
wriculture tools (changing quality) to farmland and

€se tools wi,ll help in producing bigger amount (changing quantity) of agriculture output.
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History of Dialectical Materialism

Lenin’s Contribution

Lenin was the foremost to provide a detailed description of dialectical materialism in
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism (1908). It involves approximately three axes: ®
the ‘materialist invention” of Hegelian dialectics, (ii) the historicity of moral philosophy
designed toclass conflictand(ii) the junction of ‘laws of evolution’ in physics (Helmholtz),
biology (Darwin) and in political economics (Marx). Lenin positioned himself among
historicist Marxlsm (Labriola) and a determinist Marxism, close to ‘Social Darwinism’
(Kautsky). Preceding values of matter and materialism were confronted by new findings

in physics (including x-rays, electrons and the initi i
Matter looked as if to be vanishing. Lenin diverged: ! stages of quantum mecharis)

‘Matter disappears’ means that the frontier withi
: T within which we have unti
S unti win,
mater variscs, s out uderstading is beconin gt and deepers
ire fading compared to previous| i )
chgng.ea})le,. and basic, and \yhich are at the moment ei ‘Zhlfih e T_‘Ot
and distinctive only at certain levels of matter. For the Es)olsee ‘ptr(:):: er:;ml:‘arittlt\;
erty’ of m

with whose recognition philosophical materjal;
. .. t i .
being an objective reality of existing out:ifl?:)lt]‘strl?els t‘m:nd up is the property of
Friedrich Engels was next, wh : '
- 0S¢ con i .
noted that ‘with each CPOCh-mai(ing discovaUtlon was followed by Lenin, who had

materialism has to change its form (Lagh, even in the sphere of natural sciel?ce,

uttered in declarations like ‘the brain secrete

secretes bile’ (attributed to 18th cen;

. € * . h ici M . e

partic es); and 19th century ‘mechanical mg ali mposed of immutable unchangmg
ot ; terialism’ :

chapter, ‘What s Orthodox Mary; iousn

as the faithfulness to the © . explanatj
therefore, does not imply g;l:m“ method’ g on of orthodoxy by Lukacs is SP°: "

o " Notto the ¢
s s » Uncritical € ‘dogmas’. ¢ . Mar¥!
t s . al ag . .
1t1s not the “belief” in this or that th Ceplance Ofthel'esug]tt!slas Ortl’lqdox : 5ation>
contrary, orthodoxy refers exclusive] ©815, nor the exegesi f°fMafx Sm"esugOn the
Cly to methoq Sis of a “sacred” book- .
Lt

materialism is the road ) 1
to ienti . . cd
deepened only along the li\g: tlh.and that its megy, Isscientific conviction that diale®” 4

sid down by g o O30 be d de
Lukacs condemneq Revis Wby its foun, ders. eveloped, expan

Althusser described Marxism nisteflor g

and p 'lal'ly

gob . _ )
Sychoangy] ack to this Marxist method. Slﬂ’:kac s

YSiS ag ¢ . .
as ‘conflictual sciences’-

Das Kapital (Vol 1). Against

visualizes ‘Revisionism’ and political splits as intrinsic to Marxist premise and praxis, and
for him dialectical materialism is the result of class struggle. ‘For this reason the task of
orthodox Marxism, its victory over revisionism and utopianism can never mean the defeat,
once and for all, of false tendencies. Itisan ever-renewed struggle against the insidious
effects of bourgeois ideology on the thought of the proletariat Marxist orthodoxy is no
guardian of traditions, it is the eternally vigilant prophet proclaiming the relation between
the tasks of the immediate present and the totality of the historical process.’

He furthermore affirmed that ‘the premise of dialectical materialism is, we recall,
not men’s consciousness that determines their existence, but on the contrary, their social
existence that determines their consciousness. . .only when the core of existence stands
revealed as a social process can existence beseenas the product, the hitherto unconscious
product, of human activity’. Agreeing with Marx’s views, the individualist bourgeois
viewpoint of the theme was disapproved by him, which has been established on the
voluntary and conscious topic. The importance of the societal relationships was emphasized
by him. Survival arid therefore, the whole world, is the result of human being’s action;
however, it can be perceived only if the dominance of societal progression on a person’s
awareness is acknowledged. The awareness of a person was cataloged as a result ?f ,
philosophical spiritualism by him. Lukacs, in his thesis, does not control man’s
independence, on behalf of various types of sociological determinism to the contrary;
this creation of survival is the likelihood of praxis. InJuly 1_924, during the fifth Comm
Congress, this unorthodox explanation, nevertheless, vx_rhlf;h was p’reserved by‘ him wufx
affirming that ‘orthodox Marxisun’ is faithful o the Mards* method", and notto ‘dogmzs’,
was criticized, beside with Karl Korsch’s work by Grigory Zinoviev.

Stalin’s Codification of Diamat
Stalin. i : ished a decree for deciding the issue of the debate
tolin, n 1931, after is tajeov™ publlf;;/hich acknowledged dialectical materialism as

between di ici echanists, . . .

related lelfclfli:fxzcl;? tI:)s I?/Inarxd mis m-Leninism. It was encoc}e‘f mn D.yalgctzcal an.destorz.caI

Materialism (1938) by specifying the ‘Laws ofDi2le , which s the basis of specific
)by sp holding the promise of compliance to

. - . i u
ubjects and especially ofthe sctero® ;)cl{I.llSS(t)(,)giafnat turned into the authorized thinking

the ‘proletarian conception of the Wor )
ption O e on.
of Stalinism and nearly attained the rank of state religious convic
aterialism _
. stus atomism, which is re
gum curus and Democrifus atomisi : ‘
:;h;ar ex}t of Marx talkegafom Ep! i icism, of mateqallst wewpomt. Lucretius
theo:yS:Vn;: tm;;?; ﬂ::nffxi; ’Dominance of material word is emphas?; ;?d matltf-
w 0 . ” e off] w
lead thinking?s the focal point Of materialism- Alsgur;l?;e‘rrlna}:tstl;?n motsion’ F:rth(;' alli
i : jon are X 5
material, and all occurrences the creat d develop inaccordance with natural

. ; . ected an .
things are interdependent an‘::;f;:gﬁtside us which is independent of our perception

lavys_ Italso holds that the woric . fthe materialism in our mind; and that
?}f:, and tl‘le’cont.ent‘ we thllglf ltsabl o. ‘The ideal is nothing else tha’n the material world
world is in principle predic ated into forms of thought,” Karl Marx stated in

reflected by the human mind and transl Marx endorsed a materialist philosophy;

Hegel’s idealism;
ide down’.

rialist valu oS
ghtforWard materialis

Materialism in Dialectical M

he ¢ ' Ad 1 S
turned Hegel’s dialectics UP es in opposition to Hegel’s idealism.

m as Marx’s materialist

Therefore, Marx approve.d mate
One should not be perplexed Wi

th strai
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thinking; in reality Marx disapproved of classic materialism as an additional idealist thinking.
According to the famous Theses on Feuerbach (1845), thinking had to discontinue
‘interpreting’. the humanity in never-ending metaphysical arguments, for ‘transforming’
Ehe earth. This ‘transforming’ of the humankind was occurring because of the increase
inthe ?vorkforce activity as perceived by Engels in England (Chartist movement) and by
Marx in France and.Germany. Therefore, the dominance of class struggle lies in historical
materialism. The wisdom of Marx’s materialism thinking is that the philosophy must take
position in the class struggle, or it will get reduced to religious idealism (such as Kant or
Hegel’s ph1lo.sophies) which in fact comprises just principles, i.e., the material result of
so.c{etal survival. Th<?refore, Marx’s materialism made the w’ay ;or Frankfurt School’s
critical theory; resulting in the combination of the valyes with the social sciences in an

attempt to analyse the disorders of society. Nevertheless. dialect: o
summarized to the Diamat conventional theory, ess,dialectical materialism may b¢

Dialectics in Dialectical Materialism

As a prescribed approach, the foremost notion of “dialectical opposition or contradiction’

10133 tO;; aPPfe:;zttzi flfl‘)siz;:l:;e:lse’ disagreement between the objects involved in an
peny lated " cal contradiction’ is not req : ites’

‘ » Thici P uced to ¢ sites’ OF
negation”. Thisis the discipline of the common and theoretical rul simple oppof .
society and thought. The major traits are: rules of growth of nature,

1. Interdependences of the things as th, ioni
things isolated from each othir but aev(i:tl;avt;gzlles Rota detached combination o

2. Cosmos, nature and t .
the natural world is Ina condition of continued movement-

. N S 3 . .
out of being, in a constant flux, in Cease]e:;t: t:tf co;mng into being and going
¢ ol movement and change.

Friedr:
riedrich Engels, Dialectics of Nature.

differences, beyond a ce
Ttain point, pasg 1nto qualitative changes,’ Karl Mar%

Capital, Vol. 1 fpo

Engels defiuced the three laws of dialecticg with b
Sstudy of Hege)
¢ Therule of the harmony and dis

® The rule of the cours
transformations

s Science of Logi®

a
Steement ofopposites

_ Forboth Hegel and Lenin the first of Engels laws was considered the indispensable
trait of a dialectical knowledge of matter which began with the early Ionian thinker
Heraclitus. :

It was Aristotle, from which second law was used by Hegel, and was compared
to the phrase scientist label “phase transitions”. The idea was inherited by Aristotle, also
by Hegel and Engels, from ancient Ionian academics and “phase transition” of water to
steam is one of the major examples of quantity, into quality change.

The last and the third law is the special expression of Hegel. With this terminology
(along with additional things) Hegel’s dialect became well known throughout his life-
time. ‘

Lenin’s Elements of Dialectics

After reading Hegel’s Science of Logic in 1914, Lenin made concise notes outlining
three ‘elements’ of Logic in Summary of Dialectics.

1. The determination of the concept out of itself (the thing itself must be considered
in its relations and in its development); ’

2. The contradictory nature of the thing itself (the other of itself); the cbntradictory
forces and tendencies in each phenomenon;

3. The union of analysis and synthesis.

In additional progression of explanations, Lenin developed and argued that ‘the transition
of quantity into quality and vice versa’ is a case in point of the union and the separation
of opposites articulated cautiously as ‘not only the unity of opposites, but the transitions
of every determination, quality, feature, side, property into every other (into its opposite?)’.
The relevance of the dialectic to history is taken up in Historical Materialism.

Marxist Criticism of Dialectical Materialism

Dialectical materialism was criticized by many Marxist academicians including Marxist
thinkers like Louis Althusser or Antonio Gramsci who propounded a Marxist ‘philosophy
the scholars in Marxist thinking returned to the original
Js and produced new Marxist theoretical proposals and

ideas substituting dialectical materialism. In 1937, Mao Zedong propounded one more
explanation in his essay On Contradiction, in which he discarded the ‘laws of dialectics’

and persisted on the complication of the negation. His manuscript motivated Althusser’s
tivating subject matter for his famous essay For

effort on negation and it was a mo ! ‘ 4mous :
Marx ( 1965)% Althusser tried to tone the Marxist thought of contfadlcnon by making
use of the notion of * overdetermination’ fro.m psychqanalysns. The .teleologlcal
interpretation of Marx compared to Hegel’s idealism was dlsa'pproved by him. Althusser
built the notion of ‘random materialism’ (matérialisme aléatoire) c01.11111)amed t<? du?lecucal
materiali ift whi from Althusser’s scheme of “anti-humanism’, or the

aterialism, a shift which came Jve the dilemma in a different way, Italian

‘phi iact’ ffort to so
philosophy of the subject’. Inane ology from dialectcal materil
od and focused on the denial of the

thinker Ludovico Geymonat madea histoxlicgl :I;l;;tZE
Althusser shortly supported the epistemol0gica" 7u . ’ :
division among )s,ubject and object which resulted in making Marx’s theory mismatched

With its antecedents.

of praxis’ in its place. Rest of
manuscripts of Marx and Enge
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2.2.2 {istorical Materialism

While dialectical materialism represents the philosophical bases of Marxism, historical
mate.nahsm repr(?sents its scientific basis. It implies that in any given epoch the’ economic
g‘iﬁgﬁ; of Sogletyh— the means whereby men and women undertake production,
hnpomnfrléfenine;; ?Illlg:hot."mate':nal gqqu f(_>r the satisfaction of their needs — play an
e dialec,t F ?he%n a;ﬂr §(;C1a1, po_htlcal, intellectual and ethical relationships. Marx
o :gla t(.)r social world consisting of economic production and
Marx noted that each g engrati(l)l; ilrtllfeliirt()iiess explained all other historical phenomena.
of capital and a set of social relations wﬁicelllrrrcl:g:;fpmdumive .

generation modified these forces, but at the same e productive forcss, The oW

time, these forces prescribed certain
ought in distinct ways. The mode of
ocial changes and political revolutions.
eof changing from within. It was not
» aconception found in Hobbes.

S::;;anflmoxgledge and skills), Mep and wo
of production. Improy, i aSfigon
; i, Sta
deyelopment of technology. Thise'nt e Aeshsof Production j
T Sl 1S matched by deve] uction is manifested in th°
o e o ((; NeW techno]q zﬁmem of human knowledge 2"
epoch Sigh § pattern. Ofr; the other hand relatif)e’ there is the correspondmg
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class conflict. Change in t

social revolution. When material productive forces of society come in conflict with the
existing relations of production, these relations turn into their fetters. The new social
class which comes to own new means of production, feels constrained by these fetters
and overthrows the old dominant class in a revolution. As a result of social revolution, an
old social formation is replaced by a new social formation. In this process, world
contending classes are replaced by new contending classes but class conflict continuous
on a new plan. This has been the case still the rise of capitalism, which will be overthrown
by a socialist revolution leading to the eventual emergence of classless society.

Marx, in his analysis of history, mentioned the important role of ideology in
perpetuating false consciousness among people, and demarcated the stages which were
necessary for reaching the goal of communism. In that sense both the ‘bourgeoisie’ (the
capitalist wealth owning class) and the proletariat (the working class) were perfonning
their historically destined roles. In spite of the deterministic interpretation of history, the
individual had to play a very important role within the historical limits of his time, and
actively hasten the process.

Marx had a very powerful moral content in his analysis, and asserted that the
progress was not merely inevitable, but would usher in a perfect society free of alienation,
exploitation and deprivation. His materialistic conception of history emphasis the practical
side of human activity, rather than speculative thought as the moving force of history. In
the famous speech, Engels claimed that Marx made two major discoveries—the law of
development of human history and the law of capitalist development.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. State the three laws of dialectics as developed by Engels.

2. Who provided a detailed description of dialectical materialism?
3. What does the Marxist perspective say about the structure of society?

2.3 ALIENATION AND CAPITALISM

Marx’s thinking on this topic isrich and resi§ts neat systematizgtion. According.to Marx,
what is vital for the self-worth of human beings and the meaningfulness of tl}eu lives is
the development and exercise of their esgentx_al human powers, whose focx_ls 15 labou:r or
production. Since these powers ar historical in character, varymng from society to society

e history, the degree to which alienation is
a xpanding in the course of history, ol '
e (onthemticli g gn also varies, as a function both of what society’s productive

a systematic social phenomeno e
caya - :] o S?C dpofthe extent to which the human potentialities they represent have
Paciligh atedl d women. Generally speaking, the

i . to the lives of actual men an r ' .
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. . ienation in a
d sociall caused aliena Ly ! ! ) :
g:;g>r :ﬁﬁsﬁig zilr:lfl;at socie};v petween the human potentialities contained virtually in

society’s productive powers and the actualizatif)n of these m;mbc?ls. Tl?us the: }fOSSibilities
for alienation increase along with the productive powers 0 SOCICtYi] :’Iflas eSl_equwer;
expand, there is more and more room for a discrepancy be.tvqeen wha ur:latn 15 is a?

what it might be. There is more and more pressure on sclxi.lla fa;rangerzzn S .(t).a OV;,I i 0;
the lives of individual human beings to share .the' wealt l(o ) Cliggl:hat%icrleles ;V .10

belong to social labour. Marx’s criticism of capitalism Tad etlt S accommga; ts lt ;S
asocial system in which social arrangements have failed utterly oslatedie
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develops a one-sided specialty into virtuosity at the cost of the whole laboring
faculty, (capitalist manufacture) also makes the absence of development into a
specialty ... In (capitalist) manufacture the enrichment of the collective laborer,
and hence of capital, is conditioned by the impoverishment of the laborer in his
individual productive powers.” It is plain that Marx blames capitalist social relations,
and not the technical requirements of modern industry, for the fragmentation of
human beings and the impoverishment of their individual powers.

Capitalist society is characterized fundamentally by the fact that the means of

production are privately owned by a minority of the members of society who,
acting largely independently of one another, tend to employ these means in such
a way as to maximize the profit each earns on the investment. The nature of the
means of production, moreover, is to a considerable extent at the discretion of this
capitalist class, since their investment choices ultimately determine the selection
of these means from the range of possibilities afforded by the technical capabilities
of society, and even exercise a certain influence on the rate and dxrectign of
technical developments. These choices, moreover, are in the long run not arbitrary
or at the mercy of individual capitalists, but are tightly cons‘tra_me‘d through
competition with other capitalists by the requirement of prf)ﬁ_t maxumzatxpn. Th9se
capitalists who choose methods of production Which TaRImIZE Proﬁts s Usnns
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possible many-sidgdness of the laborer as a universal law of social cdishon
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individual, the mere carrier of a detail function, with the totally developed indiif)icdual

fit for the changing demands of labor, for i
, for whom differen i i
so many modes of activity relieving one another. it 1.7 oS are only

Capitalism and Freedom

Marx’s adherence to this notion of freedom is explicit: to be free ‘in fiswaterialisic

sense’ is to be ‘free not through the negati
S| : gative power of avoidi i
the positive might of making one’s true indivi duality co‘tll(r)lltc’img lm e

3 ntr
production. ol on the social conditions of human
Marx insisted that soci
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Freedom for Marx requ ade by individuals.
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Therefore, it is only in communist society that people can be truly free, because
human control over social relations can only be collective control, and only in communist
society can this control be exercised by and forall members of society: Communism,
says Marx, ‘consciously treats all natural (naturwiichsig) presuppositions as creations
of earlier human beings, divesting them of their natural character (Naturwiichsigkeit)
and subjecting them to the might of the united individuals’. Only communist society can
do this, because communist society will bea classless society, in it people will ‘participate

In society just as individuals.

Further, because individual self-expression and self-actualization are possible only

through the capitalist division of labour, even individual freedom will become possible
only with the collective human control over people’s conditions of life. Only within the
community has each individual the means of cultivating his :abilities onall sides; hence
personal freedom becomes possible only within the commumty._MaIX floe.s not conceive
of social control over the means of production as the e)'(c.lusw.n qf 1nd1v1.duaills from
ownership of what they produce and use. On the cox}trary, it1s caplte}hsm which involves
such exclusion, since it delivers the means and objects of production over to a class of
non-workers. Communism, as Marx sees it will be a system of ‘individual property for
the producer’, based on ‘cooperation and the possession in common ofland and the
means of production’. The means of production must be gwned collectwely; bec;usc? in
modern industry labour is directly social, and the disposition of tl,le means of p;? vtﬁtfgg
18 always an act affecting society as whole. Su.ch acts, 1n I:i/Iarx S cgr;rlrlluxgs sc;dety A
performed consciously. Decisions about them will be madetherrnicrasts 3 tyt,h eylabourin
awhole, and not by a privileged class, acting contrary to the Intere L) gf
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majority and subject to the alien constraint of prol it
Capitalism is based on some familiar philosophical vaiue ¢ p

actualization and positive freedom.

Most of these issues are empirical one
Cutor easily resolved. Any agsessment season
Probably be inconclusive. It is unlikely that anyo
€nough to be entitled to a strong opinion for or agains e
and its social causes. Ifmany people do_hOId strpngfip oL agai’nst M
only alternative to committing oneself in practic 0

: ity around us.
no effecti 1 the social reality a Lo
ctive stand whatever 0 B apitalist society aims at substantiating three
on

s, but this does not mean that they are clear
ed with the proper scholarly caution would
one, in Marx’s time or today, knows
t what Marx says about alienation
this is largely because the

arx would be to take

! Marx’s account of alienati
Principal theses:

1. The vast majori

2. The chief causes

. Is. & ;
mode of production preva! ill be abolished ina
3. Alienati : apervasive social phenomenon can and will
. Alienation as

) mode of production.
post capitalist (socialist O communist) ™ c

i less presupposed
1 i lated. Here, (1) ismore or
e ObVlouSII}\l/;:xt'zrtrliderstands it, is also dependent on (2)and

by both (2) and (3). But (1) itself, ﬂism ot of (1),a Marxist might cite widespread

3),and on his -holding the ino i italist societies, or
2 grounds for holdIg ¥ =" . ne people living in.capt ;
feclings of disorientation and dissatisfaction amongp P <, social hinkers and popular

i i ilosophers, & : SHESE
might point o the preoccup2ty Ofph' V\Fhether in an overtly Marxian or in various
1 substantiated, would not

falienation;
sts in capitalist society.

t y i i lienated.

fthis alienation cannotbe removedso longa
0

Consciousness with the problem 01 ions, however e
fon-Marxian forms. But these conmderzersta;ds ol
Strictly show that alienation, as Mars o

Karl Marx

NOTES

Self-Instructional
Material 101




Marx also refuses to address himself to procedural questions because he regards Karl Marx
them as premature. Such questions presuppose that we who ask them are all people of
good will, pursuing a disinterested search for the right way to live together. They presuppose

Karl Marx By the same token, a critic of Marx cannot suc
. ; o o vine ol cessfully rebut (1) merely b
arguing that people in capitalist societies are on the whole satisfied with tlfei)r lives, Zvez

ifa convincing case for this could be made out. Alienati ; it i
1 fundamentally a matter of consciousness or ofhow peogl;;zl\fgaﬁ‘colncewes ofit 1slnot also that the object of such a search is, at least in its fundamentals, something which can
l NOTES or their lives. Alienation is rather a state of objective unfy] ﬁllnf eel about thems.:e ve; be determined independently of detailed information about the technical resources NOTES
* really existing human needs and potentialities, The conscj ent of the ﬁ'ustratlonq available to society as regards its material production. Both presuppositions, in Marx’s
unfulfillment is merely a reflection of alienation, at mogt ousness people pave of th.lS : view, are false. As long as class society persists, the viability of any political mechanism
Marx’s real grounds for believing that people in capltahs: Symptom or evidence of it will necessarily be a function not of its suitability for promoting genuine liberty or
they are conscious of being alienated, bt rather the ob Society are alienated is Ifot.tlolat community, but only of the class interests it serves. Only after the abolition of class
for human fulfillment that must be frustrated as Iop Jt;cuve existence of potentialities society can people begin to decide, on the basis of the productive capacities then at their
prevails. Marx has no very definite conception ofpostg e capitalist mode of production disposal, how they will live together as free individuals. We have been considering
for fulfillment which he believes will be actualize;lc'ap ltahSt Soctety or of the possibilities challeng:es to Marx’s account of capitalist alienation based on the denial that people in
(3) because he has some clear idea of the waysin ;11.1 i He}lcf’ Marx does not believe capitalist society are really alienated. But many of Marx’s critics might be prepared to
provide people with opportunities for self.act“al‘i”za t(;h soli?hsm or communism will admit that alienation is a serious problem of modem society. The questionremains whether
i on, Rath i - . : :
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ﬁnall); flaumble. Torejectitis to embrace the paradoy th:m Science and technology 1 burden of Marx’s message is that capitalist social relations are the most pervasive and
thel-rsfi -gnderstan@g and their interdependence has tincreasing people’s povyexsa obvious cause of alienation, which mustbe abolished first, befog‘e lesser ormore hidden
eir freedom and their community, T b Do tendency to enrich their lives, c ATOS is no reason why Marx might not grant that §uch
uld defend urden of proof auses can be dealt with. But there 1 ) bu
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. Fetishism of Commodities

| nature to produce obj

that the}f need in orde.rto survive; objectifications is a necessary and universal aspect of
human life. These objects are produced for use by oneself or by others in the immediate
enwronmePt'—the.y are use values. The objects are the products of human labour and
cannot achieve an independent existence because they are controlled by the actors.

However, in capitalism this process of: objectification takes on a new and dangerous

form. Instead of producing for themselves or their immediate associates, the actors

produce for someone else (the capitalist), Th .
. . 1he 3 H 1
are exchanges in the open market for ioneyp(r:f:hca‘sn’;nma dofbeingused mmedieh

o belief changes into reality as t.he
o 2nd independent phenomena, *The commodity
ystical externa] reality’ (Marx/ 1967:35).

objects and their market become re
becomes an independent, almost

progressively loses control over them,

Therefore, a commog;
social character ofmmﬂﬁg Possesses us n, ; in it the
the product of that laboy. Iti appears to th ature, just because 11

sbecause the relati 3S an objective character imprint¢ 0

their own labour
between themsel\?:: l;:sf gﬁ:‘?vd “othem i the foﬁgg the producers to the sum totaxi‘; ¢
' ’ een soci : te
The beauty the products of al relations that do no

of Marx’ s di their labour
takes us from the leve] of dise mmodit; . . that it
€8 and their fetishism 15 that

structures. That is, .
peopl . actfon to the level oflarge_scale soglad

interact with other peop!® a

mysterig

, C1SCussion of
the mdlwdual actor
e endowed w;

re | ects, i
capitalism. The fetighi but this ng Process regy]
! S

. ' .Sm Ofco . ) e
independent objective reality thag jg - PRIt to t;:ets In something grotes;g:e
Reification - CXlernal to M and to the marketp

»and coercjye of, the actor.
The concepts of ¢, it

 concey Ommodities ishi
soclopolitical use, The conc . tia Ofeommogig e
socopal aluse. Th €pts see Amoditieg Would appear to be of lim! :_hﬁ

e activi Obe resr
atmore broadly if we ape ¢, . Yet Productjy, Cted to the economic realm, i€+ 1%, _4
to sociology. We ¢ ¢

Dthe whoje e 2CHVity can—_; _pe 100K
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reification implies that people believe that social structures are beyond their control and
unchangeable. This belief often comes to be a self-fulfilling prophecy. Then the structures
actually do acquire the character people endowed them with. By using this concept, we
can see that people reify not only commodities but also the whole range of social structures.

We can find the groundwork for a broader concept of reification in Marx’s own
discussion of labour. Basically Marx argued that as a social phenomenon, labour becomes
a commodity under the peculiar circumstances of capitalism. ‘Labor-power can appear
in the market as a commodity, only if and so far as, its processor, the individual whose
labor-power it is, offers it for sale, orsellsit, asa commodity’ (1867/1967:168). Once we
admit the possibility of one social phenomenon (labour) becoming reified, it becomes
possible for a wide range of other social phenomena to take on the same characteristic
(Lefebvre, 1968:16). Just as people reify commodities and other economic phenomena
(for example, the division of labour (Rattansi, 1982; Walliman, 1981) they also reify
religious (Barbalet, 1983:47), political and organization structures. Marx made this point
in reference to the state: ‘And out of this very contradiction between the individual and
the community the latter takes and independent form as the State, divorced from the real
interest individual and community’ (cited in Bender, 1970:176).

Marx had a few things to say about the range of reified social structures buthe
focused primarily on the structural components of the economy. It is these economic
structures that Marx saw as causing alienation by breaking down the natural

interconnectedness of people and nature.

Capital

mic structural element in Marx’s work is capital or the capitali.st
system. As an independent structure, capital (through ctlhe actors wl;;) (;pezte 0111 his
be geoisi loits the workers, who were and are Tesponsibie 10r 1 creation.

s L ower endowed by Nature—a productive

Marx talked of the power of capital appearingap : :
power that is immanent in ‘Capital’ (1867/1967). Thus people tend to reify capital by

believing that it is natural for the capitalist system that‘they have forgotten they produced
through their labour and have the capacity to change ‘by meaps of'its conversion 1rfto an
automation, the instrument of labor confronts the laborer, during the labor process, In the

i living labor-power’
shape of capi d labor, that dominates, and pump away, IVIng T2
(M;)rx 01 52%1;;16,;2%; This is what led Marx to conclude that capitalism is an inverted

world,

Before we get to a discussio

should be reminded that this is 2 book in sociolo : ory. Thus,
€Conomic ideas are introduced in order to ilustrate underlying and more basic sociological

1deas,

The most general econo

n of some of Marx’s economic ideas, the reader

Circulation of Commodities

Marx discussed not only the character of capital in general b1;t a;;zrtgz ;:;rﬂi(;tgrﬂ;’;
More specific components ofthe capitalistSYSICT PO SERE L il (1867
“Irculation of commodities, which he considered ‘the starting-po p

1967. . . culation of commodities. Both represent the
o iy twq typf:t?oftfg;ps that are external to, and coercive of, the

oney-Commodities-Money (M'C-M}fis
ther——-Commodities-Money-Commodltles

c . . o\
aracteristic of capital; the ©

(C‘M‘C)*is not.

gical, not economic, theory. Thus, the .
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In the simple circulation of commodities, the circuit C-M-C predominates. An
example of C-M-C would be the fisherman who sells his catch and then uses the money
to buy breaq. Inasociety characterized by the simple circulation of commodities, exchang®
is accomphsh.ed by ‘the conversion of the commodity into money, and the re-conversion
ofthe money into commodity’ (Marx, 1867/1967:105). This circuit however, does not
existin isolation; itis inextricably interrelated to similar circuits involvino, other commodities:
ms type of exchange process “develops a whole network of social re?ations spontaneous
in their growth and entirely beyond the contro of the actors’ (Marx, 1867/1967:112).

The simple circulation of ¢ iti
. mmoditieg
can be considered t et

In the capitalist circuit. 1
Beal s Teferred to ¢
;967: 147), the individual actor buysa comnfol:l/li:yn\(ﬁtsh b
or money. He i ;

SN g;s méﬁgﬁ?ggo?;negl ﬁ§he1jman buys new nets with his profits in Order. o
of commodities, is charac;teri ; filrcmt, e toths circuit under the simple circula“"“
and the same time, on S RO antithetical yet complementary phases. A¢ o

hase is another’ssale, The circulation of COmmOd%qes

uying in order to sell’ (1867
money and in turn exchanges!

'€ person’s purc

The importance of the M-C.-

more abstract process th, M circuit, frop, : .. ..+ an VeV
anC-M- s . LOUT POINt of thatitisan .
the result that the essence of cI:i,iC The‘rea ¢ VIEW, 15 ith

. ommodity declines in significanc® "
. tal is “nodity declines in signi o i
S s greater abstractnegg py, red.uced ultlmately to the ‘unreal’ cir culatio”

1S evenmore likely to begme - : .

€ma] i
toand Coercive of actors.

Private Property
Marx also analysed the procesg by which
Ch priy.

In his view, of courge py:
’ Private propery 1
> lke the
e < .

) d ate Prope - capitalism,
is derived from the [alyq Sy Ity becomes reified €2 1.,
s

other sry, it
the necessary ¢ cture components of 4P~ it
nsequen .o+ fTvate . 1es
s himselg’ ces, °f§121/enate d labour%}(llfl:ﬁy 15 thus the prOd?C}:’ tfvirker {0
contes] T 1964. Cxternal relation of the V" ¢l
o 0vef, this fact Insteaq of co 64j - Howeyer relatlor.l f ultt 2 zj/
yit. As with all Other S Iltl'olllng prIV ate P WOI'kCI'S lose Slght ol, ntrolle
Property was direc ot Componepg ofhL prczperty; the workers are co x yat?
to his politica] goqfs. Inrelat; Ohis eqr Y Work AX’s work, his conception © ol 8
that not only js Private pr em R vate prope Ou}?an Potential and action 3: 4 Gleﬂ:r
ll;;u Tl exacerbates alienatjop }, e~ Cto alienatlsdearller Jlcvar e (steno” £
process. If people are to reg|; 1 Posing ; tself ed laboyr but, once in €X¥! Ction
Property as wel] ag ] the oth 128 their Man poy Ctween people and the Pr jot?
er Otent; ;
g;?scendenc? ofall estrangemStructur COmponee o o they must overthro posi'j‘/6
eete, tohishuman ; so:n]t —thatigg, say, ?lfs of capitalist society: ‘th° pfarﬂily’
> S0C1al exjgto > e Teturn of ligio™
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arx, 1932/1964:136).

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

4. How does Marx define 'freedom'?
5. What do you mean by reification?
6. What are the two types of circulation of commodities?

Karl Marx

NOTES



tonlong wangpan
2.4

tonlong wangpan


Karl Marx

24 SUMMARY

. :;;’g;lrz riVIar:; and Engels shared a theoretical orientation, there were many
e ces etween the two men. Marx tended to be a highly abstract thinker, a N
isor derly intellectual and very oriented to his family. Engels was a practical o
thinker, a neat and tidy businessman.

e Many Marxists considered Dialects Materialism as the theoretical source of several
types Of Marxism. Marx never used this name which refers to the societal and
econf)mlc transformation born of the material forces. Usually it is seen as the mix
of Historical materialism (or the ‘materialist conception of history’) a name

specified to Marx style in the study of society, economics and history.

° Marxigm is a fundamentally materialist philosophy because the foundation ofit is
the be!lef that the overall account of everything is matter which is characteristic
of reaht'y. Ifempirical study is able to identify the whole aspects of matter, therefore,
matter is accepted as the beginning and ending of all reality.

rything ‘contains two mutually incompatible

essential and indispensable parts or aspects «
atural world is the feature

th ensuring a continuous

® The Marxist conclusion is that eve
and exclusive but nevertheless equally
Tht? essential idea is that this union of opposites in 1
Wl'“Ch makes every unit auto-dynamic in nature along wi
drive for movement and transformation.

® The law of negation was formed to explain this predisposition of natural world.

Accordingly, Marx and Engels state that to organize to move forvsfard or replicate
asuperior number, creatures are inclined in the direction of negating themselves.

) The law of transformation states that constant quantitative growth leads to changes
' quality by ‘leaps’ in thé environment, resultingin production ofa totally new
variety or creature. This is the way in which ‘quantitative development becomes

® Lenin was the foremost to provide a detailed description of. dialgcﬁcal materialism
In Materialism and Empirio-Criticism (1908). Itinvolves .approx'lmatgl)./three axes:
@ the ‘materialist invention’ of Hegelian dialectics, '(11) the historicity of 'mo,r?l
Philosophy designed to class conflict and (iii) the junction of ‘laws of evoluthn in
physics (Helmholtz), biology (Darwin) and in political economics (Marx).

® Dialectical materialism was criticized by Marxist acgdemicians including
II:/IdaTX?St thinkers like Louis Althusser 0f i who propounded a

arxist ‘philosophy of praxis’ in its place.

’ I\I\zarx ’s thinking on this topic is rich and resists nea
th arx, what is vital for the self-worth of human bein
¢ eir lives is the development and exercise of their esse

Ocus is labour or production.

°
One cause of alienation cited by Marx is
pOten_tlalitieS by the capitalist division of 1
Prominent and fundamental in Marx’s accou R

® The basis ofall of Marx’s work on social structures, and_the.pl.ace in whlch_that
Work is most clearly tied to his views on human potentlal, is in his analysis of
Commodities.
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3.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit you will lear about the Marxian discussion on the dialectical approach which
he derived from Hegel and which in fact shaped all of Marx’s work. Much of sociological
thinking was dominated by the contrast of dialect with causal logic. The dialectic
emphasizes that among the elements of social world there are no simple cause and
effect relationships; fact and value do not seem to be divided c.learly betfveen aline; and
there are no hard and fast dividing lines among phenomena in th.e soc1fal world. Marx
devoted his attention to dialectical and critical analyses of cgpltahgt society, despite his
political orientation towards the creation of a communist society. His insights into actors
and structure should be viewed in the context ofl}lS opinions on human nature, Wh{Ch 15
the basis for his critical analysis of the contradictions of f:apltahm}- A.&ccordmg to hlz‘l, a
disagreement exists between our human nature and work in the capitalist l;syster?h Worl te;s
get alienated from their labour because it does not belong toﬂ';hem., k“thf:n ert:)kine
capitalist, Marx put forward most ofhis opinions inresponse to the quick changes taking

) i . lization, primarily in Germany. He also studied the
Place in Europe asaresult of industrial tllll,el;r adverse affects on the actors. He also

nature of the structures of capitalism and e s 1

elaborated on the pivotal role played by °°mm(.’dmes " °aﬁ$'gmizﬁ
‘rectification’ to explain the process whercby socisl SIIC® 2093 th ital is the most
and independent of human action. In this context, it can be said that capital is the mos
reified components in a capitalist society.

3.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be ableto: )
* Understand the contribution of Mar’s works towards
of sociological theory

the evolution and growth

Karl Marx
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Karl Marx e Discuss the concept of dialectical materialism
o Analyse the various aspects of capitalism and its important constituents
» Explain the sociological elements involved in the process of commodity production
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3.2 CLASS CONFLICT

According to Marxism, it can be easily stated that ‘class is not than to say what class
is.’ A collection of persons having familiar characteristics is not a class. A case in point,
the proletariat cannot be labelled as a collection of people ‘as against capital’. In societal
setting, class is not organizational or related to a particular ‘place’ (a position in society
which a person may possibly ‘occupy’ or persons might be ‘interpolated’, etc.). The
dissimilarity is insignificant one among ‘empiricist’ and ‘structuralist” Marxism, which
treat classes as crowds of persons or as ‘places’. For the desire of an extra suitable
expression we shall study the analysis which takes care of classes either as crowd of
people or places as the ‘sociological” formation of class.

For Marxists class was considered as a societal bonding ‘like capital itself> (Marx
1965, 766). Abond is neither a collection of people even when there may be bonding in
aspecified collection of people or a position where a group may be formed or situated.
Keeping away such ideas, it can be said that class is the relation itself (like the relationship

between capital and labour) more particularly, a relation of struggle.

Therefore, classes as identified bodies in social context do not take part in the

conflict, In fact the basic principle of class is class struggle. Even better, ‘class struggle

IS class itself”. (This is the way Marx established ‘class’ in the beginning of The Comm.u;'ﬁst
Manifesto.) Marx noted that ‘class struggle’ is fundamental to ‘class’ b3_’ emphasizing
that suryival “for itsel"—which is the conflicting survival under pressure—is fundamental

{0 the survival of ‘class’ (Marx 1969, 173).
Here we will talk about the origin of class as a bonding (a bonding of conflict) as
the ‘Marxist’ origin of class: where, in addition to, it is easier to use this term. And on the

Other hand, disgracefully, the sociological origin of class comes up with the awkwardness

that every person of bourgeois society is not clearly the ?ntegral part of the groups
labe]je g ‘capitalists’ and ‘proletarians’. The awkwardness is produced by the origin of
from this awkwardness sociological

C asses gg ' or ‘vl > and t awa
aces’ and to get away : :
i e i ddle strata’, ‘middle classes’ and so onand

ollection of people and are academic

abr ications created by poor theoretical system. On the other hand, .Mamst origin of
°'ass comes across no such problems, which considers class-bonflmg (for.example,
“Apital-labouir bonding) as organizing the lives of dissimilar persons in dissimilar ways.
itati nces can the composition of life take as aresult
of cﬂpi\tzhl- T;gf:&i‘:::‘ﬁ:‘g;ipgf:; Zain, a bond of conflict)? The type r?'ferrec? by
X Was that of ‘exploitation/expropfiaﬁon’- Additional varieties cqnsxst of ‘nf:lus‘f’{’/
exc!usion, (Foucault), along with sincorporation/reﬁlsal’, ‘appropnanon{expennge in
dition ¢ ‘homogen,eity/heterogeneity’ (Bataille) and (Marcuse, Tronti). The listing is

en(’menologically’ long and indefinite.
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. There is a disparity among the Marxists and sociological analysis. As shown
prev1ously,_ Marxist observes the ‘pure’ labour (positioned at the farthest left-hand region),
whose somgtal position (every one of dissimilar ‘intermediate” forms) is not in any way
at odds and in gpposition to him, and he is by no means ‘methodologically’ advantaged;
nor the ‘pu're’ industrialist . Together they somewhat are viewed erely as forms fused
together \.v1th cach other in differently arranged multitude. Alternatively, the sociological
observation ‘Fakes.care of the “pure’ labour in addition to the ‘pure’ i’ndustrialist like
‘methodological pillars’ suspended among the network .-1- i

g ork of transitional classes.

Accordin is dissimilarity ic ¢ion:

ol 20 "%l:(i) Marx, this dissimilarity is significant as the ‘pure’ worker OF labour

‘traditional wc;rkins gar;of for the reason of comparative reduction of the size of the
gelass’ (evenif the particular hypothetically imagined collection©

people is distinct). In . Site | i
p ). In fact, the opposite is trye as the income bonding is a ‘hourgeois al

mystifying form’ (Marx 1965 Part
and particularly the industrialist. v D. And whosoever stays within its parameth o

separated with himself. His roots staho o man}lfaCture.r.of‘surplus value_’ Jives Z
Y caughtup in exploiting the labour while he dream
refore, the series ofcla:s conflict goes all the W2
there is no awkwardness in Conce;‘ifPIUS-valtlg’. Again, for the Marxist origin Ofcms;
bonding organizes ina hostile wa ng the particular methods in which CUPital'la?O-

T b S ; S
pristine form reduces the socig]o i o th.e .Othel hand, absence of the working ¢1as3 g
gical origin of the class and brings it to the Jowest jevek

t capable of emepa.mclllar crowds or situations: y {he

' The basis of socig
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forevery person. There
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the pattern system i
throughout is not ju
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S Increg. 'ke
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While among the Marxist and the sociological origins of class, again one more
spot of dissimilarity is, naturally, political. The sociological outlook promotes policy of
coalitions among classes and portions of class: along with it gives emphasis to the ‘pure’
labourer’s class an advantaged—important and dominant—political character. In Marxist

outlook, there is impossibility of these types of coalitions. The ‘pure’ labourer class (a

person in a job as compared to jobless, the ‘direct’ manufacturers of ‘surplus value’
compared to the ‘indirect’ manufacturers, the ‘proletariat’ compared to the ‘lumpen
proletariat”) does not have politically a procedural advantaged position, as these ‘places’
do not subsist. There is no issue of assigning to ‘rising’ as compared to ‘declining’
classes to domination of radical significance or power: these terms only make sense as
soon as classes are viewed as positions or as collectivity of people. Lastly, the entire
idea of forefront political party (added with its watered down variations) is reversed as
the dissimilarities among ‘advanced’ plus ‘backward’ class fundamentally fade away

amid the sociological origin of class.

However, classes are not collectivity of people or positions except bonds of conflict,
therefore radical struggle obtains the shape of struggle among the collectivity (for all
times it happens improperly and contaminatedly) which is implicitly the result of class
conflict. It is not implicitly sociological as in the case, the appearance of ‘pre given’
classes—next to very last—interested more in already known academic and opinionated
‘truth’. The issue facing the person is not on whose region however relatively, on which
region (which region of class bonding) he or she is situated; and yet this concluding
query is not implicitly the collective preference among the surviving positions or
responsibilities. Not merely, in terms of quantity as well as in terms of quality, the
characteristic feature of conflict of class is natural inconsistency. The focal point of the
Marxist origin of class penetrating the question of alternatives by means of which class
conflict deals with us and in this procedure forbids plea to whichever responsibility or
position or collectivity of people in which (according to sociology) we are by now situated
prior to whatsoever our decisive promise W€ want to make.

One can obtain sociological knowledge from Marx’s manuscripts if there is a
desire. Marx was notatall times a socialist, positively aqd particularly in his political
works. In the ‘two great camps’ origin of class prom'ot.ed in Commum.st Manifesto, the
consequences of building the Marxist origin of class‘h‘e in out.nghtly sociological logic. A
long time before his detractors and ‘revisionists’ cnnc1ged, itwas l\/’Iarx who wrote that
with the growth of capitalism it was expected that the ‘mldd'le classgs would ll}m‘lerically
increase. Marx, nevertheless, wrote book labelled Cagztal, \ivhlgh h’ad asingle cla§s
bonding (the capital-labour bonding) which was academically ‘object’ addressed. This

mystery can be solved merely by focusing on his coment regarding the * n?iddle classe.S’
tobe sociological and by means 0 1e major argument of Capital as Marxist

fevaluating tl
in the above mentioned logic. M TR
every time it needs to set up Marxist identification,

The sociological origin of class, e LR 2
forever turns into ‘gcl:onomic—detenninist’. This is for the reason th'af the single ln(.h(?ator
of class link (‘class’ at this point being viewed again as a position or collect1v1ty of

ding to the ‘means of production’.

: ) i 1 bon:
people) is, according to Marx’s work, the universal bondir
In addition to being bonded to the ‘means of production’, nevertheless persons are part

ofa class. and locate themselves ponded to the state and to ‘ideology’ and also to the

iologi igl roduces a system of
local 7 refore, the sociological origin of class pro
siliand sg o s ces’ or ‘instances’ (Althusser) and has to tackle

detacl e ¢ ) ractl : :
ed societal ‘levels : d. The reply i familiar: in the last instance ‘the

que ‘Jevels’ are linke ; : L
& co;y thow these ‘leve s itselfas necessary”. In additional terminology, sociological
omic movement asserts ¢ '

Karl Marx

NOTES

Self-Instructional
Material 109




NUTES

Se/'/'.]n.\-];'(,w rional
110 Material

Marxism totals to a fiscal conclusion with lengthy and intricate ‘deterministic’ series. To
assertthat, as Althusser did, sucha premise is no longer fiscal is like maintaining that a
machine is no longer machine due to the asset of number of cogwheels its motor drives.

The whole thing is dissimilar to the Marxist origin of class. Marx’s difference
among class ‘initself’ and ‘for itself’ is in use as unique, not among the ranks of society
e the sociological and the Manxist origins of class itself: if a class turns out to be
as soon as it is ‘for itself” subsequently political struggle by .means of all its erratic
consequences and growth and expenses previously put together into what sociological
Marxist identify as fiscal ‘base’. While sociological Marxists try to uni Snl higch it
presumes to be separate and on the foundation of the threshold and d';:‘lfl' 2 Ea o ly on
the cause and effect and external associations nevertheless ‘st‘rul lculfyfsflnlfe zer)
variety; Marxist Marxism travels in the reverse direction and illu(;ttlrl:ties Eiiffterl:;ces

contained by an opposing entirety, i.e., insi i
,1.6., Inside a; . i
sum total: ‘The concrete is co g ey and Seimetively .

relation) is present—wholly present, t;l:)l(lglme’ bo}lrgFOiS society (the capital-labout
the individuals who form that soci " dualitatively different ways—in each Of

ety’s mo i
long ago by the early Lukacs: ‘It is nottyth 7ients or part. The essential thing was said
€ Primacy of the economic motives in historical

explanation that constitutes the decisive d:
‘ : 1ve di '
thought, but the point of view of totality’ (Llfliz:esnlc;blegﬂeen o AR
2,

. m .
ewish Question’ ong the ranks of political state an

: —and !
ton of people iy th Tecommends the previous as the

lass, ‘the pojng Ofv.eir readiness may participate. In the
W oftotality’ discards specifically

extensi iety i i Pelception
disﬂlua;ivtfl:e\(,iafrr1 i Whl?}.l Class conflicts err;tt}'le CI
e fom the politica] pro e 1cally take place
A ttylt): Ol program disqualifjeg an’d bri €2 ofpolitica] pro
entatively conventiong] politica] sp;‘ngs 10 periph
The already ment; Ay
.. 0 1
condition of a justificati e “Xplanationg
tion of'the gy 0 not agge
to be retold. They aspire to 8 of the clagg vors 1 1O the wholeness or t0 e

: Some : c : ;
of class involves. As for the What, maje ; i have been tried systematlcal y
Consideratio o about what he i

. Not only no subject is
gram is itself disqualifi®

eryall ¢ i 0
s hat which is not part

proposition may possib] Marxi cepnoﬂ
. ybe dan as arxist pert

wnl}mh appears to be productive f%:tr\(;/l}lxsi that the OnIy;::S-r,;lent of this perception, ¥

only and exclusive such bog; gofe Ich enquireg o th Sible way of analytical inquiry
our lives. Andat this poing thege . oLt Which,in oy . C2Pital-labour relation” i
bonding (sexual and raci Canbe ng 0 €Ty part of jtg fulfillm titutes
‘capital relation’ just ol b.o nds, for €Xam o replaCingM . .e'nt, i sO
them. JUSE 25 FOF it8 frac g, 1 T ) AT€ arbitragg - oo ional VP

> 1t Subgj fated all the way through
StS as arbitrageq all the}\livay throu?

The first and foremost sociologist and economist of the capitalist regime was
Marx. He had a certain notion of that regime, of the fate it imposed upon men, and of the

- - progression it would go through. As sociologist-economist of the system, he had the

capitalist view of the sociological issues; he had no exact image of what the socialist
system would be, and he repeatedly said that man cannot know the future in advance.

From 1848 until the end ofhis life, Marx apparently ceased to be a philosopher
and became a sociologist and, more of, an economist. He had received an excellent
economic education and knew the economic thinking of his time a few men did. He was,
and wanted to be, an economist in the strict and precise sense of the word.

The Communist Manifesto is a propaganda pamphlet in which Marx and Engels
presented some of their scientific thoughts in combined form. The vital theme is the
class struggle. They maintain that all history is the history of the class struggle: free men
and slaves, patricians and plebeians, barons and serfs, master artisans and journeymen.
In short, the oppressors and oppressed have been in perpetual conflict with one another
and have carried on a relentless struggle, at times covert, at time open. It has always
ended with a revolutionary change of the whole society or with the mutual devastation
of the warring classes. Human history is characterized by the struggle of human groups
called ‘social classes’, which are characterized in the first place by an antagonism between
oppressors and oppressed and in the second place by an inclination towards a polarization
into two blocs. All societies having been divided into warring classes, contemporary
capitalist society does not vary from those that preceded it. However, the ruling and
exploiting class of contemporary society, namely the bourgeoisie, presents certain
characteristics which are without precedent.

The bourgeoisie is unable to maintain its suPeriority without perm:§n.ent1y
revolutionizing the instruments of production. According to Marx, t.he bourg'ec?lsw has
developed the forces of production more ina few decades tha_m previous societies have
done in many centuries. Engaged in heartless ch.ngetltlol}, the capitalists he.lv.e
revolutionized the means of production. The bourgeoisie1s creating a global market; it is
destroying the leftovers of the feudal system and the t'rad.ltlonal. commugltlesl- BU;J}ISihaS
the forces of production which gave birth to the capitalistregime had developed in the
heart of feudal society, so the forces of production which will give birth to the socialist

regime are ripening in the heart of modern society. .
d proletarians there are presently various

Marx did not deny thatamong capitalist an
in-between eroups—artisans, petite bourgeoisie, merchants and peasant lando\yners,
gl ’ the development of the capitalist

However, he made two statements. First along Wiﬂ.’ ; ; ions i
regime th,ere will be an inclination towards crystalllzatl‘on of sc;;ml :;Lang:’so 1211t;)sts\::
groups: the capitalists on the one hand, and the proletarians on the o I. ,

‘bili litical system and an idea of a social
and only two, represent the possibility for a po SYBIEY T
system )(,)n tflergfy of the decIi)siVe conflict, everyone will be indebted to join either the

itali : the proletarian class seizes power, there
capitalists or the proletarians. On the day when :
Will be a final split with the course of In fact, the hostile nature of all

all previous history.
own societies will disappear.

Marx regarded politics 2
Occurring within the society itsel
social conflicts, Political power i
class, maintains its control and its €Xp
logically entail the disappearance Of P
State are seemingly the by-products Of

nd the state as phenomena less important to what is
political power as the appearance of

- He presented . &
fthe rIr)leans by which the ruling class, the exploiting

Joitation. The abolition of class contradictions must
olitics and of the state, because politics and the

the expressions of social conflicts.
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3.3

income earning. They form their different modes of man’s exploitation by man. The
bourgeois mode of production constitutes the last opposed social formation because, or
rather to the level that, the socialist mode of production, i.e., the connection of producer,
no longer involves man’s exploitation by man or the subordination of manual labourers to
a class wielding both possession of the means of production and political power. :

On the other hand, the Asiatic mode of production does not seem to form a period
in Western history. The Asiatic mode of production characterizes a civilization different
from the West. The Asiatic mode of production does not seem to be distinguished by the
subordination of slaves, serfs or wage earners to a class possessing the means of
production, but by the subordination of all the workers to the State. Ifthis understanding
of the Asiatic mode of production is accurate, the social organization would be
characterized not by class struggle in the Western sense of the term, but by the exploitation
of the whole society by the state or the bureaucratic class. We must accept the fact that
according to Marx, in view of that each society is characterized by its infrastructure or
mode of production, distinguished four modes of production, or four stages in the history
of the mankind, preceding to the socialist mode of production, which is situated beyond

prehistory.

CuecK YOUR PROGRESS

7 What is the Communist Manifesto?

8. State the characteristics of the Asiatic mode of production.

THEORY OF REVOLUTION AND OTHER
CONCEPTS

Marx knew that revolutionaries needed a new theory ef 11i§tory. So he took the best
theory of history available, that of Hegel, and he stood it on its head. The res.ult wasa
new theory of history as summarized by Marx in his preface to A Contribution to the

Critique of Political Economy written in 1859. These ideas were all e)fpresseei in one
of the great literary documents of the nineteenth century, The Communist Manifesto of

1948.

The mani
is to raise the positio
for the proletariat to

step in the revolution by the working class

n of ruling class, t0 win the battle of democracy’. The normal way
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course vary from state to state according to their circumsta

: . in’ nce i
laid down as essential prerequisites for a communist society: wukthe-following ae

e Abolition of property i icati
Wl property in land and application of al] re
° Progressive or graduated income tax.
e Abolition of all rights of inheritance
e Confiscation of the property ofall emigrants anqd rebels

o Centralisation of credit in the ha
with state capitals and an exclusi

nts of land to public

nds of the state by means of national banks
Ve monopoly,

AT ent :
° Equal liability of all to labour. Estapy; s of production owned by the state.
for agriculture. '

All this goes to sho mi
s w th . Cbene
transition from capitalist to the : s ManlfeSto contem Htto the workers
state which represents the poWel‘:“’f?mclalist order, Th; Plat.e.s a gradual though rapid
bourgeoisie may not alloy the 0" the workers, 11 lik ionis to be effected by the
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circumstances the workers \;Volllll:jels1 Which hit Way of'the Proletarian government
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. Marx’s programme i thus b S0cial congjss 1at can achieve their ends
in o far as Marx held that o S both eyglyg; 5 tion’,
capitalist society and NeW socig) re i
a st Vol ; 3

evolutionary also in ag Saresult of na od Utionary, It is evolutionary

*Merge gradually out of the

the sense thy heh, N progresc;
*Ve decay of the Jatter. It iS

by peaceful means in countrieg like By, eld th

traditions exists, | .

- In the othe ool .

. r i d ' ‘ '
fundamental, socia] g g by Countrigg Wwh and POssibly Hojp attain their objectives
saci el OMic ohgr . Vere congj; and where democratic
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superseding the present SysthOIdS that resortstlmpossib eexcs are not so favourable,
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effect of the system and to tell the workers that their emancipation lay in their own
hands. The programme of Marx is revolutionary in as much as it insists upon the
irreconcilable antagonism between the interests of capitalist and labour and regards
class war as an inexorable historic necessity. It is revolutionary also in the sense that it
has ‘no respect for vested interest incompatible with its ideal, and is ready to take any
steps towards its goal when considerations of formal or traditional legitimacy’.

Stages

ccupies in the entire process by which the bourgeois
cialist in which the means of production
1d be better appreciated if we remember

The vital place which revolution o
system of production is to be replaced by the so
are in the control and possession of the state wou
that Marx divides it into two stages.

The first stage is marked by the political revolution \yrpught by the middle class.
Its purpose is to destroy the political superiority of the nobility and the clergy aﬂ{i VL
political power, first for the middle class and next for the'rr%ass of pf:ople..The political
revolution tends to equalise civil liberties and destroy privilege. Itis notits purpose to
equalise economic difference or put power in the hands of the proletariat. For this purpose
another revolution, namely, the proletarian, isneeded. England had the first revolution in
the seventeenth century which is knownas the B%oodles§ Revolution of1688. The lllcuelfo;m
Act of 1832 also brought abouta similar revolution. This revo}utlon m.ay.be lp;:il;e . ,but
need not be so. The other type of revolutioq took place mn Rluss1§ 111.1 a;morlsz
accompanied by violence and force. According to Marx,“r,ea 50;113 :liral:lfls method
established unless the proletarian reV01Uti°n.haS e Place. i dm; 4 eyIt must however
is deﬁnitely revolutionary in the sense that it involves yiolence an ' or'C 5 e
be remembered that the violent revolution whichputs the Pmlett?;lzg;g Stgug Tty
ushers a new system of production i the final phase thhle CO}? the way for it has been
the two classes. According to MarX, itcan take Rlace on }.’W e?t iem an the existing
Prepared by the development of the contraction mherent.tm Cl?:s 2 co:mtries R
system of production has its Vitality Itis unwise {0 FOrC 5P

conditions are not ripe for it.

We may therefore conclude that whateve
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entire trend of his argument i definitely 1€V0 e e of
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etarian State

r Marx might have said about the
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U.nfortunately, Marx is reticent in regard to the organisation of the proletariat
state vyhlch is to replace the capitalist order. Beyond laying down that the mleg“.iaw;()u]d
Oreabs i’.tselfas the ruling power after the capitalist state has been smashcfd the Manifest
says nothing. _Bui one thing is clear. The dictatorship of the proletariat wo ’ ldel:) i anifes }cz
a class organisation as the capitalist state, which it seeks to supplant: it u lc(,i as mglc
free society alid would retain certain features of the old ordeiipIt 21 1\3/011 not (;1 a
90erc1ve machmel"y of its predecessor. There are, however. two vi'ral \c;/(f){-l Preserveyt e
it and the old regime. Whereas in the old capitalist sta t’e s iferences bet?\ .CCI;
PO explotrnd suppress the majority, in the new st,ate it s i pol'm(?a
whlch'would expropriate the minority. In the second p] gyl be the ma) On.ty
state aimed at the maintenance of class distinetions ancII) Ace, whereas the old capitalist
dictatorship of the proletariat would be as much a ¢ security of the owning class, the

ass organisation as the capitalist

In Civil War in France Marx gi
: : TX ZIVES US some detai
dictat 5 ; e details ab ot
orship of the proletariat. The proletariat would set up its(z)l\l:ntlh ce Oigalllilszt1011 of the
S entralised apparatus
; : api
againstattacks from enemies within and with pitalist class and defend the new order
anthichits e pElEE A oyt 1thout. It would set up atotall islative
force and the authority would B L ATEW proletar o ana ity
e ou dremain with the proletarian py S ipaliceni mllxtmy
€, police, etc. would a]] demolishgd ;tyaln short, the bourgemsl
; nd something new woul
was wholly i : Viet Russ; : ©
vholly mn accordance with the Marxiap vie\i{.u;fla after having wrested power
; the a5
e they had to maintain the state
NEW state against its enemies-

1 : lasses
i wh and ¢j ;
A e ofa”,”(;}; ;hﬁﬁee developmen; of(:?S; ?’f’agomsms, we
zlish, p.105) Ch is the condition

3.3.2 The Dictatorship of the Proletarj
rlat

n .
Democrats, the Anarchists anq Bels aS aresult of 5 ¢ P of the proletarjat emerged
S RoE Sl €bate with al
e observat; Cantly from, the p the German Soc1a
m different sourceg, ]?hbe Puttogether frorr)n fhiotamatks

the Crit; tWo maj
que o major ; e
T'he concept of the dictatolfship of f the Gothq Progian::(ts’ however, Wer
e.

of Marx’s theory on the the prol ;
Nature of C rOletariat el

state. [t was a concept that divideq t}(:mrnumst societ dthe key to the understanding

the one hand and the Soca] © Marxists oy, and the ol of the proletarial

rats o €ing i
The Communist Manifyg, Nthe othe,. Sts from the Anarchists %

- Thes
solely made en passant and fr,,
the Civil War in France anq

The phrase “dictatorshj

there any mention of
the comp]
Marx and En Plete elj . "VaSnot ygaq ;
to capture th%eslfast?l((ie 2bout he “pglliltli]::]on Ofthe Sta eS ;: In the Manifesto. Nor W3
» G8Stroy al] rul Werand the ety
state machinety

disappearance of th Privi] ©pr i
€ state, ©88S of the oldp Oletariap, advisingthe worker®

Clagg
» and prepare for eventu?

p of the Proletarjae»

We have seen above ¢

s at fiy
raise the proletariay Jirst st

10 th ey
e Osi,,‘oh 5 Ievo[utio,, b

) by t ;
e rulmg cl e wo"k’ng class is to
510 win the battle of

democracy.... The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degrees,
all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize all instruments of the production

in the hands of the state, i.e. of the proletariat organized as the ruling class; and
to increase the total of productive force as rapidly as possible. (Marx 1975)

Marx and Engels were convinced that the existing states, whether as instruments of
class domination and oppression or rule by bureaucratic parasites on the whole society,
would grow inherently strong and would remain minority states representing the interests
of the small, dominating and powerful possessing class. It was only when the proletarian

majority seized the state structure that the state assumed that it was powerful machinery

which the proletariat had to contend with while preparing its revolution. In the later part

ofhis life, Marx was convinced of the imperative need to destroy the state and establish
the dictatorship of the proletariat. In the initial stage, bearing in the example of the
French Revolution of 1789, he anticipated a seizure of the existing state machine by the
revolutionary proletariat; for he pelieved that political centralization would assist the

revolutionary progress.
The initial “capture” thesis of the state, however, yielded to the ‘smash” thesis

Subsequently. The former viewpoint was articulated in the Manifesto, vyhere the‘ faxistin§
state structures would be used for revolutionizing the mode ofproduction. The smash
isian Communards, as

th(?SiS was articulated in response to the experience of the Parl g %
evident in the Civil War in France and the Critique of the Gotha Progr an;n}zle. : ta
book review written around 1848-1849, Marx observed that the destruction 0 the state

had only one implication for the suppression Of the another Class. (Draper 1977)

In March 1850, the phrase «dictatorship ofthe proletariat” repiacedfth);cul;a:)l?dtiunagly
POWer during an emergency for a limited period of time. Marx did not detine, 1 y

. i i t its relationship
L) i i letariat entailed and wha
b th e wi I dieiorshl P 1t of the class character of the

With the state was. It was “a social description, @ statemelnns of government authority”
Political power. It did not indicate a statementa

lass
ept was both a statement of the ¢
Draper e i 't;teigr? I;(t;'pl())litical power itself. “Itis in fact the

Character of politi deseri e
political power and a desCIP™= R

Tt of political O\Eer which guarantees its class character . (Mil1 . )
: proletariat was by the entire class, for

i i c : ; ;
To Marxand Engels, the i i Jves.Ina series of articles written in

"®Volution would be made by the maSSGSb ;lel:zrl?:jﬂy compiled under the title The Class

eue Rheinische Zeitung, which Were st
. ’ t
Struggles in France (1848-1850) Marx contended tha

1 ¢ class dictatorship of
..The declaration of the permanence of the revolution, th

i+ ol e abolition of the class
the proletariat as the necessary transit p;IZ;]tie;Ztians ofproducrion -
istincti ition 0 ol
jhlsf’?clnons generallybto tetabd Jations that correspond 10 these
vhichthey rest, to the abo

i [social re Y : .
i 11:1011 of al 'ofa” the ideas that result from
elations of production, 10

he revolutionizing
these social relations. 4
the di tatorship of the bourgeoisie. He saw the need to
e dic

is form of state as a
:at. And he saw this : .
f the P ool oy less society. Like the
hecessary transition to the abolition of all ?1asses mrtglst:ézstiould assume a myriad
g;ctatorShip of the bourgeoisie, the dicmtorsblp'rolfeﬂ;?cliatorship ofthe proletariat s inits
Political forms. It could be very democrati: ing class, the poor, and
Cssence the use oi“ state power t0 defend the interestsl qf t(l)x; v:;;l;tyga i Irt)defends
the fOnnerly oppressed. It defends collective ownership 01P
§ : : are.
“righttoa job, the right to universal health €&

fat Marx wanted to get rid of
Place it with a dictatorship 0
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3.3.3 Surplus Value

Ina capitalist society, the ruling class acquires surplus value as a kind of profit. Since the
ruling class owns the land and the factory machinery as private property, the worker is

forced to sell the labour power to the capitalist to eamn their livelihood. So. in this way, the
capitalist becomes the owner of not just the means of :

labour power which he has acquired by pa
the final product. Once the owner-
value, in addition to the value of

. production, but also a worker’s
Oy Paying wages, to use in production, as well as
t(}:lapltah;t Paysaworker’s wages, he owns the surplus

€ wWor er’s IabOur . i i e
Bt el e
production in capitalism. Thus, the only productive work is work which creates surplus
value and all other surplus work is done awa

. y with. A capitali - f
surplus value obtained from the workers in pitalistmay raise the amount©

two ways:
o Through the absolute surplus valye

possible. KReiodtiby making the working day as long as

Marx says that a thing has two different kinds

o Use-value Of Surplus Value:

e Exchange-value

ange-value ofa ¢ AT v 3o e diaal]
usually the same for a] Pers(z) r::::dlty is genera] e\sI:::(lje' for the same 1‘r1d1v;<rill(1i o
the amount of necessa A given time, In terms of price,

Iy labour : Ccordin t P . ed bY
the process of exchange. If the Ediredto Produce it , e 1, indotennine

o 2 the supply of o, . I{d i‘ts amount is deterrnined Y
great, its exchangz (\1121; :;S:éihre differenr?:::;t\l”e; lﬁﬁzd and the demand fm; ;t is
the capitalist. Even if the demandepresents the s us valy the. va%ue ofthe §OtC d
surplus value. The position may be and suppy , 4 comm S'WhICh CAEREL flas a
produces a commodity, Mary eld iipresented thus: WOr(I)c 1ty are balanced, 1t g
hias Sretedthal gh his labour o athe doeg NOt recej er works for ten hours
a worker receives just the amollntr;i ;fhie Period. cCOrdi;eg?(’)atiesIfor aI{I the }/il;,‘;;e &
cient tg ... e Iron Law o ;

hours of work each da
: Y are suffic; aAlntaia 1.

represents the surplus vajye Itg

the employer and not for him
more wealth than what here
of the inherent viciousnesg 0

has Jegg
ly €Xpr

Oduce
lue Produceq €n
¢S to hj

Self. Mary>g templOYer be

Ceives
fthe capjgg;

ough f9r the worker to keep hims®
Uring the remaining four how®
: assun::: use the worker is working tZ;
18 employep ; Sthata worker always cr¢
LSystem wh N the shape of wages. Beca"®
Separates the worker from *

tools, this difference is taken away by the capitalist who provides the tools and the raw
materials.

Production of Absolute Surplus Value

With the growth of the capitalist economy production, for locgl consumpn?nhgave wtz)lztsc;
production for profit. Production for profit is thus an essential feature o j[lde capll(S h1
system. On the one hand, it required persons with enough resources to l;lm dWorum boeI;
and factories and equip them with tools, machinery, etc. and on tjle otlzer Winth; a n?ean i
of people who can be engaged to work in them because they do not o

production. The workers produce things, not for themselves, but for their employer who

sell them for money and thereby makes profits. Accor ding toMarx, those who can Own

the material means of production and employS‘ labour to \l;vor,k(il?():;l:;;\z tfntt:ed?fz‘ifi 23122
profits because they appropriate what hecalls M 1‘tIJe and the value of ‘labour
between the exchange value of the product created by la‘ tt(:llf Mg
power”). Marx contends that in each factory or CRADIES e;z:sg TI’II)C rest of the value
are not equivalent of the full value they produce, €Ve Velgight l;y his employer’. This
produced by the worker during his workjng_da}’ 2 tak?n Oulus value’. It is the constant
excess value taken by the employer constitutes b Surptra hours will create surplus
effort of the employer to increase its amoupt. Th:/ls:r:Z theory of surplus valte.
value for the capitalist. This is the central point of

Production of Relative Surplus Value
ime that the worker spends to earmn back for the

the worker is translated
capitalist the value for which the capitalist (iOeS_ g(r);ips?cliv;?/gi?ctr(;as?ng the length of the
into s te of surplus value1 & amount of required
Wor kln“i;i?ﬁ lc)‘JrzeZ?: er;itract surplus-labour on top o(fitl;e ziftcmlﬁgc ‘Jown the necessary
laboyr, Conversely, surplus value can also be mcreatshe va)llue file labor power would
labour time for a gi:/en day, which would mean that the o surplus value,
also fall, The surplus value derived from thi

; methbd is known as relativ el
:chis an outcome 01€

and is obviously different from absolute surplus value, Whic

the working day.

As per Marx, the additional labour t

; alue
Some Issues Concerning Surplus ¥ ue. In very simplified terms,

1 )

Itis called the theory of surplus labour and'surpll;lsgic/zs1 and other expenses are paid
Surplus labour is profit. Things like rent, bills, V;orm s, of capital described by Adam
forthrough constant and variable capital (the tWO_be d surplus value. When worker
Smith)- Marx took it one step further anq deSCfll ough labour, he can produce large
SPends say eight hours a day expressing himselft l:he worker does not see any benefit
Quantities of goods which lead to profit. Howe\{ert, il through constant capltfal.
of his labour; his wage has already be;r} fgﬁ:ﬁ?ooﬂabour Jeads to a'lielzatl:;lil\i)lvrk:slgﬁ‘
his inabilj ess, or see the ino and he begins tos
Causeg t}: h\;grz;l tS: ’sf;;p;emg himselfasa human being

S merely an object. arxian theory of value and

: tail the M 1
It is not necessary to examine I £a political and social slogan than Of?n
Surplus value which ‘has rather the signjflcance OHEE ism, p.102). From the point

€conomic truth’ (Max Beer quoted by Laski1n h on which its rests are

mptions
: the assumption :
of View of economists, the theory is unsound. And " an wage labour, if the fact of

! nust M
false. 1t is not true that labour (by which Marx1

Karl Marx

NOTES

Self-Instructional
Material 119



tonlong wangpan
3.3.3


Karl Marx

NOTES

Self-Instructional
120  Material

exploitation is to be deduced from it) is tl
' 1e only val i i
doubt that without labour.capital remains unprc};duc?if/gr'()ducmg o ey

hory-manager and other people who work
¢ manual labourer, skilled and unskilled.

Marxism and not the theory of value

Conclusion

Marx created a theoretica]

their labour, as wel] ; ich work,
: as the quality Of their labou:rls\d Were paid based on the quantity of

arx. also took into account social
communism (or what pegp avery; ‘eceived when determining Wages
€0 TR
a labourer working for m!;}‘i?l:elleve is Con“nunilsynlglimmm Position. The complaints of
; ¢ i :
tnlzlng b, Iwill only make py; im:lnmwage 0 the Unitedssotﬁen true of capitalism. Say 12
s fault of capitalism iy, the 19ty o Why shoy] ates. No matter how I perfo™
value and social nece century. Hep e o uld I'work hardo Marx recognize
T

Ssity whj : '
could see the fij]] benefit of tp, _‘Ch Would help ey €ason behind his theory of surplus
can be summed up in thj €ir laboyy Courage People to work hard SO they
lumping of reactj S Statement; « ork har

st Capitalig
3 : S Who fa; ism
Ieaction’s congyct gy, - Otalizipg 1+ 10 fail to understand Marxs
:er\?‘tSkzm). ‘What philistineg fz(uslt In, for exq ;‘gp ilistine’s fayourite method is the
ve gblt, as I will deger: °“nderstand- With that of revoluti Lenis
opportunists, clainy: Scribe short] 1S that Capita; olution (MarX, has
> Claiming ¢ a dyj 18Sm was (and still is, but

: gtobe Mary; yi
and usin : arxis ng s :
ngthose ideas to o o (Kauts YStem ang jt jg thanks to bourge’®

working class, Capjtal: Up capitalicn 1 cruste : g
Collapseq Is a(g)th};lg more than traitors t0 K
O1fnot for this treacherous U

Criticism of Marx is o

3.4 SUMMARY

e While Marx and Engels shared a theoretical orientation, there were many
differences between the two men. Marx tended to be a highly abstract thinker, a
disorderly intellectual and very oriented to his family. Engels was a practical
thinker, a neat and tidy businessman.

 Many Marxists considered Dialects Materialism as the theoretical source of several
types of Marxism. Marx never used this name which refers to the societal and
economic transformation born of the material forces. Usually itis seen as the mix
of Historical materialism (or the ‘materialist conception of history’) a name
specified to Marx style in the study of society, economics and history.

° Marxism is a fundamentally materialist philosophy because the foundation ofitis
the belief that the overall account of everything is matter which is characteristic
of reality. If empirical study is able to identify the whole aspects of matter, therefore,
matter is accepted as the beginning and ending of all reality.

rything ‘contains two mutually incompatible

essential and indispensable parts or aspects «
atural world is the feature

th ensuring a continuous

® The Marxist conclusion is that eve
and exclusive but nevertheless equally o
The essential idea is that this union of opposites 1n 1

which makes every unit auto-dynamic in nature along wi
drive for movement and transformation.
® The law of negation was formed to explain this predispo

Accordingly, Marx and Engels state that to organize t9 move forvsfard ﬂcir rephlcate
a superior number, creatures are inclined in the direction of negating themselves.

® The law of transformation states that constant qu.anti.tative growth leﬁdst tgacl?a?liivs
in quality by ‘leaps’ in thé environment, resulting in p.roductlon ofa (:b c}; Y
variety or creature. This is the way in which ‘quantitative development be
Qualitative change’.

® Lenin was the foremost to provide a detailed de s
i : three axes:
in Materialism and Empirio-Criticism (1908)- I involves approximately three axes

(i) the ‘materialist invention” of Hegelian dialecfics, .(1i) thef]msm;:% lc:lt‘”j r(x)llc;rfz
Philosophy designed to class conflict and (iii) thejunction of ;\:&;ss R
physics (Helmbholtz), biology (Darwin) and in political econo &l 5.

® Dialectical materialism was criticized by Marxist aca.dex;ncu;t(l)s I:Jn‘;elgg
Marxist thinkers like Louis Althusser of 1 who prop
Marxist ‘philosophy of praxis’ inits place-

® Manx’s thinking on this topic is rich and resists nea
Marx, what is vital for the self-worth of humar l?em
;heh lives is the development and exercise of their esse
Ocus is labour or production. : .

® One cause of alienation cited by Marx is the frustration or abcilrtlon of hl:rrlrcl);:z

Another, perhaps even

Potentialities by the capitalist division of labout. S eration d Captalism.
Prominent and fundamental in Marx’s account, 15 the Alt

in which that
® The basis of all of Marx’s work on social structure the place

s, and i SR

ial. is in his analysis 0
Work is most clearly tied to his views on human potential, 1S y
commodities.

sition of natural world.

scription of dialectical materialism

many
Antonio Gramsc

t systematization. According to
gs and the meaningfulness of
ntial human powers, whose
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Karl Marx o The most general economic structural element in Marx’s work is capital or the
capitalist system. As an independent structure, capital (through the actors who

operate on his behalf, the bourgeoisie) exploits the workers, who were and are
responsible for its creation.

NOTES ‘

3.5 KEY TERMS

° pialecﬁcm materiali_sm: Dialectical materialism (sometimes abbreviated diamat)
is a philosophy of science and nature, based on the writings of Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, and developed largely in Russia and the Soviet Union.

e Historical materialism:.Hi'storical materialism is a methodolo gical approach to
the. stl;(iydoé" hllémalm societies and their development over time that was first
zI1rt10ul ate fy arl Marx (1818-1883) as the materialist conception of history-

® Tron 1aw of wage: Alaw of cconomics which states that the real wages alWay®

run in the long run, toward the inim
m ; i
e um wage necessary to sustain the life ofthe

3.6

ST o T A _
Logic. These are: of dialectics with hig study of Hegel’s Science of

e Therule :
e The ruleogi’htehtaggsny an;i disagreement of opposites
ISe o Freloig s
transformations Quantitative transformations into quahtatwe
° Therule of the revergg) of the

. reversal
2 Lenm was the foremogt to i

: ; € postulat
n terms of s base (the foundzj:t'eS thatthestrucpye of society may be undefswod

The base consists of the 10n) and gype s 1

: m 4 Superstryc uild-up
by its legal and politica] stnOd,e ofpr‘)dl}Ctlon Wwhile thet::e o extemal : resent
and culture etc, cture, reljg; perstructure 1S rép

) I . at‘ 11 (%
glOIl, mOI‘alS, SOClal practiceS’ lt ,
4, l;l eedom for Marx requires

itis something whic the conscioys py, : ; jons:
be attained by retreazgar.l be achieyeq B Oi];cnon 0.fpeople’s social relat! of
within the confineg ofag .lentlo Oneself oy by the exmlr_lumty with others, and € tio
not interfere, Jealously 8uarde ‘priv :rmse e docs
; ate domain’ ; ich ociety
5. Reification cq n’ in which s
nbe thoy h
created socia] f, 8Ntofas the
: rmg Proc ;
social forms do i gy s - "L, uniyers. 1 L COMIng to believe that hur™

a
implies that peo aCquire th€Se 1 and abSOlute and, as a result’ t A

ple ] a 54 ;
unchangeable, elieve thy Socia] SracteflStlcs. The concept of reifi? lnd
¢ ;
6. Marx discugseg fures are beyond their contr

total Ofpatteme d E((:)otypes- Ofclrc !
actor. One ¢ NOmMic refags 0O
fthese types Ofcircuolzts-hlps that are
10n—

nly

. O o
external to, and coerciVé 1 (-
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- su?
COmmoditieg, Both represent the {he

M)—is characteristic of capital; the other—Commodities-Money-Commodities
(C-M-C)—is not.

7. The Communist Manifesto is a propaganda pamphlet in which Marx and Engels
presented some of their scientific thoughts in combined form. The vital theme is
the class struggle. They maintain thatall history is the history ofthe class struggle:
free men and slaves, patricians and plebeians, barons and serfs, master artisans
and journeymen.

8. The Asiatic mode of production does not seem to be distin.guxshed by the
subordination of slaves, serfs or wage eamners to a class possessing the means 9f
production, but by the subordination of all the workers to thf’, State. .If qns
understanding of the Asiatic mode of production is accurate, the social orgamzatll)on
would be characterized not by class struggle in the Westerm sense of the terlm, ut
by the exploitation of the whole society by the state or the bureaucratic class.

9. The exchange-value rises when the supply of a commodity is limited and the
demand for it is great. :
10. The employer or the owner receives the surplus value1

11. Surplus value that derives from a reduction in necessa
relative surplus value.

n a capitalist society.

ry labour-time is called

37 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions
L. Givea briefnote on the early life of Marx that shaped his overallap
2. State the basic elements of dialectical materialism.
3. State the ‘Law of Transformation in Marxist theor:
4. What do you mean by the Engels’ 1aw of dialectics.?
5. Give the basic features of Asiatic mode of production.

proach in life.

Long‘Allswer Questions

/ e including how it differs
1. Define and discuss dialectics asa philosophlcal perspective, I
from other approaches. e
2. Define and discuss the notion of dialectical materialistt:
- What is the negation of negation? ok s

G ps i in what sense
4. What does Marx mean by the term ‘alienation and In

alienated? ram e
. . : 1talism.
3. Discuss Marx’s concept of labour and its role In ¢ap A o
6. Whatis a ‘commodity*? How does it differ from an Or

3.8 FURTHER READING

: iological Theory.
Adams, Bert N, Rosalind Ann Sydie and RA. Sydie: 2001 et

California: Pine Forge Press.
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7.2.1 Pareto’s Economic Concepts
Turner, Jonathan H. 2007. Han‘dbook of. Socz'ological Theory. New York: Springer. 73 R:szijuecsi;c:(liagzr;iiﬁim;z

. 0
7.4 Logical and Non-Logical Actions
7.5 Summary
7.6 Key Terms
7.7 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’
7.8 Questions and Exercises
7.9 Further Reading

4.0 INTRODUCTION

R i ] concepts in
Pareto was an Italian economist and sociologist. He introduced severa p

i : : cture of the
Sociology that are used even today to explain the social movements, the stru

. i concept of
Society and also the societal history. His study of socw}ogy develcc)ipizi \tﬁy socieIt)y .
Circulation of Elites which is a continuous process and is Witiesse

, i hich

Pareto also studied about human behav10}1r. and the underlzlcr:i tr;asciiot:)sl‘:gical

qoomedit. On the basis of his study, he furtgy dnidecies hugm:e helpful in studying
and non-logical actions. These concepts are used even todayanda

how the society functions.

4.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
® Discuss the concept of elites and their circulation
® Analyse the meaning of residues and derivations
® Describe the concept of logical actions

® Explain the functioning of non-logical actio

~——

4.2 LIFE OF PARETO

s performed by humas

was an Italian engineer, economist,
was bornin 1848 in Paris. He llve’d
5 Pareto earned a doctor's

:/ilfredo Federico Damaso Pareto (18438- 1923)
. oclologist, philosopher and political scientist. Pare

N middle c]asg environment receiving high quality efiucat'lon(;fTurin et 1869:
€8ree from now what is called the Polytechnic University

: ars for Italian Railway

fter his graduation, Pareto worked asa civil englpeer ff)r so;r;: ryz ek i

OMpany and later for a private company. During hls ;:c?amo and also as the general
Worked ag amanager for Iron Works of San Giovaninl Va

. : and
Self-Instructional Manager of Italian Iron Works. Pareto was a fiery liberal o
124  Material any form of gove ent intervention in the free market. He

mostofthe times attacked

wedinterestineconomics 1 ¢ p . rional
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Vilfredo Pareto

Self-Instructional

in his mid forties. In 1886, he became a lecturer i :

T 08 ; I economics and ;

CiverstsyfForos. Doy s st vt o0

mAGE ) lll)'cli ltical activity Fh.at kept him busy during his stay her '[gul 893

T e LRCE AR hr::; :Zn otf Po.htlcal Economy at the Univers;tyyof L:lsZnne iI;

| eroent SEEe populz;tion 0We t e discovery of the 80-20 rule accordi :oh 20
ned 80 per cent of property of Italy T}rnslr(ljg t el L

. iscovery wa

cip e : .Though P Kl . :

with socialists, he believed that their econorm'g:idireto miaintained cordial relationships
aswere flawed. He d ;

- enounced the

i i paigns :
e-lcboifr;l?cl Eaaclly'-ﬁf was the first to realize tha c beca.us.e ofthe growing unrest among
Z uilibrium could be achie
e ved. He laj
also introduced the notion of P ¢laid the foundati i
. are - ation of: 4 i
economic satisfaction when n ey According to thi ey O 'and
worse off. 110 one could be made better off ll)s e
' off by making someone else

Pareto studied soci
' 1ology holdin h
logical and most Person actions wer, Bl et e of social acti 0
uch actions were not”

actions. He turned to sogi  designed to gj i

o P ;10lo glve spur . .

theories did not work out in pi}llctt(i)cinderStand Why his a%stigsts logllf othe nonmanon?l
mathematical economic

was the intervention of soci

4.2.1 Pareto’ i
areto’s Economic Concepts

Paretoasanec i
g onomist made
0 several j
télat I;ullt a strong foundation for mical eaportant obscryyy
i u.sed successfully i sur TO-eConomics o ions and introduced concep's
economic concepts that v ral eco We study today. Pareto’s conceP's

NOmijc
: ere calculat
These include: Conceptualizeq (I:’l;ldtlons and observations. SO
reto e
e Pareto’s princi are used currently as wel g
iple or Py ently
venybetcent of peopl o\;exfo;s law: In 1996, p
€ Cre:. : (& 3 » Par )
in his ateda mathematicg] f,, %' PeT cent ofy ¢t0 made an observation 2"
scountry. The 80/20 Ry oa that deserip ealth. Based on this observatio”

20 . e
80N 2 universy] i 5 Percemﬁfe?a.“s that in anything 2 fewh
ivial. In 1940s, Dr. Jos¢P

could not make 0
. precise : Iple th
his resear, conclyg; athe called «:
ch and fin ons an, led vita] few and tI‘iVial m any

din u
peopl 8. The Sed Pareto’s pyy
ple owned §() per cent OfWigﬁ? Rula: Ieto’y prlnciple as abaseto writé

meant that 2 arety?
canbe appligdper centof defects Uran’g int-o Scase meant 20 per cent
efficiently, Papgy, 05t A0Ythin BUSCd 80 por ggry - 110dingS, the 80/20 Rule
these 20 p;:r C:I:lti? rrsl Principle rem. L today ygeq ;so fproblems. The 80/20 rule
management theorya;ers Produce 500 to fiyoy g 021:1(:5;?1% tool to maﬂa%1
per cent matters

Superstar M Oating ar Percent o

80 per cent f:;;gl:mem'AcCOrd(i)llll; :i Fareto ffll::e results. Currently, ther® ™ -
theory looks ang Sso’ltlhe focus g 10 this 1y, Sir:felzto produce what is call®
the time shoulq , ds flayye S On mang e O per cent people produce

na
©Spent dojy, &Ing only the 20 per cent-

®Cause jt
hatis gy imp?)?gs the fact that 80 per cen*®
nt,

o Paretoindex: The Pareto index is a measure of inequality of income distribution.
?arfato believed that in all countries and tinae, the distribution of income and wealth
is highly skewed with only a few holding most of the wealth. According to him all
observed socic:ties followed a regular logarithmic pattern: log N=log A+ mlogXx;
where N is the number of people who have wealth higher than x and A and m are
constants.

o Pareto’s char t: Pareto chart is a type of chart thathas bars as well as lines. The

individual valutes are represented in descending order by bars and the cumulative
eto’s chart is to view the causes

total is represe:nted by a line. The purpose of Par
ofa problem in severity from largest to smallest. The chart is used to statistically
demonstrate an d represent the 80/20 Rule.

o Pareto distribu tion: Pareto distributionis probabili
social, scientiffic, actuarial and geo-physical
mathematically realize Parefo’s principle.

e Ophelimity: Ciphelimity is ar economic con
measure of eccmomic satis faction. Pareto us
measure of brozid based sati:sfaction that encompa
These included ethical, mora |, religious and politica
utility in econonic calculatio 18.

ty distribution used to describe
phenomenon. It is used to

cept introduced by Pareto andisa
ed this concept to use utility as a
ssed other dimensions as well.
| dimensions. Pareto thus used

4.2.2 Circulation of Elites

ry was introduced by Pareto
ology. According to Pareto,

when one elite was replaced by another z_md not
syed thatevery individual was born with dlﬁ"erent
its, skills, aptitudes and attitudes. According to
d so each society Was heterogeneous. Pareto

‘me change. The theo

Ci : o
Irculation of Elites is a theory of reg _
3 concepts of his soc1

::;illrsl:(}:lfar one of the mgst interestiny
e 1ange or revolution took place
abilis ers were ove'nhrown. Pareto beli¢

1es and so acquires different concef

Pareto
» Classes existed in i
. every soc iety a1l :
also believed that the heterogeneity inthes ‘ociety was achieved on the account of moral,

mental, physical and cultural reascs. Het erogencity %2 jmportant in the society 0

P i i to also believed that people
ial balance and organization in t b€ society. Pareto
i . He believed {hat some people were more

V{ere differen ok ‘
gifted than Ot;grl: ;icliyﬂizs\zig s:tlgst;gzigil;yg coup were called the elit‘e.‘Pz:’reto defines
215“’-“ “a class ofpeople who had highest indice I their branch of activity ; fu"cifé‘s‘;lgj
W elite according to Pareto are successfiil business ™ professors, artiss anThe il
titers. Pareto divided the elite class of people int: © ™ broad categories. ¢ '
directly played some

(] . " s :
GOV‘?mmg elite was an individual who di
considerable part in the government and its fun

P ; Non_goveming elite were the rest of individuals. bl
o?rce to’s discussion was mainly based on the governing e\ 'ite anc.i he de;fel(;f: govemirg
irculation of Elites based on the governing elite- Ac cording to T

elites v |ayed an important
ere con - Ly v ly Theyiplayes:
cerned with administration directly or indire® ions in the society- The non-

role in :

vl m;he Society and even held prestigious places and positi | fihe governmentbut
eld hg elites did not participate in the administration 01U i and how it functioned.

aposition that in some manner did influence the administrat "

areto enlisted the following characteristics ©

[} e . . .
The class of elite is a universal concept

‘rectly or in
ctioning.

felites:

dacontint Jus process
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and ability to govern and thus fall in decadence and thus the kingdom or empire of the

Vilfredo Pareto e The individuals who did notbelong to the governing elite or the non-governing

Self-Instructional

elite were called non-elites

e The elite had to power to manipulate political power overtly or covertly
e The elite also had the power to establish his superiority over others

° The': elit_es always tried and ensured that the non-elites did not influence the
society in any manner whether economically or politically

The non-elites respected : .
approach pected only those elites who had a liberal outlook and

e The elite and non-clite members alway,

ok s show circulation whether upward or

Pareto also believed that eve i
! 5 Iy society had elite . :
since these elites were best or excellent, their number v%zra:l;p;egf cﬁ}}ﬁfereat klnfis ais
. Though a minor1

group, the elites could influence the development and progress of the soci ty. Pareto
society.

concluded that C:irculation of Elites was between elite and .
and non-governing elite. This meant that ap individual Concl)(?- :
u

becomes weak, a non-elite wh

On the other hand, when an elite
to take control of the power.

can violently overthrow the elite

O now POssesses power

According to Pareto, the cj
_ » the circulatiop :
classes of elites as i Of elites ¢ i
class while elites m:;gé? few individuals may join tﬁg t?{e place between different

; ome non-elie elite class from the non-¢lit®
the elite groups may declj i el P

' ine. Th . Taretoalso
quality and significance of the elitlz an happen in Cither aritflt;[eq that the numPef;’f
decline takes place, the elites cea Wil account of the yar; b th:
> arious factors. When tht

Se t ;
The reverse also holds true When 2: © elites ang come do
: me

; 2
Nafree anqg 1deal o

: ; : free i . ; ' '
circulation of elites is 3 theory thaltncgfsomety that we lril\lzgei;fel:tlons do exist andts(:)o
€ applied i - According to Paret®

n .

2 /

pyvgrd or dowr}wgrd Circulation of g; ever .

opinion that societics witt s Ites always H 'Y society and that there 1°
cies wi :

quote Pareto, ‘History is the gray
clgss emerges, dominates, fy g
elites. This process has been

circulation of elites is seldom

: S of atthe ~To
lls into decadey, Nstocracy? top never last

-Accordj lite
y . ¥ Cy and ; rding to Pareto, €ll
; : oin i is
is deﬁmte according to Paref = hg Onin histg e nal_ly Ieplaced by non-decadent
legdmg to the degeneratiop (;f a 1818 becayge e Crationg, Mortality of aristocracy
aristocracy do not necessarily porlStOCraC - Faretg alsa S were nvolved in historic war
SN o bel;
They rule because of the inheriteq pOZiS: i Qualitieg thzftegleved that the inheritors ©
1 eir fo le.
a refathers had to rui®

onbut y, :
Yithare o required skills, knowledg®

aristocrats finally falls.
According to Pareto, the governing elite are always in a state of continuous and

slow transformation. During its rule, the governing elite may face some problems and
violent disturbances and is replaced by a new elite group. This new elite group then
resumes the process of transformation. Pareto’s theory of Circulation of Elites, however,
faces some criticism. The main criticism comes because of the fact'tl.lat Pareto was
unable to provide a method of measuring and defining superior qualities of the elite.
Pareto simply assumes the fact that the qualities of the elite are superior than the non-
elite which may not always be the case.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. What is the 80/20 rule as observed by Pareto?

2. What is ophelimity?

3. What is Pareto distribution?

4. When did regime change take place according to Pareto?
5. What is the criticism for the theory of Circulation of Elites?

43 RESIDUES AND DERIVATIONS

i - entific theories and
In his stud ] s tried to unmask non-scientific :
yotendolugy B S distinction between the changing

belief systems. In his attempt to do so, he made a lled these derivations
ele{nents that somehow accounted for these theories and he ca
While the permanent elements were called residucs-

. ooical. However, the
According to Pareto, most of the human be.haVIOUIdW?;il\lsait to accept the fact
Umans want to believe that their behaviour is logical and d0

ing tries t0
t ; . 4 q i 'I‘hus, a human bemg
hat the behaviour s governed and determmedt :xg‘gg’ﬁours' Thus, he observed two

ﬁ}v? logical reasons to rationalize his though Jements of the phenomenon
Istinct elements to reach the theory. These were the COM@t eh L make use of to
‘rmtfler consideration and the numerous ingenious thefgn:: ;ng the latter derivations-
aty ; . ] u

onalize their actions, Pareto called the former 1est in the society as

: t
In order to prove that non-logical actions ar¢ i lm%(:lret:znd derivations. To
Compared to logjcal actions, Pareto developed the theory ey o used the following
AITive at the distinction between residues and derivations, Par'eh actions. From these
‘ethod. Pareto investigated doctrines that wer® associated Wit nd science. Pareto
:heoﬁeS, Pareto separated the elements that correspon_ded fologs d variables. He
hen SCparated the remaining non-scientific eleme

nts into O : Pareto,

c :
alled the constants as residues and variables as deTVEEL o o and arguments.
¢ was reasorllnz‘Z’JUStIﬁca

derivat :
ar“’atlons or variables arose only when ther st
'®to also believed that in the presence of these dertvatl iso claims the fact that an
i i CTiying constant elements called residues. Pare 7 ﬁ ir actions to be logical but
nfeimte number of derivations are used by humans ©© prtﬁvfﬁei)elieved to have remained
res . . : i a
esidues remain constant. Pareto listed siX resldltlzsalso claims that these classes of

Cong ; ;
tant throughout in the Western World. Pare nsities. These include:

res; .
Sidues are closely related to human instincts and prope

Seljllrl.\'ll'llt‘ri011al
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e Instinct for combination

e Group persistence

e Ability to i

; Powet:'to isi;\:s ientlments thro.ugh actions and outer expressions
power on society

o Residue of personal integrity

e Residue of sex

belief systems as w
ell as derivati
. 1ons. He i
when they take some action on the basis 0? il it e docive ol
residue. In most cases, the residue of
and the actions that they take

Pareto has nam
ed four di
T different classes of derivati
ons of assertiong include stat Aol Theseringlude:

° Derivations of authorj
society

em
ty include cop ents that are dogmatic in nature
cepts that are held in high esteem in th

e Derivations of verpg] proof'th
at

According to Pareto it

the ideology itself. rbal gymnastics, metaphors, €t

ation
that wag the actual content and formed

Criticism of Resj
esidue anq p
S

was the deriv

111;3 residue
O-historj
the ac l‘lcal prOCeS
eSidUet:al nzfﬁre OfreSidl?é?:I?(tih t;lr Criticism is that Pareto W2
i resi €I Critici the relati : is
ertltll)mengs named in 3 diﬁ:::ues Vasvague a: 'S that came front:](;nShlpdS tha;:s

een defined ! ent manp, om Bogardus $
instincts. The the(\)Nr}e,lll lnlthe Sense thate:h Other cri tizissen\;v-ere]uSt human instincts ane
i £ is the fact that resi

at residues

are not justi - SO criticj R
ot justifiable in a]] gy fiticised beggy, Teseem to e ; .
CUmstanceg SC1tis belje a decorative name giV%"

between_the different r,
the classification of the

weather cock

b and the v

ifthe underlying resigya 1% aCcorging ¢ 5.0 o Dt residucs and derivator

use of residues anq derie is constany, ordin e Wi O(iﬂl?, derivations are just li
Vations mq 0d direction and not sam® eve 5

SO Cco o

ong nm'es into criticism becaus®

Vationsjg g otions sometimes.

ory of g Pful in expyjqin: . ents
e Society, Plaining social move

Sl CHECK
. How did Paretq arriy
e

| .

44 LOGICAL AND NON-LOGICAL ACTIONS

;’Z}l:::tsgi};llr;ga ecom_)rm.cs, Pa:etp concluded that economics was limited to only asingle
oo Tisisd rn action: the action that was rfational and logical and was followed to
abictivelyes es?lurces. 'Parfeto, however, Fx:heved that human behaviours were logical
dirloved tcf:’atta\?}/ethas objectively. Acfcor.dmg to him an action was logical if the means
Paretq was als in the resources are objectively united and the goal is achieved objectively.
He turned { cc?nvxnced of the fact that true logical action was very rarely performed.

o sociology when he was convinced of the fact that human affairs were

guided by non-logical and non-rational actions.

P .« . . .
He e;I;rﬁto.broadly d1v1fled all actions into two broad categories: personal and social.
further said that all actions or social phenomenon had two aspects: form and reality.

Form i ;

isognniztttl:fnway? which the social phenomenon presents itself to the human

things and is%; subjective. Rea!ﬁy, on the other hand, involves

had two pa rtsf’mrziletely objective. Pareto also claimed thatall pers

actions as | s nes Z}Ild means. Using the basic traits of actions,
ogical actions and non-logical actions.

Par i .
logical acteito said that every social or personal action of
ons or non- logical actions. Logical actions are

logic
riment. . 2
connected. These actions are the ones in which the me

Logical Action

Alogi .
endsg;iaillta ](;t(;:)}? is the one in which the logical connection between
reality. Logical am‘ the mind of the person who performs the action and the
Ctween the m ction is thus pure rational action. Ina logical action, the logt
action and oth eans and the end must be approved by the person W
eing pe rfolme;PeOPIC who have enough knowledge of the fact whe
areto sajd thaf lls r‘eal OF I}Ot- .Thus, a logical action is both subjectxye and
of personal reaa ogical action is sgbjective because it is liked by certain peop
een predict dSOns. A loglcal action is objective because :
ed on the basis of some observations. Thus, Pareto enlisted the

C arac o .
teristics of logical actions.

L] Lo i c .
gical actions are based on logic and experiment.

* All .
l Personal or social actions that have adjustment between means
Ogical actions.

& :
Logical actions are real.
® Logj i
v gical actions are objective.
ogi i f
gical action must be accepted by the actor and de

e FOI‘ logi . :
gical actions, the ends and means must be scientl

d imaginations-

| sanctions b

ed objectively:

°® Th .
ere : . e
1sno place for logical actions 1 prejudices an

® Iflogi !

gical actions are justi :
justi " be socia
Justification. justified then there must

® Fora i |
usedn action to be logical, there must be a logical connect
and the end so attained.

mind and

the actual existence of
onal and social actions
Pareto finally divided

humans was based on either
the actions thatare based on
ans and ends are

the means and the

objective

ical connection
ho performs the
ther the action

objective.
le because

the end result obtained has

following

and ends are

ficand justiﬁed.

ehind the

on between the means
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e Logical actions must be motivated by reasoning,

e Logical actions must be rational.

Non-Logical Actions

Non logical actions are all those human actions that do not fall in t
actions. Pareto says that since these actions are non-logical it does not mean they are
illogical. Non logical actions are guided by sentiments and other non-logical factors. Non
logical actions are all those actions that do not show any logical connection between the

means and ends either subjectively or objectively. The non-logical actions can be divided
into four categories.

he scope of logical

e The no- no category in which the actiong are
between the ends and the means and the
that is logical.

not logical. There is no connection
means applied do not give any result

means applied but the actor does not
ends and the means in his mind.

observation

© Non-logical actions are guided not by reasoning |
e Non-logical actions alsg cannot be & 2ubby Impulses

determined by reality

; di ‘
the ends related with an action, Another lci?fu Itto dist
actions 1s more than that of logical ac fios T}lu ICI1Sm g ¢
action that is guided by imaginatiop, sentim

that non-logical actions are very logi
. 0
achieve the desired goal. i

inguish b

€tween the means alt
hat

Sisbecayg the number of non-logica!
iments ang e, A0S Want to perform anY
becauge they th & Also humans want to prove

"k s0 and are somehow able t0
the basis of thejy

relatig
e‘_)n Was based o, logic arrlldt llllrough logic. In other words:
Iractions ang ip s umans trj
ical action brlf tl}rll; hellr OWnway, I, 0311:;1 \:/0 p;ovlfui;/:z
he]ps hu a wa Sw or: S, i
mans atta; . a0t to make their thinking
i 9SS gog] i s o b
"When it wag performed. ’

Pareto believed that every actj
action to be logical through th
often fail to demonstrate log
appear logical. This in turn
achieved objectively or ag v

as desired by the actj

LIO. What is the criticism of logical and non-logical actions?

) -

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

8. Whatis a logical action as defined by Pareto?

9. What is a non-logical action according to Pareto?

4.5 SUMMARY

; : nci at
® Paretoasa sociologist and economist gave several theories and prlnCIpleS th
can be applied today as well to the society.

° Pareto’s Law or the 80/20 Rule can be applied to anything and every o mthsz
society. According to Pareto, the 80/20 Rule says that 20 percent of people posse
80 percent of wealth. 1l

® This principle holds true for a wide range of activities inthe .present day:ls vtVZre;
In addition to this, Pareto also gave several other economic concepts tha
used today.

® Pareto developed the theory of Circulation of Elites in Wl.lich he sgld that reilglse
change or movement does take place in every society and is a continuous process.
However, according to ] db

° Pareto, regime change or a movement took place when one elite was replaced by
another and not when rulers were overthrown.

® Pareto said that the governing elite are people Wh_ - dividuals.
Administration functions while the non-governing elite are therest of the

. ; ; - on that can affect the
® The non-governing elite though not powerful are na positio i

decisions of the elite. The Circulation of Elites according to
between the governing and the non-governing elites. . Sding
® Pareto also developed the concept of residues and derivations. Residues acgehave
to Pareto were the constant factors that affected the way thfi hupaghs
While derivations are the underlying elements and keep changing.
® Paret developed the concept of logical and non-logical actions 0 el a
ehaviour of human. According to Pareto, logical actions Were s
ased on experiment.

® Butmogt of the actions that humans performed were non-
Y sentiments and non-lo gical factors.

) Par.e to also concluded that the humans tried to prove tha(; velope
logica and helped them achieve their goals. The concepts dé

are used to study the various aspects of a society.

o somehow affect the way the

xplain the
swellas

Jogical and were guided

their actions Wer®
d by Par eto

— T o B RS
4.6

KEY TERMS T

. . 5 nnection between
* Logicalaction: logical action s the one in which the logical ST forms the

. who pe
a © Means and the ends exist both in the mind of the PSR
C . . »,
tion and the objective reality.
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o Residues: Residues are intermediary between the sentiments, we cannot know
directly and the belief systems and acts that can be known and analysed.

B

4.7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. Pareto observed the fact that 20 per cent of people owned 80 per cent of wealth
and mathematically described it. This later came to be known as Pareto’s Rule.

2. Ophelimity is an economic conc
of economic satisfaction.

3. Pareto distribution is probability distribution that describes social, geo-phySiCal’
actuarial and scientific phenomenop,

4. According to Pareto, regime chan
another and not when rulerg were

ept that was introduced by Pareto and is a measure

ge took place when one elite was replaced bY
overthrown,

5. The criticism of theory of Circulation of Eljtes ; ' vide
to pro
amethod for measuring and deﬁning th gig - et wasiblo o

: i ; just
assumed that the elite wog] © Superior qualities of elites. ParetoJU
b s Wouldhave superior qualities than the non-elites. ;
- Toarrive ata distinction between res; investigaté
; sidu svat; tiga
doctrines that were associated ith porr . Sk denvatlons,.Pareto e
the non-scientific elements into co - ’
residues and the variableg derivat

9 ;l:inlsoal-li]the t?nds are logically Connecteq.
. - C .
T e i 5
ection ~10g1ca i no
10 Toecttiamotog s 8 o e
cast to distinguish wh;c 10n-logjcy) actions comes from the fact that it z (')s

. hactiong : Y
noteasyto distinguish betweep t;zeli?glcal and which are non-logical A1%° i

Cans and the ends.
48 QUESTIONS znp, EXERCISE
< .

1. Write a short note o ¢

he life '
2 : sketch

State the differen; charg it Of:Pareto.
3. How are the differen dia S of eliteg,

W S Of reg;
4. Write o short noge Onthe o Tesidueg ¢
ICISm of

actioﬂsi

(’

:

; :ncts
losely related to human instin

Long-Ap i ol
E-Answer Questig, *ieand derivations,

1

tesisa ¢
24,8 heg
The circy], i Iy of Tegime Pais e
Well. A few ing can ge.” Discuss. o5 P
may becop, Y joi Place betWeen di of elit e
©10-glifeg & N the eljte o ifferent classes 0 ° i

Clag , i
1. Discygs, S 1om the non-elite class W

3. Analyse the concept of logical and non-logical actions.

4. ‘Pareto studied sociology holding to the fact that much of soci.al actions were
non-logical and most person actions were designed to give spurious logic to the
non-rational actions.” Analyse the statement.
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