I INSTITUTE
OF DISTANCE
EDUCATION

Rajiv Gandhi University

MAHIS-401

History of India
(Early times-1200 AD) -I

MA HISTORY

1st Semester

Rajiv Gandhi University

ww.ide.rgu.ac.in




HISTORY OF INDIA
(EARLY TIMES-1200 AD)-I

MA [History]
First Semester

MAHIS - 401

RAJIV GANDHI UNIVERSITY
Arunachal Pradesh, INDIA - 791 112



BOARD OF STUDIES

1. Prof. SK Singh
Department of History,
Rajiv Gandhi University
Arunachal Pradesh

Chairman

2. Prof.B. Tripathy
Department of History
Rajiv Gandhi University
Arunachal Pradesh

Member

3. Prof. S. Dutta (Retd.)
Ward No. 2, Bairagimath,
PO: Dibrugarh-786003
Assam

Member

4. Prof. (Mrs.) S. Hilaly
Department of History
Rajiv Gandhi University
Arunachal Pradesh

Member

5. Prof.AshanRiddi

Director, IDE
Rajiv Gandhi University

Member Secretary

Authors

Dr Nirja Sharma © Dr Nirja Sharma, 2021

R. P. Tripathy © R. P. Tripathy, 2021

Revised Edition, 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this publication which is material protected by this copyright notice
maybe reproduced or transmitted or utilized or stored in any form or by any means now known or
hereinafter Invented, electronic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying, scanning, recording or
by any information storage or retrieval system, without prior written permission from the Publisher.

“Information contained in this book has been published by Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd. and has been obtained by
its Authors from sources believed to be reliable and are correct to the best of their knowledge. However, IDE—Rajiv
Gandhi University, the publishers and Its Authors shall be in no event be liable for any errors, omissions or damages
arising out of use of this information and specifically disclaim any implied warranties or merchantability or fitness for any

particular use"

]
)
A

Vikas®! is the registered trademark of Vikas® Publishing House Pvt. Ltd.
VIKAS® PUBLISHING HOUSE PVT LTD '

E-23, Sector-8, Noida - 201301 (UP)

Phone: 0120-4078900 « Fax: 0120-4078999

Regd. Office: 576, Masjid Road, Jangpura, New Delhi 110 014

» Website: wv/w.vikaspublishing.com * Email: helpline@vikaspublishing.com



mailto:helpllne@vikaspublishlng.com

About the University

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education
in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and has completed twenty-five years of its existence. Late Smt.
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th
February, 1984 at Rono Hills, where thepresent campus is located.

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfill the
objectives asenvisaged in the University Act. The university received academic recognition under
Section 2(f) from the University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started functioning
from 1st April, 1985. It got financial recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March,
1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself
in the educational scenario of the country following its selection as a University with potential for
excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants Commission from among
universities in India.

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007 as per
notificationof the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acres
overlooking the river Dikrong. It is 6.5 km from the National Highway 52-A and 25 km from
Itanagar, the State capital. The campusis linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge.

The teaching and research programmes of the University are designed with a view to play a
positive rolein the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The University offers
Undergraduate, Post- graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Education also
offers the B.Ed. programme.

There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been extending
educational facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The strength of
students in different departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily
increasing.

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial support
from UGCand other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects
have been sanctionedby various funding agencies to the University. Various departments have organized
numerous seminars, workshops and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national
and international conferences and seminarsheld within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and
distinguished personalities have visited the University and delivered lectures on various disciplines.

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the University. The switch
over from theannual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students
registered a marked improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies
(BPGS) have been implemented. VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the
UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet access.

In spite of infrastructural constraints, the University has been maintaining its academic
excellence. TheUniversity has strictly adhered to the academic calendar, conducted the examinations
and declared the results ontime. The students from the University have found placements not only in
State and Central Government Services, but also in various institutions, industries and organizations.
Many students have emerged successfulin the National Eligibility Test (NET).

Since inception, the University has made significant progress in teaching, research, innovations in
curriculum development and developing infrastructure.



About IDE

The formal system of higher education in our country is facing the problems of access, limitation of
seats, lack of facilities and infrastructure. Academicians from various disciplines opine that it is
learning which is more important and not the channel of education. The education through distance
mode is an alternative mode of imparting instruction to overcome the problems of access,
infrastructure and socio-economic barriers. This will meet the demand for qualitative higher education
of millions of people who cannot get admission in the regular system and wish to pursue their
education. It also helps interested employed and unemployed men and women to continue with their
higher education, Distance education is a distinct approach to impart education to learners who
remained away in the space and/or time from the teachers and teaching institutions on account of
economic, social and other considerations. Our main aim is to provide higher education opportunities
to those who are unable to join regular academic and vocational education programmes in the
affiliated colleges of the University and make higher education reach to the doorsteps in rural and
geographically remote areas of Arunachal Pradesh in particular and North-eastern part of India in
general. In 2008, the Centre for Distance Education has been renamed as "Institute of Distance
Education (IDE)."

Continuing the endeavor to expand the learning opportunities for distant learners, IDE has
introduced Post Graduate Courses in 5 subjects (Education, English, Hindi, History and Political
Science) from the Academic Session 2013-14. The Institute of Distance Education is housed in the
Physical Sciences Faculty Building (first floor) next to the University Library. The University campus
is 6 kms from NERIST point on National Highway 52A. The University buses ply to NERIST point
regularly.

Outstanding Features of Institute of Distance Education:

(1) At Par with Regular Mode

Eligibility requirements, curricular content, mode of examination and the award of degrees
are on par with the colleges affiliated to the Rajiv Gandhi University and the Department(s) of the
University.

(ii) Self-Instructional Study Material (SISM)

The students are provided SISM prepared by the Institute and approved by Distance
Education Council (DEC), New Delhi. This will be provided at the time of admission at the IDE or its
Study Centres. SISM is provided only in English except Hindi subject.

(iii) Contact and Counseling Programme (CCP)

The course curriculum of every programme involves counselling in the form of personal
contact programme of duration of approximately 7-15 days. The CCP shall not be compulsory for BA.
However for professional courses and MA the attendance in CCP will be mandatory.

(iv) Field Training and Project

For professional course(s) there shall be provision of field training and project writing in the
concerned subject.

(v) Medium of Instruction and Examination

The medium of instruction and examination will be English for all the subjects except for
those subjects where the learners will need to write in the respective languages.
(vi) Subject/Counseling Coordinators

For developing study material, the IDE appoints subject coordinators from within and outside
the University. In order to run the PCCP effectively Counseling Coordinators are engaged from the
Departments of the University. The Counseling-Coordinators do necessary coordination for involving
resource persons in contact and counseling programme and assignment evaluation. The learners can
also contact them for clarifying their difficulties in then respective subjects.



SYLLABUS
History of India (Early Times-1200 AD)-I

UNIT I: SOURCES OF EARLY INDIAN HISTORY
a) Archaeological Sources-Exploration, Excavation, Epigraphy, Numismatics,
Monuments
b) Literary Sources- Indigenous: Primary and Secondary-Problems of dating, myths,
legends, poetry, scientific literature, literature in regional languages, religious
literature.
c) Foreign accounts: Greek, Chinese and Arab Writers

UNIT Il: PREHISTORIC AND PROTOHISTORIC PERIOD
a) Pre-historic sites and settlements- Lower Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Upper
Paleolithic, and Neolithic
b) Chalcolithic Sites and settlements
c) Indus Valley Civilization- Features

UNIT I1l: THE VEDIC AGE AND SANGAM AGE
a) Early Vedic Age- Society, Religion, Economy and Polity
b) Later Vedic Age- Society, Religion, Economy and Polity
c) Sangam Age- Society, Religion, Economy and Polity

UNIT IV: SOCIAL CHANGE AND RELIGIOUS DISSENT
a) Iron Technology, settled
b) Rise of new classes
c) Mahavira, Jainism
d) Buddha- Buddhism

UNIT V: EMERGENCE OF EMPIRES
a) 16 Mahajanapadas and Republics, Rise of Magadha
b) The Nandas and Rise of Chandra Gupta Maurya



INTRODUCTION

India is recognized as having a unique and intriguing history and culture. Historical records
trace the beginning of Indian civilization to the ancient Indus Valley Civilization. It is also
called the Harappan Civilization as Harappa was the first site to be excavated. The sources of
evidence about this civilization are the artifacts, pottery, tools, ornaments and ruins of towns.
Man began to use metals which continued into the Palacolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic
Ages. This was followed by the arrival of the Vedic Age which occupies an important place in
Indian history. The religion, philosophy and social customs of the Hindus who constitute the
majority of our country have their principal source in the Vedic culture. However, with the
passage of time, Vedic religion had become quite ritualistic and the caste system had become
predominant. This resulted in regional dissent among the masses, which led to the emergence
of new classes and the rise of Jainism and Buddhism. Jainism and Buddhism represent a
remarkable phase in the religious and cultural development of India. This was followed by
the emergence of cities and territorial states, especially the Magadha Empire and the Nandas.

Further, the small cities and territorial states were brought under the control of Chandra
Gupta Maurya who laid the foundation of the Mauryan Empire. The decline of the Mauryan
Empire led to the arrival and emergence of Indo-Greeks, Shungas, Kharavelas, Kushanas and
Satvahanas. India was once again politically united in the Gupta Period. The Gupta Age is
marked as an era of unprecedented progress in all aspects of polity, religion, art and literature.
The disintegration of the Gupta Period led to the emergence of regional kingdoms. This was
followed by the arrival of Arabs and Turks in India.

This book - History of India (Early Times-1200 AD)- has been designed keeping in mind
the self-instruction mode (SIM) format and follows a simple pattern, wherein each unit of the
book begins with the Introduction followed by the Unit Objectives for the topic. The content
is then presented in a simple and easy-to-understand manner, and is interspersed with Check
Your Progress questions to reinforce the student's understanding of the topic. A list of
Questions and Exercises is also provided at the end of each unit. The Summary, Key Terms
and Activity further act as useful tools for students and are meant for effective recapitulation
of the text.

This book is divided into five units:

Unit 1: Covers the various sources that help us trace the history of early India, such as, coins,
monuments, literature and so on.

Unit 2: Examines the Prehistoric and Protohistoric period and the Indus Valley Civilization.
Unit 3: Traces the study of Early Vedic Age, Later Vedic Age and Sangam Age.

Unit 4: Analyses social change and religious dissent which lead to the rise of Buddhism and
Jainism.

Unit 5: Identifies the emergence of empires such as Magadha and Nandas.



UNIT 1 SOURCES OF EARLY INDIAN
HISTORY

Structure

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Unit Objectives

1.2 Archaeological Sources
1.2.1 Exploration
122 Excavations
1.2.3 Epigraphy
1.24 Numismatics
1.2.5 Monuments

1.3 Literary Sources
13.1 Literary Sources: Indigenous, Primary and Secondary Sources

132 Problems of Dating Inscriptions

133 Oral Traditions: Myths and Legends
134 Scientific/Secular Literature: Poetry, Drama and Technical Literature

13.5 Literature in Regional Languages
1.3.6 Religious Literature
1.4 Foreign Accounts: Greek, Chinese and Arab Writers
1.5 Summary
1.6 Key Terms
1.7 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’
1.8 Questions and Exercises
1.9 Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Indian civilization is among the most ancient civilizations of the world and this fact
accounts for it occupying a renowned place of pride in the history of cultures.

Many of the ancient civilizations are now either extinct or have failed to preserve
their past traditions. However, the Indian civilization is not only versatile and flexible but
has also succeeded in preserving its traditions to the present day. Further, the contribution
of Indian culture and civilization to the entire world has been significant. Its spirit of
humanity, religious tolerance and spiritualism can be compared favourably with similar
sentiments in any other cultural tradition, dead or alive. Its achievements in the fields of
religion, philosophy, literature, art, mathematics and astronomy are admirable. Factually,
Indians have been lauded for securing some great inventions. However, there can be no
denying that the Indian subcontinent has been gradually influenced by geographical factors
and this feature played a crucial role in enriching its cultural heritage.

Historical writings on India started in the eighteenth century as a result of the
establishment of the rule of the English East India Company. The Englishmen who
conquered India were interested in knowing the Jaws, habits and history of the people of
India, In 1784, the Asiatic Society was founded largely through the efforts of Sir William
Jones (1746-1794).

The Christian missionaries were also interested in India, although for a different

Purpose. They had no sympathy for Hinduism which, in their view, was ‘at best a work
of human folly and at worst the outcome ofa diabolic inspiration.” According to Charles
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al divisions and sexual vices.

source of dishonesty, perjury, selfishness, s0C1
the various sources of ancient Indian hisg

In this unit, you will learn about ' :
well as accounts of foreign travelley

These include archaeological and literary sources as

—

1.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Explain the archaeological sources and the foreign accounts that provide
information of Indian history
e Assess the importance of the source
e List the crucial literary sources for understanding ancient history

s of early Indian history

e Describe the position of literary sources, both religious and secular, in detail

1.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOURCES

Archaeology has contributed a lot to the history of ancient India and its importance
cannot be under emphasized. Indian archaeology is a science of recent growth but it has
made wonderful progress during that brief period. The pioneer work was done by the
Europeans but the same is being carried out now by the Indians. The study of the Indian
antiquities was initiated by scholars like Sir William Jones who founded the Asiatic society
of Bengal in@A large number of researches were hampered by the ignorance of
the script but that difficulty was solved by Jones Prinsep in 1838 by his discovery of the
Brahmi script. After that discovery, the task of deciphering the inscriptions became an
easy one and a lot of work was done by historians like Fergusson, Cunningham,
Dr. Rajendra Lai Mitra, and Dr. Bhau Daji. The greatest contribution was made by
General Cunningham who was appointed in 1862 as the Archaeological Surveyor to the
Government. He devoted about half a century to the study of ancient Indian history.
Through his personal investigations, he gathered a lot of information regarding the
geography of ancient India. He also collected a large number of Indian coins. Digging
was also started at places like Bodh-Gaya, Bharhut, Sanchi, Sarnath and Taxila.

Lord Curzon set up a separate Department of Archaeology and appointed Dr.
Marshall as the Director-General of Archaeology. With him were associated scholars
like Dr. Vogel, Dr. Stein, Dr. Bloch and Dr. Spooner. Under the direction and supervision
of Dr. Marshall, the ancient sites of Taxila covering an area of about 25 sq. miles were
excavated and a lot of useful information was collected. The ancient city of Pataliputra
too, was excavated by Dr. Spooner but much information could not be extract};d 01;
account of water-logging. Dr. Spooner also promoted the mine laying of the Buddhist
sites of Nalanda University and a lot of material was secured within the o e Buddhis
In 1922, R.D. Banerjee started the same work at Mohenjodaro in S;j exttwo decades.
procedure was followed at Harappa. The information colle t zin ind and the same
Mohenjodaro was fused together and Sir John Marsha]| s lcu'e from Harappa and
the Indus Valley Civilization. Alot of work was done b i e his mor%umental work on
Stein in Baluchistan, Kashmir and Turkestan, N lelj € Hungarian scholar Aurel
made their contribution to the already existing works o y

lot of archaeological work is being carried oyt ¢ present in var;
various parts of India.
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1.2.1 Exploration

Sourc

Since time immemorial, people have an inquisitiveness about their surrounding and the

s e o o e e e of g
: ( ings of the cosmos. As people wandered
farther from homc,‘lhcy lloun(l n‘cvs./ civilizations, large rivers, wide oceans and exotic
foods. As aresult 0(' growing curiosity, the desire to augment military might and demand
for goods, exploration was linked to trade.

Skylax from Greece was l.hc first ever western geographer. According to
Herodotus, Skylax (naval officer in Persia), was sent by King Dario to explore the
estuaries of Indus river in 510 BC. To start with, he followed the flow of river through
mountains in Afghanistan until its exit into the Arabian sca. Later, he followed the coast
and explored the Gulfof Oman and the south-castern side of the Arabic Peninsula. He
presented to the King the record of his travels, a chronicle with the title Periplus. Dario
used this important information to conquer India and set up naval bases and new harbours.

Conquests of Alexander the Great in 320 BC extended the known world to the
distant East. Alexander wanted to enslave Asia and annex it to Greece, which was
extended in all Mediterranean. Twenty years after Alexander’s aggression in Indian
territories, Megasthenes from Ionia was sent to the Indian empire. During his stay in
India, he visited almost all of Northern India and also reached the Himalayas. In his
efforts to record the extent of India, Megasthenes reported that the country’s width
from East to West was about 16.000 stages and her length from North to South 22.300
stages (1 stage = 180 metres). He also reported big rivers of country, as Ganges, Indus,
and also other 58 navigable rivers in the extent of the country.

Early Chinese sailors explored many of Asia’s rivers and surrounding seas. They
ventured as far as India and the eastern coast of Africa. Exploration and trade aided in
the creation of a powerful and far-reaching Chinese empire.

According to Alberuni, one of the greatest Persian scholars of the medieval Islamic
era, ‘The Hindus do not pay much attention to the historical order of things; they are
very careless in relating the chronological succession of things, and when they are pressed
for information and are at a loss not knowing what to say, they invariably take to tale-
telling.’

Some writers have gone to the extent of maintaining that the people of ancient
India had no historical sense in them. It is true that the old extreme view, which is
essentially prejudiced, is being given up and it is admitted even by scholars like Dr. Keith
that ‘there is a certain amount of writing and a number of facts attesting a degree of
sense for history.’

When the Indians took up this challenge, the pendulum at times swung to the
Opposite extremes. While the British historians tried to minimize the importance of ancient
India, the Indian historians tried to glorify it. However, that period seems to have passed
now and having become free from political subjugation and due to the availability of
new resources, we are now in a better position to explore and interpret the history of
ancient India,

Efforts were made by the Europeans to explore the history of ancient India in
the latter half of the eighteenth century. The efforts of a few Jesuit Fathers like
Father Hanxladen in mastering Sanskrit and of Father Coeudouse to recognize the
kinship of Sanskrit with the language of Europe gave no understanding of India’s past.

Sel
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Sowrces of Early Indian
History

NOTES

Check Your Progress

1. Fill in the blanks.

(a) Upanishadas
were translated
from the
Persian  version
by

(b) Sir William
Jones founded

of Bengal
in the year

1784.

2. State whether True
or False.

(a) With the help of
one Indian
officer Mr R.D.
Banerji, Sir John
Marshall
discovered the
remnants of the
Indus
civilization in
1022,

(b) The French
Asiatic Society
was established
in 1821 in Paris.

Self-Instructional
6 Material

The efforts which brought about definite results in this ‘ﬁcld were made I?y S::' _Wi”i?m
Jones. who came to India as a judge Ul“hC.SUP_"CmU Court during the ""‘Y?’\“" Warn;l,' )
Hastings as governor-general. Jones was lmgmsl wl?o h:yuvl :.lh:cudy lL‘é,lr?t ti}ig l[lyll[‘)(?n‘,l ﬂ. (\
languages of Europe as well as IHebrew, Arabic, Pcr'smn, Turkish and a 'ul ¢ l“, (,h.n% p
before he came to India. Here, he learnt Sanskrit ul:ﬂ;o. In 1784, wn'h t‘u, hCIP 0
Charles Wilkins, he established the Asiatic Soc'icly of Bﬁcngal. ‘In’lhc‘ Jluumlul Of th,
socicty, Asiatic Researches, the first real steps in revealing India’s past WEIC tak,
Jones himself translated Sakuntala, Gita-Govinda and the law-book oi- Man i
English while Bhagavad Gita and Hitopadesa were translated by WIkins, 'Thu\:
Jones and Wlkins were truly the fathers of the process that can be convcmcm[y(
termed as Indology. They were followed by Henery Colebrooke and Horace Haymy,
Wilson. In 1786 a Frenchman, Anquetil-Duperron, translated the Upanishads from,
seventeenth century Persian version. The efforts of these pioneers created interest i
Sanskrit literature in Europe and chairs were instituted at London, Cambridge, Edinburgh5
and several other universitics of Europe and America for the study of the revereg;
language. It also resulted in the establishment of the French Asiatic Society in 1821 iy,
Paris followed by the Royal Asiatic Society in London two years later. A German.
Sanskrit dictionary prepared by two German scholars was published in parts by the,
Russian Imperial Academy of Sciences from 1852 to 1875. Another notable contribution,
was made by Max Muller, a German scholar, who spent most of his working life ass
professor of philology at Oxford and translating the Rig-veda and a series of books
known as the Sacred Books of the East in English. In 1837, James Prinsep interpreted-

for the first time the earliest Brahmi script and was able to read the edicts of Emperor,
Ashoka.

These literary efforts created a curiosity amongst the scholars and travellers to
probe further into the history and culture of India. It resulted in the establishment of an’
Archacological department in 1862 and Alexander Cunningham was appointed as its
head. During the period of his Viceroyalty, Lord Curzon took a personal interest in
supervising the working of the department. John Marshall was appointed the director-
general of this department which was reformed and enlarged subsequently. With the
help of one Indian officer Mr R.D. Banerji, Sir John Marshall discovered the remnants
of the Indus civilization in 1922. Afterwards, useful work was done by many Indian
scholars in exploring the history and culture of India. Amongst the pioneers were D1
Bhan Daji, Dr Bhagavad Lai Indraji, Dr Rajendra Lai Mitra, Dr R.G. Bhandarkar and
Dr A. Ghosh. Now, this work has been taken up mostly by the Indians and foreign
scholars who are working simply as their associates. All thesc efforts have contributed
to the exploration of the ancient history and culture of India and their various sources.

1.2.2 Excavations

Inarchacology, excavation is the exposure, processing and recording of archaeologic?
remains. The development of excavation techniques has moved over the years from?
treasure hunting process to one which secks to fully understand the sequence of huma?
activity on a given site and that site’s relationship with other sites and with the landscap
inwhichit is set. Since independence, various agencies like the Archacological Surves
of India, State Departments of Archacology, Universities and other research organization*
have conducted archacological excavations in different parts of the country.

The important excavated cities and towns of ancient India include Peshaw?
(ancient Purushapura), Taxila, etc., in North-western Frontier Province and the Punjab”
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Mathura; Varanasi, Sravasti, Kausambi, Ahichchhatra, Hastinapur, etc., in UP; Rajgir Sourc
(ancient Rajagriha), Nalanda, Bodh Gaya, certain parts of Pataliputra, etc., in Bihar;
Vrisa, Padmavati, Ujjain, Sanchi, etc. in Madhya Pradesh: Bairat, Rairh, Sambbhar,
Karkotnagar, etc., in Rajasthan; Langhnaj, Anhilper, Patan, Amrelj, etc., in Gujarat;
Kolhapur, Kondapur, etc., in Deccan; Chandravali, Brahmagiri etc., in Mysore; Amaravati,
Nagarjunakonda, etc., in Andhra; Virampattanam etc., in Madras; Paharpur, Mahasthana,

Pundravardhana, Kotivarsha, etc., in Bengal; and Parihaspur, Avantipur, Martand in
Kashmir.

Special mention may be made here of the pre-Aryan civilization of Indus Valley,
cxcavated partly in Mohenjodaro and Chanhu-daro in Sind, and partly in Harappa in the
Punjab during the later phase of British rule in India. With extensive excavations in post-
Independent period, sites have been discovered in a large area consisting North-Western
India, Rajasthan and the Deccan. Mehrgarh excavations deserve a special mention
since Mehrgarh, located on the bank of the Bolan river in the Kochi plain (Baluschistan),

is the only known Neolithic settlement in the Indian subcontinent, attributed to
approximately 7000 BC.

Since independence, with the initiative of Central and State archaeological
departments and different universities, almost every year archacological excavations
are revealing new data on different aspects of pre-history and ancient history of India.

1.2.3 Epigraphy

In ancient times, the rulers engraved important messages for people on rocks, pillars,
stone walls, clay tablets and copper plates. These writings are known as inscriptions.
The study of inscriptions is called epigraphy. A study of these inscriptions throws light
upon the language of the people, names of'the rulers, the years they ruled, their military
achievements, the religious and social conditions of the people and many other details.
For example, the edicts of Ashoka are a collection of 33 inscriptions on the Pillars of the
Emperor Ashoka of the Mauryan dynasty (269 BC to 231BC). An edict was a formal

announcement of the ruler to inform the public. The Ashokan edicts on pillars give us
information about the extent of his empire,

Under the heading of archacology, we discuss the information derived from
inscriptions, numismatics and monuments, Regarding inscriptions, they are of a very
great value being engraved upon stones and metals and they cannot be tampered without
detection. Consequently, we can be sure while using the material from the inscriptions
that they contain what was then originally written. While in the case of books, there is
the possibility of interpolations by the known and unknown authors, however, that is not
the case with these inscriptions. Their genuineness cannot be doubted. The inscriptions
also give us a correct idea of the method of writing followed at the time when they were
actually inscribed. The character of the script inscribed also enables us to fix their
approximate age. Location can also throw some valuable light. The difficulty in deciphering
the instructions has been overcome in most of the cases although the script of the Indus
Valley still remains a mystery.

If we analyse the contents of the mscriptions, they can be grouped under the
following heads—con imercial, magical, religious, didactic, administrative, culogistic, votive
or dqdiculivc, donative, commemorative and literary. In the case of commercial
INSCTiptions, their specimens are found on the seals of the Indus Valley. Some of these
seals must have been used [or the stamping of bales of merchandise and commodities
like potteries. 1y s possible that the shorter inscriptions (on the seals) are simply the
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owner's name and longer ones include titles that the owner of the seal h;lppcnst
possess. These seals may have been used by the seafaring traders engaged in forej )
trade. 1t seems that Nigamas and Srenis (which were commercial organizations)
the power of minting their coins and they must have possessed seals to be used Firn

commercial purposes, Their record on the perishable materials must have disappe

hag
Such

areq
However, there are references to the use of seals for commercial purposes in othey

mscriptions, g, the Mandasore stone inscription of time of Kumaragupta an(
Bandhuvarman (Malwa Era 529),

Some specimens o magical inseriptions are found in the Harappan seals Whict
were used as amulets and contained a magical formulae on them. The seals have n03
been deciphered as yet and itis difficult to know their contents. However, they are wr\}
likely to contajn the names of the deities which are represented by the animals. Ty
ammals represented on the amulets are the antelope, buffalo, Brahmi bull (a composiy
animal), elephant, goat, hare, human figure, monkey, rhinoceros, short-horned bull ang
tiger. Some of the deities represented by them are Moon, Yama, Siva, Indra, Brahm;
and Durga. 1tis to be observed that magical formulae continued to be written on metals
as wellas on bicch-bark (Bhojaparra) and other materials.

Religrous and didactic inseriptions deal with religious and moral matters. Possibly
some of the seals and tablets of the Indus Valley were the objects of worship ang
their use as amulets was forbidden. The inscriptions of Ashoka are the best specimer
of the religious and didactic types. The edicts of Ashoka are appropriately called
Dhramma-Lipi. !

Ashoka’s edicts are also a specimen of the administrative inscriptions. An extrac
from one of his inscriptions reads thus: ‘Everywhere in my dominions, the Yuktas, the
Rajukas and the Pradesikas shall proceed on circuit every five years as well for this
purpose (for the instruction of Dhamma) as for other business.” The Sohagaura copper
plate inscription of the third century BC is an example of pure administrative inscription
The Junagadh rock inscription of Rudradaman 1 also contains some administrative
material, A large number of copper plate inscriptions have been tound both in the nortt
and south and they contain many useful administrative details. Reference may be made
in this connection to the Banskhera copper plate inscription of Harsha.

The culogistic inscriptions (Prasastis) are very important from the political point
of view. Generally, they contain an elaboration concerning the King, his military, politica
and administrative system and achievements, the existence of the contemporary states
coming into conflict with him and the inter-state relations, the personal accomplishmentt
of'the i\'ings, his patronage and charity and mythological or Puranic nllusim.ls by way ¢
comparison and similes. One great difficulty in lh'T‘SC inseriptions is .that there is a tendenc
on the part of the authors to exaggerate the achievements of their patrons.

Fulogistic inscriptions can be further subdivided INto two parts viz. pure culo‘:‘?
mixed with other types. The edicts of Ashoka form a category by thcmscly{t‘i
The Hathigumpha inseription of Kalinga bf‘l“"‘z‘s tothe category of I."“fc cul‘o%y. "‘ d‘:‘";
in detail tl;c achievements of Kharavela in a chronological (-){‘d&:l. To the m‘(}u:d. eg .‘
o +d Pillar inscription of Samudragupta. The number of inscriphion
belongs the Allahabad PItiar insci large. Practically, in every documes
which contain culo i y

g sovereign and h*
of a permanent nature,

ancestors. Important spectt
: savadata, the Juna
alasn, the

and culogy mixe

ov mixed with other matter is very [ -
w reference is made to the glories of the ruhn . e and I
nens of the mixed type are to h\. found in the Nasi - 3
’ sadh rock inscription of Rudmd;m_l:m I,_tl:c I\J.\I‘
B y { Gautami B ' Mehrauli iron pillar inscription ot € handr:
cave inscription o Lyt .
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on Indian coinage. The design borrowed in the Indian coinage was the name and the
portrait of the ruler. The Greek coins refer to about thirty Greek kin gs and queens who
ruled in India. The classical writers refer to only four or five of them and had these coins
remained undiscovered, the names of other rulers would have remained absolutely
unknown. The coins of the Scynthians and Pratiharas are of an inferior quality but they
also give us a lot of historical information. Their coins have enabled us to have an outline
of the history of their rulers and without them even the outlines would have been missing.
A branch of the Scythians settled in Gujarat and Kathiawar issued coins in which the
names of the ruling kings and their fathers were mentioned in the Saka era. These have
helped us to reconstruct the history of the Western Satraps for more than three centuries.
The Kushans also issued a large number of coins. The existence of the Malawas,
Yaudheyas and the Mitra rulers of Panchala is known only from the coins. The coins of
the Satavahanas supplement, correct and corroborate the accounts of the Puranas. The
Gupta coins also give us a lot of useful information. The Indian coins after the Gupta
period do not give us much historical information.

According to historians, V.A. Smith and Rapson, the punch-marked coins represent
a private coinage. The view of Smith is that they were issued by guilds and goldsmiths
with the permission of the ruling power. The numerous obverse punches were made by
different moneyers through whose hands those coins passed. The reverse marks were
the signs of approval by the controlling authority. According to Rapson, the obverse
marks were the private marks of the money-changers and the reverse marks denoted
the locality in which the coins were issued. However, recent researches have proved
that the punch-marked coins were issued by a regular public authority. A few of them
found at Pataliputra have been ascribed by Dr. K.P. Jayaswal to the age of Chandragupta
Maurya. A large number of coins are to be found in government museums and municipal
museums and with private collectors. A critical study of all of them is bound to give a lot
of additional evidence.

1.2.5 Monuments

The ancient monuments like buildings, statues of stones-ormetals, terracotta, ornamental

and decorative fragments, pdttery, etc., give us a lot of useful and reliable information. The

excavations at the sites of the old towns like Harappa, Mohenjodaro and Taxila have

revealed secrets hitherto unknown and, thus, changed our concept of ancient India. It is

after the discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization that we began to talk of a civilization in

India prior to that of the Aryans. The excavation at Taxila throws welcome light on the

Kushanas. A study of the sculptures found from there gives us an idea of the Gandhara

School of art. The digging of the old sites of Pataliputra gives us some information regarding

the old capital of the Mauryas. The Angkor-Vat in Cambodia and Borobodur in Java bear
testimonial to the colonial and cultural activities of the Indians in ancient times. The temples
of Deogadh in Jhansi and Bhitargaon near Kanpur throw light on the artistic activities of
the Guptas. The excavations add to our knowledge regarding Buddhism and Ashoka. The
eXcavations in China, Turkestan and Baluchistan by Stein prove the intimate contacts of
India with those territories. The progress of the archaeological work in India in the near
fature is bound to enrich our knowledge of ancient Indian history.

———

ACTIVITY

Visit the libraries in your locality and find out the information.about the
Numismatic Society of India. Prepare areporton their work andachievements.

Sources of Early Indian
History

NOTES

Check Your Progress

3. Fill in the blanks.

(a) Asoka’s edicts
are also a
specimen of the

inscriptions.

(b) The excavation
at Taxila throws
welcome light
on the

4. State whether True
or False.

(a) Coins help to
build up the
history of the
country in
many ways.

(b) The scripts on
the Harappan
seals can be
easily
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13  LITERARY SOURCES

—

The literary source for the reconstruction of ancient Indian history may be classific| a
i) indi iter i unts of the foreign travelers.
'S (i) indigenous literature and (i) acco g

1.3.1 Literary Sources: Indigenous, Primary and Secondary
Sources

The indigenous literature may be divided into a number of v:‘lriclic.s:, e.g. religious text,
secular or scientific text, biography, poetic writings and regional literature. H owever,
when literary writings are patronized by the king’s court, they are likely to bc.cxa ggerate
ones. Thus, they should be used as sources of history with caution. Foreign accounty
are also to be used cautiously as the foreigners, in most of the cases, did not know Indig,
language and the pattern of life.

Indigenous literature

The Indigenous literature includes the Vedas, the Brahmanas, the Aryankas, the

Upanishads, the Epics (Ramayana and Mahabharatha), the Brahmashastras, the Puranas,

The Buddhist and Jain literature gives knowledge of the traditions prevalent in those

periods. The books of this period are in Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit. Theygiveusa knowledge

about music, dance, painting architecture and administration of various kings. Kautilya‘s
Arthashastrais a remarkable work on the system of administration. The Sangam literature
msouthis an elaborate record of life in South India. Though these literatures lack historical
sense, they are the main sources to venture into the facts of Indian history.

Primary literary sources

Primary sources are original materials. Information for which the writer has no personal
knowledge is not primary, although it may be used by historians in the absence ofa
primary source. In the study of history as an academic discipline, a primary source (also
called original source or evidence) is an artifact, a document, a recording, or other
source of information that was created at the time under study. It serves as an original
source of information about the topic. Similar definitions are used in library science, and
other areas of scholarship, although different fields have somewhat different definitions.

Secondary literary sources

Secondary sources are works of synthesis and interpretation based upon primary sources
and the work of other authors. Theymay take a variety of forms. The authors of secondary
sources develop their interpretations and narratives of events based on primary sources,
that is, documents and other evidence created by participants or eyewitnesses, Frequently,
they also take advantage of the work of other historians by using other secondary sources.
Reference books, popular periodical literature, and general historical works and
monographs are the examples of secondary sources.

1.3.2 Problems of Dating Inscriptions

Most of disputes in history start with dates. It i very difficult to know the exact year of
existence of particular person from inscriptions. For example, inscriptions are dated in
SOme many ways: ranging from simple year date (regnal or era) to detailed year-month

tithi (lunar day), week day and/or other calendrical or astronomical dates. Let us see the
ional  ETaOr dating used.
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Regnal (relating to a king or his reign) Year

This is practice of dating records from regnal years of king, This me
of the inscriptions. In their inscriptions, Ashoka, the S
regnal years in their records. This continued in medi
Pallavas, the Cholas and the Pandyas, A typical inscription with regnal year, might say:
‘The great king of so-and-so with so-and-so titles with so-and-so achievements donated
in the first year of his reign.” The inscription may add the fithi or day of the week, or
month in addition to the regnal year. Unless additional reference date or another king or
ruler or event is provided the dating of the inscription is not absolute. These inscriptions
have to be dated by techniques similar to paleographic records or undated inscriptions.
The problem with regnal years is that everything is relative and fluid, with change of
date of one inscription every other inscription has to be re-dated. If Greek had not come
to India, we would not be able to date Ashoka and with Ashoka the entire | ndian History.

thod is used in most
atavahana, the Tkshvakus, used
eval period with the Palas, the

Year of an Era

Starting from the first century BC, some inscriptions dated the years in continuous era.

In this practice, a king issued the inscriptions in the regnal years of the previous kings
instead of his accession. This system was seen in the d

ynasties. Sometimes this system
was followed even when the dynasties fell and new ones took over. Let us discuss some
of the eras.

Jain Nirvana Era

This date starts with Nirvana or salvation of Last Jain Tirthakarna Vardhamana Mahavir.
While Vicarasreni (1310 AD) in Merutunga (Prakrit) gives date as 470 years to Vikrama
Era, Nemichandra (1084 AD) in Mahaviracariam (prakrit) gives the date as 605 years

and 5 months before the start of Saka Era. So, the dispute will be there as the Mahavira
date is not certain.

Buddhist nirvana Era

Cantonese records say each year after passing of Buddha was represented by a dot and
so the date of Buddha is 486 BC, the start of Buddhist nirvana Era. But there is no
agreement in Buddhist world. So the dates are disputed.

Vikram Era

This Era starts in 50 BC. Vikramaditya regained his ancestral kingdom in Ujjain by
expelling the Sakas from there after 9 years of their rule (66-57 BCE). In order to

commemorate his victory over them, he introduced a new era called Vikram Samvat (or
Malawa Samvat) in 57 BCE. This story is also disputed.

Saka Era

The origin of Saka js very debatable. However, it is generally agreed that Kanishka was

the first to yge Saka Era. So, the origin is given to him. But Kushana chronology itselfis
debateq. The Era starts in 78 AD.

Gupta or Vallabi Era

Due to absence of this era in the early inscriptions of the Guptas, the date of origin of this
€ra j

418 questionable. Most historians attribute this era to accession of Chandragupta 1.
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n The dates are calculated by adding years 319 to 322 years to what is founq in h,
mscriptions.

Kalachuri-Cedi Era

“ . . . ‘ F o P, : l “, s
The date of origin of this era is also doublfu-l. The date of 248 AD based on the ICCess,
of Abhira king Isvara Dutta is now not valid.

1.3.3 Oral Traditions: Myths and Legends

Oral tradition applies to a process of communication of facts from one indiv.ulu:ll (0 the
other through oral messages which are based on previous information. It is as olq 5
human beings, since before writing was invented, spoken words were the only meang,
pass information from generation to generation. Many people around the world continy,
to use oral traditions to pass along knowledge and wisdom. Interviews anq recordings of
community elders and witnesses to historical events provide existing stories, anecdotes
and other information about the past.

Eye witness accounts are purportedly the fundamental component of oral tradition,
They are without fail a direct and personal experience and involve both perceptions and
emotions. Oral tradition is an aspect that shapes most parts of historical sources. In
writing history, there are a variety of sources available to the historian to gain the accurate
knowledge of events and actions that happened in the past and which are presently
unavailable for scrutiny or direct study since the persons or events are no more. Historians
rely on information on any evidence from the past, therefore anything; material or
immaterial that bears witness to the past is a historical document or source.

Myths and historical documentation

Numerous historians and scholars in their related fields use the term ‘myths’ in somewhat
different ways. In a very broad sense, myth is referred to any traditional history. The
main characters in myths are usually gods, deities or supernatural heroes whose stories
were usually sacred stories. Myths are often endorsed by rulers and
linked to religion in the society in which it is told. A myth is usually
account of the remote and immediate past. Myths as traditions of
invented, they are experienced. It is an aspect of orally transmitte
various peoples of the world and form part and parce] of the history

priests and closely
regarded as a true
the people are not
d tradition among

of the people..
The Mahabharat, which is considered as huge historical source contains
numerous aspects of myths, legend and folklores. Apparently, numerous ﬁeld,s oftid
ranging from history, archaeology, astronomy and linguistics have used the epic and itys,
accounts to provide insight into their respective pursuits and understandin pl; and t
and modern culture, mythology, anthropology and m orality - g of ancien

to name just a few.
1.3.4 Scientific/Secular Literature: Poetry, D
. r .
Literature Iy, Drama and Technica]

As the term sy s
. ggests, the wri i s id .
omal | particular relio: _ tings included in this Section are not restricted to a
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texts which were composed by neutral and intellectual personalities so as to compile ¢
exact and a precisely transparent record of Indian culture and hcrilag@ ThcrcIIZ)rZ p
includes writings by forcigners, biographical works of great historical persons l)ig[ori;;:
texts and literary compositions. T

Sow

The Greek, Roman, Chinese and Muslim writers and travellers have left fairly
interesting sources of information in their accounts, Amongst the Greek and Roman
writers, Strabo, Skylex, Justin, Herodotus, C urtius, Diodorus, Arrian, Plutarch, Ptolemy
and the anonymous author of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea have left interesting
accounts of India. But the most popular amongst them is /ndlica written by Megasthenes
who lived for some time in the court of Chandragupta Maurya as an ambassador of
Seleucus. Amongst the Muslims, Sulaiman and Al Masudi left brief records of India
while Alberuni who came to India with Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni wrote the best ever
foreign account of India that this age has produced. The Chinese travellers Fa-hien,
Hiuen Tsang and I-tsing recorded their experiences in bulky volumes which provide us
with useful and relevant information. Besides these important writers and travellers
there are many other Greek, Muslim and Chinese authors whose works play a crucial
role in educating us regarding the contemporary Indian cultural beliefs.

Accounts apart, the contemporary biographical works also prove to be a source
of authentic and filtered information. The most important of these works are
Harshacharita of Banabhatta, Gaudavaho and Vikramankadeva-charita of Vakapati
and Bilhana describing the ei;‘)loits-ot}_\@sgggrlnan_and,Vikramaditya of the later
Chalukya dynasty_,_}(umarapala-charita of Jayasimha, Kumarapala-Charita of

HM@@, qupgirf‘Kra’vi_ai of Nayachandra, and Bhoj Prabandha by Ballal, and

Prithviraja-Vijaya by an anonymous writer. Amongst the historical writings, the most

famous is the Rajataragini, the history of Kashmir written by Kalhana. After him, writers
like J onamjamlﬁiy?ﬁﬁma and Shuka carried on this work and scribbled down
the history of Kashmir till a few years after its conquest by the Mughal emperor Akbar.
The Gujarat chronicles lﬂ(ewmi_@ﬂdi Hammira Mada-Mardana,

Vasanta-vilasa, the Persian translation of Chachanama which gives a detailed account

of the Arab conquest of Sind, the VanwﬂHS.QﬁN.Cpgl\agd_Iéglilite_radtu_&_pgrﬁcularly

of the Sangam age, also throw valuable light on the contemporary history and culture

of their respective places.
Pure literary works suchas dramas and poems and prose works on polity, economy
and grammar carried out by scholars in the other branches of knowledge are also of

some valuable help. Among them, the most notable are Arthashastt{'a (;lf Ilfl?%ib@’
o : ini -a-Rakshasa of vishakhadatta,

ohabhashya of Patanjali, Astadhyayi of Panini, Mz_:_d),cz,___,/-~
and the Kawthaﬁsafml’_é;‘zar of Somdeva dealing with the period of the Mauryas./The
K ht into the polity of the Gupta rulers,

Nitisara written by, Kamandaka provides an insig int ! .

 the Mahabhashya of Patanjali a d ’t‘hj,M_CLI_Vlka animitram written by Kaldas ? us

in finding out the material concerning the history of the Sungas and the ML‘Lc___cLhal\an{m
of Sudraka and the 1)qs,Kumazfa-_Chal'ita written by P_f‘,“(.ll“ throw useful light on the
contemporary soci:)-political and economic life.

Judging by the same standards, the Sangan literature written in Tamil language
becomes a sort of mirror reflecting the social and political realities of the Chera, the

Chola and the Pandya dynasties of the far Southup to third century AD.

eligious and secular
However, the list is not comple ote relig

te. Different scholars wrot . .
texts in Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tamil and other Janguages at different points of time.
Among them, many are well known

and many more might have been missed. Besides,
€ Self-Ins
Materic
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a student of history should be cautious while going through this literature, whether religjo
or secular, in an effort to dig out ancient Indian history, as religious history is no historjcy)
chronicle and the object of biographical works, in most cases, remains the glorificatig,
of the kings while the writings of the foreigners are mostly based upon second-hang
information. Yet, though suffering from these handicaps, the literary sources certainly
provide valuable help to the students of Indian history.

1.3.5 Literature in Regional Languages

India is very rich in languages. There are a number of languages and dialects being
spoken in India. The country has a vast diversity in regional languages. Aregional language
is a language spoken in an area of a nation state, whether it be a small area, a federa|
state or province, or some wider area. Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam,
Manipuri, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu are the important regional

languages of India.

Urdu emerged as an independent language towards the end of the 4th century
AD. It, as a language, was born out of the interaction between Hindi and Persian. Urdu
became more popular in the early eighteenth century. People even wrote accounts of
later Mughals in Urdu. Gradually it achieved a status where literature, both poetry and
prose, started being composed in it. The last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar
wrote poetry in it. Urdu was given its pride of place by a large number of poets who
have left inimitable poetry for posterity. The earliest Urdu poet is supposed to be Khusrau
(1253-1325). He started writing as a poet in the reign of Sultan Balban and was a
follower of Nizamuddin Auliya. He is said to have composed ninty-nine works on separate
themes and numerous verses of poetry. Among the important works composed by him
are Laila Majnu and Ayina-1-Sikandari dedicated to Alau-din-Khalji.

These was a tremendous growth of regional languages like Hindi, Bengali,
Assamese, Oriya, Marathi and Gujarati in the medieval period. Hindi evolved during the
Apabhramsa stage between the 7th and 8th centuries AD. In the South, Malayalam
emerged as an independent language in the 14th century. The rise of the Bhakti movement
and the use of these regional languages by the various saints helped in the growth and
development of English literature. We have already noted the various dialects that
developed in northern and western India. Prithviraj Raso is supposed to be the first
book in the Hindi language. It is an account of exploits of Prithviraj Chauhan,

Raja Ram Mohan Roy wrote in Bengali (besides English) that gave impetus to
Bengali literature. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-91) and Akshay Kumar Dutta
(1820- 86) were two other writers of this early period. In addition to these, Bankim
Chandra Chatterji (1834-94), Sharat Chandra Chatterji (1876-1938), and R.C. Dutta, 2
noted historian and a prose writer, all contributed to the making of Bengali literature.

The earliest Assamese literature consisted of buranjis (court chronicles).
Shankardev has left several devotional poems, which people song with rapturous pleasure
but it was only after 1827 that more interest was shown in producing Assamese Iﬁerﬂmre,
Two names, Lakshmi Nath Bezbarua and Padmanaba Gohain Barua canno be forgoncn:

From Orissa, a couple of names are worth mentioning and these are Fakirmohan
Senapati and Radla Nath Ray, whose writings deserve considerable atlcn‘tion in the
history of Oriya lntcrnlurc..The works of Upendra Bhanja (1670 - 1720 o ortant
as they ushered a new period of Oriya literature, The works of 20) were impo

as the first works of Oriya literature. Saraladasa are rcgardcd
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Punjabi is a language with several shades. Guru Nanak was the first poet in Soicrces of §
Punjabi. His poems are still being sung by local singers. There are several other poetic
stories which have been composed by the locals. This folklore has been preserved. The
most important of these is Heer of Waris Shah. It is the most popular of the early works.
It is a l]andmark in Punjabi poetry. NOT

Early Gujarati literature is available in the form of Bhakti songs of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. Dr. K.M. Munshi was a great Gujarati novelist, an essayist and
a historian, and has left a plethora of historical novels. In these books, he exhibits his
ability to mix fact with fiction. Prithvi Vallabha is one of his finest novels.

The earliest Marathi poetry and prose is by Saint Jnaneshwar (Gyaneshwar) who
lived in the thirteenth century. He wrote a long commentary on the Bhagavad Gita. He
was the one who started the kirtan tradition in Maharashtra.

1.3.6 Religious Literature
Religious literature includes the religious texts of the Hindus, Buddhists and Jains.
Hindu religious texts

The first literary source of the Hindus is the Samhita which includes four Vedas namely
the Rigveda, the Samveda, the Yajurveda and the Atharvaveda. Besides these, there are
the Brahmanas (the Satapatha, Panchavis, Atreya, etc.), the Upanishads (the Kathaka,
the Isa, the Svetasvatra etc.), the Aryanakas, the Sutras (the Manu, the Vishnu, the
Narad, the Brashpati, etc.), the Puranas (the Vishnu, the Vayu, etc. 18 in all) and the
Epics (the Ramanayana and the Mahabharata) which assist one in deciphering and
understanding the history and culture of India from the Vedic up to the Gupta age. The
Rig-Veda provides us some significant information about the civilization of the early
Vedic Age while the rest of the three Vedas illuminate upon the specificity of the cultural
aspects of the later age. The Brahmanas provide us some critical knowledge concerning
the Aryans- their attitude towards east India, religious beliefs, and rituals to be conducted
especially during the later Vedic age. The Upanishads, too, were concerned with the
philosophical speculations and beliefs of the Aryans such as the transmigration of the
soul, Brahma and salvation. The Shastras inform us about the rituals while performing
different Yajnas and the religious, social, moral and political responsibilities of an individual.
The Smiritis reveal to us the social and religious conditions of the Indians between 200
BC to AD 600. The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are useful for knowing the living
conditions of the Aryans during the later Vedic age while the Puranas help us in finding
out the history of the rulers and their kingdoms which existed in India after the war of
the Mahabharata till the sixth century AD.

Buddhist religious texts

The original Buddhist texts are known as the Tripitaka. They are three in number and
can be categorized as (i) The Vinya pitaka which describes the rules and regulations
for the guidance of the Buddhist monks and the general management of the Church; (ii)
the Sutti-pitaka is a collection of the religious discourses of Buddha; and (iii) the
Ahbidhamma-pitaka which contains an exposition of the philosophical‘ principles
underlying religion. Afterwards, the Mahayana and the Tantrika sects of I'Buddhlsm created
- Vastreligious literature of their own and the penultimate Jataka stories (nearly 549 in
fumber) of Mahayanism describing various life-stories of Mahatma Buddha were also
Written, Al] of them constitute the sources of approaching the contemporary culture and
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| Check Your Progress
5. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The is a
collection of the
religious
discourses of
Buddha.

(b) The original Jain
religious 1exts
were called

6. State whether True
or False.

(a) The Nitisara is
written by
Kautilya

(b) Patanjal 1s the
author of
Mahabhashyva
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history of Tndia. These Buddhist religious texts provide useful informationto us concen,
the polity, political life, different rulers, their dynasties, their rule and their kingdomg s
the sixth century BC and also the social, economic, religious and cultural life (’l‘lh(f
people in that age. The religious texts, the Mahavansa and the Dipavansa, P"CPurg;
by the scholars of Sti Lanka, also provide us useful information concerning the histo%I
ancient Indha,

Jain religions texts

The original Jain religious texts were called Agams. A fterwards, these were compilgg
into 14 Purvas and further, the first ten Purvas were re-arranged in 12 Angas in th,
fifth century AD. Now, only 11 Angas are available. Besides, a vast literature wy,
created by Jain scholars aflerwards which also provide us useful knowledge concemip,
the history, culture and civilization of ancient India. The Bhadrabahu Charita refersy,
several events belonging to the reign of Chandragupta Maurya. The Katha Kosh ang
other similar Jain religious texts have churned out some useful historical material. Among
the later Jain religious texts, one of the most prominent ones is the Parisista Pan/y
which was prepared during the twelfth century.

1.4 FOREIGN ACCOUNTS: GREEK, CHINESE AND
ARAB WRITERS

Foreign accounts are of immense importance in the reconstruction of ancient Indian
history. According to K.A.N. Sastri, ‘The accounts of any country and its people by
foreign observers are of great interest to the historians of the country. For they enable
him to know what impression is made upon the minds of such observers and to estimate
with greater confidence the part played by it in the general history of the world.’

(i) Greek writers: Herodotus in his Histories gives us information about Indo-
Persian relations and the political condition of north-west India in his time. Arrian,
a Roman historian, wrote a detailed account of the invasion of India by Alexander.
The Greek ambassador to the court of Chandragupta Maurya, Megasthenes in
his book /ndica, gives a descriptive account of India at that time. The Greek
account of the Periplus of the Erythean Sea gives us an idea of the maritime
activities between India and the West by mentioning ports, harbours and
merchandise. Ptolemy wrote about the geography of India during second century
AD. Pliny gives an account of the Indian animals, plants and minerals in the
first century AD. The accounts of Plutarch and Strabo also provide us with
useful information regarding the socio-economic life of their times. But the
Greek accounts are based on generalizations. Their ignorance of the Indian
languages might have affected their impressions and knowledge of our country.
Since the Greek ambassadors mostly stayed in state capitals; their information
was based on mere hearsay which could have been represented in a distorted
or exaggerated way.

(ii) Chinese wri.ters: Ch'inese accounts of Hiuen Tsang and Fa Hein provide us
with useful information regarding the life during the reign of Harsha and
Chand:_*agup.ta Il respectively. Tibetan historian, Taranath in his History o/
Buddhism gives us information about Buddhism and its spread.
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Fig. 1.1 Megasthenes

(iii) Arab writers: The Arab accounts of travellers and geographers mostly deal
with India and its inhabitants and not history as such. Alberuni’s Tehquiq-I-Hind
throws light on the various aspects of socio-economic and political condition of
India at the time of Mahmud of Ghazni.

Thus, in order to study Indian history in a comprehensive manner, one has to
depend on literary, archaeological and foreign sources which help us to form a complete
picture of the ancient times. The information provided by literary texts if corroborated
by archaeological remains helps the historian to improve the scale of historical authenticity

and reliability of fact.

Dip You Know

The Indus Valley Civilization was one of the first civilizations in the world to

Sources of Early Indian

History

NOTES

Check Your Progress

7. Fill in the blanks.
(a) Chinese

accounts of

and
Fa Hein provide
us with useful
information
regarding the life
during the reign
of Harsha and
Chandragupta 1I
respectively.

(b) Arrian, 2 Roman

historian, wrote
a detailed
account of the
invasion of
India by

be discovered. _
8. State whether True
or False.
(a) Foreign accounts
1.5 SUWARY are of immense
importance in

In this unit, you have learnt that:

* Efforts were made by the Europeans to eXp
latter half of the eighteenth century.
* Amongst the literary sources we include all written records whether in the form

of texts, essays or descriptions.
» The first literary source of the Hindus is the Samhit
namely the Rigveda, the Samveda, the Yajurveda an
* The original Buddhist texts are known as the Tripitaka.
ts were called 4gams.
nd Muslim writers and travellers have left fairly

Jore the history of ancient India in the

a which includes four Vedas
d the Atharvaveda.

# ® The original Jain religious tex

* The Greek, Roman, Chinese a :
ion in their accounts.

the
reconstruction
of ancient
Indian history.

(b) The accounts of

Plutarch and
Strabo also
provide us with
useful
information
regarding the
socio-economic
life of their
times.
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e Archacology has contributed a lot to the history of ancient India and its impO"lanq

cannot be under emphasized.
e Under the heading of archacology, we discuss the information deriveq o

nscrptions, numismatics and monuments.

« Foreign accounts are of immense importance in the reconstruction of anciey,

Indian history.

1.6 KEY TERMS

o Asiatic Society: Union of scholars and authors formed by Sir William Jones j,
1774.

« Sambhita: Collection of Hindu scriptures namely the Vedas.

o Moneyers: People who physically create money by striking and casting brongc,
silver and copper coins.

o Agams: Name given to the sacred texts of Jainism.

« Numismatics: Study of coins and other ancient material discovered through the
excavation of archaeological sites.

e Archaeology: Study of human society, primarily through the recovery and analysis
of the material culture and environmental data which they have left behind.

o Inscription: A marking, such as the wording ona coin, medal, monument, or seal,
that is inscribed.

1.7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

. (a) Anquetil-Duperron (b) Asiatic Society
. (a) True (b) True

3. (a) administrative (b) Kushanas

4, (a) True (b) False

5. (a) Sutti-pitaka (b) Agams

6. (a) False (b) True

7. (a) Hiuen Tsang (b) Alexander

#. (a) True (b) True

o

1.8 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. Write a short note on the sources of early Indian history.

2 What is secular literature? Prepare a list of the books that are covered under this
Inerature. ’

3. What kind Ul'ml'nrrnutiun on Indi 1
‘ at k dhln hlﬁl()ry hll\} b "l v 1 I '(,
: S 3 Socenreve: T smatic
’ iits? (& l'Cd | om numismatics
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Long-Answer Questions
Sou

1. Discuss the various religious t ich gi ' :
istory g exts Whl(;h give ample information about Indian
2. IjIlaborate upon the initiatives taken by the British officials in exploring Indian
literature and history. Name a few prominent officials and their literary contributions.
3. .Wha-t md of information about Indian history has been deciphered from the
inscriptions?
4. Describe the foreign accounts that have revealed substantial information about
ancient Indian history.
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2.5 Key Terms

2.6 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’

2.7 Questions and Exercises

2.8 Further Reading

2.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will examine the three divisions of the Stone Age, that is, Palaeolithic,
Mesolithic and Neolithic Ages. During these Ages, man used to make tools and weapons
with stone. In the next stage of development, man began to use metals. The earliest
evidence of the use of metals is found at the sites of Indus Valley Civilization. It is also
called the Harappan Civilization, as Harappa was the first site to be excavated. The
sources of evidence about this civilization are the artifacts, pottery, tools, omaments and
ruins of towns, This unit will also introduce you to the various facets of this civilization.

2.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
* Discuss the prehistoric sites and settlements
* Discuss the geographical extent of the Indus Valley Civilization
* Identify the various features of the Indus Valley Civil zation
* Describe the settlement patterns and town planning of the Indus Valley Civilization
* Recognize the religious beliefs and practices of the Indus Valley Civilization
s List the various forms of art practised in the Indus Valley Civilization
* Explain the urban decline of the Indus Valley Civilization
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32 PREHISTORIC SITES AND SETTLEMENTS ™

—

Let us now take a look at the various prehistoric sites.

2.2.1 Lower, Middle and Upper Paleolithic Sites and Settlemey,,

Early man lived in agreement with the environment and his §urroundmgs' for lo Ll
used the material that could be obtained and handled convcmcn(l)./ to Pf?p‘lrc 100l gy,
weapons. He began using stone and later used metals to prcpm‘c'lns IO(_)!S and wegp, o
Civilization did not develop everywhere simultaneously. The periods of its developy, n
differ from civilization to civilization. In India, it commenced long ago.

The Paleolithic Age is divided into three phases in accordax}ce \yith the type o
stone tools used by the people and according to the nature of climatic change, Ty,
different phases of the Paleolithic Age are classified as follows:

(1) Early or lower Paleolithic
(i) Middle Paleolithic
(i) Upper Paleolithic

(1) Early orlower Paleolithic : The lower Paleolithic or the early Stone Age covers
the greater part of the Ice Age. The early Stone Age may have begun in Africa
around two million years ago, but in India it is not older than 600,000 years. The
region of Bori in Maharashtra is considered to be from this age and is said to be
one of the earliest. During this age, people used hand axes, cleavers and choppers.
The axes found in India are more or less similar to those of Western Asia, Europe
and Africa. Stone tools were used largely for chopping, digging and skinning.
When the climate became less humid, the people of the lower Stone Age principally
became food gatherers. They took to small game hunting and consumed fish and
birds. The early or lower Stone Age in India may be associated with the Homo
sapiens (i.e., scientific name of man). Early Stone Age sites have been found in
the valley of river Son or Sohan in Punjab, now in Pakistan. Several sites found in

Kashmir, the Thar Desert and the Belan valley also show features of the lower
Paleolithic Age.

(i) Middle Paleolithic: The middle Paleolithic industries show the basic technological
features common to the Mousterian (tool culture) of Western and Central Asia.
The tools are generally small, light and based upon flakes struck from cores
which, in some cases, are carefully shaped. These flakes were transformed into
finished tools. There was also a marked change in the choice of raw material-
Silica and minerals, chiefly chert, agate, Jasper and chalcedony, became the most
common media of working in most parts of the country. These enabled the middle
Paleolithic man to prepare beautiful tools with better edges. In some regions;
particularly, Chennai, the Deccan and Kutch, the materia] employed by the lower

Paleolithic groups continued tc be used during the midd]e Paleolithic Age. In such
cases, the material seemed to be finely grained and carefully selected.

(ii)) Upper Paleolithic: The Upper Paleolithic or the | ate Stone Age is the third and
last subdivision of the Palaeolithic age (40,000 to 10,000 BC). It is said to coincide
with the appearance of behavioural modernity (a time when Homo sapiens bega®
torely on symbols to express cultural creativity). This period was marked by the
appearance of many new flint industries and severg] figurines and other artifacts
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reflecting art and rituals. It was also marked by the appearance of a wide range
of bone tools, including needles, fishing tools, harpoons and blades. e

Characteristics of the Paleolithic Age

Life of the Paleolithic man or Homo habilis was hard. Homo habilis was a food N(

gatherer and depended entirely on nature for food. He ate fruits, roots, nuts, flesh of
animals and even insects. He did not have a fixed place to stay. He wandered like a
nomad from place to place. He lived in caves and hollows of trees to protect himself
from wild animals and harsh climate. He used animal skins or the bark of trees and

leaves to cover his body.

Tools

The tools used by man during the Paleolithic Age were pebble tools, which were quite
crude. He made tools using flint, a kind of stone that chips easily. The tools of this age
can be divided into two categories: core tools and flake implements.

Core tools were made by chipping and shaping large stones. They were usually
pear shaped with sharp edges, like hand axes, which were held in the hand and used to
cut trees, dig the earth and shape sticks. Some of these have been found in South India.
Flake implements were tools made from smaller pieces of stone and were used as

choppers and cleavers to chop meat and skin animals.

Discovery of Fire

Early man feared fire that broke out in the forests due to lightning. Later, he discovered
how to produce fire himself. The discovery of firc was probably accidental. Perhaps,
one day, he picked up pieces of flint to chip and shape them into tools. He was fascinated
by the sparks made by striking two pieces of flint against each other. He repeated his
action and perhaps some dry leaves caught fire. In this way, one of the greatest discoveries

of mankind was made.

Fig. 2.1 Homo Sapiens Rubbed Two Stones Together to Make Fire

Self-Instructi
Material
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Once humans had discovered how to make fire, they began to use it for var

(Ju.,
purposes, histed as follows:
» To frighten off wild animals, they kept fire burning at the mouths of the Cave;
night and slept inside in comfort.

e They used it to keep themselves warm in winter.

e They used fire to cook the flesh of animals. They found that cooked fogq Way
easy to chew and digest.

e By the light of fire, they could work inside the caves at night.

Fig. 2.2 Tools of the Palaeolithic Age

2.2.2 The Mesolithic Sites and Settlements

In 9000 Bc began an intermediate stage in Stonp Age cgllurc, which is caﬂcq the Mesolithic
Age. The Mesolithic people survived by huptmg, fishing and food gathering; however, at
a later stage, they also domesticz.ltcd animals. The first three occupations were
continuation of the Paleolithic practice, whereas the domestication of animals developed

later in the Neolithic culture. Thus, the Mesolithic Age marked a transitional phase in the
mode of subsistence leading to animal husbandry.

Characteristics of the Mesolithic Age

Mesolithic Age is characterized by microliths or tiny tools. It is believed that the bow and
arrow came into regular use with the introduction of microlithic technology based 0"
microblades which were produced by pressure techniques. The fact that the people of
the Mesolithic Age had developed an aesthetic sense is attested by the discoveries of?
very large number of cave paintings across the country. These paintings are a min¢ ©
information for the reconstruction of the Mesolithic man’s way of life and contemporary
environment.

In the Mesolithic Age, carly man tried to fir

more comfortable and secure and fulfill his b

period, which is called the Mesolithic Age,
using bones and horns along

1d ways and means to make his i
asic requirements of food. During th”
he learnt to make more sophisticated too¥
with stone. Since these materials were more flexible a7
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lighter than stone, they could also make a larger variety of things like bows and arrows -

and fishing hooks. Heavy tools gave way to smaller and more refined ones like arrowheads
and spearheads. For most of this period, men continued to be food gatherers. It was
probably towards the end of the Mesolithic Age that they learnt about cultivation. Men
observed that when seeds fell on the ground and received water, they grew into plants
that bore grains. Thus, another means of getting food, besides hunting and gathering,
was now available to them, i.e., growing crops or agriculture.

o

2.2.3 The Neolithic Sites and Settlements

The period between 9000 and 3000 Bc saw remarkable technological progress in Western
Asia. Man developed the art of cultivation, weaving, pot making, house building, writing,
stock raising and the like. The Neolithic Age in the Indian subcontinent began around the
seventh Millennium Bc. Some important crops including wheat and barley came to be
cultivated in the subcontinent; villages were established in this part of the world. All
these were indicative of a revolutionary change in the mode of subsistence. People no
longer depended on hunting, fishing and food gathering because cultivation and cattle
husbandry provided them with food. With new means of food and shelter, they were on
the threshold of cultivation.

Refined Tools

The Neolithic man began to make a variety of stone tools with the help ofa grindstone.
They were sharper, well polished and had handles fixed to them. In this period, man
began to use tools made of basalt, which was harder and stronger, and could be shaped
and polished. Bones were also used to make needles, blades and other tools. Due to this
improved variety of tools, this period is called the Neolithic Age or New Stonc Age.

Fig. 2.3 Tools Used in the Neolithic Age
Art

lzurl}f Man also learnt to paint the walls of his cave dwellings with scenes showing

:l‘"TL""g figures and animals. In this way, art developed. For example, the paintings in

thimbetka Cayes in Madhya Pradesh.

l’om-ry

ZX:&" "}un bgcumu a food prudugcr. he felt the nf.'cd for containers to store the surplus

man ‘-Ncummncrs were also required to store mllk. anq water and cook food. At first,
ove baskets from wild grass and plastered it with wet clay. But these were not

st‘lf-lm ru
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Prehistaric and
Prowkistoric Period

NOTES

' Check Your Progress

1. State whether True
or False,

(a) The Paleolithic
Age is divided
into five phases.

(b) Middle
Paleolithic
industries show
the basic
technological
features
common to the
Mousterian
mdustry (tool
culture) of
Western and
Central Asia.

(¢) In 9000 sc
began an
mtermediate
stage in Stone
Age culture,
which is called
the Mesolithic
Age.

(d) The Neolithic
Age in the
Indian
subcontinent
began around
the Second
Millennium pe,

2 Fill in the blanks,

(@) The lower
: Paleolithic or
the early Stone
Age covers the
Peater part of
the :

(b) e, WOTE Tl

or u'n; ]}-.Z;L{.*'
(d) One of the
greatest
mventions of
Neolithic man
was the
nvention of the

Self-Inst ructiongl

} Mlli'nul

“,—'H%
b, |
]

; _ |
good enough, as liquids could not be stored in them. Later, man learnt to bake the Doy |
over fire to make them waterproof.

Invention of the Wheel

One of the greatest inventions of Neolithic man was the invention of wheel, Early . |

1 : . : Q
observed the way logs rolled easily. This must have given him the. idea qf fitting Whegy
to his sledges and carts. The invention of the wheel made travelling quxcke.r and oy
comfortable. Apart from this, the wheel was used for making pottery, Spinning

weaving. Man began to use cotton and wool to make clothes, along with animg| skin |
barks and leaves.

Religious Beliefs

The Neolithic man, like the Paleolithic man, was afraid of natural phenomena like lightn; of
thunder, storms and forest fires which could do him immense harm. So, he began to!
worship the forces of nature like the sun, rain, thunder and fire to appease them :

When he took to cultivation, he came to regard soil too as the life-giver, and thg
began to worship eartis. Some animals, like the cow, came to be regarded as holy. Deay
was considered a journey from which one never returned. Hence, the dead were burieg

and their belongings were placed in the grave or in large vessels called urns. They algg
marked the burial places with huge blocks of stones or megaliths.

2.2.4 Chaleolithic Sites and Settlements

i

This age has been regarded to fall during the years between 3,000 BC and nearly 1,000 |
BC. Scholars believe that in south India this age did not exist at all. Rather, with the entry
of the Aryans in south India, it entered the Iron Age after the Neolithic Age. Certan

scholars believe that India did not at al] cnter the Bronze Age. From the Neolithic Age |
itentered the Copper A geand then the Iron Age. During the Copper Age, apart from the
copper implements and weapons, men also used stone implements for a long time.
Therefore, this age has been regarded as the Chaleolithic Age as well. The Indus Valley
Civilization in India has been accepted as belonging to this age. By this time, men had

progressed in every field. They cultivated land, lived in villages and cities, domesticated i

animals, used both cotton and woollen clothes, developed means of transport and |

and goddesses,

2.3 INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION F EATURES

s froma nearby ruin, when it was : ;
. e o : : ilway ¢ ities £
u‘;rmm'ul the Archacological Survey of India. In 197 two archae llmlv"~ dV “Bu“‘rnm 4
:;MI and i;ak’:mldas Bannerjee carrie . i lohmjo(:l.;) b"-‘hé' Sf‘m‘is!
aruppa, whichreyey o val . ro in Sind anda! |
s Pp Wiich re f.lh.d‘lhdtuvc,ryndvnnccd cmllzmion[hmld superior to the
Furopeans hag flourished m Ind; P800 superkor 10
n other countries as well, Fy
that the Indus Valley Ciyiri,o:
§ Valley Lmhzunon flourished be
covered at thyy time wag 5 ot T e nevond the
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Figure 2.4 shows us some of the important sites of the Indus Valley Civilization. It
is estimated that the Indus Valley Civilization existed between 2500 and 1500 se almost
at the same time as the Egyptian, Sumerian and Chinese civilizations.

It is true that all the civilizations of the world have originated and developed in the
valleys of rivers. Acommon feature of all civilizations is the river, which provided fertile
soil for the civilizations to develop in its valley. When rivers flooded the banks, the water
left deposits of fine silt, which made it possible for farmers to produce abundant crops.
Floodwater was used to irrigate fields in the dry season. Rivers provided humans with
additional source of food in the form of fish. Rivers also served as waterways for the
transport of people and goods from one place to another. The Sumerian, Babylonian and
Asirian civilizations developed on the banks of Dajla-Farat, the Egyptian civilization on
the banks of the river Nile and the Harappan civilization on the banks of the Indus.
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Fig. 2.4 Important Sites of the Indus Valley Civilization

The Indus Valley Civilization was an ancient civilization that had disappeared
hundreds of years ago leaving its ruins. Maximum remains of the Indus Valley Civilization
have been found in the val ley of river Indus, from where the civilization derives its name.
The city of Mohenjodaro was 640 km away from Harappa. The term ‘Mohenjodaro’
means ‘the mound of the dead, which was a local name of a high mountain located on
the fields of Larkana. In the context of the Indus Valley Civilization, author and historian
Ramashankar Tripathi states, “Till so far our way has been full of obstacles but now we

Can see the horizons of the Indian Civilization.” It has been established by the remains of

the Indus Valley Civilization that hundreds of years before the Aryans there was a pre-
established civilization in India.
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rehistoric and
Yotohistoric Period

NOTES

Check Your Progress

3. Fill in the blanks,

(a) In 1921, two
archaeologists—

Dayaram Sahani
and

carried out
excavations at
Mohenjodaro in
Sind and at
Harappa.

(b) The term
‘Mohenjodaro’
means

4. State whether True
or False.

(a) It is estimated
that the Indus
Valley
Civilization
existed almost
at the same time
as the Egyptian,
Sumerian and
Chinese
civilizations,

(b) The city of
Mohenjodaro
was 40 km
away from
Harappa.

The cities belonging to Indus Valley Civilization were cllv;dll.c‘lrgll:l)]::c;»\t/)cr low,
area and citadel. Historians believe that there was some kl.nd[h o‘ -(i lludc] o Ll\.vec
people who lived in the lower town arca and llmsc.vf/ho lived n(."l]r ’ 1; : king z'md hils-p?]tlgna
groups lived in the lower town area and the noblhly.comprl? 1,‘ R a{u}o k
lived in the citadel. Nevertheless, there must have 'bcc.n some o 'mdb | 1‘(,m ,
otherwise the uniformity of the town plan, slanclnrdr/.a.lmn of weig nl.l( hmgi%ur s
collection of taxes and grains would have been impossible. You \zou ]('r p:p ably oy,
better idea about the social and political life of the Indus Valley Civilization once g,
seript is deciphered.

2.3.1 Geographical Expansion of the Indus Valley Civilization

According to the Australian archacologist and biologist Vere Gordhon C{uldc, *The
geographical area of the Indus civilization was much more than the ancieny
Mesopotamian, Egyptian and Persian civilizations.

The remains of the expansion of this civilizali9n have.been found in North Ingj,
from Ropar of Ambala district to Rangpur district in Kathla.wad; from Ahmedgaga,
district in Maharasthra (in South India) to Ghazipur, Varanasi, Buxar_and Patnfi in the
east. This proves that the Harappan Civilization was sprcaq across Punjab and Smdh? in
the valleys of north-western frontiers mainly Kathiawad, Rajasthan and Doab. Following
are the chieftowns of the Indus Valley Civilization:

1. Baluchistan: This region was important from the perspective of trade ang

commerce. The main places that were extremely important include Sukagendor
(at the origin of river Dashak), Sotakakoh (at the beginning of Shadi Kaur) and
Balakot (in the east of Son Miyani at the origin of river Vindar).

- North-Western Border: Significant artefacts have been discovered from this
area in the Gomal valley.

3. Sindhu: Several remains have been
have been destroyed on the banks of
atthe sites of Mohenjodaro, Chanhy

4. Western Punjab: This area has the most important Harappan site which is
located on river Ravi,

found in the Sindhu region but many sites

this river. Several remains have been found
daro, Judeirjo-daro and Amri.

. Eastern Punjab: An important
remains have been found in San

6. Haryana: In Hisar and Banval; important remains of the Indus Civilization have
been found.

site of this area is Ropar. In recent excavations
ghol.

Lothal, respectiy,
- Other sites: Important remains ha

ve alSO b 1 Iy
Jammu and Norther Afghanistan, cenfound at the Sites pf Bahayglp

2.3.2 Dress and Ornaments
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clothes. Besides cotton, th
: , they wore woollen clotl
heenraisth ; clothes. Men wore a pi
theirwaists rinlgll a shawxlbgver their shoulders, while women wore a spkier(t:Zr‘l)df glOth o
SR ;):;e;.) T}c]:haeologlsts have unearthed an idol of a man cove?r:(;) , S?Gm
gure 2.5). The shawl was tied under the right arm and went across t\l;lve:llhfeil
e

shoulder, which left the right hand fre T
was obaat e bottorm, e. A cloth similar to the dhoti worn in rural India

The discovery of needles at th i
scovery of ¢ excavation site points towards th
people of this civilization were familiar with sewing. Both men and i?rileglat .
. \%'
c;rrﬁamen::. TT'}}:esi }Nfre made of metal, bone, shell and beads. The Indus people 10\::;
a'men 3 e.c ie (_)maments worn by women included necklaces, armlets, bangl
earrings, nose-rings, rngs and waistlets. ’ P

Fig. 2.5 Man Covered with a Shawl

The ornaments of rich people were made of gold, silver and precious stones
whereas the ornaments of poor people were made of bones, copper and baked clay. Sir

John Hubert Marshall who was the Director General of Archaeology in India in 1902
stated, ‘seeing the shine and design of gold ornaments it seems that they are brought
froma pre—historical house of

from an ornament shop of Bond Street (London) and not
five thousand years ago.” Figure 2.6 i{lustrates a bronze dancing girl.

Sl

Fig. 2.6 Bronze Idol of Dancing Girl
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2.3.3 Farming and Cattle Rearing

Agriculture was the chief occupation of the people. The cllilnea:}(jea]r;clll sef’f:;)i?s ‘ﬁre
conducive for farming and annual flooding of the rivers ma oot maiz.e is
facilitated the growth of crops. The chief crops were wheat, ba? €y, o \,Vere « ang
millet. They also grew fruits and vegetables. Different methods o 1r'r1gt e ?Se_
Channels and embankments were also built to control the flow of water i ields,
Ploughs and sickles were commonly used agricultural tools.

Animal husbandry was also practised, and oxen, buffaloes, goats, sheep, pigs,
donkeys and camels were reared. The horse, however, was unknown.

The chief occupation of the Indus people was agriculture. Crops such as Whea.t,
barley, corn and cotton, were cultivated here. According to Dr Basham, the people dig
not know how to cultivate rice but the remains of rice at Lothal and R?ngpur have
proved this conception wrong. Similarly, Dr. Lal has said that the cultivation of cotton
was the specialty of Indus people. Grinding machines of wheat, barley and crushing

machines and storehouses reflect their proficiency in agriculture. Adequate irri gation
facilities were developed for agriculture.

Domestication of animals

Agriculture being the chief occy

cows, sheep, pigs, dogs, oxen, e
of animals, which were algo hel

pation the Indus people used to domesticate buffaloes,

tc. The people also earned their living by domestication
pful in agriculture, ’

2.3.4 Pottery and Trade

during the Indus Valley Civilizatj

on.
More th
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NOTES
Fig. 2.7 Indus Ornaments, Pottery and Seal
; Carpentcrfs, pf)tters,f\&ll]ca\.'ers, goldsmiths, connoisseurs, sculptors, etc., constitute
the different professions o t ’e time. Potters made a good living by making earthen toys.
The Indus Valley Civilization’s economy appears to have depended significantly on trade,
which was facilitated by major advances in transport by bullock-driven carts as well as
bo_ats.' Most of these boats were probably small and had flat-bottoms, perhaps driven by
saq, similar to those one can see on the Indus River today. Archaeologists have discovered
abig canal and docking facility at the coastal city of Lothal. The artefacts of this civilization
found at the sites of other ancient civilizations suggest trade links with portions of
Afghanistan, the coastal regions of Persia, Northern and Central India and M esopotamia.
(i) Partial meditation: As per this technique, the dead bodies were left in open so
that they became food for birds and animals. The leftovers were then buried.
(iii)y Cremation: In this technique, the dead bodies were burnt and the ashes were
collected in pots and buried.
2.3.5 Settlement Patterns and Town Planning in
the Indus Valley Civilization
One of the most remarkable features of the Indus Valley Civilization was meticulous
town planning. This is especially evident inthe city of Mohenjodaro. Check Your Progress
Architecture 5. Fill in the blanks.
s L. . . (a) The chief
Evidence of town management of this time 18 found from the remains of Harappa, ocoupation of
Mohenjodaro, Kalibanga, Lothal, etc. Towns were so well managed and organized that the Indus
itis still a matter of wonder. The roads were very broad. The dr'amage system was YI?hry people was
fine. Figure 2.8 illustrates the citadel, the Great Bath and the city of Mqhenjqqaro. e _—

i ; lleled art of the ancient cities, their (b) Both men and
remains of Mohenjodaro are proof of the unparalleled lanliness was given s WS
cleanliness and construction. It is quite clear from studies that cleanlines g :
lot of importance 6. State wuether True

. or False.

(a) Trade, both by
land and by sea,
thrived in the
Harappan
society.

(b) Adequate
irrigation
facilities were

i jodaro not developed
Fig. 2.8 Moherjo for agriculture.

Self-Instructional
Material 33
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The shape of the city was rectangular. The roads cut eaf:h Zts:rr\s(t)rrllcgohfl angleg
and divided the city into large blocks. Within each block, there WS anged on rc? iy
lanes. The drainage system was magnificent and 'hghts wer ey il
seems that the town planning was the work of efficient engineers.

Art of Making Buildings .

The houses, built of burnt bricks, were constructed on both sides of th(; road(sl. There
were covered drains along the roads, in which sewage from 'the.hogsesd' §~W€ : ?O-me
houses had only one or two rooms while others had several, indicating different living
quarters for the rich and the poor. The Indus people were exc.ellent c9n§tructom. There
are other things related to architecture and idol making, which are living example.s of
their efficiency. The interiors of these buildings prove that.th.ellnd}.ls people were definitely
aesthetically inclined. Of all the remains of the Indus Civilization, the best is the Great
Bath. Its walls are cemented. There are stairs on the corners. In order to keep thf: water
safe and the foundations strong, the masons worked cleverly. The system of filling and
emptying the water tank was no doubt extraordinary. There was also a syste_rp for hot
water, which was probably used by the priests. The biggest proof of the durability of the
bath is that it was constructed in 5000 Bc and is till today totally intact.

Town Planning

Excavations at Harappa and Mohenjodaro reveal that all these cities were similarly
planned. They were divided into two parts—a raised arca with large buildings called
the citadel at the western end and a lower town. The roads ran at right angles, bringing
out the grid pattern of the township. The citadel was built on a raised platform,
constructed with bricks and stones, about 12 metre high and rectangular in shape, and
surrounded by a huge brick wall with watchtowers. This protected the buildings and
the people from the recurrent flooding of the river Indus. The citadel was probably the
seal of the government and overlooked the lower town. The ruler or the administrator
lived here along with the qoblcs. It also had public buildings such as the granaries, the
assembly or l.OWI.I hall and important workshops, At M ohenjodaro, w
of}hg dcad'.ln Sindhi, the most remarkable feature was the Gre
within the citadel. It resembled a large sy
flight of steps led down to the pool
number of rooms surrounded the pc
of the Harappan people.

hich means ‘mound
c fat at Bath. It was situated
vimming pool measuring 55 by 33 metres. A
attwo ends. Broad corridors on four sides with a
ol. It is the finest specimen of the engineering skill
In Harappa, archacolo

gists found the Great Granary lo ' i
. cated
measured 61.5 by 15.5 metres and consisted of two similar o ep

between them, Fac I mpartm
-Eachblock had six halls fi ivided i
' six halls further divided into smal
with openines for vent: e - osmaller rooms and compartments
pmmz;‘n:?ﬁ for ventilation. The lurgcslgmnxuy was found in Mohenjodaro C{)os LrllL
e uri . S r - " . © c
these wc;c us fr;',[-’ PJ; LlrL”Lu hn(-,k platforms have been found. According toarcha X ‘O'l 1‘
sedTor threshing grain. Grain was brought by hoats along l}i: [ ’T'(l)logbt?‘
Loyt erivers, The grain

collected as tax was safilv
et as b . as safely stored to be used intimes of crises like ] P

granaries prove that the lang was fertile wevitke Hloods or famine, The
Town hall

blocks witha wide passageway

A huge structure ; "res
mclri thick hui: l‘:ch::,:izt(:\':lts.l(rlnkr\"llglund over 23 metres wide with walls about 1.5
bricks, arranged in four rowe o n 1.anod1m_). It has twenty pillars muac ;)l'l)u ';l
may have been used as ¢ een ,L ,uLh' A""‘“t‘ologi%ts believe that this pre; 3
as an assembly hall, a Prayer hall or g5 4 hall for cull::J !l:nl;dt g
ral shows.
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Residential area and houses

ensure privacy. Within the houses, the r
Some houses also had wells to supply
buildings have been found during the e
ventilated. The roofs of the houses were
bathroom with drains, which were con

water.' Several pukka-kutcha and big-small
Xcavations of the remains. Houses were well

nected to the drains in the street,
Streets

The streets and lanes ran straight from north to south and east to west, cutting each
other at right angles. They were 4 to 10 metres wide. Roads were paved a1’1d suitable for
movement of bullock carts. Ruins of lamp posts suggest that there were street lights.
Dustbins were provided at regular intervals to keep the roads clean.

Drainage system

Another striking feature of the Indus towns was their drainage system. It was the best
drainage system known to the world in ancient times. Drains were constructed on either
side of the roads connected to a drain from each house. They were lined with bricks and
were covered with slabs of stone, which could be removed in order to clean them. This
shows that the dwellers had great concern for health and sanitation.

2.3.6 Religious Beliefs and Practices of the Indus Valley
Civilization

No temples or shrines of the Harappan Civilization have been found. Our knowledge of
the religious beliefs of the Harappans is based on the information derived from the seals
and the terracotta and bronze figures. Seals engraved with the figures of animals like the
humped bull, elephant and rhinoceros suggest that these animals were probably considered
sacred. The image of a three-headed male God sitting cross-legged and surrounded by
animals, like the lion, the thinoceros, the buffalo and the elephant with two deer under his
seat is found on many seals. There is evidence that the peepal tree a{ld the-: serpent were
also worshipped. The terracotta figure of a female deity ha.s been identified as that of
the Mother Goddess who represented fertility and prosperity. Some statufzs also bear
Soot marks at the base, indicating that incense was burnt as a part of the ritual. These
evidences show that Harappan people worshipped images.

Like their contemporaries—the Mesopotamian and Egyptian people—the people
of the Indus Valley used a script, which consisted of picture-like signs called p1ct<()1grapt1;ls,
Each sign stood for a specific sound or idea. Examples of this script are foun onh e
Seals, most of which bear an inscription. Figure 2.9 shows the idol of the Mother
Goddesg,
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flat and made of wood. Each house had its own -
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NOTES

Check Your Progress

7. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The
was magnificent
and lights were
arranged on
roads.

(b) In Harappa,
archaeologists

found the

located in the
citadel.

8. State whether True
or False.

(a) The Indus
people were
excellent
constructors.

(b) The drainage
system of the
Indus Valley
was very poor.
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Fig. 2.9 Mother Goddess

us Valley Civilization has declined and disappeared, its influence

Although the Ind
mage form as the

on the Indian culture remains. The worship of the Mother Goddessini
symbol of female power or shakti was introduced in the Later Vedic Age. The bullock
carts still seen in Indian villages today are similar to the carts of the Harappan cities. The
realistic carving of animals on the seals can also be seen on Ashoka’s Lion Capital at

Sarnath.

The religious knowledge of the people of the Indus is based on the findings of
seals, inscriptions on copper plate, idols, etc. We do not have any knowledge of their
philosophy due to lack of clear and readable written material. According to most historians
the Mother Goddess and Lord Shiva were the most important deities. The pri ’
features of their religion are as follows: . primery

1. tIhc w'orsh'ip' of M(?ther Goddess: Mother Goddess or Nature Goddess was

! emain ,rehglous deity oil" the time. In one of the idols, a plant is seen coming from

womzin s'abdomen and, inanother, a woman is sitting with legs crossed. Sacrifices
were also in vogue to please the Mother Goddess. .

2 The . . "
muz }:‘;)r:,l;;fn?f] ll].g:]'d Sflt]}l‘va: T]hc tradition of praying to Lord Shiva was also
. ; ¢ of the seals, a yogi is surr i
i ounded by animal
ces with a crown of two horns, This image is conside};cd toabiirl;gthz; 3::3

3. he 4 i '

lingas or the w s also i -
cxrﬁwatiom w}zn;]b was also in practice. Several rings have b :
» Which were made of shell, stone clay, etc. Struct cen fothund during
» VI, EIC, ures in the shape of

female organs of re i
production have b ‘
Baluchistan een found from the Indus area as well as
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4 The worship of trees or n

ature: Coj
. : Coins reve
practice. It had two fo reveal that w

TMS—(1) worshipni

' . shi

worshipping trees in the symbolic fory ipepmg trees
. » LE, W

them to be a place of residence of Gog. The Banyan tre i
sacred tree by the people of the Indys Valley Civﬂizatioe was considered to be a
n.

5. The worship of animals: Anima] worch;
T . ! Anim orship was a po _
’ nsidered the ox pular practi
peopl. They consi € OX. bull, snake, sheep, buffalo an(li) lio; asceh(:)g)tfhane iInm(zlilllsS

6. Other traditions: There are evide : .
the sun. Idol worship was practised gﬁtelsus\rgzzsplrl:: ﬁgggsmp ?frivers o
the f':xlslence of ter'nples. Most probably prayers were offered ;f :i\t\ ith regfm‘_l to
of pillars and th.e sien of the swastik. From the discovery of an idofldeCOI'JSI'Shng
naked woman, 1t 1s assumed that the devadas;j system was in practice pietes

The' reli;_;ious bgliefs of the Indus Valley civilization had a lot in common with
modern Hinduism. This proves that the Hindu religion is very ancient and is till toda
practised with little change. The Indus Valley Civilization is one of the oldest civilizationz
of the world. Its affinity to peace is till today the central character of our culture. The
practice of idol worship is the gift of this civilization only. It is believed that people o.f this
civilization were happier than those of other civilizations. The tradition of Indian culture
which was started by the Indus Valley civilization is constantly flowing till today. Indian
culture is indebted to the Indus Civilization especially in the field of religion and art.

.orship of trees was also in
es in their natural form (11)
orshipping trees while considering

2.3.7 Art Practised in Indus Valley Civilization

The people of the Indus Valley Civilization were art lovers and capable of making beautiful
and attractive idols. Certain aspects of the art forms during the Indus Valley Civilization
are as follows:

. Proficiency in constructing buildings: The people of the Indus Valley
Civilization were proficient in constructing buildings. Big buildings and good
bathrooms prove their mastery in this art.

. Proficiency in idol making: The idols of this time are of very good quality.
These idols are very imaginative and artistic. The artists paid great attention to

detailing to achicve the right facial expressions on their idols. The idol of the
Tribhangi dancer is an excellent example. The metal idols were made by melting

and moulding metals.

3. Proficiency in seal making: Seals werc
metals, clay and ivory. The seals were ma '
shape. To increase the beauty of the coins, sha]_)cs of animals were made on
them. People had acquired great proficiency in this field. o

4. Artof writing: The people of the Indus Valley Civilization were famfdlar w.n,lll ttl:c

art of writing. Their script was symbolic in character. Thcly Wr;)fcl I()'T‘il::ulscg

left. Though the language is not decipherable, the seals tell us that the (e

was brief and short.

o

prepared from different kinds of stones,
inly square, rectangular or circular in
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NOTES

Check Your Progress
9. Fill in the blanks.

(a) There are
evidences to
show that
Harappan
people
worshipped

() B
reveal that
worship of trees
was also in
practice.

10. State whether True
or False.

(a) Historians
accept Shaivism
as the oldest
religion afier
finding its origin
in the Indus
Valley
Civilization.

(b) The religious
beliefs of the
Indus
civilization had
nothing in
common with
modem
Hinduism.
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NOTES
Fig. 2.10 An Indus Valley Pictograph Appears on this Seal
5. Dance and music: It is known from seals and other things that the Indus Vall
people were familiar with dance and music. A copper idol has been found i
which a lady in a dancing pose is standing on her right leg.
6. Other art forms: The Indus Valley people were familiar with the art of metallurgy,
drawing, pot making and manufacturing statues.
Check Your Progress . et .
ec_ ) i Textile workers were also considered as craftsmen. The Indus Valley Civilization
LL.Fill in the blanks. was one of the first in the world to cultivate cotton and weave it into cloth. The textile
(a) 'tfhhe ;301";01{ workers of Harappa were believed to have woven cloth by hand interlacing two or more
Cfvmz ;s‘iona 1| sets ofstrands. They did not use looms. Instead spindles made of terracotta were used
were familiar Remnants of dye vats have been found at some Indus sites, and it is believed thal

with the art of these were used to dye cotton cloth. Cotton cloth was also an important trade item.

Not only metallurgists but even stoneworkers made sharp-edged tools. A parallek

b _ .
P sided chert flake was supposed to have been used as a blade. Stone was used to make
important trade || - statues. The sculpture of a bearded man that was found at one of the sites is proof of th
e existence of skilled scultptors.
12. State whether True
or False. 1
(a) The people of
the Indus Valley ACTIVITY
S ;‘;’Z;"g:lers Out of the. various-artifacts recovered from the Indus Valley excavation sites,
and capable of the 1’1'.10.St Impressive is t.he figure of a dancing girl reflecting considerable
making beautiful creativity and casting skill. Obtain information on the figure and what it tells
and attractive you about the people of the civilization.
idols. J
(b) Indus Valley —
people were
familiar with Dip You Know
dance and i 1
v The earliest Indian a.n em.erged. from the valley of the Indus River during the
second half of the third millennium sc. we )
Svl/-lmlmclianal
38 Material
y
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1.3.8 Urban Decline of the Indus Valley Civilizati
on

{ ike other unanswered questions about the Indus Va
devastation. of how, when, and why it disappeare
have given their own opinion. Seven layers have
different sites, which inform us that the Indus Va
ostablished and devastated a number of times. The
Indus river. The h.’dus time and again changed its n
cause of devastation.

Another opmion regardhg the decline of the Indus Valley civilization is geographical
in nature including scarcity of rainfall, change in the course of the Tiver. §r0§m lft and
earthquake, which may have devastated this developed civilization. In th,e 0 in%on ofa
few scholars, this civilization was devastated due to the attack of thé Aryans pReligious
books clarify that there is mention of forts and towns of non-Aryans in th.e‘Rigveda
which were probably ravaged in these attacks. The use of horses and chariots made
these attacks successful. However, it has not been completely clarified as to how this
civilization met its end.

The Indus Valley Civilization flourished for about 1000 years with very few changes
in lifestyle, customs and habits. Though this civilization began to decline by 1500 Bc, the
exact causes of the decline are not known. However, historians have made various
suggestions based on evidence, and they can be summed up as follows:

Ht?y Civilization, the question of its
d, is unanswered. Many historians
been found during excavations at
lley Civilization would have been
chief reason being the floods in the
ormal course, which was a frequent

e The most commonly accepted theory is that natural calamities like earthquakes
and floods or change in the course of the river Indus may have destroyed the

cities or led to mass migration.
o Some historians are of the opinion that epidemics or fire destroyed the cities.
o Others believe that foreign invasions (probably of the Aryans) led to its decline.

o Yetanother theory is that ecological changes due to deforestation led to the land
becoming dry and uninhabitable.

24 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

¢ The prehistoric sites and settlements take into

(¢) Neolithic and (d) Chaleolithic Age. .
ack near Harappa were using the bricks

d that the bricks probably belonged to a

account (a) Paleolithic (b) Mesolithic

* Construction workers at a railway tr
from a nearby ruin, when it was realize
very old civilization,

* The cities belonging to Indus Valley Civil
area and citadel, Historians believe that there
people who lived in the lower town arca an

* One of the most remarkable features of the Indus V: .
town planning. This is especially cvident in the city of Mohenjodaro.

* Ourknowle dge of the religious beliefs of the Hamppansfis::::d on the information
derived from the seals and the terracotta and bronze hgures. —
* The people of the Indus Valley Civilization were art lovers and capable of making

beautiful and attractive idols.

ization were divided into lower town
was some kind of difference between
d those who lived near the citadel.

s Valley Civilization was meticulous
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Check Your Progress
13. Fill in the blanks.

(a) In the opinion of
a few scholars,
this civilization
was devastated
due to the
attack of the

(b) Some historians
are of the
opinion that

or
fire destroyed
the cities.

14. State whether True
or False.

(a) The Indus time
and again
changed its
normal course,
which was a
frequent cause
of devastation.

(b) The Indus
Valley
Civilization
flourished for
about 1000
years with very
few changes in
lifestyle,
customs and

habits.
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‘nswered questions about the Indus Valley C 1'v1llzanon, the Quesg,,
e Like other unanswered e eared. is ntAmiwered ”
of its devastation, of how, when, and why it disapp ) ,

—
2.5 KEY TERMS

g
« Citadel: A raised part ofacity surrounded by walls for protection.
e Granary: An arca for storage of grains. |
o Seal: An engraved piece of metal used as astamp for identification.

o Pictograph: A picture representing a word or phrase.

—_—

2.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

——

1. (a) False (b) True (c) True (d) False
2. (a) Ice Age (b) Core tools (c) Microliths (d) wheel
3. (a) Rakhaldas Bannerjee (b) The mound of the dead
4. (a) True (b) True
5. (a) Agriculture (b) Omaments
6. (a) True (b) False
7. (a) Drainage system (b) Great Granary
8. (a) True (b) False
9. (a) Images (b) Coins
10. (a) True (b) False
11. (a) Writing (b) Cotton cloth
12. (a) True (b) True
13. (a) Aryans (b) Epidemics
14. (a) True (b) True

2.7 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES .

Short-Answer Questions

1. Write short notes on (a R
Pal o s
(d) Chaleolithic Sites. ) eolithic (b) Mesollthlc Age (C) Neolithic Ag

nal
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Long-Answer Questions

—_—

~ Discuss the extent of the Indus Valley Civilizatior
’ L0,

2

. > > - : "( . o1 . . , )
, Dlsc}lss' the religious beliefs and practices prevalent during the | tug V,
Civilization. g the Indus Valley

_ Describe the characteristic featureg of the Indus

QS )

Vullcy(.'ivili’/.:xlinn.

BN

. Briefly describe the various forms of an practised in the Indus Valley Civilization.
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3.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to the Vedic cultures, their literatures, way of life and some
key features regarding their administration. In addition, the unit will also explain the
Sangam Age.

Vedic culture occupies the most prominent place in Indian history. Its impact on
modern India is widely prevalent. The religion, philosophy and social customs of the
Hindus who constitute a majority of our country have their principal source in the Vedic
culture. It has also contributed fairly towards the world culture in terms of religious
philosophy and spiritual speculations. It has been tended by several scholars that the
village culture of the Vedic age was inferior to the city culture of the Indus Valley. But
this contention is not accepted by the majority. The contribution of the Vedic culture to
human progress has far exceeded that of the Indus Valley culture and this factor alone
is sufficient to justify its superiority. The Vedic culture definitely occupies a significant
place among the cultures of the world and adds a brilliant chapter to Indian history.

3.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
o Identify the salient features of the Rig Vedic/Early Vedic civilization

e Assess the nature of kingship in the later Vedic civilization
Self-Ing
Materis
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; . ituals and cere
le played by sacred Vedic texts and the zr me”ﬂiu
¢ Assess the role '

- m .
scribed by the T ST T sion and the poe:,:

pre the nature of the society, administration, caste division and the POsitic,, ’

e Discuss the nalt .‘
; ter Vedic age .
women in the [a . oo fHi Tt ol A s
lain the social, political and religious structures in the Later Vedic Age

° Exp am N s F

' arious es of the Sangam Age
« Explain the various features of g

T
3.2 EARLY VEDIC AGE

L ——
The only source of Vedic culture is the Vedic literature. The Vedic literature mcl.udes the
four Vedas also called Samhitas (namely the Rig Veda, the Sam Veda, [hC'Yﬂ_]ur Ved,
and the Atharva Veda and the Brahmanas, the Aranyakas gnd the Upanishads, The
Rig Veda is a collection of hymns, the Sam Veda is a collectlpn of songs mostly taker,
from the Rig Veda, the Yajur Veda is a collection of sacrificial formula.s, the Athary,
Vedais a coﬁection of spells and charms, the Brahmanas contain observations on varioys
sacrificial rites and ceremonies, the Aranyakas contain philosophic speculations aboyt
the nature of truth and the Upanishads elaborate further upon the philosophic speculatiop
of Aranyakas. The Upanishads marked a reaction against a sacrificial religion ang

revealed the ultimate truth and reality, the knowledge of which was considereq
indispensable for the emancipation of man.

During the early stage of their settlement in India, the Aryans had composed only
samhitas (hymns) of the Rig Veda. Therefore, the only source of early Vedic culture is
the Rig Veda. Its present text consists of 1 ;028 hymns which are divided into ten mandalas
or books. There is no unanimous opinion amongst scholars regarding the period of its

composition. Bal Gangadhar Tilak believed that jt was composed during 6000 BC, Jacobi
fixed the time as 2,500 BC and Max Muller o
between 1,200-1,000 BC.

However, a majority of scholars acc
between 1,500 and 1,000 BC although ma

pined that it was composed sometime
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3.2.1 Society o

There was continuous fighting among Aryans and non-A
Dasyus, Asuras, etc. There arc many hymns in Rj g Vcd:y
constantly sought the help of their gods against non-/\ly"l
god who was credited with the honour of destroying f(;:
Jarge numbers.

The Aryans werc thmSC]VCS.dIVIdCd into various kingdoms and tribes and fought
amongst themselves for the extension of their territories and power. They often sought
the help of non-Aryan rulers as well. The Rig Veda describes one such important battle
as the Dasrajna or the Battle of the Ten Kings. Sudas was a Bharata king of the Tristsu
family which was settled in the country which later came to be known as Brahmavarta
the land lying between the rivers Saraswati and Drishadvati. Sudas dismissed his pries;
Visvamitra and appointed Vasishtha in his place. Thereupon a bitter and long rivalry
ensued between the two priests, and in revenge Visvamitra led a tribal confederacy of
ten kings against Sudas. The federation consisted of the five well-known tribes Puru,
Yadu, Turvasa, Anus, and Druhyu five tribes of minor importance, namely Alina, Paktha,
Bhalanas Siva and Vishanin. Sudas won this battle. He had to fight yet another important
battle in which the three non-Aryan tribes, Ajas, Sigrus and Yakshus had united against
him under king Bhoda. He again emerged victorious and thus became the most powerful
Aryan king of his time.

Such references in Rig Veda give us some idea about the political condition,
kingdoms and various tribes of the Aryans and the non-Aryans at that time.

ans who were called Dasus,
which prove that the Aryans
ns. Indra was the main Aryan NO
'ts or puras of non-Aryans in

The social organization

The Jana was the highest social unit divided further into Vish. The former perhaps
indicated a whole tribe and the latter a clan. It is now beyond doubt that the Vish (clan)
was a fighting unit. Vish, it seems was divided into ‘Gramas’ but this division does not
seem to be prevalent because of the scarcity of references of the Grama in the Rig
Veda. In any case Grama was nota connotation used for ‘village’ rather it was used to
describe various smaller tribes coming together and forming a group for the purpose of
war (Sangrama). The lowest unit of this Rig Vedic tribal society was the family (Kula)
butit does not seem to be a well rooted social institution s it is today because this term
(Kula) has not been mentioned independently even once in the text of Rig Veda. Even
‘Kulapa’, the head of the family, has been mentioned just once and that too as a fighter

and not as a house holder. .

With this kind of social structure, which was predominantly tribal in nature, it was
virtually impossible for Rig Vedic peopleto evolv_e a pol‘itical. structure which could be
termed as a state. ‘Rajan’ the term used for the R;g Vedic c_hle'f was more to connote a
tribal chief. The tribal chiefship was associated with the ’(.CITIFOI'IE.II monarcf:hy. Thg }iaJ;m
during the Rig Vedic phase was a tribal chief who led his tribe into warfare mainly for

the purpose of cattle and slaves. Territorial ambition was non-existent.

3.2.2 Religion

Thirty-three gods have been referred to in the Rigth Veda. 'trhc:(r)cren \;:esnrtlc; B(Iie;zrrf;); f;lgn?
1 0S

Tecognized chief among them, though Indra was them p o, The basis of he

. been sung in
fourth of the total hymns of the ng'viiavlz‘i/(jus o a all oftheir gods represente d

religion was the worship of nature 1n
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phenom ly, the Rig vedic gods were ¢ edin
enon of nature. Broadly, the Rig Ved 0
one or another phe

) : ategories:
he following three categ AR - c.
) ) The terrestrial gods such as Prithvi, Agni, Brihaspati, Soma, et
(a) 1he

The atmospheric gods such as Indra, Rudra, Marut, Vayu. Parjanya, etc. ang
ea o
((b : Celestial gods such as Surya, Usha, Savitri, Vishnu, Moon, Varuna, etc.

c

Indra, Varuna, Agni, Soma, and Surya were prominent go'ds among them. [ndrg

ost powerful god whose exclusive weapon was Vajra. H(_f Was regardeq

was thfe1 rT;S a god of rain and thunderstorm but now most scholars believe that he

thr;n;r(li );f light. Parjanya is regarded as the god of rain and Marut as the god of

thunderstorm. Varuna was the god of power and an upholder of moral order. Agni was

the god of food and the mouth of all gods with which they ate thf: food offered to thep,

in sacrifice. Surya was the god of light and Soma, the popular drink of the Aryans, wjg
also assigned a place among the gods.

The religion of the Aryans was pre-eminently ritualistic and the worship of gods
was looked upon as the foremost duty of man. Performance of Yajnas, prayer to gods
and sacrifice of various articles, food and animals formed the basic concept of thejr
religious rituals by which they tried to please gods and expected honour, wealth, power
and comforts of life in return. Though the Aryans had many gods, yet, on a philosophical
basis, they were monist. They had started to believe in a supreme God, the ultimate
power, of which other gods were different manifestations. The Aryans had contemplated
life after death and believed in the existence of hell and heaven but they did not attach
much importance to afterlife. They loved their present life and prayed to their gods to
make it prosperous and happy. That this life is false (Maya) and miserable was not their
concept so far. The principle of Karma, that is, the law of good or bad effects flowing
from good or bad conduct is binding on gods and mortals alike, was yet not well established

but was recognized by them. Thus, the Rig Vedic religion possessed certain features as
follows:

(1) The religion was utilitarian as the Aryans always expected power and prosperity
by pleasing their gods.

(ii) The Aryan-gods were liberal and they provided them everything if pleased.
(i) Amongst the gods, the male-gods occupied dominant position.
(iv) There was an absence of image-worship.

(v) The religious attitude was optimistic towards life, The joys and pleasures of this
life attracted them more than the life after death in heaven.

(vi) The priestly class was yet not effective in religion as most of the religious rites
were performed by the master of the house, (Grahpati) himself,
(vil) The principles of Karma and that of the

: . transmigration of soul, that is, the soul
never dies and takes rebirth after the death of an individual unless it gets Nirvana,
were yet not well established.

Thus, the Rig Vedic peri - it SR
later Vedic seriod S; ic period has its own distinct features which differ from the

. escribing the importance of Rig Veda, Dr.R.C. Majumdar mentions
ais, therc_fore Justly regarded as a source-book of first rate importanc¢
nd appreciation of the gradual development of Hindy culture, and no
s revered by three hundred million Hindus today as the holiest of tht; holy.

Jonal
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3.2.3 Economy
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sonsidered to be small except fishing and hair cutting, which were looked down upon
Both imports as well as exports were carried on during the Vedic period. The traderf aré

tnown as ‘Pani’. Clothes, bed sheets, leather, etc., were maj :
done on bullock carts. ainly traded. Trading was

3.2.4 Polity

The state was called the Rashtra (tribal kingdom). The head of the state was called
Rajan or the king. In later days the expression Samrar was also used which meant
emperor. It might have been used for a king who had several kings under his rule.
Rashtra, probably, was divided into Janas. The officer of a Jana was called Gop.
Every Jana was divided into smaller units called Visa. The administrative head of a Visa
was called Vispati. The smallest unit was the village called Grama whose chief officer
was Gramani. The village consisted of a group of families or Kulas. The head of a
Kula or family was called Kulapa, Kulpati or Grahpati.

The political organization of the Vedic period is closely associated with the social
structure and the lifestyles of the people living in that age. As far as the Rig Vedic phase
is concerned, we do not have many archaeological evidences which can corroborate the
literary ones, so we are not left with a choice but to rely on the Rig Veda, alone. Horse
and Chariots were the primary distinctive elements between the Rig Vedic Aryans and
their predecessors. Aryans, during this age, knew a metal described in the Rig Veda as
‘ayas’. This was either copper or bronze. Whether it was used in chariot making is not
known, but it was certainly used on an arrowhead (Ayomukham). Cow was a coveted
possession of a Rig Vedic Aryan and not the land. Lack of a suitable metal like iron
discouraged agriculture and pastoralism was the main source of livelihood. This made
Aryans semi-nomadic. These two aspects, a ‘semi-nomadic’ life and ‘Gavishthi’-
consistent warfare for the possession of cows, prevented_the Rig Vedic people from
having large kingdoms and so the political organization during this age revolved around

the tribal or clan kinship.

During the later Vedic period, the Aryans moved ffom thic region ot Sap t?.sind,hava
to the areas of western UP and upper Doab. They now had the lalowledge of iron and
were settled in a region which, if cleared from forests, could Prowde them with a verz
fertile tract for agriculture. Iron was useful not only for making sl;arfher;vffponsf ;‘80
Ploughs but also helped them in clearing the forests. Archaeologlf:a] y, the .md magt ;)d A
or 50 Painted Grey Ware (PGW) sites, attributed to the later.Vedlc Arya n]stuxrr1a ]lzconom
they had a settled life not with a primitive buta reasonably vibran ag:fill](e the Purus an}c;

¢ smaller units of Rig Vedic age now combined 1o e larg‘?trho‘nlgar,mchalas’
Bharatag combining to form ‘Kuru’ and Kurus allying then wi ;

The new settled life created new social complications which resulted in the

- lved around the king.
Inistrative machi - in any case, still reve .
strative machinery which, 1n fR};g Vedic Aryans towards cattle, especially cow,

The conspicuous penchant 0 ited in a social structure which was purely tribal.
e

2d the absence of agriculture, rest
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The Vedic Age and
Sangum Age

NOTES

Check Your Progress
1. Fill in the blanks,

(a) The only source
of Vedic culture
is the
Vedic

(b) The Rig Veda is
a collection of

2. State whether True
or False,

(1) The Sam Veda
15 a collection
of songs mostly
taken from the
Rig Veda.

(b) Sudas was a
Bharata king of
the Trigtsy
family

Sl'{'/-/’l!ll‘u/'llonu/
48 Material

s mentioned in the Rig Veda, which predominantly 1n§l1cale atribg| Ot
Tther ‘;:c'l‘",”,, Thesc two terms are mentioned 275 and 171 times, respectiy, t
are Jana Sh. :

he text. We also hear of Panchajanah indicating a confederation of five ¢ ibes, hi
the text. :

Basis of Polity

Jana in Rig Veda has been mentioned 275 times, but.]am.zpada has not been'mcmi(mc(I
even once. Rajya occurs only once and Ra..chtra, ten .tlmes and tha.t t00 in th, |
books of Rig Veda. Grama has been me.ntloned 13 times but not in t}
village. It rather denoted a tribal unit mainly moblllzeq for warfare, T a
share of pasture land, to be used by their cattle for grazing. These pasture landg Wer
under the control of Frajapati who, ina sense, was the head of a particular tribg] I
It seems that from this Vrajapati evolved the Gramani, who was not the head
village during the Rig Vedic times but was the formal head of tribal unit.

T
1€ Sen5e Ofa
his upit hag

nit,
Ofa

The kingship

‘Rajan’ ruled his people and not a territory and so he has been referred to as the
of his people (Gopa janasya or Gopali janasya). He was elected by the peo
tribe. The position of kingship was not hereditary, though there are examples whic,

indicate that this position was hereditary in some cases. The family of Sudas is sajg 0
have enjoyed the position of a chjef for three generations.

Protecty
p]e Of hjs

The Rajan did not have unlimited powers or authority and a check was impose(
upon him through the tribal assemblies mainly the Sabha and ‘the Samiti’. Another
source of check on the authority of the king was with Purohita, whose prestige ang
powers the Rajan had to reckon with. Purohita accompanied Rajan to the battlefield
and conducted spells and prayers to boost the morale of his warriors. The king is
asked at several instances in the Rig Veda to give special attention and protection to
Purohita. The increased activities of warfare increased the amount of booty and number
of slaves captured, which enhanced the living conditions of the tribal chiefs. The
priest, in turn, was remunerated heavily by the chief with cattle, horses, gold and
slaves for the services rendered. The priests, on their part, developed the practice of2
formal consecration and composed hymns called Danastutis extolling the Rajan, which
enhanced latter’s prestige among his clansmen and the conquered subjects.

System of voluntary offerings

Semi-nomadic lifestyle and a pastoral economy prevented a stable administrative structure
to develop during the Rig Vedic phase. The source of the maintenance of the king and
his officials was Bali meaning ‘offering’, During the Rig Vedic times this offering was
voluntary and not a tax or an exaction. Both the clansmen of the king and the peoplf{ of
the conquered tribes gave Bali. It was received in kind and Rig Veda does not mention

any official who collected taxes. Agricultural produce was not a regular feature during
these times.

Military functionaries

There has been a reference to a functionary called Senani in the Rig Veda but ther¢ 15[
no indication of a standing army. In fact, without a regular system of taxation, t.he copcf-}fe
of standing army was not possible. The term ‘Sena’, meptioned around 20 times 'mnto
Rig Veda, was a temporary institution which came into being throulg!l the mobl!lzallo -
tribal units and clans whenever there was a possibility of war. Military functions \:j’ .
undertaken by the tribal assemblies. Vrajapatis, the head of the pasture land, had,
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8 the time of war he undertook milit n
ar
reSPOnSXblht‘eS aniihled his tribe to the battle The same was trye for both Kulapa anc)il
Gramani Hence, there were no regular officials to meet the military needs
Law and order
_ . Nt
As land was not considered a property or an |

asset, so territorial encroachment was
eft, etc., were reported as general cases
ed were of ‘Cattle lifting’, which seems

not reported as 2 crime. Burglary, robbery, th
of crime. The largest number of cases report

1o be the most prevalent crime owing, obviously, to the fact that a lot of importance
was attached to cattle wealth. Under these conditions, the king employed a large number
of spies called Spasa to keep a vigil on the condyct of the masses. Other officials
responsible to keep the law and order under control were Ugra and Jivagribha.
Madhyamasi was another official who acted as a mediator in the disputes. Punishment,
however, was very lenient during the Rig Vedic times. A wergild of 100 cows was

considered sufficient for killing a man. There was 10 death penalty for theft in this
phase unlike the post Vedic times.

Officials concerned with civil administration

Among the so called civil functionaries were the chief queen (Mabhishi), the Priest
(Purohita), the treasurer, the charioteer, who originally distributed the royal goods, the
carpenter (Takshan), and the messenger (Dakia) All these officials became ‘Ratnins’
in the later Vedic period. Senani was another official, during Rig Vedic times who had
some civil functions. We do not hear of any civil laws and it seems that only primitive
tribal laws prevailed in this matter. Since the tribal assemblies promptly undertook the
responsibilities of tribal affairs, not much onus lay upon the shoulders of the king. This
also explains, perhaps, the lesser number of officials during this phase.

As we have seen already, the tribal assemblies were an important pillar of the Rig
Vedic society and polity. There were predominantly four types of assemblies. These
were the Vidatha, the Gana, the Sabha and the Samiti. The Vidatha -seems to be the
earliest of them and it is not known whether it had any political function or not but it is
certain that the Vidatha distributed the booty and whatever else was captured or produced
by the tribesmen. The Gana, the Sabha and the Samiti certainly had political functions.
As has already been cited, it was not possible for the king to administer without the
consent and the help of the sabha and the samiti. The main function of these two
assemblies was to conduct discussions on the need and deliberation of warfare. These
assemblies consisted of the tribesmen who themselves used to fight in the battles. Hence,
the powers and responsibilities of these assemblies were quite extensive and this prevented
the accumulation of the powers in the hands of the king.

Thus, we can surmise from this discussion that, the political organization of the
Rig Vedic people in the absence of a standing army, a well deﬁne'd ta:fatlon systcm: a
Permanent cadre of officials and, above all, without any territorial identity, looked quite
Primitive ang rudimentary. All in all, the Rig Vedic society though democratic was
Predominantly military in nature.
\

Dip You Know

The arrival of the Aryans marked the beginning of the Vedic Period or the

o sy
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3.3 LATER VEDIC AGE

The Rig Vedic period came to an end in 1000 BC. The period from 1080-6() b
known as the later Vedic period. During this period the Alyz!ns composed (he "lhc}
(hree Vedas, i.e. Sam Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda. They also compogeg g
Brahamanas, the Aranyakas, the Upanishads, the Sutras, the l’uran.us, the Rumayan,,
and the Mahabharata. The Ramayana and the Aflclllcll)llai'{lla, Wl?lCh' are also ¢y, i
Great Epics provide the most reliable account about this period which is also cajleq a
the Great Epic Age. Sometime back the Ramayana and the Mahabharaiq Were
considered to be fictional rather than of historical works but now their position ig Qite
different and the information derived from them is of most valuable help and giyeg "
a true picture of life and society in that age. The Ramayana is the first literary recgy
of the passing of the Aryans beyond the Vindhyas and their penetration by the armg
forces into southern India. Mahabharata is the second great Epic. It has eightee,
cantos and about 100 slokas or verses. Similarly, like the Ramayana, the Mahabharqy,

" is regarded as the creation of the imagination of the poets by the European historians,

They say that even though some of the princes mentioned in the Mahabharata migh
be historic figures, yet the bards and poets have transformed the story in such a way
that nothing true is left in it.

Though some imaginary, fanciful creations might have been inserted in the

' Mahabharata, yet Krishna, Arjuna, etc., were historic figures and Hastinapur and

Indraprastha were historic towns. In this way, the story of the Mahabharata and the
persons mentioned in it belongs to history. In the excavations, ruins of about 300 Aryans
sites have been found containing earthen pottery as well as iron weapons. Aryans spread
to the Indo-Gangetic plains from the Punjab.

At the very outset they occupied Delhi and Meerut in the Ganges-Yamuna
Doab region. They made Hastinapur (modern Meerut District) as their capital. In
about 600 BC Aryans advanced towards the eastern regions of Kosala and Northem
Bihar. Their continuous success was due to their superior weapons, good horses and
chariots. They used iron weapons and because of these factors, they were able t0
expand continuously.

As the Aryans advanced to the east and the south, their number decreased i
proportion to the original inhabitants of those areas. Now they were surrounded by
people who differed from them in religion, culture and customs. There was a grea!
interaction and thus there came a great change in the Aryan institutions. Their sociah
political and economic organizations became more complex and certain corrupt practices

crept into their religion. We can study the civilization of the later Vedic Aryans in the
following manner.

3.3.1 Society
Family
The family wag ap -

of severa] members,
called Kulpati, eithe

and other Important

portant institution during this period. Each Kula or family consisted
There also existed joint family system and the heads of the famil
rused to be the father or the eldest brother. Marriages, sacrifice®
duties in the joint family were performed by the head of the family
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i consultation with his wife. Adoption wag regore
ren, but also to secure the addition of

( g .
hild peci ”| o notonly in the absence of real The Vedic
¢ , ipecin y (lllilliﬁc(l | oy g,
IR Vel . - . ) ) nember (¢ a (Y San
There is @ prayer in the Atharva Vedy which iy o er to the family.

. ffered fo » T .
ﬁ"nily, Guests were entertained witl » warn I“"‘l)il'nliiy r the unity and love of the

In the family, we notice the ncreaging power of the |
his son. In prinecly amilies, the right of primoy '

came to be worshipped.

. ather who could even disinherit NOTE!
eniture was petting strong, Male ancestors

position of women

The gcncl'ill .p‘(T.Sjlll()n ol Ihlc‘ \I\;(mul:n changed for the worse, They lost the right to the
U!mnuy:um L‘(:l‘l',lll(.)lly, m.\( | lhc'u' sacraments, excluding marriage, were performed
wnhou]l lt‘::ILnllt.lTll)l/l::::;\\ l(,)|l“2:.l};t:l:fu;m”l‘m;f'|AS in the carlier period, the marriage of
womel { atterpuberty. Polygamy certainly prevailed. Theoretic:

e wife was still accorded a very high P()Silioﬁ. Th):IS, the Szllz/;(;:;;:i; (Ijirlll]:;(z)crl;lcllc::ly}:
that she is half her husband and completes him, But there are unerring signs that hclr
status and dignity were lowered a great deal during this period. Thus, many of the
religious ceremonies, formerly lefit to the wife, were now performed by priests. She
was not allowed to attend the political assemblies. A submissive wife who would
keep her mouth shut and dine after her husband was held up as the ideal. The birth of
a daughter was most unwelcome for she was regarded as a source of misery and a
son alone was the saviour of a family. The women were taught to dance and sing and
play various kinds of musical instruments such as drums, flutes, lyre or harp, cymbals,
and lutes. Although some women theologians took part in philosophic discussions and
some queens participated in coronation rituals, ordinarily women were thought to be
inferior and subordinate to men.

Classes and caste system

Settled life led to a further crystallization of the four-fold division of society. Brahamins
claimed both social and political privileges. Kshatriyas constituted the warrior class and
came to be looked upon as the protectors of the people and the king was chosen from
among them. Vaishyas devoted themselves to trade, agriculture and various crafts as
they were the ‘tax- paying’ class. In this way all work, whether religious or secular,
became more and more specialized and hereditary. It was obviously easier for the son of
a warrior to be trained in the use of weapons than for the son of a Brahmin‘who was
undergoing training in a Vedic school. The same applied to the children of agnculturlsts
and Vaishyas. The new conquests brought large number of slaves. Work having pecon1e
more specialized and complicated, it was necessary to a!)sorb these slaves into the
service of the community, so they were included in the §ocxal system as Sudras vyhose
primary business was to do some kind of unskilled service required of them. While the
Sudras were absorbed in the social system and while some of them accumulated wealth
and even mixed occasionally with the members of. the tlTree upper caste_s, th;:y Wext'e
never allowed to study the scriptures. The rules relating to inter-caste marriage eganto

be rigid. How far the change of caste was possible, we cannot speculate.

Fou ra
shrams
certain Ashrams. The first twenty-five

Besides ¢acfe o ivided into
s caste system, the life was di ring which period one was suppose d

e o . d
e oflife was called Bramhacharys o feducation. Next came the Grahastha

to 5 ke o
Shto the acharyas and the gur for the 5 d a man was allowed to lead a

Stage which lasted up to fifty years. During this perio Self-Instructi
Material
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i g ’ha. Dl.ll'lﬂg thls period

i he third stage was Vanprastha.
ele;lldfzgn Sevoted himself to the worship of god though
: tage, from seventy SiX 10 hund
as to go to the forest to le

’ UplQ
) ©sti)
red years of life, was call,

ad the rest of the Jig, )

married life and hav
seventy-five years O
lived in the family. The lqst S
Sanyas. During this period onc W

devotion to God.

Decline in morality
| several times. They were also addicig

. yun to mé .
The rich and the royal classes had begui ATy ing girls an d prostitutes becﬂmca

. NPT mbling. Danci :
to drinking intoxicating liquors and ga ) fact _
source of great pleasure. Killing an encmy by deceit was a common practice. In i

connection, the deceit practised by the Kaurvas to kill the P andvas is a clear proof, |,
the Mahabharata there is a mention of the persons who d.ld I?Ot pay taxes apd werg
guilty of weighing short measures. Thus, a gradual degradation i the Jater;Vedic periog

or Epic society was easily visible.

Food and drink
increased. Chief among them were ap.uka (cake
ley), adana (a mess of grain cooked with milk or

curd or ghee), Karambha (porridge made of grain or barley), Yavagu (barley- gruel),
etc. Rice cooked with milk and beans, and fried grains of rice were also known ang
used. A very large number of milk products were prepared and they were very popular.
Chief among these products were amiksha (clotted curds), dahi (sour milk), nava-
nita (fresh butter), payasya (mixture of sour milk and hot or old fresh milk), prishadajya
(butter mixed of sour milk), phanta (creamy butter), vajilla (mixture of hot fresh
milk with sour milk), etc. Meat eating was fairly common. The Satapatha Brahmana
prescribes the killing of a great ox or goat in the honour of a guest. Meat was not only
eaten on ceremonial occasions but was also used daily. Cow slaughter was looked at
with disfavour. Sura, an intoxicating liquor, often finds mention. But it is often condemned
as leading to quarrels and seducing men from the path of virtue.

The variety of eatables had amply
mixed with ghee, made of rice or bar

Dress and ornaments

The people wore cotton clothes. Some of them wore silken clothes also. The dress had
lost its former simplicity and became a little gaudy. Likewise, ornaments had become
costly and were mostly made of gold and silver.

Marriage

There are references which indicate that inter-caste marriages took place in this period.
H?Zjever, they were not regarded as good. There are mentions of polygamy by men
and dowry system had also started. The marriages between ‘sapinds '(within the same

generation) were prohibited to the seven i
: generations fro i
generations from the side of mother. m the side of father and five

Education
g . : :
uch a highly developed intellectual life as well as the vast mass of Vedic literaturé

res
presupposes a well planned system of education The Upanayana was the religious

ceremony by which a bo At - -
y was Initiated into t
Btiru or preceptor. Henceforth he had to 0 the life of a student and handed over to3
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<qudents g0t free boarding and lodging at his
;o pim and paid fees (dakshina) at the Completion of the;
—
sors of wealthy Parenls probably gave regular fees Thlr N
writing SCTIpt until much later. It is possih|e th "y
BC since there are references to Writing as
from the earliest specimens found in India (the stone inscript;
' ; i ) P
Asoka, of the tth d century BC) the early script may have been influenced b '
ystem of writing. Education was restricted o asemantic

- to the upper castes and th '
hm' e tes h y
the Vedas Was rc?stncted to the Brahmins, although in theory it was open 1: ;Um(h%ij(')af

ere included as subjects of study. S
_ ; 3 : y. Some
of the Rig Vedic hymns incorporated ritya] dancing and the recitation of dialogues

thus constituting the rgdiments of a dramatic form. The stories of the bards, from
which the epic compositions originated, also lent themselves to dramatic presentz’ltions

house and ,
S¢and in return djg personal service

udy, though, sometimes,
wiepk Aryans themselves had no
SCTIpt came to be used by about 700
@ normal activity by 500 BC Judging

3.3.2 Religion
Emergence of new gods

People believed in one Supreme God. The power of the Almighty, the Omniscience of
God, is recognized in the Atharva Veda. The idea of supreme God like Prajapati the
creator and preserver of the Universe and the conception of Brahma is found in the
Atharva Veda. The Atharva Veda suggests the idea of Brahma as the first cause of all
existence and of the oneness of man with the world-soul. In this period new Gods like
Vishnu, Siva, Ganesh, Parvati, Rama, Krishna, etc., took the place of nature gods like
Indra, Varuna, Surya, the Earth, Agni, etc., of the Rig Vedic period. In this context,
scholars like R.C. Majumdar define that *in one Upanishad, Krishna is associated with a
school of thought that rejected the purely ritualistic interpretation of sacrifice and
considered the practices of virtue to be as effective as providing gifts to priest. In the
final hour one should, according to this school, take refuge in these three thoughts. You
are the imperishable, the never falling and the very essence of life.’

Aim and mode of worship

People worshipped gods for the same material reasons in this period as they Qid in
carlier times, However, the mode of worship changed considerably and prayers conu.nucd
tobe recited, but they ceased to be the dominant mode of placating the gods Saf:nﬁccs
became far more important and they assumed both publicity and domesticity which was
still in many cases identical with the tribe. Private sacrifices were performed _b‘Y the
individuals in their houses because in this period the Vedic pcoplL" leda sclllgd life and
Maintained well established households. Individuals offered Obl.il.ll(TﬂS © Agniand gach
one of these took the form of a ritual or sacrifice. Elaborate sacrificial rites undcr:in l%\.;:d
the importance of the Rig Vedic gods, some of whom faded into the baukgr(il:in % ‘\L
Priests became the chief beneficiaries of the sacri fices and co'nscqucm‘ly g‘T“]nL, l;:o\x:.f;:
Cattle were slaughtered at the sacrifices in large numbcmt /\mmu] bt;:n"s 1‘1\:111 1 Ll;l‘cr:_.;-‘,u;
found in course of excavations at Atranjikhera are mostly of c.un:;:.‘[ du' ‘ ‘.Ton 2 sl ,n'cum',mi
410 the decimation of the cattle wealth whose Importance for the developing g
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uals (the manners of performing religioyg o

iled S)'Stcm Ofrit . ~ . Lg)
A thei s attention to find out the hid ..
ass now devoted their whole att den a

and ceremonies. These ceremonies consist ol'domcsuc "

( sacrifices and form a body of rituals, probabl)f lh.c most stupendoyg um
o grf?al has ever been elaborated by man. The domestic rites embrace l Whej
complex \\r’lh[':;;nﬂsl:fe from his conccplidn in the mother’s womb up to his dcilu,, U'c
‘ t, ;13 several ceremonies refer to the departed souls. '

complicated and deta
Indeed. the priestly cl .
mystic meaning of the rites

course of
rather beyond i

The Brahmins claimed a monopoly of priestly knowledge and expertise. The
invented a large number of rituals some of which were adoplcd from the non-Aryqy,
The reason for the invention and elaboration of the rituals is not clear, though merceny,
motives cannot be ruled out. We hear that as many as 240,000 cows were givep
dakshina or gift to the officiating priest in the Rajsuya sacrifice. In addition to Cows
which were usually given as sacrificial gifts, gold, cloth and horses were also giye,
Sometimes the priésts claimed portions of territory as daks/hina, but the grant of land
sacrificial fee is not well established in the later Vedic period. The Satapatha Brahmgy,,
states that in the Asvamedha Yajna, all should be given to the priest. This, therefore
merely indicates the desire of the priests to grab as much land as possible.

Significance of tapa and gyana

A great significance was attached to Tapa which was considered as a means to purify
the mind and soul. Tapa to a considerable extent was a substitute for sacrifices in Yajnas,
It meant meditation of god accompanied by physical tortures to one’s own self in various
forms with a view to attaining Nirvana.

However, another section of the people emphasized the attainment of Nirvana
through Gyana or true knowledge. The Upanishads declared that Nirvana is possible
only by acquiring true knowledge and laid down the doctrine that he who knows God,
attains God. The Upanishads hold that good deeds, Yajanas, sacrifices etc., can provide
an individual a good life in future but could not help one in the attainment of Nirvana or
Moksha which could be possible only by Gyana.

Philosophy

Along with rites, rituals, and Yajnas, philosophy was also thoroughly studied. Philosophers
deﬁn.ed soul, .god, heaven, hell, salvation, etc. A unique thing of this period was the
special attention of the kings and rulers of this period towards philosophy and they

contributed much to its advancement. The.contributions of Ajatshatru of Kasi, Janak of
Videha, Asvapati of Kaikeya, etc., have been quite remarkable. ,

Belief in karma moksha

cannot realize God, goes to the w
agam takes birth as a man_
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The peliel in Karma, Punarjanme | Mokl i
- " "y Wil e d i t i .
life. [‘]]U_VILHI)IIHLL(J the “"”"'l,\/"‘l,‘?lll" retired 1o iy p ”l‘l"léll'l;u]mn;:.w!s'
¥ 4 vy . o /s ) (;“-" Y po i .
morhhcnimnlhu soulcan become free from Kopy, 1. They believed thar by self
' (, .

pelief in magic spells and spirigy

Aryans had become superstitious now. They believed iy ¢
nrife ' - faadd . e

in ghosts and spirits. Recourse was taker 1 mag

war and getting relief from discases, efc, '

ic spells. They also believed

']« ol fe 4 "e
alspells so as 1o proclaim viclory in

o

ponation as a means of salvation

For their selfish ends the Brahmins encouraged gifts and donations During that ;
. - > (" [4 g v - g . Y. l’, :l‘”'
pesides the cow, gold, land, horses and clothes were also given as pifts, A liberal s e
v he v Byt ] ) - an plits, cralman
was made the hero of the compositions of poets, etc '

Movement against rituals, etc.

Towards the later part of the Vedic period big movements started in Panchal and Videha
against the superstitions and rituals encouraged by the Brahmins and the priests, The
people criticized these rituals and emphasized regent belief and knowledge. Many kings
also participated in these movements. Priests were made ready for religious reformation,

3.3.3 Economy

The Aryans followed a mixed pastoral and agricultural economy. They ploughed their
fields by means of a pair of oxen bound to the yoke. In later stages, they used heavy
ploughs drawn by six, eight, twelve, and even twenty-four oxen. There are references to
artificial waterways which make it certain that the system of irrigation was known to
them. Their other chief source of income was cattle-rearing. Rather, it would be much
proper to say that in the early stages, the primary occupation of the Rig Vedic Aryans
was cattle-rearing because we find a heavy impact of the tribal organization on their
early social and political set-up. It was only afterwards that agriculture got priority over
cattle-rearing. Cows occupied an important place in it and were used as a means of
exchange and value as well. Horses were also greatly valued. Other domesucat.cd animals
were sheep, goats, asses, oxen and dogs. H unting also served a useful economic purpose.
They hunted lions, boar, buffaloes, deer, birds and antelopes. They also used nets to

capture them,

Another important occupation was weaving, both in cottonf aan wool, »::l:;h
Supplied garments to the people. Other professions were 'th'osc 0 p;xcstt’,’ Ijlarpusc O}
Boldsmith, leather-worker, physician, butcher, dancer; musician, etc. Frobably, t

fon was known to them.

s Dr. R.S. Sharma has expressed th s
€Rig Vedic Aryans. They, being constantly usy 1 idy b

Much & would have left sufficient surplus for export Bl”t 1,
Pte have opined that these people engaged thcmse' ‘vcsH N

relat.ions with Babylon and other countries in West Asia. Ho

U Intery, N th by river and land.
g eade s carisd o108 7 system was pursed for the exchange of

. The Aryans had no coins and barter sysl e and a medium ofiexchenpe
Lumm"dilics. However, the cow had become unito

a-trade was not carried out by
rs, were not able to produce so
r R.C. Majumdar and B.M.
n sea-trade and had trade
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(0 one more medium of exchange called mishka which w

‘ :!'.lnuh;lljl
| weight and was used as a sort ol currency. y

There 1s reference
a plece of pold of a fixec , |
| | qal facilities (or agriculture and cattle breg

On the whole, having natural facilities lor agn ; recling ”

'h )
1s cconomie life, \

Arvans enjoyed o prosperot

Agriculture

Mostly the people lived In villages, but by now the big cities Iulul also cnmg ”"”C'\i‘\lc“t,
f\llllamilull very few agricultural tools made of'iron have been found, there is no doyjy lh,;|
uuricuflurc was the main means of livelihood of the later Vedic I"-'""IQ‘ Pl ghing y,
done with the help of a wooden plough share which possibly worked m‘lhc light sy 0
the upper Gangetic basin. Enough bullocks could not be found because of cattle slauglye,
in sacrifices. Therefore, agriculture was primitive but there is no doubt about g Wide
prevalence. The Sarapatha Barahmana speaks at length about the ploughing ritual,
According to ancient legends, Janakas (the king of Videha and father of Sita) len p,
hand at the plough. In those days even kings and princes did not hesitate to take ,
manual labour. Balarama, the brother of Krishna, is called Haladhara or wielder of
plough. In later times, ploughing came to be prohibited for the members of the upper
varnas. The Vedic people continued to produce barley, but during this period rice apg
wheat became their chief crops. In subsequent times wheat became the staple food of
the people in Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh. For the first time, the Vedic peopl;
came to be acquainted with rice in the Doab. It is called Fi-ihi in the Vedic texts, and jis
remains recovered from Hastinapur belong to the eight century BC. The use of rice s
recommended in rituals, but that of wheat is rarely mentioned. Various kinds of lentils
were also produced by the later Vedic people. Beans and sesames were also known and
the latter assumed ritual importance in course of time. The growing importance of
agriculture undermined the earlier pastoral economy which could not feed the increasing
population well enough.

dy

Arts and crafts

Simultaneously, with the transition from a pastoral to an agricultural economy, there
seemed to have arisen several new arts and crafts. In place of the few occupations i
the Rig Veda, many are enumerated in later Vedic literature. Mention may be madeof
smelter, smith or, carpenter, weaver, leather worker, jeweller, dyer and potter. It is difficul
to say how far the smelters and smiths were connected with making objects of iron
Probably they worked mostly with copper, which continued to predominate with iron still
bring rare. Weaving was practiced on a wide scale but perhaps remained confined
mainly to women. Leather work, pottery and-carpentry were connected with building
activities of which we have some evidence in this period. The later Vedic people wer
acquainted with four types of pottery: black and red ware, black-slipped ware, pﬂi“‘ed
grey ware and red ware. The last type of pottery was most popular with them and %
been fo‘und. almost all over western Uttar Pradesh. However, the distinctive pottery o
the period ls‘known as the Painted Grey Ware. It consisted of bowls and dishes whic!
were used either for rituals or for eating or for both, but by the upper orders. Gl“sé
E‘;‘L‘?:\:“:iii‘:ﬁlﬁlj;ound ir; thi: PGW laycrs may_ha\fe been used as luxurious Obj"'f:’
il ) ’ \ e' use o mj.tz}]s like tin, lead, s:lver and go!d were known. Gold Jl
vere used normally for making omaments and delicate articles like vessels. Medi

~ R . , . . . 50
profession was w ell established. Many diseases were cured by herbs. Magic spells al
Were used for the purpose.

L
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m“wsﬁmlion of animals

The Vedic Age and

Sangam Ay

aeing AN ugricu]n.u'ist spcic‘ry, the Aryans ar
were reared hOl,h tor t.hmr n.mk and agricultural purposes. In fact, cartle reari i
N pEUS during this period. We have referenans Whic.h in(‘“LCl,"L:lll crearing received
carefully looked after so that animals might not face any incon‘v:n' nce. Laree sheds
were also created to accommodate the carle so that they may b f“lu.l. ‘ngl j;«. :.’h'cd‘s
ild animals and extreme cold or hot weather. The CoOw was reg);,n-d:dp:(: cm ldf‘“.n o
this period. This was perhaps due to their utility. In the Atharva Veda d;:u?(lu'u' l( “f"’Tg

rescribed for cow slaughter. Elephants were also domesticated b ’ th; LP‘-T} %md‘h
Jomesticated animals were sheep, goats, asscs, oxen and dogs. y the people. Other

ached gren i :
ached Ereat importance (o animals. They

that meadows were

NOTES

Trade

The requirements of the people having increased, various goods were in great demand

This resulted in brisk trade. Agriculture led to trade. With the clearing of the land castwards'
along the Ganges valley, the river became a natural highway of trade, the numerous
settlements on its banks acting as markets. The more wealthy landowners, who could
afford to employ others to cultivate their land, were the potential traders, since they both
had leisure and capital. Thus, the trading community arose from an originally land owning
section of society. To start with, trade was restricted to local areas, and the Aryans
probably did not venture very far afield; yet there are references in the Rig Veda of
ships and sea voyages which could not have been entirely imaginary. The less advanced
technology of the Aryans had a restrictive influence and tended to confine the possibilities
oftrade to local areas. Barter was the common practice in trade, the cow being the unit
of value in large scale transactions which further limited the geographical reach of a

Check Your Progress

3. Fill in the blanks.

(a) In the later
Vedic age the

particular trader. The nishka is also mentioned as a measure of value. Later it came to i was divided
be the name of a gold coin, but at this stage it may have been merely a measure of gold. into certain
334 POlity (b) The economic
.. life in the

The later Vedic period is generally considered to have commenced from the beginning was
of the first millennium BC. The core region of the Vedic civilization now became the somewhat

i i he lit texts, was now under the control of different from
area of western UP, which, according to the hterary A _ et e i
the Kuru-Panchalas. In this area, the Vedic people seem to have displaced the copper Vedic period.

using people whose tools, weapons and pottery types (late Harappan and Ochre Coloured || 4 State whether True

Pottery) indicate that these people flourished in this region between 1700 and 000 BC. | - or False

The Aryans, by now, had the knowledge of iron which is evidenced by the discovery of (a) E,; .

large hoards of iron, at Atranjikhera, in the Etah district of UP. Iron also helped 'the Ma gm al;aer a;;
: i iculture. This resulted ina

Aryans 1o clear the dense forests of the region and start agrict

. . d record of the
. vere ing
New agrarian economy and a settled life. A large number of PGW sites, discover PRSI Of the

thm“gh the excavations, are considered to have been the Aryan settlements during the ;t:lj;ya\r/:; :}T;::d
later Vedic age. _ ¢ the territorial and their )
Th . : re of this age was the firm EISSCI't{OIl of the Cle oria :);::l;;l::jn y
Clemen, grr?eogtf lblizclrltllymm%js‘eg?;‘thawa Veda mentions that Rash:r. a Iﬁér;hz;gr:;u{'y\;z fores o
held by the king and be made firm by the Varuna, the god Bnhas_pa ‘]’ lled ‘Ashandi;/at’ south~em‘ India.
also hear of I residence of the Kuru-Panchala kings calle : (5) The —
permanent royalTes rtant was the element of ari, JFrp T

1Ce ually impo

10ugh the tribal element was still important, iOW € d RHtion
‘Crfilury_ during the Later
Vedic Period.
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. ten forms of government present in the ;.
Atreyva Brahmana mentions ten g,

fthe country and explains as to how the concept of government in tg terri "
e ) :

parts 0 A ‘ >
jons had come nto VOgue.

dimens
Popular assemblies

In later Vedic times, the popular assemblics lost their irtn.pnrl‘uncc and r()%';ll P wer inuc;u_.]}
at their cost. The Vidatha completely disappeared. The Sabha un.d Samiti Continyg "
hold ground, but their character changed. They came to be dm‘mnnlcd by prince g,
rich nobles. Women were no longer permitted to sit on (!]C Sabha, and it wy; Moy,
dominated by nobles and Brahamans. With reference to this A. L. Basham wrije, the
old tribal assemblics were still from time to time referred to, but their power was Watnip,
rapidly and by the end of this period the King's autocracy was in most cases only limjj,,
by the power of the Brahmans, the weight of tradition, and the force of public Opiniop
which was always of some influence in ancient India. However, it did not mean thay g,
king had become authoritarian. The king always attempted to get the cooperation of
these assemblies. In the later period, the council of Brahamanas also yielded a goog
influence over the King.

Larger kingdoms

At this stage, it would be interesting to examine how politically some of the old powerfyl
tribes had lost their importance and some others had conquered new territories and risen
to power. The conquered lands were named after the victorious tribes. In this way
Panchala, Kosala and Magadha were named after the Panchalas, Kosalas and Magadhas
who settled in them. The capitals of the new kingdoms were named sometimes after
therr kings, like Mithila after Mithi, Vaisali and Taksasila after Taksha. The Ganga was
called Bhagirathi after Raja Bhagiratha. The expansion in the territorial limits of their
different empires had also increased the powers of the kings considerably. The states
had expanded both on their territories and powers.

New name instead of tribe

Initially. Aryans used to call a settlement a tribe but later on the region came to be called
Janpada. The word Rashtra was also first used in this period, though just for a region

and not for the entire nation. As the Aryans gradually expanded, they began to call Indi?
by the name of Aryavarta.

Many adyvisors of the king

Wth the expansion of the kingdoms, the king distributed his work among his advisor>
The official in-charge of collecting tax and gifts was called Sangrahi.

Besides the priest, Senapati and Gramini other officials who helped the king
were the Dwarpala, Judge and other administrative persons.

Army and warfare

During this period, the king did not maintain a standing army. In times of need
SO}diers were collected from different tribes. The king used to time collecﬁ""l}_
With the tribals so as to secure their sympathy and loyalty. During this time, elepha™®
¢4me to be used in addition to horses and chariots. New weapons like fire-weapd™
_""d Poisonous weapons came to be used. During the later part of this period 'lllt'
"Mportance of a standing army also came to be recognized and the king started keep!™
4 standing army.
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Kingsh'P
~ 7 N F
withthe emETEEne” Omﬁc \ oo osiem n the lower Vedic period, the king now belonged
to the Kshatrtya class. He an ay}s worked to secure the support of Br;hmma: _L”:;l’
4 1t 1 S . W
fituted the o.ther powerful Vama and it js because of this reason that the ki : h: 0
- scnmentioned in Atreva Brahmana as the protector of Brahmanas” (Brafmancmon,
goplﬂ) and ‘the eater of the people’ n‘/iShama[lana,_ 1ananam
Atreya Brahmana lists various types of states
in various regions, which were mainly differentiate
pature of kingship. These states are as follows:

prevalent in contemporary India.
d or identified on the basis of the

o Samrajya: It was the rulership of the ‘eastern part’ where, the king was anointed
for ‘Overlordship’. -

o Bahujya: It was the rulership of the ‘southern part” where, the king was anointed
for ‘Paramount rule’.

o Svarajya: It was the rulership of the ‘western part” where, the king was anointed
for ‘Selfrule’. -

o Vairajya: It was the rulership of the ‘northern part’ where, the king was anointed
for ‘Sovereignty’. It was generally considered that the king, who was consecrated
with ‘Indra’s’ great function’ was ‘Virat’, i.e., worthy of Vairajva.

e Rajya: It was the rulership of the ‘middle region’ where the king was anointed
fora ‘Kingdom’.

Satapahha Brahmana clearly distinguishes ‘Samraj’ (one who rules the
Samrajya) and Raja (One who rules the Rajya) from the other types. It says: ‘By
offering ‘Rajasuya’ he becomes Raja and, by offering ‘Vajapeya’ he becomes Samraj’.
Raja was generally considered inferior to Samraj.

Nature of kingship

Satpatha Brahmana says that the office of kingship is unsuited to Brahmanas but
Atreya Brahmana mentions a Brahmana king. We also have references to Shudra,
Ayogava, and even non-Aryan kings in the Vedic texts. An Ayogava was member of a
mixed caste, a descendent of a Vaisya by a Shudra wife. ‘King Marutta Avikshita’ has
been referred in the Satapatha Brahmana as an * Ayogava'. In Chandogya Upanishad,
‘king Janashruti Pautrayana’ has been referred to as a Shudra. The Jatakas refer to
Kings of various castes.

Kingship was sometimes hereditary and at other instances was seand through
the election of a popular choice. The Atreya Brahmana .prescnbes some 10rmul§C 1?
secure kingship for up to three generations. The expression, ‘DaShaPUTLfShmnam})“ .
Which occurs in Satapatha Brahmana indicates kingship for up to “ten” gencrations.

¢ clement of selection was also not unheard of. The selection J:as molsgy d.?r']e by the
People, but the choice was mainly confined to the members of the royal family.

There are in fact some references of persons who did not belong to the royal

P becoming kings as a result of popular choice. oy 2
. 2 -e in the concept of kingship during
Another i ant deve nt which took place'! : .
im int developme s T L _— it
Vedic ti:l(;r: was the :?s%ociution of divinity with the king. This was totally
Ard of in the Rig Vedic age. Perhaps it Was the practice of the L.OTOI"L:;K: Lcth;m;]lx..a
¢ later Vedic z%ge in which various gods were invoked to impart some of their

Sel?
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it he king that gave an impetus {0 the developmen he ;\m!".
f qualities to the King

sente 5.
were sometimes even represented as god
. - . s t
The Roval Ladies: The king during
four queens. They werc

e Mahishi: According to Sg :
the first one to have married the King.

o Parivrikti: She was the neglected or th
could not conceive a Son.

e Vavata: She was the favourite wife of the king.

o Palagali: She was the daughter of the lowest court offici
as the Shudra wife.
The Atreva Brahmana, however, refers to the 100 wives of Raja Harish Chandr,
Many more such examples are also referred to in different texts of the later Ve,
period.

he Brahmana period was allowed hy,
N

tapatha Brahmana, Mahishi was the chiel wif, ing

wn

e discarded wife perhaps because she

al. She was condempy

Sacrifices of the royal coronation

Now we shift our attention to one of the most prominent features of the kingship during
the later Vedic times, and this was the sacrifices of the royal inauguration. The coronation
ceremony involved a number of rituals which are mentioned in the Sambhitas. Those
who aided in the consecration of the king were called ‘Rajakritri’ or ‘Rajakrit’. According
to Satapatha Brahmana, Suta (Minstrel, Chronicler and the Charioteer) and the Gramani
(Head of the village) were specified for this duty.

The principal sacrifices conducted for the royal inauguration were ‘Vajapeya',
‘Rajasuya’, Punar-abhisheka and Aindra-MahabhiSheka. Let us discuss three
sacrifices in some detail. The purpose of Vajapeya (the drink of strength) and the Rajasuya
was to become the ruler of a Samrajya and a Rajya respectively. The purpose of
conducting Punar-abhisheka (Renewed consecration) was to become eligible for all
sorts of royal dignity while the Aindra-Mahabhisheka (closely associated with this was
‘Ashvamedha’ sacrifice) was conducted with the ambition of becoming an ‘Ekaral’
The detailed ceremony of the Vajapeya sacrifice has been mentioned in the Satapatht

Brahmana. 1t included a race of seventeen 10tS 1 i
_ chariots in which th ifice was
allowed to win. After this, the sacrifice © royal sacrifics

» along with his wife, was made t nd
! . ] 0 mount on
pole having a ring and then pay homage to the earth. After the sacrifice descended from

tsl:(:: S?le, he wa; made to sit on the throne on which a goat-skin was spread. The r oy
Icc was then coroneted by the address of the ‘Adhvaryu priest’. T, he: Rajasiy®

Sacrifice was a long sacrifice whi
s which sta .
carried on for two years. rted on the first day of the Phalguna’ and was

Thc whole process has
The main features of thig sacri

(1) The Ratninam havimshi: This in

important officials (called Raty chided givin

ins) g presents to the Mahishi and oth¢'
(i) The Abhishechaniya or the bes |
(m) The Digvyasthapana: It wa

directions to indicate hijs uni

prinkling ceremony,

s the symbolic walk of t
| e versal rule,
(iv) Treading UPon a tiger skin- [t wag believ

the strenpth . . ed that by do; _ o
nstruction gth and swifipes : at by doing so the c: » oaine
mtructional swiftness of g tiger. g 50 the candidate ga

he king towards vario¥
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) Narration of the story of * sUnchshcpa‘ by the Holy priest
est,

(vi) Mimic cow raid against a relative or 3 dram -

cifing family. atized fight with a member of the
(vi) Ceremony of enthronement
(vii) A game of dice in which the king was deliberately made to triumph .

One essential feature of the Rajasuya sacrifice wac * . 1
besprmlding cqemony. It included, inler—alia,yoﬂ‘crinl;l:tto :/V:?oui\zlc]u';::: l:’,\z/litl " ,lh.c
(Abhishechamya Apah) from seventeen sources. The two i;n (‘)rl(;nl t W,v.dtuf
Abhishekas Were Pu'nar-A bhisheka and Aindra-MahabhiSheka: Ilzlmur-A bﬁ::l: '/(c)
has been explained in some details in the Aitareya Brahmana 'Hcrc the kin" \i/d‘:,
made t0 ascend to the ‘asandi’ (Throne) made of ‘Udllmbara"wood with ‘l\}]:lmju'
grass as the interwoven part. Then the besprinkling was done. The king then got
down from the throne and made obeisance to the holy power. ‘Janmejaya’ the son of
Kuru king ‘Parikshit” was consecrated with ‘punar-abhisheka. Aindra-MahabhiSheka
consisted of five ceremonies. First of these five ceremonies was the oath which was
administered to the king elected by the priest. Then the enthronement (Arohana) took
place. After enthronement came the proclamation (Utkroshana). Here, the king was
proclaimed as ‘Vishvasya bhutasya adhipati’ (sovereign lord of all beings), Vishamatta
(devourer of the folk) this term alludes to his power of taxation, Amitranam hanta
(Supreme commander to slay enemies), ‘rohmononomgopala (Protector of Brahmanas)
and Dharmasya gapta (duty bound to preserve the laws and provide a better
administration to the people). After the proclamation, the next ceremony was to address
the formula (Abhimantra) after which came the last ceremony, the anointment
(Abhishechana).

Ashvamedha sacrifice

Ashvamedha sacrifice was a ceremony closely associated with the Aindra-Mahabhisheka.
Atreya Brahmana says that those kings who performed Aindra-Mahabhishekg were
represented as conquering the world and offering a horse in sacrifice. Both Aitareya
and Satapatha Brahmana give a long list of kings who performed it.

System of taxation

Forthe first time in the later Vedic polity we find 2 rudimentary organization of collec_tmg
tributes or taxes. During Rig Vedic times the king received Bgli Le. voluntary oﬂ"epx_xgs
made to the God or a prince, and so he was known as ‘Balihrit” or the tribute giving
prince. This concept of voluntary tribute receded ('1ur1ng the laFer Vedic t@es \:hen a
o development took place. This was the COercive and forcﬂ3le collection 0 1axes,
from the clansmen and this is indicated by the term Vishamatta eater of the pe.asants
used in the [ater texts for the king. Bhoja, another term used in the later l\/ednct;:(t(sl
Indicates 5 tribute-enjoying aspect of the king. These forcible exactions may Tve starte
€cause of ‘the increase in the surplus, an important result of regular agriculture.

was the rate of taxation during the later
s that the “Vaishya’ secretly stores the
eliver it whenever the Khshatriyas
thods to procure tribute.

~ There is no clear indication as to what
¢dic times. The Satapatha Brahmana say
Property and the ‘Kshatriya’ asks the former to d .
"antit. This statement does indicate the Use of coercive me, . .
There is a mention of an official Bhgadugha who dxstrlb.uteg or ?“;)bu:SEd tl;e
Shareg of the collected tribute among {he people. He was associated with Pushan, the

Sl‘ll-lﬂ\
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herdsmen, who got converted into agriculturists afierwards. It seems (hy th

1 ! » c7:r-
arily to the peasants in ceremorual feasts. ¢

g:s\u' of

shares were given prim
Administrative structure

New social developments and increased availability of the surplus pro'duge necessitgyeg
a mare organized administrative machinery. There is. however. no indication Of we|
defined compartments of administration but a number of persons who were given
status of Rarnins and had a number of positive functions to perform. The Ratnins dong
seem to have performed the duties pertaining to law and order and justice rather they
were associated with a rudimentary civil administrative system.

Though a number of later Vedic texts have given comprehensive lists of Ratnin;
but the most widely accepted one is the one given in the Satapatha Brahmana. The [js;
mentions 12 Ratnins each of whose houses was visited by the king during the “Ratnavims;:
ceremony of the Rajasuya sacrifice. The Ratnins according to Satapatha Brahmang

mnclude:

| |Senani - |Commander of the army
2 |Purohita - |Representative of the priestly class

3 |Ragjanya - |Representative of the warrior class

4 |Mahishi - |The chief queen

5 |Suta - |Charioteer and wheel maker

6 |Gramani - |Head of the people living in a village

7 |Kshattr - |Chamberlain or distributor

8 |Samgahritri |- |Treasurer (According to K.P. Jaysawal) and charioteer

of an inferior kind (according to R.S. Sharma).
9 |Bhagadugha| |Distributor of shares. (R.S. Sharma opines that

Bhagadugha, because of his association with Pushan,
the god of cattle, may have been a distributor of
cattle and cereals.)

10 |Akshavapa Literally means, the thrower of the dice.
(According to R.S. Sharma, he may have been the
distributor of land for sowing, which, he says, was
distributed by the lots drawn through the throwing of
the dice.)

Literally means 'the killer of the cows' He may have

been the chief huntsman, and also, the keeper of

games and forest. g
2 |Palagala Considered as last of the king's Ratnins, who seems (0
have functioned as a messenger. He was, perhaps, a
non-Aryan belonging to an aboriginal tribe. st |

11 |Govikartana

Itseems, possibly, that these Rarnins constituted the inner coterie of the king and
had some specific or general functions to perform. Only two of these Ratnins, Send!!
and Rajanya seem to have military functions. As we have already pointed oui. there
no e \.ndcncc of awell defined administrative structure and it is not beyond doubt that on¢
official had more than one function to perform. Gramani, it seems, continued with the
function of guiding a group of people to the battlefield but he perhaps, also took up the
function of the general supervision of the people living in the villages.
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 Some prominegt artisanal functions [ike
carpentry Were associated with Surq, Taksha;r
peen included in the list of Ratnins giy
function of the distribution of food, ca
jater Vedic age was perhaps associated
ond Akshavapa. Govikartana was res
the animals therein in good condition and
the King.

Military administration

chariot making, meta] working and
Shanand Rathakara. The last two have
ticln In the Maitrayani Samhia, A prominent

¢, booty and land during the last phase of
with 'the officials like Bhagadugha, Kshattr
ponsible for keeping the forest areas and
also for arranging the hunting expeditions of

During most part of t.he later Vedic age there does not seem to be an indication of a
standing army but the inclusion of Senani (the commander of force). In the list of Ratnins
of the Satapatha Brahmana which was written during the later stages of the later Vedir;
period, it is indicated that by this time the concept of keeping a standing force had come
into being. However, it seems that the army was confined to the kinsmen at the beginning
and later it started to include the members of Kshatriya Varna who were not a part of the
royal kin. This is indicated by the inclusion of ‘Rajanya’ in the list of Ratnins who seems to
have represented the warrior class in the king’s inner circle of officials.

The administration of law and order

The Vedic Age and
Sangam Age

NOTES

There is no mention of any specific official for the purpose of police functions. However, || Check Your Progress
itis quite evident that the coercive machinery which evolved during this period couldnot || 5 g in the blanks.
have been possible without a team of officials. The functions of exacting taxes, oppressing (a) The most

the Sudras and many others required a coercive apparatus. Perhaps, the officials like startling feature
Spasa, Ugra and Jivagribha, who performed such functions in the Rig Vedic age of the later
continued to do so even in the later Vedic times. There seems to have evolved in this X;d‘;rffe was
period a system of provincial administration, under an official referred to as Sathapati assertion of the
or Satapati and also a new offici

al evolved in this period called Adhikrita who was
perhaps a village official appointed by the king.

(b) One essential
feature of the
Rajasuya

The state of popular assemblies _
sacrifice was

As the territorial element gained prominence in the political organization of the later
Vedic times, the nature and composition of the Sabha and ng itiunderwent a (fhangfa.
Now, people living in various parts of the kingdom were neither keeI.J to partmp;ﬁnle. in
these assemblies nor was it possible for them to come and take part n the. as;em ées
quite frequently. Only those living in the capital could gathe.r agd take part Vm (ti em. So,
these assemblies became more aristocratic and reprgsentatw'e inthe la.ter edic tu;xfhs_
Women were also, now, completely barred from taking part in the q}ih}?eranonsn?bliez o e gioa of s
assemblies or even from attending them. The importance attached with these asse stonding army

: ; Rt rhaps because of the induction of but the
during the Rig Vedic times was also lost gradually pe k}:l e responsiblite which T et of

6. State whether True
or False.
(a) During most
part of the later
Vedic age there
does not seem
to be an

more and more officials in the later Vedic age who 100 Senani (the
were previously undertaken by these assemblies. commander of

. / force).
T (b) There was no

: AN E system of
\S GAM AG d collection of tax

3 of the Sangam age. Modern in the later
Itis difficy]t to determine the chronologY of the works Vedic age.

Writers have dismissed the first tWO Sangams as pure myths. The inclusion of the
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supernatural agencies into the Sangams, incredibly long reigns ascribed to the Pang u
: N oty QT | Q. - g s n
. — a v ' Sa ,‘ < o
kings and the astoundingly long periods of (-|l‘lHlllO{] assigned to the Sangamsg POSitjy,
weaken the historicity of the Sangam tradition, The generally accepted Perig )
g v 3 4 : > e g » Ny v ‘: 4) l A ¢
Sangam, especially the l}lsl one, is somewhere in between 500 BC and AD 3 i)(), I |0Www'
L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai assigns the Sangam age to the seventh and cu_.v,lnh ”C'"llnj
AD. Dr. N. P. Chakravarthy pushes it back to the sixth century AD. While S, K 'ycﬂizur
S. Pillai and K. K. Pillai place these works in the first and second centu ry, Raghay, 'yc;
Sesha lyer, Ganapati Rao and others place them in the third and fourth centuries Aj) n
based on astronomical calculations.

The Academy at Madurai produced a large mass of literature dealing wil,
variety of subjects ranging from grammar to pure romance. Social customs, re
practices, popular deities, art of war, folk tales, foreign trade
were also dealt by the Sangam poe
work in the literary

d lilr e
ligious
and philosophical problep,
ts. The Sangam seems to have done very usefy
field. 1t collected the scattered literary pieces, edited them prope
and tried to preserve them. It was a sort of parliament of letters
editorial committee. That we do not h
India can be no reason why we

rly
, acensor board and g

ave examples of such academies elsewhere
should wholly reject the local tradition about them,

3.4.1 Society and Religion

The Sangam literature provides sufficient proof that cultures of the South and the Norh

were fairly integrated in the far South. The caste system was not fully accepted and
social divisions were primarily based on the basis of different professions of the individuals,
Yet, the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas and the castes who had adopted fighting as their
profession enjoyed a better status in society. The ruling class had virtually acquired the

d the practice of donating lands and other presents to
sed. Eight types of marriages were also accepted in

8¢ Was regarded as a religious institution, The position of
\women was better as compared to the North and they were employed even as bodyguards

by the kings, nobles and other rich people. However, there are certain references to the
practice of Sati, which means that because of the influence of the Vedic culture,
dete}'ioration in the status of women had started and the family was gradually becoming
patmarchal. There were no untouchables in the society, but the status of the poor people

had worsened.

ev ible
il literature anq grammar, ey Augusq‘l;lgv;ai(rfsg?r?;flis
Y responsible for the propagation of th
uth. Many stone and copper inscriptions
Cles to the Brahming of Kaudinya’s gotr?
accepted the rituals anq the Yajnas of th
monies. But the Brahmins here accepted

also popular in this
Vedic religion and

have referred to the grant of land apq other artj
by several rulers. The people in the far South
Vedic religion as a part of their r,

g P eligious cere
gany religious traditions of the.people ofthe South as we|] within its fold. The worship ©
od Murugana or Murukana is VEry popular in the South from very m;c ient times. H¢

wast later on, accepted as the representatjye of God Kartikeya. Besides this, the worshiP
of Siva, Krishna, Balrama, Vishny and Indra algq Started in the South Th’e practice of

nal
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es in Yajnas was also accepted in the South thoy

sifions'of the South, gh it blended the Vedic rituals

sacrfic
;vitll the trd
Jainism and Buddlusm werealsoaccepted by the people in the far South. Buddhism
cobably; became popular in the South dur ing the reign of Emperor Astka chérai
tupas such as Dharamc.hakra of Buddhism have been found at different p]aée% in the
gouth. Later on, Naga/_‘/unakonda and Kanchipuram became the centres of léaming
ofBuddhism. Jainism also reached far South during the period of the Mauryas. Probably,
it was first propagated l?y Bhadrabahu, who migrated to the South with the disciples’
when a widespread famine occurred in Magadha two hundred years after the death of
Mahavira.

Thus, the Sangam literature provides us useful knowledge concerning the history
ofthe far South till the third century AD. Though, of course, we have to take help from
other sources as well. The glory of the South declined by the end of the third century
AD. Itrevived itself in the sixth century AD when several ruling dynasties succeeded in
establishing powerful states of their own in the South.

Sangam Age: Literature and other fields

The view of Prof, K. A. Nilakanta Sastri is that the Sangam literature, which combines
idealism with realism and classic grace with indigenous industry and strength, is rightly
regarded as constituting the Augustan age of Tamil literature. This literature is different
from the Tamil literature of later periods. It alone can be called ‘the unadulterated literature
of the Tamils’. It is an isolated piece holding noticeably the different ideas, forms and
ideals from later ones. It gives a clear picture of the Tamil society at a stage when
Sanskritic ideas and farms were attempting to dominate the picture but had not met with
much success. It reveals to us secular-minded people engaged in the battle of life in all
its aspects and refusing to yield to religious fanaticism. It deals with secular matters
relating to public and social activities like government, war, charity, renunciation, warship,
trade and agriculture. It also deals with physical manifestations of nature such as mountains
and rivers and private thoughts and activity suchas conjugal thoughts and domestic life
of the inner circle of the members of the family. They are called Puram and Aham.
Puram literature deals with matters capable of externalization or objectification. Aham
literature deals with the matters strictly limited to one aspect of subjective experience.

of classifying literary themes viz.
s of life and the literature, which
s. This classification is not much
Porul and Vidu come

The Tamils were not strangers to another form
Aram, Pand, Inbam and Vidu. These are the four goa
dftals With them, falls under the corresponding section

iferent from the Aham, Puram classification because Aram,

Under Puram and nbam.

The oets 1 rtant ro
SOurce of poets played an impo

dness and benevolence. Among the poets and
luvar, Inlango Adigal, Sittalai Sattanar,
nar and a few others are

They « -
thliltil): Showed he spirit of universal kin
“1S of the Sangam age, Talkapprar, val

i [ i ‘ i Mnuda
Outg dnar, Kapilar, Paranar, Auvalyar, Mangudi M
Slanding

o The greay grammatical work Tolkappiam, the ten poems (Parlztppattz{) the cnght
(Sulologics (Ettuttagai) and the cighteen Killkkanakku works and two epics
Pbadikaram and Manimekalai) all belong t0 the Sangam age. There are othe'r
ks, which have completely or mostly perished and have left behind either only their

Self-
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nzas quoted by the commentators. The exact hterature

: ides 102 anon
490 mentioned poets bes! Yoy
d we come across : | _
consists sz33417)§ 3621 ;cila]rm, 1612 are the Tolkappiam Sutras and 1330 Kura aphonsms.
pieces. Ofthese

: itten b Tolkappiyar. Itis le]dCd
Tolkappivam is the oldest Tannrltgriasrr;rr;ru\;vcrtlit(tm ofyten Jong pocms. Of .
into three major pé-rts' The Pattu.ppa ”1 i belonge to Aham and the rest are Puram, The
Mulaippattu, Kurinjipattu an.d P.attma.ppa al Aig srunury, Patiruppattu, Paripada,'
eight anthologies are Narrinai, Kur un{oggh eg;f them belong to Aham group ang
Kalittogai, Ahananuru and Purana){m u. Some ¢ b tho sightcen Killkkanalcku wory
the others to Ponam grou;)}‘The samczl 1;/ }he’ 522(;( :,\;21' alree aggrand epic treatmen of a;i
epics, Silappadikaram and Mar aiai, ar e e ;
Ecli(iegt;/lgusp story, thep grst part of which is dealt \ylth in Sllapll)laa]'éka; C;I::V ZZ ilél;i(; ?ed(;%a]
and the second part in Manimekalai by Sittzlal Sagil)rrls]r.a;l;deln bl;:n o ortesis of1 33(})1
Valluvar. It is divided into three divisions—Aram, la : ot and b
s. It pays considerable attention to matters pert.ammg .to governme | e
:}tltnSZ:ngang pyo]jty has often been called the Kgral pf)hty. While the lziulzhgr f(l)ll; 2?01;;” }iz]
mentions the king and his associates, their qualifications and some of their ; d, e
does not mention the contemporary condition in a factual re.cor.d. He speaks o a}lll 1deal
king. He does not exhaustively deal with all the contemporary 1.nst1tut10ns. He onlyc; oosfes
the prominent and major political institutions and draws an 1de:c11 che of behaviour for
them. Dr. S. Krishnaswami lyengar and V. R. Ramchandra Dikshitar ha.ve S:OI.npz-lr.ed
the Kural with the Arthashastra of Kautilya. It is true that there are certain similarities
between the two works, but that does not mean that the author of the Kural was indebted

to Kautilya for his views. The view of Dr. N. Subrahmanian is that most probably both
Valluvar and Kautilya borrowed from a common source.

ta
names or just a few stray

Education during Sangam Age

The Tamil society of the Sangam age was an advanced and civil
was not merely known and encoura

of education was not merely readin
learned persons. It was believed

ized society. Education
ged but was a widespread social activity. The pattern

g and understanding of books, but also listening to the

that the advice given by wise and experienced persons
was like a support on a slippery ground. Those who listened to the learned were the very
abode of humility. Education of a sccular nature was not the peculiar preserve of any
particular community or caste, s

bl

el et €x or station in life. The Sangam scholars belonged toall
¢ classes. It was believed that education gave self confidence ioni nd
hence was sought after. and dignity to mena

Ing, target-practice, wrestling, e
were probably more Interested in arithmetjc for

: ' rofessi i
were interested in astronomy., Fj protessional reasons. The Brahmins
Kanakkayar was g teach
and grammar,

¢mergency or danger. He g
by the teacher on the student w

as not objected tq
houses ang led a mendic : S0

ant’s life.

LT T
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The number of Sangam poets might be 5
e or four centuries and many of them bclongc
‘ncludcd kings and women.
|

Works on grammar like the Tolkappiyar, o, poctics
s San

qudied byevery s'mflcnt. Astronomy was allicd (o mathema
 jance, dramé, painting, building architccture, sculpture, et
hereditary artists. M uc'h of the teaching was oral. The st’ud
got pmctically everything by heart,

arly 500, The

lived with; ;
d to the same y hived withina period of

generation. Their number

c! mathematics were subjects
tics. The fine arts like music,
C., were specialized in by the
ents wrote but sparingly and

Fine arts during the Sangam Age

Among the fine arts, painting qu greatly developed. The walls of the houses of the rich
people and COUf'tCSﬂl?S were painted with appropriate colours. In the theatre. screens
were painted with suitable scenes. There was a treatise on painting, which el;boratel
dealt with the different systems of painting of moving objects and st;tic objects. On ch
ceilings of houses and palaces, many objects and scenes were painted. |

Sculpture was a familiar plastic art to the Tamils. The material used by the sculptors
was of a perishable nature and hence there is no concrete evidence about the Sangam
sculptures.

Dance, drama and music were allied fine arts and they received princely
encouragement. They were developed to a rare degree. The art of dance had inasense
reached perfection in those days. Dance was performed by both men and women.
Tamil art influenced the foreigners also.

3.4.2 Economy

Agriculture was the main occupation in this Age. Rice was mostly grown by the people.
Some other crops grown included ragi, sugarcanc, cotton, pepper, ginger, turmeric and
different fruits. Handicrafts were famous during this Age which included making of
omaments such as beads, stones and ivory, metal works and carpentry, weaving, stones
and ivory. These products were in great Jemand as trade both internal and external was
flourishing well in the Sangam Age. Merchants carried the goods on carts and on animals
back and forth. However, internal trade was conducted through the barter system.

34.3 Polity

There are | kingdoms in the Sangam works, viz. the Cholas,
litenceso g pover M2 s added to their power and glory. The

Cheras and p o B "
: andyas. Their innumerable vass : 3. The
achievements of the kings were praised by the Poets ?nd many k;r:)d:cct)tfl‘ ;ﬁ})lztdisd;; d
ceends were associated with one another to prais their patrons W

i poemet e roingn govemos e s o e G LU
10 say which out of the three kingdoms mentionefi above wzlls3 é e )
Presumed that their origin was not later than the third century B&- ot fu
! The Cheras: The earliest Chera kKing about whom W h}?‘:ﬁea?rien:ldoing parties at
4an Cheralathan, 1t is said that he fed sumptuously bot

i d’. The view of P. T.
 "MWkshetra and won the nickname of <Udayan of the Big Fee

. he dead heroes in
fin , . tion for Sraddha forf :
wasa-lyengar is that this refers tg tfpz r(;eltizriz:pital city of Vanchi, which has been
T

Mahabharata war, Udayan rule © i to have defeated Satakarni II,
Ously identified. He was a great warrior and 15 581

Var

The Vedic Age and
Sangam Age

NOTES

Check Your Progress
7. Fill in the blanks.

(a)

(®)

The earliest
Chera king
about whom we
have any
information was

There were a
number of local
chieftains who
played a vital
role in the
history of the

Tamils.

8. State whether True

or

False.

(a) The origin of

the Cholas is
certain.

(b) By about the

fifth century
AD, the
Sangam glory
disappeared.
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e Vedic Age and
iangam Age

NOTES

Check Your Progress

9. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The
literature
provides us
useful
knowledge
conceming the
history of the
far South till
the third
century AD.

(b) The ruling class
had virtually
acjuired the
status of the

10. State whether True
or False.

(a) The people in
the far South
accepted the
Vedic religion
of the Aryans.

(b) Jainism and
Buddhism were
not ac:epted by
the people n
the far South.

Self-Instructional
(0] Marerial

Nedum Cheralathan was the successor of U ilff:(lllllll :r\g/((')ll: ::/v}lll :fu;tc(;?,l? Qg(?in“
as SSCSS I ’

a local chicflain on 111‘:‘ 1‘:11'2:‘1}&:’::‘ L;lt:p Oon‘ they were released fora large m"s(,l,hc
XAV, and‘ lmplf l.bon%: uelled the valour of Northern kings up tothe H mu]uynn Iegioy.
Nedll‘_“ ‘? :}l;)l El_“ ;“;;er}uﬂr is that Nedum might have marched a few nu!cs n(nl'lh O,
”(riltlchr\::‘;:i\nudo.m, possibl;’ up to the Konun. l-lowcv.cr. gl's dCOl]l: tblz::](’(u;qu: ::;btg,::“?.lmhu
skies by gu)'ing that he conquered Northern lndm'. .‘(. lll]lqd e ooy if:“LS ang
performed many sacrifices. This shows that BI'-Ilhl'ndlllbm. { T Ueng
in the Chera kingdom. Nedum assumed many h.|gl1-sound.1ng title oy (,,”bla”

i fmng is as high as the sky). These high-sounding lltle§ are really m'”c_adlng
e o theton “this king was 1l Nedum was killed ina duel with
because the territory of this king was a small one. "
Chola king Virarkilli. |
Nedum Cheralathan had many sons from many wiv.es. His two sons ﬁqm his
Chola wife were Senguttuvan and Ilango Adigal. [langa Adlga! becarfie an ascetic ang
;mmortalized his brother Senguttuvan through the epic poem Silapadikaram.

Cheran Senguttuvan alias Kadalpirakottiya Chenkuttuvan was probabl}'/ the greates;
Chera king of the Sangam age. His achievements have been descr_xbed by his court poey
Paranar. He might have emulated Parasurama tradition of throwing a weap.on into the
sea. Chenkuttuvan made a journey to the Himalayas to bring a stone for making the ido|
of Kannaki. However, this does not mean that he led an expedition to the North asa
conqueror to prove his martial valour and prowess. Chenkuttuvan reached the Northem
hills, cut a piece of rock and left a mark on a stone. He consecrated a temple for
Kannaki and on that occasion Gajabahu, King of Ceylon, and a prince of Malwa were
present among the high dignitaries.

The history of the Cheras after the death of Cheran Chenkuttuvan is not eventfil.

Various petty kings ruled the country one after the other. Slowly and steadily, the Chera
kingdom disappeared from the scene of history.

2. The Cholas: The origin of the Cholas is not certain. Tradition connects them with
the Manu of the Puranas. The first Chola king was one Uruvappahrer [lam Setsenn,

who ruled from Uraiyur (Urandai). He possessed ‘many beautiful chariots’ and had
fabulous wealth.

The greatest Chola king of the Sangam age was Karikala Chola. He was the
posthumous son of Uruvappahrer Ilanjetchenni, The early life of this ruler was not
happy. An attempt was made by the relatives of his father to snatch the throne. He was

E’np risoned but he came out of it by sheer good luck. The author of Vattinapalai describes
ow Karikala re-established himself on the throne. Karikala was the victor of many

baglésl. In the first Ba_ttle of Venni near Tanjor, Karikala defeated the kings of Pandyas
?}?e . 1teras and thl?ll‘ Innumerable vassals. A potter woman of Venni sang songs about
v1c' ory of Kfmkala. The second Battle of Venni made Karikala the master of

Karikala shifted his capital from Urai
a ' '
because he wanted to control his possessio oo A ) e

ns bym >
could better encourage foreign trade fro Y means of naval power, and becaus€ he

" that‘ Place. A beautifu] picture of the n¢¥
of Pattinapalal. 1t i said that the city was wih
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rong walls in which was placed the Goddess
‘:,‘-hid_1 a tiger-crest was carved. Brahmanjc,
¥ He was also a patron of literature,

reigl- _
Itis said that as Karikala had no enemje he |
prella and proceeded to the North up (o the fo, thills
: : - - ; of the Hj : ;
Geshadri Sastrl 1S ﬂlfltthKa“kﬂla ruled dunng the early second ceer:n}uI H??;yag, £ o af N
1, Iyengar s that ‘the most probable period when 1y. The suggestion of P,

o Karikala flourished w
turthand the beginning of the fifth century, the central year of MSSrei:;\s:ig .and ffg(t)h g

There is not much to write about the later histo
was plunged into chaos and confusion. Karikala h?dotiieihnzla; ];helk(?ﬁda s
| : - Nalankilli rul
Uraiyur af]d Mavalattan ruled from Kaveripattanam. I due course, the s;cl-gez(siot;r: ronf
Nalankilli an.d Mavalattan became deadly enemies. They fought to the finish in the
pattle of Kariyaara. However, the Chola family survived for overa century with various
ups and downs.

3, The Pandyas: The Pandyas of Madurai had an ancient past. Many Pandya rulers
seem to be mythical heroes. Palyagasalai Mudukudumi Peruvaludi was the earliest known
Pandya king who ruled from Madurai. He was a follower of the Vedic religion. He
constructed many sacrificial altars. It appears that he was a heroic soldier whose fame
spread to the North. He might have defeated some petty rival tribes but his achievements
were glorified by the court poets. It is said that he yoked his enemies to a plough and
ploughed the streets.

Aryappadaikadanda was the fourth king after Palyagasalai Mudukudumi
Peruvaludi. His name is mentioned in the Silapadikaram. He is said to have defeated
the Aryan kings of the North. That is why he was given the title of Aryappadaikadanda,
which means *he who conquered the Aryan soldiers.” His achievements are recorded in
the Maduraikkanji. 1t is said that he died broken-hearted when he learnt that he had
unknowingly ordered the execution of an innocent person. He was succeeded by his
brother.

of victory, It

as fumj :
I sacrifi farnished with a door

: on F'
Ces were encouraged during

his

The greatest Pandya king of the Sangam age was Nedunjeliyan of
Talniyala"gmmm. He was the hero or the Madurai Kanchi, the long.cst of the Ten Idylls.
Atthe time of his accession, he was a young man and the neighbou.nng Chera and'Choﬁ
kings declared war on him. However, he met the combined armies of the Cheras an

Cholas i et i m lanoanam and defeated them. The Chera king was
olas in the historic field of Talaiyalanganam an patronizcd by hi, wrote

¢ptured and thrown into a dungeon. Mangudi Marudan, ap octf J pave advice to the
the Madturaikkanji in which he described the city of Madure! 28 it

I8 (0 give up martial activity and become peace- 1O, e et f could compete
PWOn ofart and literature. The city of M adurai was beautified s0 ‘cd e i
With the important capitals of the North. Foreign trade was encourageas

Was p spends.
mproved. He became the hero of many leg K adalul Maintha Ukkirap
o, age \\’HS ade
¢ Sangam dag¢ Marban, the ruler of

feated Vengai i
d:-p';mry of the great Chola Perunarkilli,

cwy;:;.last great Pandyan kin'g 0";(:':)“ He
iy Kl. l'lc u:us a poet and J‘P" = ol
, ovil, a forest fortress. He wasa¢
“Performed the imperial sacrifice.
pandyas.

as Pari who ruled over the

among the patrons of those times.
" The three crowned monarchs

‘ . ¢ greatest W
Pa m:,\mung!hc feudatories of the the
Hig e 40 i reckoned by tradition @8 BEC L iy i by storm
hcé pmm"“gf-‘ of Kapilar, the great poet. 1S ptr)O when they could not take it by storm,

ame 50 Y s Parambu. . Self-Instr
‘hcy ; Jealous of Pari and invaded h's P_ ly killed him. u,;,.~r':;f

“lled him 10 4 conference and reacherou>=

rou
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The Fodic ARC amid

Sangam Age

NOTES

Check Your Progress

11. Fill in the blanks.

(a) Tolkappiyam is
the oldest Tamil
grammar
written by

(b) was
a familiar
plastic art to the
Tamils.

12. State whether True

or False,

(8) The Tamil
society of the
Sangam age
was an
advanced ang
civilized
society,

(b) Among the fine
4TS, painting
Was grealy
dcvelnpcd
during the
Sangam age.

S"‘I/-lnnru‘-
lungl
70 U;l{i’rln/

ains who played a vital role in the hi&t()n

h -y ng s ). T
t . the Cheras. Cholas and [ andy,, "
[ =

Iy

" ~f ] C]]]L“i

er nt IOLLl
were a numb : o
There 1 glory disappeai ed. Uy

. .
(& 18 ¢ . hL ll (2 l ' ’

ACTIVITY |

o information about the Sang;lm

local

- ot library and try 10 fih |
Visit the nearest library y s, Which one would you prefer 1o reaq

Make a list of eminent 1eX

literature.
and why? —
—
3.5 SUMMARY S

In this unit, you have lcarnt that: o -
« The only source of Vedic culture is the Vedic literature. Thfa Vsdnc literany,
includcs- the four Vedas also called Samhitas (namely the Rig Veda, the San
Veda. the Yajur Veda and the Atharva Veda and the Brahmanas, the Aranyqj,

and the Upanishads.

e The Rig Vedic period came to an end in 1000 BC. The period from 1080-600 B¢
is known as the later Vedic period.

e The later Vedic period is generally considered to have commen_ceq f_rqm _th
begmning of the first millennium BC. The core region of the Vedic civilizatio
now became the area of western UP, which, according to the literary texts, wa
now under the control of the Kuru-Panchalas.

¢ Itis difficult to determine the chronology of the works of the Sangam age. Modem
writers have dismissed the first two Sangams as pure myths,

The Sangam literature provides sufficient proofthat cultures of the South and th:
North were fairly integrated in the far South. The caste system was not fully

accepted and social divisions were primarily based on the basis of differen
professions of the individuals.

The V'iew of Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri is that the Sangam literature, whic
combines idealism with realism and classic grace with indigenous industm

and strength, is rightly regarded as constituting the Augustan age of Tanl
literature. N

3.6 KEY TERMS

/
Vedic literature: The four Vedas i

- s(orS
Veda and the Athary b

s) namely the Rj Veda, the Yaju!
/a Veda and the Bha . ; .
Upanishads.

manas, the Aranyakas and I°

* Rashtra: The state of tribal kingdom.

* Rajan: head of the sta
to Samrar.,

* Kula: Grou
Kulapa, Ku

te or the king. In Jater days the CXpression was chaﬂ‘_lcLl

p of families living in the

: village. The head of ke
]pan or G”Uhpali_ g he head of'the

; ol
family was call*
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Voluntary offerings made to the god or a prince, it was a rudi t
y as ¢ imentary

, Bali: YO© % ol
ization of collecting tributes or taxes.

g m‘gﬂﬂ
, Later vedic period: The period from 1080-600 BC,

, Sangam Age: The period between 500 BC and AD 300,
, Murugana: The popular deity of the South.

. Tolkappiyam: The oldest treatise on Tamil grammar written by Tolkappiyar.

e s
17 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’
b

1. (8) Literature (b) hymns

2. (a) True (b) True

3. (a) Ashrams (b) Later Vedic age

4, (a) False (b) True

5, (a) Territorial element (b) Abhisheka
6. (a) True (b) False

7. (a) Udayan Cheralathan (b) Sangam
8. (a) False (b) True

9. (a) Sangam (b) Kshatriyas

10. (a) True (b) False

I1. (a) Tolkappiyar (b) Sculpture

12. (a) True (b) True

—

38 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

l. What is Sangam age?

2. Name the main four South kingdoms which form
Elaborate on their territories.

3 Who were the important southern rulers, who are said t
mark on the regional history of that time?

4. s :
What were the religious conditions during the Sangam 25
olerant?

he basis of this literature.
o have left an indelible

¢? Was the atmosphre

Long.
E"Answer Questions
the Early Vedic Age.

. : L s
Explain the politcal, social, military position Of pE—
- Write apy essay on Sangam literature covering cvery aspect of this [Herary PrESE: -
T g ang age.
D‘SCuss the development of education and fine arts during the Sangam ag
- Exp lain the position of women in the Later Vedic A-ge- : hy in both the
o, Elﬂborate upOﬂ Lhe VedlC l“erat-ure "_]_nd ltS l'eliglOUS PhllOSOP ]y

Carly .
ly and later Vedic ages.
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40 INTROCDUCTION

SENT

Inthis unit, you will learn about the use of iron technology and the practice of agr.iculture
the various time periods. The unit also delves in detail on Jainism and Buddhism.

The sixth century BC witnessed a great religious upheaval in the history of Ipdla.
: t.hat time, a number of weaknesses and shortcomings had crept in the tr'ac'htlonal
“dic religion due to which there arose a discontent against it. The_ Vedic religion had
“come quite ritualistic and the caste system had become predominant. It was an age

W :

izn the people were disgusted with old philosophical dogmas and thus started working
Wa t0save the society and culture from these evils. At that time, the Sanskrit langu;%e
X beyond the comprehension of the layman. Then, Buddhism and Jainism tried o

Clean ¢ ) ; ddhism and
i he SOcClety and religion by introducing a number of reforms. Both Bu

: : e Tont
. pe irituali st inequality and injustice mete
MNthe Socje ached pure spiritualism and stood against inéq ty

ang 4 - These new philosophies rejected the authority of the Ve.das ar}llc'ieza::,:fz,:,e];
o eedthe ritualistic form of the Vedic religion. These new philosophi

Simp); th

g o i el i ed
. a

Buddhae Of Sanskrit over religion. These philosophers were

r of anew
Moyeqy.. € former was the founder of Jainism and the latter was th;fe(:;zgt? Hinduism
“Mealled Buddhism. Both of them started as reformation move
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nd and drew their inspiration from the Upanishads and olhe.r V.edic ]i;eratgre. The Broy,, |
i of these religious movements encouraged independent thinking an _CnﬂChed the ; j[h 4
philosophy. Jainism and Buddhism represent a remarkable phase in the religioy a:? f
cultural development of India. |

— |
TN

4.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Analyse the use of iron technology in the various time periods
e Discuss the practice of agriculture in different time periods
o State the emergence of new classes
e Explain the rise, spread and fall of Jainism

e Describe the rise, spread and fall of Buddhism

4.2 USE OFIRON TECHNOLOGY IN POST-VEDIC AGE.

—

We will analyse the use of iron technology in ancient Indian history.
4.2.1 Use of Iron Technology in Post-Vedic Age

I. The Mauryan Period: The Black and Red Ware Culture was another early |
Iron Age archaeological culture of the northern Indian subcontinent. Broadly
speaking, it spans from twelfth to ninth centuries BC, and is related to the post- |
Rigvedic civilization. It stretched from the upper Gangetic plain in Uttar Pradesh |
to the eastern Vindhya Range and West Bengal. ’

The Mauryan Empire was a huge Iron Age empire marked by the rule of the
Mauryan dynasty in India that flourished from 321 to 185 BC. According to |
archaeological sources, the period of the Mauryan rule in South Asia falls into the
era of Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW). The Arthashastra and the edicts
of Ashoka are the most important written sources of the Mauryan times. The
chief contribution to the development of technology was, probably, made in the
field of metallurgy and metal working. The shifting of the seat of power fromthe |
nprth-west toMagadha, was mainly due to the increasing demand for iron, copper |
tin, lead and other metals. The metals were needed for making weapons and
ploughshares, the two essential pillars of the Mauryan state as well asfor

manufacturing other goods of trade, There are careful, though brief, descriptions |
in the Arthashastra for reducing and smelting ores. ,

il' .
B onores from different parts of the emp;
al :
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making alloy steels. Swords made from (hese alloys w
including Grecece.

The Ar,hm/m,s.’ ra clearly specifies the different roles th
et Vi |)'r()(|u‘cc and the director of' mining |
of metals Was "CSPO'Iflhlc "or establishing manufacturing
of different metals. The director of mines had (o inspcc’l
tion ol counterfeit coins in the Arthashastra,

ere sold in many countries
ad ]

at the director of metals,
1aveto play, The director
plants for the production
the mines. There is also
amen
5 The Gupta Period and Later Periods: [ron technology reached new heigh
| ofexcellence during the Gupta period (third to sixth centuries /\D)L'l'h -c'g t%
famous example of the status of Indian technological excellence in th: p'l:l IT:;;l
magnificent Delhiiron pillar (24 feet high), weighing seven tons. This irhn -illa‘;
remains an object of technological curiosity even today, and is bclicvcd r1)0 be
constructed in the fourth century AD. It is asserted that this pillar has been
constructed by assembling together a host of disc-shaped iron blooms. Not only
the dimensions, but the fact that the Iron Pillar is completely resistant to corrosion
is the most remarkable characteristic of this pillar. This must have been made
possible by the high purity of the wrought iron and the phosphorus content, and
the distribution of slag. Professor Balasubramaniam (Bala), a well-known
metallurgist from IIT Kanpur, in his book Marvels of Indian Iron through the
Ages, has documented the marvellous creations of the Indian craftsmen, the
massive iron pillars, beams and canons produced in different parts of India by
forge-welding the lumps of heated iron. The fact that these massive iron objects
have not corroded even after more than two thousand years has also been explained
interms of contemporary scientific understanding by Bala in his book. Processes
suchas rapid cooling, carbon alloying, quenching, tempering, hardening and forge
welding were known to them. Large lead baths were being used to achieve uniform
heating of a bundle of wrought iron bars to the forging temperature.

The famous Iron Pillar in Delhi was set up by the ironsmiths in India in the Gupta
Period in a place called Udaygiri néar Vidisha and Sanchi around AD 400. It was later
moved to Delhi by Tltumish in AD 1233. The excellent corrosion resistance of the. lfon
Pillrs attributed to the presence of phosphorous (using high phosphorous containing
"onores) in the reduced iron. A similar technology was used to produce an even.longer
Plar (13 metres) lying in three broken pieces in front of the Lal Masjid in Dhaf, snuate.d
@ Indore in Madhya Pradesh. Dhar was the capital of Malwa founded by King Bhoja
(AI-) 10101 053). Archaeological study indicates that the Dhar pillar was also erecte'd

18 the Gupta period. Another famous iron pillar at the Mookambika tempI.e in
b;drichal_‘i hill, located in a town near Mangalore, also belongs to the same era. The iron

*Vingin the Surya temple at Konark are of even larger dimensions.

These iron 1 of the famous temples

4 Bhy hase iron beams were used to support the roof stones beams were being

Aneswar as well as Puri. In fact, these non-corroding iron £ cams | tlﬁrtcentfl
e.xtensiVe]y in building temples in Orissa dating back to the sixth an

CSAD,

22
1 ron Smelting in India
.ron.

1S an 1
Itop o, OPOrtant metal that influenced the progress

15,000
oy itic i " 1< been used for over atleasts.
Yearg, tered by man was meteoritic iron, and 1t htzlosthe e —— ko bee

Meary * ron implements and weapons belonging . Is f
¢ : ~ iy . tural implements, tools Tor
At Adittanathur in Tamil Nadu comprising of agricultural (P

of civilization in India. The early
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(third century BC), @ preal authority o cdica Seleng,
ushruta ( fferent surgical nstruments, Ty,
ancient India, described in his book a hundred different Surg ther

reference in the Satapatha Brahmana of the sn'lcllmgz ul -n:::: il] ?:Ll |(|}ZL(.,,-ICI:L,:: I,(;"f oy,
(6.71) draws the following analogy: ‘For as the Ill'lpllll!llt...\( o . ! ”"H\‘,”' Itdlff' i,
blast (of a furnace), are consumed, even so the taints of the organs arc desrg,,
through the suppression of the breath.” =

by tribal artisans in various parts 'ol .l ndia dateg bag
| artisans such as Asur, Charas, Birziya, Ag“’?‘“ﬁ.czc‘
fabrication in the village and town and catereg t.,
ds in vivid descriptions of sworg,

black smiths elc., Sushruta m

The history of iron making
from 1300 to 1200 BC. These triba
carned their livelihood by steel scrap
the local needs. The ancient Indian literature aboun
spears and other stcel weapons.

When scientists studied the excavated materials, which were as old as 1000 BC
at Komaranhalli (Karnataka), they found out that the smiths were capable of dealing
with huge artefacts. This implies that experiments had been conduc?cd for centuries,
which directed attention to the presence of iron in Chalcolithic deposits at Ahar. It als
suggests that ‘the date of the beginning of iron smelting in India may well be placed a
carly as the sixteenth century BC’, and that ‘by about the early decade of thirteenth
century BC iron smelting was definitcly known in India on a bigger scale.’

4.2.3 Ancient Processes of Iron Making

The extraction of iron has been carried out with the help of direct reduction method
since a long time. Iron lumps were the primary ingredient in preparing iron objects. The
melting point of iron is 1540°C, and the ancient Indian furnaces could neither withstand
nor attain this high temperature. The written records of this time discuss the differen!
factors relating to the building and working of the ancient Indian iron furnaces (referred
to as bloomery furnaces since the final product was an iron bloom). The ironsmiths
extracted iron from iron ores. The ore that was to be extracted was determined by the
end application. The ores broke when they were pre-heated; the remaining dust was
scpurult?d by washing or by wind. The pre-heated iron ore and charcoal were chargedin
u:t(c;'(nmlmg laygrs, the furnace ignited _and slqwly heated to the reduction temperatur
( ?0 to 1200°C). The records describe various designs of iron extraction furnaces.
Their heights ranged from 5 to 20 feet.

Primitive Furnaces

The ancient processes used two differ c
. $5€8 U ent types of furnaces i i ore
different in their physical forms, However, for their Peeseion AL

the procedu : b
. re . it o
One kind of furnace was a shaft furnace for operation was quite simila”

that was pla ) >
was partly underground, and wag constructed Ovcr; ced underground, while anothe”
$ arectangular pit. Thes nces

. These furnact

were as tall as 30 inches, with ¢
- Lhi‘:n m”d‘\.l,jh() '"‘!!"'Sa with concave while the cylindrical f; I p
as camneys. These furnaces were bl w1 cal furnace shafis rise U
ore and charcoal was fe n(;: WICYL ol Ordindzy clay. The charge C;nl rising of 1ro
furnace made ; 0the shafis. Figure 4. 1 illustrates a primiti PrAmB S it
bott ade of ordinary clay and bricks, 4 d ' o primitive iron mekiS
om. One clay pipe wyg inserted thr l :ld. ome Shflp ed structure with a concaY®
OuEh a parabolic opening in the bottom of th

furnace whj

‘hich acted ag !

. Satuyere. The onen:

- was then luted with clay, y he opening through which the tuyere was introduce?

base,
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Circular
Clay Bricks

)

Cincler
Fig. 4.1 Ancient Indian Iron Furnace

Another primitive iron making furnace compri
The air blast from bamboo pipes entered throughpthzefusgrtgse t;g(itegf e;?ztaed bﬁllows.
wall existed around the tuyeres. Air was introduced into the fu;nace wIi)th artyuc ariﬁjl
was operated using feet, with a foot on either of these bellows and a stick to s};err\?e th;
dual purpose of support. For manoeuvring the solid charge on top of the furnace, the
operator made a walking action ina standing position. Air was let intoa wooden chan,lber
during the upward movement and forced through hollow bamboo pipes by pressing the
goat skin cover during the downward movement of his feet. The goat skin cover was
regularly wetted with water for effective scaling of the air-entry hole by the sole of
the foot. The bamboo pipes blew the air into the mouth of the tuyere and a considerable
amount of additional air was dragged in from the surroundings due to the force of the

blow.
A critical analysis of ancient iron making pr
Inspite of the very disturbing colonial intervention, SO

as the Agariyas of Mandala, Rajnadgaon and Bilaspur di

still practising the indigenous way of iron making. The A
Bihar is also practising indigenous Way of iron making. Most of the Indian iron smelting

ﬂuﬁaces used wood and charcoal at various places in India such as M.P,, Bihar, U.P,,
Raja§than and Southern regions. The artisans had their own judgment of temperature
required in furnace, slag out timing, iron ore reduction, quality of charcoal, etc. Though

lhe o . . . g
traditional processes were scientifi d reprodumblllty were poor.

c; still, the yield an
N DIFFERENT TIME

43 SETTLED AGRICULTURE]

__PERIODS

Le . . .
flus go through the various modes of gricu]ture practlced in different time periods.

zation

ocesses

me of our tribal communities such
strict of Madhya Pradesh are
sur tribe of Santhal Pargana,

L Agp:
Briculture in the Indus Valley Civili

Tlle l

n ) < ) = . e .

ajor dpb Valley Civilization, originating som (

Him C lty areas along the river valleys of the Indus, Ravi, zcthn s
ten g Yan mountains in modern pakistan and North-east In ;form
_ura‘;;i\i’@ral excavations which have une - ant infor
“raPpancivilization, sti 1 have .

. Pt much that 1> % ion. and all we are

ll_) a . ‘

; mg . ; : ; on,

Pecy |y ajor lack of information about this civilizat
dllons,

300 BC, developed in two
d Sutlej, just beneath the
n though there have

etime around 2
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Social Chunge and
Religious Dissent

NOTES

Check Your Progress

1. Fill in the blanks.

(a) is an
important metal
that influenced
the progress of
civilization in
India.

(b) The extraction
of iron has been
carried out with
the help of

since a long

time.

2. State whether True
or False.

(a) The Black and
Red Ware
Culture was
another early
Iron Age
archacological
culture of the
northern Indian
subcontinent.

(b) The ancienl
processes of
iron making
used two
different types
of furnaces for
their operation
that were
different in their
physical forms.

|
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- > in the Indus Valley Civili,,
y{ the view that agriculturc n
istorians are ¢
Most historians

tl()n
1 l i IHCCI th nCCdS “l‘ d hllgC I]llmbcl ()1 lhc u
18¢ 1t coulc

rb{]n
- ic c lays ag
s quite productive because! as notalways agriculture. Agnull.lu.n .ys.d Slron
was ll tion whose main occupation Was hicﬂ;’ made possible byeflicient ITIZation,
popuiatia e arstioation, which was © ‘ toation was de -y
) it . civilization, . _ “ivilization was dependen,
foundation for this ¢t il. The survival of the Indus VzllleU"l"l" been unable rOn
R ertle soil. S i R L S P ave bee c 0
facilities nndnttrgkl (t‘ rtile soil found on its banks. Historians ha hat g lmd
- s and the te S : ? PR 2y arc sure Icultyy
the river Indus ar { of cultivation during this period, but lh&,ye‘ i ¢
out the prevalent method ¢ ine lifc of people. The samples of wheatand barley (y,
- aior part of the routine life of people. ictics are still cultivyg
did form a majarpe ild varictics. The fact is that these varietics a aleq
have been found are not wlld‘\ arieties.
~ aqa\V
in several parts of North [ndia today.

X e oi Jalley were dry. Agricultyre
The parts where agriculturc.ﬂouln‘shcc{. 112 (;h:n]g(tllllllsls\. ?lit?nhabilal:{s felt no neeg
was n(jt dcvellopt‘c}l3 co?(;glctlilc\m cin\rf:;i :1‘1;0 E;le di'd not have technology for E};:armg ou
0 detorc_smf l(:ln t.hetf:)res;: and so, they used bronze or stone implementifolllr t PUII'POSC-
— ek as not practised by them, and neither did the)( have the ea;y p ougl;.
Cana‘l . “' wheat, six-row barley, melon seeds, oil crops like sesame an mu;tar !
o L g“?‘; ed d;tes ‘have been found in the excavation qf the Yalley): As far as
and datels (p?me :Ollcenled field pea was the chief source. It will be interesting to note
o ;\ ert traces of co;ton in the world have been found in the Indus Valley. It can
e eflr lflsthat cotton seeds were planted before the coming of the ﬂogd, anq cotton
ltfussp:rcoli\::'as harvested after the retreat of the flood. There arednot sEfﬁmer;t ev;;iterrllfgj
- S i also have been cultivated on the west coast.
to support this staterr}te)n:s l;ultlrrf: SZ)%OH of what they grew to the public gran.aries. At
fmErsioacin Conm- v . i i bove a lower spot intended
: jo-Daro site, there was a high loading platform above | p
the Mahenjo ‘ d to unload their contribution to the granary. It
for carts where the farmers were supposed to e Ee i
is assumed that this cart was small and power‘ed by an ox or bullock, simi a.r .
used in the area today. Excavators have found tiny terracotta modeils of bull driven ca
from the Mohenjo-Daro site. It seems that these models have survived Fhe tests of time,
and have hardly changed over the course of 4,000 years. The unloading of carts was
carried out at the central granary where each farmer was supposed to give away a part
of their crops. These granaries were the equivalents of the state banks in today’s times.
2. Agriculture in the Rigvedic, Vedic and Post-Vedic Period

, Who wrote ec

y developed by this period. N,
scholar, has supported this view by

Rigvedic Aryan wag krishti. The m
Therefore, they prayed a lot for raj
But some historians do not abid

C. Bandhopadhyaya, a notable
presenting the fact that the plural word used for
ain occupation of the Rj

storage of grains i large
the natives of India. How
society. Farming and ap;
Rigveda describes the

]

CVer, it is clear that they formed g Syste
mal-breeding were the ¢

matic and organizcd
. hief vocations
M as chiefly farmers

of these people. The
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The use of the word ksherra, meaning field. in the Rigved

(hat different kinds of fields were to be found in (he ArvEnEn
stands for agricultural land. The meaning of the term by
eSpecial]y the‘Atharvavc?da. Predominantly. the fields
agricultural (@pnaswati or productive land), and non-agricultural (artana or no N
roductive Jand). The Rigveda indicates that generally, the fields were new. This SimﬁﬁI;; N
that the fields that were used for farming were owned by individuals. . o

The Vedic literature offers very little information regarding the economic system
of the villages. There is no evidence to suggest that the system of collective rigl{t over
Jand existed in this period. However, the notion of personal rights was not unheard of.
This meant that the land belonged to a whole family, and not to single individuals. Even
then, we can find references to ‘persons, having ambition to rule the village’ (gram-
kam) in the later Samhita. This points to the fact that the king gave away the right to
govern villages to people with whom he was pleased. The later Vedic period saw an
overall development of the practice of farming, and many evidences and references
have been made on these directions in different texts.

a1s evident of the fact
an society. At several places, if
¢comes clear in the later Vedas.
could be divided into two kinds:

Beden Pavel, the author of Indian Village Community, opines that this thought
took shape in the later times, and the king began to be regarded as the lord of the land.
Another common perception during this time was that the people, who seized the land,
were known as zamindars (landowners). But we find no references of this in the Vedic
literature.

Agriculture was the primary occupation during the age of Brahmanas. The
Shatapatha Brahmana mentions the different agricultural operations, such as ploughing,
tilling, sowing, reaping, threshing, etc.

During the Vedic times, people were not attached to any particular geographical
region as they led a nomadic life wandering in search of food from one place to another.
Their affiliation was only towards the tribe which was a collection of people staying
together to affect a communal living. With the passage of time, people developed ways
and means to earn a source of livelihood not only by depending on the forces of nature,
but by practicing agriculture and engaging themselves in the production of food. Each
group came to be distinctly recognized by the production of a certain type of crop. The
barter system among the various tribes for their living led them to have a newly acquired
need for a settled life, and familiarizing themselves with the surrounding landscape. This
Was the time when they learnt to call a particular surrounding as their own. This
geographical space was separated from those of the other communities (Jana/)adqs).
Who might be friendly or hostile to them. These Janapadas characterized by cohesion
inside and separation from the outside world, proved to be a seminal development in
ancient India, These units or Janapadas became the centres for thc' development of
homogenous language, customs and beliefs. From sixth century BC, villages. towns and
cilies were the units where people lived in a Janapada. [t was at this time that th!: kings
and monarchs emerged on the stage of history. This was also the age of intense
ph”“““l’himl speculation. Buddhism, Jainism and many other heterodox sects emerged
d“fing this period. We find information about the Janapadas and the Muhajanupz,dus
fom some Vedic and Buddhist texts. These texts have clear }'cfcrcnccs'l() various
"egions ang geographical divisions. Excavations at Hastinapur, Ahichchatra, Kaushambi,
-fllilini, Sru\'us.;i. and Vaishali suggest prosperous ugngullurul sclllcnwnvl_s u}n‘d':mx, na

he tontemporary texts also indicate changes n s‘oqcly and cu.‘m.mr?]y \\ ]IIL ] .“.UL]
luklng place na .“L'”'dL'['lncd gcugruphiuﬂ space. w,m' progress In dgl’lf_u lL:I:L .u.\?
SCttlemen hy 500 BC, the Janapadas became d common feature. Around 450 BC, over

Selt-Tnyiru
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forty Janapadas covering even Afghanistan and south-castern Central Asia arc mentione,
by Panini. However, the major part of southern India was excluded. Pali texts show thy,
these Janapadas or small principalities grew into Mahajanapadas, that 1s, '“rgc_ States.
These texts mention sixteen of them. The literature pelonging to our per iod of intereg
refers to various kinds of units of settlements s Mahajanapadas J ‘"mp‘l’(j“s: Nagar,
Nigama, Grama, etc. Janapada literally means the place where lh]c yPCOP L Plidce. thei;
feet. In the early Vedic times, the members of jana Were pastord UEUPS roaming i
search of pastures. In the later Vedic phase, the members of jana too tlleﬂg'Zlcu]lurc‘
and began to lead a settled life. These agricultural settlements Cilmlz l0 ; e ?.OW", as
Janapadas. Initially, these settlements were named after the dominant Ks ml riya lincages
settled in that area. The Kuru and Panchal Janapadas located around De hi and upper
UP were named after their Kshatriya lineages. With the usé of plough.shares.and the
introduction of iron, people decided to settle down in one plz}ce and pra.CtlSG agl’lcullyre,
The agriculturist could now clear the forestland, and make it arable with the use of iron
tools and implements. The Middle Gangetic valley, i.e., thearea east ofAllahal?ad came
to be recognized as best suited for wet rice cultivation. The agrlcultural expansion led to
the growth of population. Agricultural surplus was made available. Cattle were no more
considered as a major strength of wealth. Money economy had surpassed the barter
system. This led to the chiefs of the lineages constantly at war with each other either to
show their might or to surpass each other in financial strength. Through the process of
agricultural expansion, war and conquest, the Vedic tribes had come in closer contact
with each other and with the non-Aryan population. This, in fact, led to the formation of

large territorial units.
3. Agriculture in the Mauryan Period

The Indian economy was by this time a settled agrarian economy. With agriculture being
ther‘backbone of the economy, it was quickly realized that land revenue was going tjo be
a major source-of income from the government. Land was subjected to regular.
assessments to determine its production capability, and an appropriate level of tax was
ot el neprissweraboleced uing st misof cimies ol
: ‘ ] venue tax system. This entire system was
the creation of Kautilya, the prime minister of Chandra ¢
development of a taxation system, the gavérnment now h: dgupta Maurya. With h¢
the kingdom. For instance, i the field of agricultur T VB
Irrigation became an important part of the Indian aeri ¢, lgrea.t advancements were made-
Maurya built a dam across the river Girnar. cr ] ture: A govemor of Chandragup!?
thsgemmemmelingreRion: Reoords indicate th eating a large lake which supplied water t0
hundred years after it was built. The nat the dan.1 was maintained for almost eight
;xllltfgeang situation. Although it'was t;ittr?gg up Of l.mgation projects brought up an
projects, the development gave the gssgfns;:;hty of the government to develop
nt more control over an agrarial.

cconomy. The governm :
king owned th Fake Iso introduced the conce

: € land and his subjects were emIJlo)'f:I()itI(‘Z)frs'[ta et where [
its culti
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.. The state provided them the mopey,

05 OX and ge
P“‘p] them. When the harvest was ready, 3¢

the Shudr.

C' P -
d. and also collected Jess tax

frof back. Therefore, there w . oras used 1o retury (he

y thcrr,_\5011rccs » INCTe Was much INCrease in the aori ult the money and
. agric al Brodinetio:

i \griculture In the Post-Mauryan Perjoq ural productivity,

\griculture in the post-Mauryan Dcr'iod saw the exte
;t:le had less Fontrol over the agricultural sector. According to Mt

orson who brings the l‘_‘hd under use is known s the owner ol'thc‘ land : l\’['){-mhl'h e
Vanu, jand belongs to him \}’ho cl.cars it first. Divvavadana refers to i‘ndi;';d.ml);d v
working hard and engaged_ in agriculture, It is presumed that the private m:n ";mm
nd was accepted by ?lllS time. The power of gift, saleara mortgage ;rc (lu:nrsrh = ol
of ownership. According to literary evidences, there prevailed lhl‘ right of '1licn('lnt]'mu;'
Jand tO individuals, and a number of inscriptions record gifts of land uivcln b ul-?\n]?
individuals. Theoretically, the state was the owner of everything situach on [m car(u:
which shows territorial sovereignty. Lands could be granted by the king to any person o;
orzanization. Initially, the administrative rights were first abandoned by the Satavahana
ruler Gautamiputra Satakarni. There were few grants that were meant to bring the
uncultivated land under cultivation.

nsi >area of cult
1on of the areg of cultivation. The

The state adopted measures at times in order to increase land productivity.
Kharavela in Kalinga extended an old canal, and Rudradaman repaired a large lake in
Saurashtra. It is believed that tanks were constructed by the Sakas and Kushana chiefs
innorth-western India.

Those who stole the agricultural tools would be punished by the king. Mutilation
was provided for selling false seeds, for taking out seeds already sownand for destroying
boundary marks. During the rule of Satavahana and Kushana, there was a land system
called akshayanivi. A Nasik inscription records the king giving away land according to
the akshayanivi. There has been no reference to middlemen in the agrarian system. No
grants of land have been the responsibility of administrative ot‘ﬁccr§. The assigpmcnt of
land is believed to be the responsibility of revenuc officials who are in charge ofone, ten,
twenty, a hundred, or a thousand villages. Agricultural revenue was collected by the
officials with the help of village headmen.
aried. The king could take as annual revenue
duce. In ancient India, one-sixth of

and the king was addressed to as
as imposed on agricultural land.

The revenue amount collected was v
one-sixth, one-eighth or one-twelfth part of the pro
the ¢rops was the rate of taxation for a long time,
Sadbhagip, Kara was probablya periodical tax that w
.ran‘bhaga was a gift consisting of fruits, flowers and roots.
> Agricultyre in the Gupta Period I
Agﬁculmre was not at all neglected during the Gupta p'Cl'l(.)fi mf blpl Lcoplc s
trade AgﬁCUImre boldiis gn?ﬁcant place in the CCOI‘]O!]’I.IC lifeo I 1‘2 lzi uring that time.

"Pta periog, Agriculture was the main occupation 9! thf: r;l:‘?::]l e praclesly

lzr:: Was no modern zamindari system like that Pl’iii‘i‘:jsig ]:, gg ;cr cent of the gross
Df0d:cnea:;i}?;a !:lmdlo;‘d ngt tiiulggt:::dtlcll]g: zll‘;'ery vnl.uublc Plccffv(i)lll :\J:)Lp;:":’“ l:':‘:)'l:
Coulq etmnsferrselda:;ly ilr]ith\:llc consent of the lb||f3“"':;‘ll{l;]%§::;:]bumbou. etc., were
clllti\'ealvelcllk':ge or town council. Pndd)'."" lrll:::-t“g-su ::l:ilifl;d from lhu-m’ﬂu”“cl:::ﬁ 0\:'::
of | Nthe cultivable lands. Land R‘\‘e [tivable Jand in various \ ||I-I_L‘IL_5'_hl + heir, OF
n.ﬂ:‘}:zis:atc alss q}l\,nc:l th;l:igu‘l’Lli ::I\c overa land i there was no ehgible it
Javavasru. 1'he stalc

Ow, Self-Inx

Marerta
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al Change and
gious Dissent

NOTES

if the land tax was not paid. The land actually remained as he
grantee. Though the king had direct control ov

Check Your Progress

3. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The Indian
economy in the
Mauryan period
was a settled

cconomy.

held a
significant place
in the economic
life of the
people during
the Gupia
period.

4 State whether True
or False.

(b)

(a) Agniculture was
developed
completely
during the Indus
Valley period.

(b) Agriculture in
the post-
Mauryan penod
saw the
extension of the
area of
cultivation.

p—

Self-Insiry, lional
Materiy)

42

redity to the family af th
er that land, the economic prosper,

: . and leisure to cultivate the finey ,
reached the Indian culture and gave people the time and 1€ he Tany
ation purposes for the Promotio

of life. The Gupta kings also took special care of irrigatio - ,
agricultural economy in the Gupta kingdom. Thus, during the Gupta period, trade
agriculture both had achieved a thriving pr.ospcrlly. w
people, thereby attaining material prosperity.

6. Agriculture in the Post-Gupta Period .
According to Kamandak (carlier part of eighth century), the pc'r‘son whol;? vﬁ/cll.-vcrscd
in canle-r:‘arinu, aericulture and trade can never be meagre. Thls., ShO\gS t ;1; d[:;Jr'I’Cl'Jllum
was considcrca tobe very important in that period alsq. The writers ';)m (rj ahld in 1fy;
ninth and tenth century have written that the land in India was very femh c,lz'm dth at fruits
and grains were grown in large amounts. In Abhidhan qunama/a. the lan 'as been
divided in the following way — urvara (fertile), usur (erm),' maru (desert), atyauttam
(mitrsa), etc. All this description shows that agricultural science was well-known apd
advanced by this time. The early medieval literature has-referen’ce of all those grains
that were used in the Gupta period. According to Medhatithi (82:" AI? to 900 AP), we
get reference of seventeen different types of grains in Smritis which -m(;luded rice and
barley. Medhitithi also clearly mentions about sugarcane. Apart from this, it also mentions
about camphor. In this period, fruits like grapes, orange, coconut, pomegranate, mango,
banana, were grown. Kalhan has written that grapes were grown in Kashmir. From the
writers of this period, it is known that rice was grown in a large amount, and that the rice
that was grown in Kalinga was so good that it was consumed even by the kings. Marco
Polo has written that ginger and cinnamon were grown in excess in this period. The
amount of development that took place can be judged by the fact that there have been
two books written, one in the mid of eleventh century AD named as Krishi Parashar
and the other in the twelfth century named Viikshayurveda that were totally based or
related to agriculture.

hich promoted economic life ofyy,

ACTIVITY

Prepare a briefreport on the history of agriculture in ancient India

44 RISE OF NEW CLASSES

During the Later Vedic period, the e
of:cup.ation became rigid and heredi
his skill or merit. Each caste had its
was forbidden. Brahmins occupied

arlier distinctions in society based on varna of
tary. A person’s birth became more important tha?
o?vn code of laws, and marriage outside the cast¢
avery high position in society as they were learned:

They alone could perform the ritya]

. r s and sacry
could advise the king. The common oS, Only the select few amongst ther?

people held them in high esteem.

of women also be .
2an to deterj R
Y werenot allowed to read v orete and they were thought to b¢

edic literature, Thejr main duty was 10

. The position
inferior to men. The
look after the hoyse

~ The family
his son. Women w

shows the Increasing pow

er of th : L
€Te generally given a lower € father who could even disinher!

Posttion. Although some women, theologian®

few quee -
. 1S participated in i -omen
ate to men; p rtuals, wome¢
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e is a mention of the Ashrame or th
" (&

Ther
PE— ; fou
~harvd orbachclor student L,"'l/l([_s' I stages of [
Iv'ﬂm”mgci orascetic who complcl;.‘ly renog’” or househplder \frm/)r; Itl/fc_tlhat o i e
cany o ; n nees worldly [ife ¢ Stha or hermit Religious Dissent

and 910 the later Vedic texts; the | ridlylife, Only the fire (

. ,dchne_d ' $; the last or the fourth sigue Y the irst three were
3 - cetic lifc was not unknown. SHBC was not well-established

oht
thovlz
sl Development of the Caste System NOTES

did nqt remain unaffected by the changes that were takin I
’ . . C J \Te) -t .
Aryanization promoted social differentiation. In he Jater V%:cll)l ﬂtt (llul;]ng this
¢ € texts the term

capsulates Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya an
’ ) C (] N . 5 0 .
ho introduced the varna system. y Sudra. Thus, it was the Vedic

gociety
eriod.
.m-ya' en
Aryans W
The carly Vedic society came to be divided i .
Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra varnas. No doubt the g?vifsilcl);‘;?]’tg ‘flosu('r‘l (ilIEd U 3 bmvhamina,
eferred to In @ late hymn of the Rig Veda but whether it bore an“SSCHS] gl
fmiliarity with the institution of caste, apart from the clear distinction ge(t)w:c:nlflaci 0'f
and the Dasyu is not clear. The divisions became more pronounced and the caste ]sc stgyn(i
was well on its way towards crystallization. The starting point of these distinctionsy was
of course, the colour bar, between the fair 4rya and the dark Dasyu. However. the;
constant wars of the Aryans, the growing complexities of life and political conditi’ons
1nd the tending towards specialization in labour, gradually resulted in the formation of
hereditary occupational groups. Thus, those who possessed a knowledge of the sacred
scriptures, officiated in religious ceremonies and received gifts were called Brahmins,
those who fought, owned land and wielded political power were called Kshatriyas; the
general mass of people, the traders, the agriculturists, and the craftsmen, were grouped
under the class Vaishya and the Sudras reserved for the menial services were generally
recruited from the conquered Dasyus. There was, however, stillno unnatural rigidity of
caste as in the succeeding age.
ce of the Kshatriyas and the Brahmins in the society
lusive superior status, as compared to the rest.
concept of varna was simple in nature. The

Also, the growing importan
made it imperative to maintain their exc
During the later Vedic period, however, the
niotion of untouchability was absent.

Check Your Progress
5. Fill in the blanks.

Gotra
Theinstitution of gotra (literally meaning COW pen) came to be known during this period. (a) The early Vedic
cestor and marriages could not take place society came to
be divided into

bGO"a signified descent from a common an
ttween couples belonging to the same geneology.
(b) The notion of

was
absent in the

45 MA INISM
15 MAHAVIRAAND JAINSV ~———= e Vedi.

tural development of India, the eriod.
how it Origmated' 6. State whether True

four

and cul

J L) .
AInism had left an indelible impact on the social
or False.

place of; .. e i
c ofits origin, Let us explore its impact by knowing
45 1 ] | (a) During the later
Origin of Jainism - Mahavi Vedic period
The - founder of Jainism 1s Ma avira. SomEniiEe
genera]b oF le 1S that the toun 5 Loy
eli ymon peop : thankaras generally given a
Wever, aiﬂase lt)Zhr'no'n gtlthtc t;(;?r religi}:)n is the product of teachings %f 24 g;::sa:n iy g Y o
avigyy who eve 13 d in crossing over life’s stream of r.ebn’t sban s ) Aryanization
Path for o h ashsceece C iled information avallablC aboil - promoted social
gy et fofollon), TGRS L demll' . s asoldasthe Rig Veda and their ﬁrs} differentiation.
. “MKarqs. The Jain: heir religion e i king of |b————
mhankara Rj 1 . o f: her o Bharata, the ﬁrst .Vc,dl(a Self-Instructional
ishabha was the fath sl "
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India. Rishabha was followed by 23 Tirthankaras. Very little is known aboyt theg,
Tirthankaras except the last two.

The 23rd Tirthankara was Parsavanath, who was a historical figure. Pam"anat},
probably lived in eight century Bc, and probably died 250 years before the deay, of
Mahavira. He was a Kshatriya and the son of king Ashavasena of Vagaras. For th
vears, he led the life of an ordinary householder and then became an ascetic. He Meditatey
for 84 days continuously and attained the highest knowledge. The next seventy years ¢
his life were spent in spreading the highest knowledge to the people. His main fy,
principles were as follows:

1. Non-injury to life
2. Truthfulness

3. Non-stealing

4, Non-possession

Parsava’s teachings were not that rigid as that of his successor, Mahavira. He

permitted his followers to lead a married life and allowed them to wear clothes to cover
their body.

Early life of Mahavira

The real founder of Jainism was its 24th Tirthankara, Vardhamana Mahavira (Figure
4.2). His childhood name was Vardhamana. According to one tradition, Mahavira was
born in Kundagrama about 540 Bc. He was the son of Siddhartha, who was the chiefof
a Kshatriya clan called Jnatrikas. His mother Trishala was the sister of Chetaka, an
eminent Lichchhavi prince of Vaisali. Vardhamana was given education in all branches
of knowledge, was married to Yasoda and had a daughter called Priyadrasana. A fter the
death of his parents, he renounced the worldly life and became a monk at the age of 30.

He left worldly life with the permission of his elder brother Nandivardhana and became
an ascetic.

Fig. 4.2 Vardhamang

Mahavirg
Life of Asceticism
For twelve ye; '
years, Mahavirg ro;
¢ years, oamed about ys g ng
During this penod, he fully subdue i

nonk doing all types of penances:

d his senses
S senses ket e
as attacked and ridiculed; however:

.He w
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or lost his puncnt:e,lnor mdulg;d in feelin
(e +hin these tWEeIVE years o ) EVenom Aot s 1.:
h-‘“jcs. vithin hmnfimEata Penance, Meditation and sev, enge against his
CnL'Jer ln'mself for 0 hlghﬂst SpilitUal quOWIEd Sévere aSCC[iCiSm_ fie
P o : ge.
g ing this period, ]16 metanascetic called Gogg g
jakkhaliputta lived with Mahavira practisin

mself from Mahavira and set up a new re

8s of hatred anq

glz;é\:akkhalippna atNalanda. For
- Creasceticism after which he DK
glous order called A Jivikas.

el\/ée;};zli(vi?a .acquir'('ed the ultimate spiritual
o 1(\)/[ I‘IVCI: Rijupalika near the village
- Mahavira now possessed the four

. uealS.
§Is );g:(} d hl

[n the 13th year on the 10th Vaisakh,

edge (Kevalyﬂ) under a sala tree on th
mo\;., - -ama, whose identification is unc
g;:’rl];ites, which v\{ere as follows:
| Infinite knowledge
7. Infinite power
3. Infinite perception
4. Infinite joy

Thus, he became a *J ina’ (a conqueror) or Mahavira (a great hero) at the age of
1) and began his career as a religious reformer. Since then, he entered upon a new stage
of life. He became a religious teacher and the head of a sect called Nirgranthas (frEe
fromall bonds) or “J ains’.

Later he met the king of Magadha, Ajatashatru, and is said to have converted
him. However, the Buddhists say that the king of Magadha followed Buddhism and not
Jainism. Mahavira did not have many followers because of the rigorous form of life he
recommended to his followers. He asked his followers to remain naked, and said that
he noblest act in the life of a Jaina was death by starvation. It is known from Kalpasutra
that he spent his time at Champa, Mithila, Sravasti, Vaisali, etc. and after 30 years of
preaching, he died at Pawa near Rajagriha. We do not know the exact date of passing
away of Mahavira. However, Professor Jacobi and some other eminent historians have
proved that his death occurred probably in 468 BC.

¢

45.2 Doctrines and Philosophy

The religious texts written in Pali language donot recognize Mahavira as the originator
ofanew religion, but as a reformer. Mahavira accepted most of the religious doctrines
of Parsavanath though he made some alterations and additions. Parsavanath emp_hagzcd
self-control and penance and advised his followers toobserve the following four principles:

I Satya (truth)
2. Ahimsa (non-violence)
3. dparigraha (non-possession of property) v given)
_ C ly give
4. Astheya (not to receive anything, which is not freely & X
. ) > C ‘
To thege Mahavira added one more, i.€- hrahmacharyd (c:;:l a y[)) } o
' , yva Darshana
S Jaina philosophy shows a close affinity 0 Hl{ldudslz:ml e world s full of
50 thya Philosophy). They ignored the idea of God., accepte * migration of souls.
; ng)\‘:f and believed in the theories of Karmd (acuon)funqnt;atl;c soul from earthly
tding , . , achieved by freet ] : ion
fw.llldillyc £ 10 Mahavira, salvation can bt.d"-m";,"‘llx right knowledge and right action.
hege Y - This can be achieved by means of ng,h.! " N eligion.
¢ called Ramatreva or three jewels of Jaina 1% i
1 - {o whic )
While Ajiva is destruct
55()|A./I'\'d‘

h man has two-fold

according
according hle,

hy.
dJiva soul).
oh the progre

Mah, -
Mty .dh‘“"m advocated a dualistic philosoP
arthly matter) an

» . Self-Instry
possible throu

Marerial

ind and spiritual or Ajva |
“Structible and salvation 15
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: . . ires to attain Nirvana qr salvatip, .

Jaina philosophy states that if one des o by avoiding evil K i

necessary for him to destroy Karma. One can dosO lgl Ay,
rinci nely:

For this, one must observe the five principles, nan y

1. Satya
2. Ahimsa

3. Aprigraha

4. Astheya

5. Brahmacharya _
Through this process, 0ne could attain final liberat

Mahavira rejected the existence of god and authority of Vedas

Mahavira did not believe in the supreme creator or God. He believed that no deity hy

created, maintains or destroys the world; however, it functions only according to univergy|

law of development and decay. He advocated a holy ethical code, rigorous asceticisp

and extreme penance for the attainment of highest spirin!al state. He regarqed the
highest state of the soul as God. He believed man is the architect (.)f {ts own destiny and
could attain salvation by leading a life of purity, virtue and renunciation.

He also rejected the infallibility of the Vedas and objected to the Vedic rituals and
Brahminical supremacy. He denounced the caste system.

ion of the soul.

Principle of non-injury

The Jaina philosophy believes that not only man and animals but plants also possess
souls (Jiva) endowed with various degree of consciousness. Jainas believe that the
plants possess life and feel pain and thus lay great emphasis on the doctrine of Ahimsa
or non-injury (Figure 4.3) to any kind of living beings. The vow of non-violence (Ahimsa)
was practiced to the point of irrationality. Even an unconscious killing of an insect while
walking was against Jain morals. The Jains would not drink water without straining it for
fear of killing an insect. They also wore muslin mask over the mouth to save any life

floating in the air. They had forbidden not only the practice of war, but also of agri
5 culture,
as both involve the killing of living beings. so of agri

Fig 1hi
8. 4.3 Ahimsa or non-injury

‘ g on this extr
The stra - eme fo
nge doctrine affir

mzmimulc extends the )
notons.” Figure 4.4 depi

Im of non-injuy : ;
; ) ry. eminent histor " id-
ming the existence historian V. Smith s

ain idea of 4himgg gy b(::f vas in objects commonly call
Cts the Jainism symbo] yond the Brahminical and BuddhlSI

Elmsie.. y

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Fig. 4.4 Symbol of Jainism

Jﬂin SECtS
The main S€ctS of Jainism are Svetambaras and Dj

: i
white robes w.hereas the Digambaras use no ClOthes_gT?:;i,r as. The Svetambaras wear
of the 23rd THTha“kara Parsavanath while the Digamba clambaras are the followers
Tirthankara Mabhavira. ‘ ras are followers of the 24th

Religious texts

Original texts of Jains were called Purva :
¢, a Jain council was held at Pataliputr: 2:?1 ::;igl,:dnt]hzz?gen In the third century
g%rﬁefe:l}:sm i’gas . The last Anga was lost and a Jain councili?l?lsaltnlgzlall))?s" at;:d
P lang?ll g Ir{e:\l)’vranged the remaining 11 Angas. These books were \w.'n'lnlcr:1 i

: - ever, the Digambara sect of Jainism did not r i -
and constituted its own sacred texts. Ceoghizethedigas

45.3 Rise, Spread and Decline of Jainism

Causes of rise of Jainism

Duri . )
3gai;s % tt}l::éggﬁ-()f I\l/[ahaylra, .th.ere arose a discontent amongst the common people
treptin the latterl()"}*]la Ved‘? rel]glgn, asa mxmber of weaknesses and sl'lortc'onjings had
caste system had b he Vedic rellglon or Hinduism had become quite ritualistic and the
Working hard ecome pre.dommzmt. Therefore, the people were dls'gustedlar}d started
Ban altemaﬁvo save the S_OCler and culture from these evllls. Atthat time, Jal.msm came
Aumber of e to the Vedic religion. Ittried to clean the society an_d rehglqn by mtl'.odl:lcmg
reforms. Therefore, common people showed interest n adopting its principles.
closer to the more popular religion Hinduism
1so adored Jaina Tirthankaras in temples and
to the Hindus with offering of flowers,
ccommodating to Hinduism and did not

Se :
and i f}? ndly, it has also proved to be
%Y the mjq cfl passage of time, the Jainas a
Meense lame ages, their worship was very near
Fany DS, etc. Thus, Jainism proved more 2
Serious hostility.

spirit of accommodation with other religions,
it, the charismatic

ible for its rise- Apart from
the religion: acceptance of common spoken

on and patronization of influential rulers

f Jainism.

Which T:lgilly \ Jainism possesses a tolerant

pl:“ﬂnalily ofln Its progress and was respons
N "Euage fth,;\,/l ahavira, simple philosophy of the
¢ the { time as the medium of propagatt
ajor factors responsible for the rise 0

I Jainism .
nd its boundaries, yet It

ke

dia or beyo :
iy ny parts of the country.
) Self-insm

bQ ‘. uddh' 3 .
fme ,, p(')bm, Jainism never spread all
Pular religion at that time, an

ov -
d still exists in ma
‘!J“"'h.-[
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" Sacial Change and

Religious Dissent

NOTES

Check Your Progress

7. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The Jaina
philosophy
shows a close
affinity to

(b) For twelve
years,
roamed about as
a naked monk
doing all types
of penances.

8. State whether True
or False.

(a) The general
belief among the
common people
is that the
founder of
Jainism is
Mahavira,

(b) Jaina
philosophy
states that if
one desires o
anam Nirvany
or salvation, i
IS necessary for
him to destroy
Karma.

— ]

Self-Instructional
BR ! hm'riul

During the life time of Mahavira, it spread in Magudha. \’/ﬂ lSlelIi{l;'d “S n'cnrby arca, .
later, the chief activity of Jainism was shifted to Qularul, Malwa}, Jflzlu..‘m‘d and Ka_rnu )
where they are still an influential Jain comllnumly. The mcml:c;s cl) A usl |L(])n:|mun"y k E
also played an important role in the carly literary development of South India,

Causes of the decline of Jainism

Various factors were responsible for the dramatic decline of'J a.inism.ir? India. Afiery,
demise of Mahavira, Gautama Buddha emerged as a great soc10-rel!g|ous refomer, |
that period. The teachings of Buddha were simpler angl pcople friendly. Therefy,
Buddhism posed a great challenge for the existence of Jainism.

Secondly, Jainism was divided into two sects i.e. Svetambaras and Digambap,

which weakened the religion from its core.

Thirdly, the most important cause of its decline was the great revival of Hinduisp,
Under the Guptas, Cholas, Chalukyas and Rajput kings, Hinduism got the much needy
attention and patronization of the ruling class. Reforms came in Hinduism and it becan
the most popular religion in India. That was the main reason due to which Jainism wg
confined to some pockets of India.

Apart from it, the absence of popular religious preachers after the demise f
Mahavira, absence of protection by the later rulers and its hard principles led to th:
decline of Jainism.

Jainism could not occupy the position of a main religion in India or outside Inda
However, it has contributed enormously in the field of art, architecture, literature and
philosophy and has made valuable contributions to the Indian culture.

.

4.6 BUDDHA AND BUDDHISM

E—

Just as revolutionary as Jainism, Buddhism also became a religion that had great impac |
on the Indian people, society and culture.

4.6.1 Early Life of Gautma Buddha

Another great religious reformation movement of sixth century sc was Buddhism, which
gave the biggest challenge to Brahmanism. Gautama Buddha (Figure 4.5), a contempor® |
of Mahavira, was the founder of Buddhism. He was the son of Suddho’dan the chiefo!
the kshetrya clan of Shakyas and the raja of Kapilavastu in the Nepal terai , His mothe
was Mahamaya. Gautama was born in 563 g, .

Fig. 4.5 Lord Buddha
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The Jatakas contain the Buddhist traditions
us that Buddha’s life did not begin with his birth

hand, Buddha was the p-roduct.of an infinitely long evolution through various form oflife
Before he descend_ed into this world, he lived in the Tusita heaven. He was then a
Bodhisattava and his name was Sumedha. He was greatly touched by Buddha Dipankar.
he Buddha of the previous world, and wanted to become like him, He therefore lef
Tusita heaven and decided to be reborn through Mahamaya.

Jatakas tell us that before the birth of Buddha, Mahamaya had a dream of white
clephant with siX tusks entering into her body. The astrologers were called to interpret
the dream and they told Suddhodan that according to this dream, his wife would give
birth to a very great man, a prophet or an emperor. In 563 BC, when she was returning
from her father’s house to Kapilavastu, Mahamaya gave birth to Buddha under a sala
tree in the village of Lumbini. Later on in 250 Bc, Ashoka set up a commemorative pillar
there and in the inscription he stated ‘Here, Buddha was born, the sage of the Sakyas
“(Hida Budhe jate sakya muniti)”. However, unfortunately after seven days, Buddha’s
mother Mahamaya died and his stepmother and aunt, Prajapati Gautami, then brought
up Siddhartha (It was Buddha’s childhood name).

From his childhood days, Siddhartha exhibited signs of a contemplative frame of
mind. The royal pleasure and amusements failed to attract his mind. He was married at
an early age to a beautiful girl Yasodhara, the daughter of a Shakya noble. However, the
pleasures of the palace did not bind him to the worldly life. He led a happy married life
for some time and even got a son Rahul from his union with his wife. A few incidents,
which Buddhists call four great signs, occurred and they exercised tremendous influence
on the future of Gautama. One evening, his charioteer Channa drove him in the city and
he came across an old man. Next, he saw a man suffering from disease; however, it
was the sight of a dead man, which touched the deepest chord of Gautam’s heart. The
fourth sign was that of a mendicant, who had renounced the world and was moving
about in search of truth.

Great renunciation

_ about the birth of Buddha. They tell
m the Lumbini Garden. On the other

At last, Gautama decided to find out the cause of all suffering and wanted to know the
truth. His hatred towards the world was intensified and he realized the hollowness of
worldly pleasure, A fter the birth of his son, Rahul, he made up his mind and decided to
leave his palace and his family. One night, accompaned by charioteer Channa and his
favourite horge Kanthaka, he left home at the age of 29. This is called IWal.la-
Bhinishkramang or the great renunciation; thereafter, Gautama became a wandering
ascetic looking for the supreme truth.

E““ghtenment

For six continuous years, he lived as a homeless ascetic and §ought instructions from
li}ra Kalama, His next teacher was Udraka Ramaputra. His new tcgcher:q failed to
2ausfy him, He spent some time in the caves near Rajagriha, the capital of Magadh.
'om Rajagriha, he went to the forest of Uruvela and spent a few years in s-clf-
Mortification, He then meditated with five ascetics named Kondana, Vappa, Bhadiya,

ahanamg g Assagi.

. 1 he we ¢ e skeleton.
He Gautama practised continuous fasting until he was reduced to a mere sk
Cthep

: He it

the realized that mere suffering and sacrifice coulq not lead /io ltrulth. l)lLL1 ﬂT(l)]l:ilut

the had wasted six vears. The five disciples also lcﬂ_lmq alone. At asd :)nc.ma}] , ) N
u‘n der g Pipal tree (Asx.'un/m) on the banks of River Niranjana (the modern Phalgu) <

ay s place till I attain the peace of mind. which
Yaand took a vow, 1 will not leave this place till I attain the peace \i‘l
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have been trying for all these years.’ Finally, Gautama ar@ined supreme knowle dee
insight. He found out the truth and the means of salvation from human Suﬁeﬁngs_
got the highest knowledge or bodhi. Gautma thus became the Buddha, ‘the enlj chier e;
one’ or Tathagata.

The turning of the wheel of law

-me knowledge, Buddha decided to impart the knowledge 1o

Gaya he went to Saranath near Banaras and he gave his f

les in the deer park. These five disciples were OnCehL:
enance and fasting. They hated Buddha because p,
known as the five elders. This first sermop by
his faith is known as turning of the whee] of
4.6), which formed the nucleus of g

Afier attaining SUpT
common people. From
sermon to his five discip
comrades when he was doing p
" had left the path of suffering. They are
which, he started converting people to
law or ‘dharma chakra Pravartana’ (Figure

Buddhist teachings.

Fig. 4.6 Turning
urning of the Wheel of Law (Dharma Chakra Pr
avartana)

For the next 45

. XU45 years, he preached hi
common pcOP'c. llc T . p C C‘d hlS gospel and mes . ’
local languages and il‘lmvk'd different parts of the country, s ef’iﬂgc of salvation to 1
lhe capital of Magad h::hl;'dlcd his teachings. He made lar p 0_ eto th't‘ people in thelf
. He alz‘s‘o converted his father hisg :(;:) "Vt‘Jrsl(ms ot Rajg l
o and other relatives
EE’;"“ ‘"’: Ajatashatru of Magadh”
divided into e ) Aarn the district of Gorakh ol

eight parts - ma. After his of Gorakhpuf

and distributed among g fblk;wc: hl—;dcath, b e
* Who were spread in differ™

parts of the country
try. Stupas (F:
preserve th Y. Stupas (Figure 4.7) o
¢ built on these remains ©
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Fig. 4.7 Stupa

4.6.2 Philosophy of Buddha

Buddha realized the truth by following a life of purity and discipline and asked his followers
0 follow the same path. His teachings were simple and he explained them in simple
ordinary man’s language illustrating them with common tales. He never tried to establish
anew religion but he propounded a new way of life free from dogmas and rituals.

Buddha pointed out various paths by which one could attain Nirvana or salvation
from the cycle of birth and death. He denied the authority of Vedas and denounced the
method of sacrifice and hegemony of priestly class. Unlike the Brahminical religion, he
did not consider Sanskrit as a sacred language, nor rituals an essential part of religion.
He was not in support of offering of prayer to god to win his favour. The philosophy of
Buddha was rational in its nature. Like Jainsim, Buddha denied the infallibility of the
Vedas. He rejected the supremacy of the priestly class. Buddhism dislodged tl?e principles
o social immobility, inequality and injustice. It upheld the sanctity of human intellect and
freedom; people irrespective of their position, caste and colour, were allowed to embrace

the new religion.

Four noble truths
aya, Buddha held that there was Misery and
find a cure or an escape from such
series of life, he discovered the
i orrow, the
uth and its cure, His teachings begin with the four grea! truth relat]ll;% :grsrow These
uses of sorrow, the remedy for somow and the Way" foge remOVfil old age disease
fourrughs are; first, there is suffering and sorrow in the world a?ﬁz zvorld S,econdly,
M death, This sorrow or suffering is due to the eXIStem-:e]l'I-liqhna ie. ;lesires and
2ver.ythi"g has a cause and the cause of all tYPes of sorrow IS T a slave to these
re?lngs. Man is a bundle of cravings and desires ’?Eird ‘s the remedy of cessation of
Ires, he cq in and sorrow: . o for
: ’ nnot escape from pail . desires and yearning
SOIT()W Thi d b SupprSSlng
- This paj be removed bY S 4 removal of SOITOW.
POSsessim ng:hoafnscio:hrgﬁsiﬁg the true way t conquer desires and redinaly e I
rQUd(.iha Says that the desire or Trishna cannot b_e Clonqa ioht-fold path.
Quireg 5 disciplined life, which he called the middlep

After attaining enlightenment at Bodhgaya, B
sorrow all around. Man turned to god and religion to Iin
Sorrow and trouble, To escape from the SOrroW and mi

Self-1n:
Materic
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Eight-fold path |

Buddha prescribed the noble eight-fold paths (see Figure 4.6: }hc C}Lll“ fpl)kcs oy,
wheel of law symbolize the cight-fold path) or the *Astangamarga . whic h}‘\ ery Bugyg ik
is to follow in order (0 get deliverance from sufferings. These values includeq in lhﬁ
eight-fold path are as follows:

L.

-

—

. Right views

o

Right aspirations

3. Rightspeech

4. Rightaction

5. Rightliving

6. Right efforts

7. Right mindfulness

8. Right contemplation or meditation

According to the cight-fold path, the first step is th: proper vision leading to the
realization that the world is full of sorrow, the basis of life is sorrow and sorrow can ch
by controlling desires. Second step is right aspiration where or.lc‘musf resolve to abstam
from material pleasure. Right speech is the third step and it implies lh(? practice 'of
truthfulness. The fourth step is right action, which means one should be v.lgllnnt while
acting in life and it must ensure that nobody gets hurt mentally or physically by our
actions. Right living is the fifth step, which means to cam by purc.and !IOHCSI means,
Right efforts is the sixth step which indicates mental exercise to ﬂ\'qld evil thoughts and
in their place to cultivate good thoughts. The seventh step is right mindfulness or corret
vigilance. According to this, by self-examination and self-study, control over mind isto
be acquired. The last step is right contemplation or meditation. According to this, Bu'ddlm
says one can still not attain salvation without meditation. Thus, right contemplation is the
final and the crown of the cight-fold path. Anyone who would follow this noble eight-fold
path would attain Nirvana or salvation, which meant freedom from the cycle of birth
and death irrespective ofits social origin.

Ahimsa

One of the cardinal believes of Buddha was 4himsa. He held that violence and cruelty
against animate beings was a sin. He condemned religious sacrifices and eating of
animal flesh. He said that one should cultivate love for all beings. He was opposed to all
types of violence because it was against the principle of law. However, unlike Mahavird,
he did not carry the Ahimsa principle to an extreme.

Law of Karma

Ii,uddhu 'huwcvcr accepted the Hindu doctrine of Karma, He believed in the law of
Karma, its working and transmigration of soul. He held that one of the key features ©
lh"_ universal law of dharma is *as a man acts so shall he be”
ofits own action. The Karma doctrine implie
pasthave determined our present and our pre
we are reborn. No person can e
deliverance from rebirth can be at
strictmoral hife. According to his
spirits like angels, gods are subje

,1.c., man gets the rewd"

s that thoughts, actions and feelings of the
sent deeds will determine the future whe?
scape the consequences of his or her deeds. i
tained through good Kurma, which again requires g
doctrine, not only man, but animals and supernatur®

ctto the great law of Karma.

i

k:'rurlumm
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Morality

Buddhalaid out some principles for practical morality. He gave emphasis on purity of
conduct, truthfulness, love and benevolence. respect for older and service to the hum{m
Buddha considered non-violence and non-injury towards life in thought. words zmd_dw- |
as an integral principle of morality. Therefore, Buddhism was primarily a religion of
conduct and not a religion of observances, rituals and sacrifices. This was the principal
reason for the rapid spread of his teachings.

Denounced caste system

Like Mahavira, Gautama Buddha also denounced the caste system existing in the society.
He denied the caste distinctions and by that raised the status of the lower class people of
the society. Therefore, Buddhism spread to different parts of India and the world. In the
subsequent period, the common people came closer towards this religion and, due to
this; it got patronization from various liberals emperors like Ashoka, Harsha, etc.

The teachings of Buddha reveal that he originally did not establish any new religion.
All what he taught was contained in the Hindus Upanishads but the difficulty was that
these were written in Sanskrit and its philosophy was not followed by the masses. Buddha'’s
greatness lies in simplifying the Upanishadic philosophy and presenting it before the
common men in the language they understood and placed practical examples before
them from his own life. He organized a monastic order to carry out his teaching to the
different corners of the country. The monks who carried the message of Buddha to the
masses led the life of a Hindu Brahmana and in course of time a new set of rules were
evolved for the Buddhists and at that point, eventually, Buddhism became a separate

religion.
Religious texts

Buddhist religious texts were written in Pali and are collectively known as Tripitika
(three baskets). The first part is Vinayapitaka, which lays down rules for the guidance
of the monks and the general management of the Buddhist place of worship. The second
part is Suttapitakas, a collection of the religious discourses of Buddha and the third is
the Abhidhammapitaka, which contains an exposition of the philosophical principles of
Buddhism. Later, the Mahayana sect of Buddhism, created its own texts. Besides
authoritative commentaries on the sacred texts, the Jatakas or the stories relating to
different births of Buddha also added much to the religious literature of Buddhism.

The main Buddhist sects

After the demise of Buddha, Buddhism was sharply divided into two sects, namely
Hinayana and Mahayana. The followers of Hinayana Buddhism believed in the original
teachings of Gautama Buddha and did not want any relaxation. This sect was also
known as the lesser vehicle; whereas, the beliefs of Mahayanism were different from
the former. The one basic belief of Mahayanism is acceptance of many Bodhisattavas
(Figure 4.8) i.c. persons who were in the process of attaining Buddha-hoo_d. The belief
in the Bodhisattavas and their prayers, which has been regarded as the bas'lc feururcs: of
Mahayanism, had developed much carlier than its formal establishment dlmqg the period
of Kanishka in the first century AD. However, it became a complelclyf difTerent sect
after the fourth general council of Buddhism and the credit for the cslﬂhhshmcnt of .[hls
S¢ct goes to Nagarjuna. There was no difference between the followers of H inayanism
and M ahayanism with regard to the rules of Sangha and code of conduq or muruln_\:
Both lived together in the same Sanghas. However, there were differences in philosophy

and principles among them. i
Material
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Fig. 4.8 Bodhistava

. : birth anq
ism did not regard Buddha as a god ﬁculgobelicved in his differey
Hinayanism di - r;gardCd Buddha aS.gOd ar regarded Nirvana as a sty
rebirth while Maha)gmsﬁom the cycle of birth. Hinayana 1 51 regarded it as the uniop
incarnations to be allfr :efrom cycle of birth while M;.lha)’anvlvsritten in Pali; whereas, (e
¢lre : ism were
of permanent peac igious texts of Hinayanism _ ined closer to the
ith Adi The religious : Mahayanism rema :
with Adi Buddha. itten in Sanskrit. The Ma : d, faith, etc.
i /as written 1n >a . ation of god, » ClC.,
text OfMahayagls'nrln“\jisth regard to Nirvana, Brahman, incarn
t of Hinduis o, s,
coerli(l:: %inayanism was distinct from Hinduism
w

ism
4.6.3 Causes of Rise and Fall of Buddhi
Let us discuss the causes of rise and fall of Buddhism.
Causes of rise of Buddhism

f Hinduism. It
inst the complex system o -

: s a protest movement agains , d the principles
B.uddhlsn; Startgeedeiisﬁzg religious practices, social systems and Z‘hfll]odsgat:1 ctityI;fhuman
tried t(_) rle_ ormObﬂity inequality and injustice. Moreover, it upheld the

of social imm \

i inci hism spread
belief and its freedom. For its simplicity and people friendly principles, Budd
all over India in a very short span of time.

i ism in India and
Various causes are responsible for the spectacular rise of }iiIdehlllsl;n Sllll nllfrl) lo. il
abroad. Due to the magnetic personality of Gaut.ama Buddha, il
uncomplicated doctrine attracted many followers. Durn.lg the emerg'enc e nd
the Brahminical religion had more or less stagnated with supelils;tlo;rs, s;ct:]:le ligion
' : ith his simple preac g, free I8!
dominance of niestly class. Buddha, wit s
?r?m arlrllexpensivepand complicated rituals and enabled the poor to observe their relig
with proper spirit. . . by
His life was a living example of all that he preached and thus the rational phllosc:s of
of Buddha not only appealed to the masses, but the ruling class and the upper stra
the society as well,

: to
Second, during that time, Hinduism had lost its appeal and people falleC:iv c
understand the religion dye toits complexities. Hence, the masses found an alterna
in Buddhism, Buddhs pre

. . serving
scribed a midd|e path for the attainment of Nirvana by observi
simple rules of morality, which dig not exist in Hinduism,

Third, Buddhism did not beliey
priestly class, Iy prescribed socig| equ

€ n caste systern. [t rej
the Buddhist ashram system ag nun

ality and even wome
s. People irespectjy

rthe
ected the Supremacy Q‘ d:n
n got their desired posmoﬂn
¢ of their position, caste &
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olour Were allowed to embrace the new religion. This acceptance of social equality

cted a large number of Hindus into the fp]q of Buddhism

Fourth, Buddha preached in the language of'the
ganskrit was (tjhhe med1u}rlndanhi t(ljne common man had no idea of Sanskrit language. In
contrast. Buddha preached his doctrine in Palj ang Magadhi languages, a method that
was easily accepted by the lower strata of the society. )

Fifth. Buddhism enjoyed the royal patronage of the kings like Ashoka and Kanishka
und many royal 'fam}hes. Ashoka elevated the religion to (:C(.‘up\' the position ot‘.;mlc
religion during his reign. He sent Buddhist missionaries to different parts of the world to
_:pread the message of Buddha. Even he sent his son Mahendra and daughter Sanghamitra
to Ceylon with the message of Buddha. He engraved the teachings of Buddha in various
pillars and rock mscnptlons_m different part of his empire. Powerful kings like Kanishka,
Harsha, Bimbisara and Ajatasatru of M agadh, Prasnjit of Koshala and manv other
patronized Buddhism for which it spread in all directions during their reign. '

D)

rra

L

t0mmon man. During that period.

Sixth, Buddhist Sanghas proved to be the best instruments in the propagation of
Buddhism. The sanghas were also the centres of Buddhist activities, learning and spiritual
exchange for the monks. They also prepared religious preachers or monks who worked
for the propagation of Buddhism in India and abroad.

Seventh, after the demise of Buddha, host of Buddhist scholars and monks worked
for the propagation of the teachings of Buddha. In addition, various scholars like
Nagarjuna, Asanga, Basumitra, Basubandhu, Dinang. Dharamakirti, Chandrakirti etc.,
produced vast literature of Buddhism, which provided the base for its rise.

Apart from this, the relaxation of strict rules for masses, absence of any rival sect
and lastly the great centres of higher learning like Taxila and Nalanda Universities and
several other institutions played a vital role in the progress of Buddhism and established

itas a global religion.
Causes of the fall of Buddhism

For many centuries, Buddhism remained as one of the foremost religions not only in
India, but also in many parts of Asia. However, slowly and steadily it lost its hold and
became non-existent in the place of its origin, India. Many factors were responsible for

the decline of Buddhism.

First, the Buddhist Sanghas, which were created as the centres of learning activity
for the nuns and monks, became centres of moral corruption. Huge wealth donated by
the ruling class, and women found their entry into the Sanghas. The wealth and women

completely ruined the moral character of monks.

Second, the Mahayanism, a sect of Buddhism, whi
D'_'a)'Ers, religious festivals and processions, brought in ritu. _ e
dlspk‘y of wealth was possible. This led to the loss of moral, mlellccu‘ml and ‘T" itual
Strength of Buddhism. These were the primary source of strength of Buddhism and
“hen these were lost, 1ts very basis was lost and the entire structure crumbled. N
Third, Buddhism was divided into various sccts even prior to its great splitinto

Mahay,p; S “hed different philosophies and
Yam o : - ese sects preac :
: sm and Hinayanism. Each of th its followers and the rivalry

fere ~ fision among
ntc : eated confusion g
odes of conduct, which cr o the masses.

Ctw . amon
Ween these sects destroyed the image of Buddha amone X e S,
) of Buddha. the Buddhist religious texts ol the

ch introduced image worship,
alism. Thus, effective use and

Fourth ; AT

, In contrast to the practice : A i, Ao 101

Mﬂhayamsm were written in Szl:nslm't. As Sanskrit was not the language of common

Dcopk,_‘ Buddhism lost its popular contact with the masses. e
Material
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acial Change and
leligious Dissent

NOTES

Check Your Progress

9. Fill in the blanks.

(a) Buddha rejected
the supremacy
of the
class.

(b) One of the
cardinal believes
of Buddha was

10. State whether Tru
or False.

(a) The Jatakas
contain the
Buddhist
traditions about
the birth of
Buddha

(b) Buddha did not
accept the
Hmindu doctrine
of Karma.

L : , intellectual bank
Fifth. the moral corruption of monks and nuns led to intellectual b '"l‘“lplcy 1

Buddhism and resulted inits decline.

g challenges from both Jainism
revival of Hinduism started under the protection oI'SL:rl‘g:l Idyn.llsll(y :}d ”;,L: effors
Gupta rulers led the religion to its l’ormf:r gl.ory. b(.hu'all.s ,IIL\ Ll ?llm,'dm,charya.
Kumaril Bhatta and many others scholars of the time establis 1c‘( l’ ]L’p 1.1 Of‘f"P].".Cill Y
intellectual supremacy of Hinduism. The cmcrgcn.cc of the ‘l lfl‘fln'|c 1,:1(],“0”S \
Hinduism. its tolerant and liberal spirit pr(')ved its greatest asset. Even ‘thﬂ
Buddhism created the cult of Buddha, they failed to create a parallel to the God ,,

Brahma of Hinduism.

Seventh, apart from these developments, many Hindu §cllolars simp]? fied the
language of the Hindu religious texs, reformed the socflety and it got the attent'lon from
the ruling dynasties. With these attractions in Hinduism, thcre hardly remained any
difference between Buddhism and Hinduism. Therefore, Hinduism attracted the masses
toits fold and once again became the principal religion in India.

Finally, the successors Ashoka did not support Buddhism and other dynasties like
Sungas, Guptas and Rajputs strongly supported Hinduism. Invaders like Hunas and Turks
destroyed Buddhist sanghas, monasteries, libraries, etc., and thus gave a serious blowto
Buddhism. Buddhism thus lost its hold over its country of birth. The foreign invaders
were only partly responsible for it but primarily its own weakness and the great revival
of Hinduism were responsible for its dramatic fall.

Sixth, after facin and Buddhism, (he 2re,
ixth, afte

Dip You Know
Jainism began about 2500 years ago in India.

|

4.7 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

e The Mauryan Empire was a huge Iron Age empire marked by the rule of the
Mauryan dynasty in India that flourished from 321 to 185 BC. According 10
archaeological sources, the period of the Mauryan rule in South Asia falls into the
era of Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW).

* Ironis an important metal that influenced the progress of civilization in India. T%

early iron encountered by man was meteoritic iron, and it has been used by o'
over at least 5,000 years.

* The ancient processes used two different

that were different in their physical forms.
was quite similar,

* Most historians are of the view that agriculture in the Indug Valley Civilizatic"

Wzl;s quite proc;luctive because it could meet the needs of a huge number of the
urban population whose main occupation was notalways agriculture

types of furnaces for their operati”
However, the procedure for operatio”

, the earlj

Self-Instructional
L Material

occupation became rigid and heredity
than his skill or meri,
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» The 23rd Tirthankara was Parsavanyl,
robably lived ineight century iy
of Mahavira.

whnvwv' I i
a5 4 historical fipyr
Py o ooricalhgure, Parsavana
[mh.ll)lydn;dgﬁ(,.l_.vlr‘ befar - »
years belore the death e
, /\nolh'-"' B,-c;n rchglmls rcl’urmnlinn movement of «
which gave the biggest challenge 1o Brahmanio
- L :

. KEY TERMS

/

o Irrigation: Supplying dry land wilhwulcrhy means of ditches. ef
. 5, elc.

xtheentury e was Buddhism

I, N()

o Threshing: The separation of grain or seeds from the husks and st
. . SKS ¢ straw,
o Canal: Anartificial waterway or

m’liﬁCIu“ impr()vcd l‘iv [ i
. . . .r S v i()r‘ « V : ) 1 4
Can: A y cr used rd (.I, bhlpplﬂ}:,

« Pastoralism: The herding or tending of cattle as a primary economic activity or
occupation.

« Mortgage: A temporary, conditional pledge of property to a creditor as security
for performance of an obligation or repayment of a debi.

o Metallurgy: The science that deals with procedures used in extracting metals

from their ores, purifying and alloying metals, and creating useful objects from
metals.

o Salvation: Saving of the soul from sins and its consequences.

49 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. (a) Iron (b) Direct reduction method

2. (a) True (b) True

3. (a) agrarian (b) Agriculture

4. (a) False (b) True

5. (a) Varnas (b) Untouchability

6. (a) True (b) True

7. (a)Hindu Samkhya Darshana (b) Mahavira
8. (a) True (b) True

9. () Priestly (b) Ahimsa

10. (@) True (b) False
\

4.10 RCISES
%10 QUESTIONS AND EXE

S
hort‘A"SWer Questions

! Explain the use of iron technology in 1€ Ma
% Explain the practice of settled agriculturc int '
X Explain the rise of new classes in the later Vedic

4 Wh - ury?
What is the Jaina principle cfnon-1J ury: Self-Inso
VMater tal

uryan period. |
he Indus Valley Civilization.

pel’iOd.

(% scanned with OKEN Scanner



5. What do you understand by the Turning of the Wheel Law?

6. Write a short note on the philosophies of Buddha.

Long-Answer Questions

Briefly describe the ancient process of iron making in India.

Discuss the practice of agriculture in the Rigvedic, Vedic and Post-Vedic perigg
Explain the practice of settled agriculture in the Mauryan and post-Mauryan perigg
Explain the rise of new classes in the later Vedic period.

Discuss the doctrines and philosophies of Mahavira.

Briefly explain the rise, spread and decline of Jamnism.

_ What were the factors that led to the rise and fall of Buddhism?

- N R
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50 INTRODUCTION

and territorial states, especially
asing use of iron in eastern UP and western Bihar

facilitated the formation of large territorial SEates. Duc to the surplus produced (owing to
the use of the new agricultural tools and implements), the people became self sufficient
and remained stuck to their lands. It was now possible for them to expand at the cost of
the neighbouring arcas and offer their extra produce to the princes for military and

administrative needs. This led to the rise of large states with towns as their centre of
activity, As towns emerged as th er and as the base for commercial

it e seats of pow
n}“|mlcs‘ this idea strengthened the concept of territorial affiliations. The incorporation
of the i . .

1€ janapadas by powerful rulers of the

mahajanapadas resulted in political conflicts
among the .
g the rulers, and in a later per

In this unit, you will study about the emergence of cities

the Magadha Empire. The incre

iod, to the establishment of the Magadha Empire.

\ /
S
SI_ UNITOBJECTIVES

Afler po;
£oing through this unit, you will be able to:

* Disc : . : .

1scuss the nise of T\"Inhujunzlpudus
L] ™ . . : (Y ( n . e Ii
List the cities and territorial states which emerged in ancient India
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e Evaluate the emergence of cities and territorial states
» Name the dynasties that ruled Magadha
* Describe the rise of Magadha and the Nanda dynasty

il

5.2 SIXTEEN MAHAJANAPADAS AND REPUBL (g™
—2LIes

Ancient Buddhist texts make frequent reference to the sixteen great kingdom .,
republics which had evolved and flourished in the northern/north-western parts ofa[i;

Indian subcontinent before the rise of Buddhism in India.

Look at the Figure 5.1 to know the location of the mahajanapadas. Of the SiXteey
mahajanapadas, four were prominent monarchies—Kosala, Vatsa, Avanti and Magadh,
They were constantly fighting with each other. Ultimately, Magadha emerged Sul;mme

-ty
.

'KamBo et \gr"‘n rne
Iy (5 T4 )

)}“"_:A : 1,\&\‘ £0e: MAHAJANAPADAS
O e W 600 B.C
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Fig. 5.1 The Mahajanpecas
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and monarchies

Repul!'
| 3 Emerpence o
-anapadas had two kinds of politica] rence
¢ mahfljﬂ . o systems. Th . .
! . AL &) 5 c ~ oleaete :
e People f)f tha B St W:lg, no .huredltary ruler. Decisions \lzve(r)p © l:ltctcd by
P fmajority consent. S0, it was a kind of a democratic System Wher; tll: en onl 1hef NOT!
' ¢ people o '

; ) i
basiribe pad asay in their political system, The Sakyam

;Timportﬂ"‘ republic.

Most of the mahe.ljanapadas had a monarchical s
h. After his death, his son succeeded to ]
hical mahajanapada.

ahajanapada, for example, was

) ystem. The king ruled accordin

. g

(o his own W15 ie throne. M

one g agadha, for example,
The Mﬂn§ slowly and S{eadily expanded their civilization and culture They

espanded rapidly in northern India. Many strong Aryan centres were established till the

<ixth century BC and the statfes were being called on the basis of caste. None had full

control over the whole of India, which was divided into many smaller states. In order to

expand the states, the janapadas were extended and changed into mahajanpadas later.
5.2.1 Emergence of Cities and Territorial States

Although there has not been enough evidence concerning mahajanpadas, important
Buddhist and Jaina books provide the following information about the sixteen major
mahajanpadas:

1. Anga: This was situated near modern Bhagalpur (located on the borders of
modern Bihar and Bengal). Champa was its capital. Champa has been
considered one of the six great cities in the sixth century BC. It was famous for
its trade and commerce. Anga was an enemy of Magadh. It was defeated by

Magadh by mid-sixth century BC.

2. Magadh: It was situated where modern Patna and Gaya districts of Bihar are
located. Its capital was at Rajagriha. Rajagriha was an impenetrable place
surrounded by five hills. The remains of the walls of Rajagriha provide the
earliest evidence of fortification in the history of India. In the fifth century BC,
the capital was shifted to Pataliputra, which was the seat of the early Magadha
kings. Magadha rose to prominence because its fertile agn.cultural tracts _were
best suited for the cultivation of wet rice. Further, it had iron ore deposits of
south Bihar (modern Jharkhand) which were un@er its coqtrol. Last b.ut not the
least, the open social system of the Magadh Empire made it the most important

monarchy in the years to come.

3. Kashi: Of the sixteen mahajanapa
begmning. It was located in and aroun
Was the foremost city of India situated on t

Gomati river and in the middle of the most

' i ‘Buddha.
' i horse trade in the ime of Bu
i e A e maUUfﬂcwf eealzgs;u' mahajanapada had been taken

However, by the ti ddha, th :

. by the time of the Bu , ala kingdoms.

over by Kole d a cause of war between Magadha and Kosa g
diae -ver Gomati, On the south by

Gandak) and 0D the north by the

. : ira ( o
the Sarpika, on the east by the river Sadalc'iv 4 of an assimilation of many smaller
Eeo and Suddhodhana

N(:p-ll hills. K . da emerg l
°pal hills. K osala mahajanapada € ' prasenjila
Principalities and lineages. Hiranyana ha, Mahak 058:; tudsry T akets, Shravasti
ave been named as rulers of Kosala in the sixth ¢

i was the most powerful in the
m Varanasi. Its capital Varanast
{the Ganges and the

fertile agricultural areas. It emerged

das, Kash
d mode

Selt-Insoructiona
Material
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(modern Sahet-Mahet) and Bahrav
important Kosala cities. The capital
was a contemporary and friend of the -
the most powerful rivals to the emergent Magadha Empire.
ary Bihar. This mahajanapada Came |
I castes. Its capital was Vaishy); I

ich districts of Uttar Pradesh we,, "
of Kosala was Shravasti. King Prase T
' \n",

Buddha. Later, Kosala emerge 350 I
S

Vajji: This was located in contempor
existence by the coming together of severa
6. Malla: There were two branches of the Mallas, namely Kushinagar ang Parg
This was a federal democracy.

N

)

7 Vatsa: Vatsa was one of the most powerful mahajanapadas with its Capita]
ad) on the bank of the Yamuna. This me,

Kaushambi (near modern Allahab '
that the Vatsas were settled around modern Allahabad in Qllar Pl'fldesh, Bhas,
ists in ancient India, has immortalizy

one of the greatest Sanskrit dramati
Udayan, a Vatsa King, in his plays. These plays are based on the story of
love affair between Udayana and Vasavadatta, the Princess of Avanti, Thes,
plays also point to the conflict among the powerful kingdoms of Magadh,
Vatsa and Avanti. Vatsa lost its significance in the ensuing struggle because the
later texts do not refer to them with great importance.

8. Chedi: Contemporary Bundelkhand and its nearby landmass came under Ched;,
Its capital was Shaktimati or Sandhivati.

9. Kuru: This mahajanapad covered the regions of Thaneshwar, Delhi and Meerut,
Its capital was Indraprastha.
10. Surasena: This was located to the south of Matsya state. Its capital was
Mathura.
11. Panchal: This was located in the territory between rivers Ganga and Yamuna
It also had two branches. The capital of northern Panchal was Ahichatrapur,
while that of southern Panchal was Kampilya.

12. Matsya (Maccha): This was located in modern Jaipur, Alwar and Bharatpur
regions of Rajasthan. Its capital was Viratnagara.

13. Avanti: Avanti was one of the most powerful mahajanapadas in the sixth century
BC. The central area of this mahajanapad or kingdom roughly corresponds ©
Ujjain district of Madhya Pradesh. The kingdom was divided into two parts
Its southern capital was Mahasmati, while its northern capital was Ujjain. The
latter was more important. The kingdom controlled the trade with the south

According to a legend, from an enemy he became father-in-law of Uday!
who ruled over Vatsa kingdom.

14. Ashmak: This region was | .
ocated in soutl g L1 was
Paudanya(Potan). outh India. Its capital

. Gandhara: The states of contemporary Taxila and Kashmir came under this

region. It had two capitals, na . i _ :
centre of learning. pitals, namely Pushkalavati and Taxila. Taxila was a fam®”

16. K c. T s
Kambhoj: This janapad was located to the north of Gandhar at Pamir and

Badakshan. Its capital was Rajpur.
5.2.2 Republics

We get the knowledge about the re

bli : . .
uetional ThESL‘ rEPUbliCS were as fOUOWS: P o Ofthe sixth Centur}' BC from BUddhl;t bOOl“
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|. Shakyas of Kapilvastu: It was located on th
the Himalayas. This republic was located in the western part of ¢
Gorakhpur. Gautam Buddha wag born in thig . Lo K
The people of this area considered themselves
This was a major site of learning,

¢ border of Nepal on the foothills of ;
CIporary
state. Its capital was Kapilvastu,
to be the descendants of Eshvak.

S

Bulis of Allakappa: This area was located between the contemporary districts
of Shahabad and Muzaffarpur. According to Dhammapada this

arca was situated
near the Veth Island.

3. Kalamas of Kesputta: The spiritual guru of Buddha, Aalar Kalam, belonged

to this dynasty. This dynasty is related to the Panchal Keshis as described in
Shatpath Brahman.

4. Bhaggas of Susamagiri: According to Sanyuttamkaya, this area was situated
in Bhargadisa. Contemporary Mirzapur was located near this area,

5. Kolis of Ramgram: This republic was situated in the cast of Shakyas of
Kapilavastu.

6. Mallas of Pava: This dynasty was ruled by the kshatriyas of the Vashistha
gotra. The Mallas were settled in contemporary Padrauna in Uttar Pradesh.

7. Mallas of Kushinagar: They were the second branch of Mallas. Buddha
attained Parinirvanna here.

8. Moris of Pippalivan: According to Mahavansh, the Moris were earlier known
as the Shakyas. However, later they shifted to a hilly region of the Himalayas
due to the brutality of Vidudabh where they established the Pippalivan city.
This city has always been famous for the sound of peacocks and as a result is
referred to as ‘Moris’.

9. Videhas of Mithila: Mithila was a renowned learning centre.
10. Lichchavis of Vaishali: The Lichchavis belonged to the Kshatriya clan.

11. Naga of Vaishali: The combination of the Videhas and the Lichchavis led to
the establishment of the federation of Vajji. There was also a federation of
Lichchavis and Nagas which was called Asthakul in which Videhas, Yangyik,
Lichchavi and Vajji were included.

Thus, the powerful republics of this period included the Shakya, Lichch?lvi,
Videha, Vajji and Malla. According to D.R. Bhandarkar, an authority on the ancient
history of India from 650BC — 325 BC, “The meaning of republic and federation was a
Broup of well decided and well organized men.” However, it seems that a unit of a
federation was usually called a republic. Several republics ma'de a federation. Thus,
Many grihas made a kul and a group of kulas formed a republic.

3-2.3 Administrative System of the Republics

The chief features of the administrative system of the republics were as follows:

. King: The king was the head of executive of the entire state. He was an elected

Member. He had no absolute powers. | S

2. Council of ministers: There were nine members in the council of :lmStE:(i \
Which constituted only the best people wkep frqm t_he nobl.c.h H}:)wgvf u;\ii ind
Mention of four members in the Malla republic, nine in the Lichchavirep

¢ighteen in the Videha republic.

Self-Inst
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tunal

ization of executive: The executive was “_ISO KUOWIna the Sans(,
e idered themselves (0 be the king. If there were CUnﬂi‘ b
Thic Lichchiavis & 2 cligious and social issues, voting was done, [f i lkls, Iy
fWﬂr- cacc’ I e ' ' : X 1 ) 1 0"“‘
o Onsensfq was not achieved, 2 committee was appointed which y,
reason co swa

Cally,
udayvahika.
4. Process of voting:
Th(c:)sesz;rcer:: sf;’il:e\: According to this tcchl.li(]llC, vo'ling Wa,sdd(mc secr,
(i) Open system: According to this tccl'mlque, voting was lolne. openly
(i) Mouth-to-ear system: In this te.chmquc, .thc volers cast their vo(eg by
revealing their preferences by whispering in the ears. |
(iv) Evident system: In this system, the names of voters were declyg
evidently.
5. The working procedure of the organization: Fixed rules were mafie for the
proposal of the organization. Usually the pr_oposgl was repeated thrice and
not resisted the proposal was accepted. But if resisted the proposal was set fy
vote by special rules. This voting was done secretly.

Four techniques were in use for the purpose of Vo,
L.

6. Committees were made to resolve conflicting issues and questions.

7. Group system: Groups existed based on division of votes, debates and
important concerns.

8. Judiciary: There were seven types of courts in existence. The king was the
chief justice of the judiciary.

9. The hierarchy of the officials in the republics was as shown in Figure 5.2.

Raja
i\
Upraja
i

Senapati

4
Atthakula

i
Suttadhar

T
Voharik

0

Vinichchayamhamat

Fig. 5.2 Hierarchy of Officials

5.2.4 Advantages of the Republican System

The chief benefits of the republics were as follows:
1. The king had no absolute powers.

2. Allcitizens took equal part in the administrative work of the republics.
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The social rules were kept safe by voting.

‘o

4. There W as no influence Ql ‘1hc hereditary. Honesty, sense of responsibility, and
experience Were the chief qualitics sought in a leader, even if he had a low
gocial status. \

s During war the entire state struggled collectively in defence of the ideals of its

mpubhc.

There was financial affluence. The contemporary states were the main centres

6.
ulture, art and civilization.

of ¢

5.2.5 Defects of the Republican System

e defects of the republican system were as follows:

|. Important issues could not be kept confidential duc to debates and consequently
security was hampered.
The decision-making procedure was slow and led to delays.

Tl

(]

Personal interests entered the political domain.
4. Due to the theory of equality, defects of administrative skill and tactfulness
were neglected.
. This system curtailed huge expenses.
6. There was interference by political parties in the everyday administration of
the state affairs.
7. There was a lack of economical and regional leadership.

I

n

5.2.6 Reasons for Devastation of the Republics

The following were the chief reasons for the devastation of republics:

I. Lack of equality
. Birth of landlordism during the period of Buddha

3. Defects in the judicial system
4. Landlordism, which led to the decline of the sys
5

o

tem of self administration

. Popularity of monarchy

53 MAGADHA

—

dvantages, which helped to make it strong and
doms. The Gangetic plain had a very fertile soil.
e rich in iron ore deposits. The river and its
Thus, both agriculture and trade flourished
This, in turn, allowed the king to maintain

Magadha had many geographical a
Powerful in comparison to other king
The dense forests yielded timber and wer
Ports helped inland trade with other cities.
Which provided the king with high revenues-

a large army and protect his territories. -
fMagadha was Bimbisara. During his reign Magadha

ddle of the sixth century from his capital at‘Rajagﬁha_
hened his position by marriage alliances and
d his father Bimbisara. He ruled over Magudh.a
ith smaller states- He controlled the Gangetic

(modern day Patna), which was his capital.

it The first important ruler o
o power. He ruled in the mi
m?l.e.xpa"ded his empire and strengt
i 0“‘"'5’ conquests. Ajatasatru succeede

l M493 Bc to 461 BC and waged \\_'zu‘s W
Plam by fortifying the city of Pataliputra

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner

Emervence of Empire

NOTES

Check Your Progress

1. Fill in the blanks.
(a) A
mahajanapada
was ruled by a
group of people
elected by the
people of that
tribe.

(b) Magadha was a

mahajanapada.
2. State whether True
or False.

(a) The Lichchavis
belonged to the
Kshatriya clan.

(b) Avanti was one
of the least
powerful
mahajanapadas
in the sixth
century BC

Self-Instruc tional

Varerial 108



Jast powcrful dynasty before Ch"‘ndr-
diy

s the locations

merged as the
OFimp

iatasatru, the Nandas €
After Ajatasa Magadha. Figure 5.3 show

Maurya captured the throne of
towns of Magadha.

—

IMPORTANT TOWNS
OF MAGADHA

® Vaishali

@ Pataliputra

Nalanda@

odhgayaga’g"@

Parasnath

@

Fig. 5.3 Important Towns of Magadha

5.3.1 Rise of Magadha

Magadha embraces the districts of Patna and Gaya in Bihar. It was bound on the Nort
and the West by the rivers Ganges and Son, on the south by the spurs of the Vindhya
and on the east by the river Champa. Its earliest capital was Griivraja or Rajagriha n¢?
Rajgir. The other names for the city were Magadhapura, Brihadrathapura Vasumati
Kusagrapura and Bimbisarapuri.

H‘.C. Raychaudhuri, an Indian historian known for his studies on ancient India
states, “The early dynastic history of Magadha is shrouded in darkness. We have
;’CCE_‘S'OTI glimpses of war-lords and statesmen, some probably entirely mythical othe!
having the appearance of a leader. The histo ; - bisa?
of the Haryanka Kula.’ ry commences with the famous Bimbis?

s lTh;:re is a reference in the Rigvedatoa territory called Kikata which was ruled
y a chief named Pramaganda. Kikata is described as a synonym of Magadha. The

Yajurveda refers to th - ) _
Magadha. e bards of Magadha. Figure 5.4 illustrates ancient coins fro
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-

Fig. 5.4 Coins from Magadha
5.3.2 Life in Magadha

Position of the King

The king had absolute powers, as sanctioned by the Brahmins. The king, in turn, held the
Brahmins in great respect. He performed sacrifices such as the Ashwamedha yajna to
establish his supremacy. He ruled with the help of other officials, such as the Senani
(commander-in-chief) and amatyas (officers in charge of revenue collection).

The king had the right to collect taxes. This money was spent on maintaining the
army; paying salaries to the officers; building roads, wells and canals; and supporting the
Brahmins. The king had to maintain a huge army as the majahanapadas were always
fighting with each other. He also had his capital fortified.

The Society

The society remained divided into the four main varnas—Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Vaishyas and Sudras. The first three classes enjoyed all the privileges. The Brahmins
framed laws, which the rest of the society had to follow. The position of the Sudras
remained inferior to others. Inter-caste marriages were not permitted.

Child marriage and polygamy were common and women continued to have a
lower status in the society. They were expected to serve the menfolk.

The system of varnashrama was more rigidly established. Man’s life continued
to be divided into four main ashramas.

Religion
on. The Brahmins conducted all the rituals and

ceremonies in Sanskrit, a language not understood by the common.pcoplc. The yajna
or sacrifices were very expensive. The common pcoplc. cspecml‘ly the poor, f elt
sidelined and resented this. This paved the way for the rise of Buddhism and Jainism.

Brahmanism was the dominant religi

Education

The gurukul system of education continued. Important centres of learning were Kashu,

Ujjain and Taxila.

Seli-l
Marem
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Agriculture, Taxation and Trade

ables and oilseeds were the maj, .
A0,

arcanc, vegel | '
was the mamn source of pey,
ILV(JI]”(:

| Wheat, rice, cotton, SUE ; .
le food. Agriculturc

grown, Rice was the stap
for the statc.

- S e {0 the king. This wag
The peasant had to pay one-sixth of i produc E > WS cally

- e were collected in kind, n the fi
bhaga or sharc. In the beginning, faxes were ¢ " ters would ¢ form of
products o services (barter system). For example, hunters WOUKE pay taxe, j

the form of animal or animal pm(lucc. Artisans and (.:I‘uﬂsnl(.lll also had (g Dy
taxes. A weaver or blackst Kk for the king one day every mop,

!J

nith would wor

3. Later, this barter system changed and coins of silver, copper and gold wey,
issued by the state.

4. Taxes were levied on traders.

axes in kind, i.c. some part of his hunt. When coip;

5. Hunters also had to pay t : .
llected in cash. Special officers were appointeg

were introduced, taxes were co

as tax collectors.

6. Artisans and craftsmen organized themselves into guilds. These professions

were hereditary.

7. The introduction of coinage provided a boost to trade. People settled near markel
centres to trade. These trade centres developed into cities. Pataliputra, Ayodhya,
Mathura and Vaishali were important cities. Rivers were used as trade routes.

8. Champa was an important river port. Sopara was an important seaport. The
chief articles of trade were silk, muslin, ivory, jewellery and perfumes.

9. Thus, the political and economic developments of the sixth century BC paved
the way for establishment of empires later in history.

5.3.3 The Brihadrathas

According to the Mahabharata and the Puranas, the earliest dynasty of Magadha was
founded by Brihadratha, the father of Jarasandha and the son of Vasu. According t0
the Ramayana, Vasu himself was the founder of Griveraja or Vasumati. In the Puranas,
we come across a list of the kings of this dynasty. The chronology of the kings 5
given in the Puranas and the order or their succession may not be true.

i The Jain wn'te‘rs refer to two early kings of Rajagriha named Samudra Vijay2
Ia{n aya. The la_tter is stated to have been taught by the Jains and reached perfecti0“~
owever, there is no corroboration of the facts stated by the Jain writers

5.3.4 The Haryanka Dynasty

Therei : .
ere is no definite data regarding the origin of the Haryanka dynasty. Bimbisara was

not the founder of the Ha it i
‘ : : ryanka dynasty as it is stated i o
anointed king by his father when he was 15 years of alélethc e

Bimbisara

Bimbisara was an ambitious kin

by his polic L g.and he added to the prestige a 2

sister o?Pra:ez;tn:;momal alliances and annexations. Cg)nen;jfsgzngli:rfstjfs d£e

revenue of a hu;ldred t;r of Kosala. She brought with her a village ianashi, ielding

Bimbisara, Chellans wns o 107 bath and perfume money. Anoth Y en of
» Was the youngest of the seven daughters ;)f ruler e;)rf ((lfuheetakﬂ-
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ihe ruler of Vaishali. According to a Tibetan writer, Bimbisara had another wife called
yasavi. It .is sta_ted that shq saved the life of her husband by giving him food wehz;l] tlL1e
[atter WasS imprisoned byAJatz{satlu. She may be the same woman as Chellana. Another
wife was probably from Punjab. Her name was Khema, the daughter of the King of

Madda or Madra. The matrimonial alliances must have helped Bimbisara to extend his
influence both eastwards and westwards.

Bimbisara bad man}' sons and they gave him a lot of trouble. According to the
Jain writers, Kumlfa or Ajatasatru, Halla, Vehalla, Abahya, Nandisena and Megha
Kumara were the six sons of Bimbisara. The first three were the sons of Chellana and

the fourth was of Amrapali, the courtesan. Buddhist writers refer to Ajasatru, Vimala,
Kondanna, Vehalla and Silavat.

The King of Taxila was harassed by his enemies and he asked Bimbisara to
help him. Although the ambassador from Taxila was well received, no help was given
to the king as Bimbisara was not prepared to alienate other rulers. It is stated that
Bimbisara sent his physician Jivak to cure the king of Avanti who was suffering from
jaundice. Bimbisara conquered and annexed the kingdom of Anga after defeating
Brahmadatta. The conquest of Anga is proved by the evidence of the Digha Nikaya
and Mahavagga. According to Hemachandra, the Jain writer, Anga was governed as
a separate province by the crown prince who had his headquarters at Champa. The
conquest of Anga must have added to the material prosperity of Bimbisara. It is stated
that Champa was one of the six cities of the Buddhist world. There are references to
its gate, walls and a watch tower. Its traders went as far as Suvarnabhumi. The other

important towns of Anga were Apana and Assapino.

The territory of Bimbisara included 80,000 villages and covered an area of 300
leagues. A number of republican communities under the Rajakumaras were also

included within the territory.

There are different accounts with regard to the death of Bimbisara. According
to the Avashyakasutra of the Jains, Bimbisara decided to appoint Ajatasatru as his
successor in preference to his other sons. However, Ajatasatru became impatient and
imprisoned his father where he was looked afler by Queen Chellana. Later, Ajatasatru
came to know from his mother that his father had loved him very much and on one
occasion had sucked his swollen finger to relieve his pain. Ajatasatru was repentant

and decided to break his fetters with an iron club. However, Bimbisara suspected

foul play on the part of his son and committed suicide by taking poison. Figure 5.5
d by Ajatasatru.

illustrates the prison in Rajgir where Bimbisara was imprisone
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5.3.5 Ajatasatru

Ajatasatru is stated to have ruled from about 551 to 510 Bc. It was during his Telgn
the Haryanka dynasty reached the highest point. Ajatasatru added to the pregjjq,
glory of his dynasty by his conquests.

According to the Buddhist tradition, when Bimbisara died, his queen Kosgly Doy
also died on account of her love for her husband. A village in Kashi had been giveny,
Bimbisara as bath and perfume money as a part of Kosala Devi's dowry. A, the
death of the lady, the king of Kosala decided to take away that village. The resul; Wasg
war that took place between Kosala and Magadha. There were many ups and dowy, in
the war. It is stated that on one occasion the king of Kosala was defeated and he hyq 1
flee to his capital. On another occasion, Ajatasataru was defeated and captured. Howeve
the king of Kosala agreed to marry his daughter, Vajra, to Ajatasatru and bestow upon
her the village of Kashi for her bath and perfume money. It is further stated that the King
of Kosala was ousted from his throne by his commander-in-chief who put prince
Vidudabha on the throne. The king of Kosala decided to seek the help of his son-in-law
and set out for the capital of Magadha but unfortunately he died outside the gates of the
capital due to exposure.

1
dnd

Ajatasatru also fought against Vaishali. It is stated by Jain writers that Bimbisara
gifted Halla and Vehalla his two elephants, named Seyanaga and Sechanaka, and a
large necklace of 18 strings of jewels. Halla and Vehalla were born from Queen
Chellana, the daughter of king Chetaka of Vaishali. When, Ajatasatru became king
after the death of his father, he asked Halla and Vehalla to return the elephants and the
necklace. They refused and Ajatasatru put pressure on Chetaka to hand over Halla
and Vehalla to him but he refused to do so. Under the circumstances, war started
between Magadha and Vaishali.

According to Buddhaghosha, a fifih century Indian Theravadin Buddhist
commentator, there was a mine of gems at the foot of a hill near a port on the Ganges.
There was an agreement between Ajatasatru and the Lichchavis that they were (0
divide the gems equally. However, the Lichchavis did not keep their promise and took
away all the gems. That led to a war between the two kingdoms. It is also stated that
Ajatasatru was instigated to start war against the Lichchavis by his wife Padmavati

. The war against the Lichchavis was not an casy one and is stated to have lasted
for at lg:lsl si,\'tccn\ years. The Lichchavis were at the height of their power and
{:r:)r‘lp;::zrg::;:(Ll;;l”::z'i(:’:;l‘;l::[;': \t\hl;lytgtl:m Lichch_uvis were invincible bC(.:ausc (l]L')"
S : could bring strength (o a republic, such &
hul.dmg .Iull. and frequent assemblics. ensuring  the unity of counsel and policy
Mamtaming institutions of worship, showing reverence to elders and hm‘mu;in y worne!
and ascetics. Buddha is stated (o have been consulted by Aja‘lus"nru in the ﬁnucr of
the conquest of Vaishali, Vassakara, g minister ol'/\i;.uus‘um;‘ e dlL‘l 1‘0 hav¢
::,l,l_.i::njkdr\;"h his master and took refuge with the Li.chc}‘lu\‘is.’ Xlrch:l\]\'i::ning ove!
““"“”i;:;:ﬁll; t\”‘ltllt;nhlflrtécg-,u).C.ru:w,dlsscnm'.“s among them. This he was able
R L‘ura anc \‘\ hen the Lichchavis were attacked by Ajatasatrt
: cleated. Figure 5.6 illustrates the remains of Ajatasatru’s fort in Bihar

e U -
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Fig. 5.6 Remains of Ajatasatru’s Fort

Ajatasatru also fought against Avanti. King Pradyota of Avanti made preparations
10 avenge the death of Bimbisara. It is stated in the Majjahimanikaya that on one
occasion Ajatasatru had to fortify his capital as he was afraid of an invasion by Pradyota.
It is not clear whether the invasion actually took place or not. However, the fact

remains that Ajatasatru was not able to conquer Avanti.

5,3.6 Darsaka

ru was succeeded by Darsaka and he ruled for
ger, a renowned scholar of ancient India, it is a

mistake to say that Ajatasatru was succeeded by Darsaka as it is definitely stated in
Pali literature that Udayibhadda was the son of Ajatasatru and probably his successor.
In the Kathakosha and the Parisishtaparavan, Udayin or Udaya has been mentioned
as the son of Ajatasatru and also his immediate successor. It is stated in the
Svapnavasavadatta that Darsaka was a ruler of Magadha and a contemporary of
Udayana. However, on account of what is to be found in Buddhist and Jain literature, it
cannot be stated that Darsaka was the immediate successor of Ajatasatru on th.e throne
of Magadha. It is possible that he might have been merely a Manc_iahka Raja. D-R.
Bhandarkcar , an authority on the studies of ancient Indian history, id engﬁes Dar.sak_a wu,h
Naga'DaSaka who is mentioned in the Ceylonese chronicles as the last king of Blmblsara. S
line. It jg to be noted that the Djvyavadan t mention the name of Darsaka 1n

| a does noO
the list of Bimbjsarids.

S. ;
&1 Udyain or Udayabhadra

According to the Puranas, Ajatasat
twenty five years. According to Gei

r 16 years. The Katha kosh-a
ti. He 1s represented in
Suri, a renowned Jaina
helmed with grief

Accord' ] d fO

ding to the Mahavamsa, Udayabhadra .2

deusgnb.es him as the son of Ajatasatru by his wife Padmz:jva

¢ dhist literature as a parricide like his (ather. Hemachan rz:)verw
Olar of the twelfth century, states that Udayabhadra was

at
the death of hig father. i ded a new capital
2, Udyain founde anew cap

. . andr: ;
" According to Parisishtaparavan %f ficglz;:: {0 be known 8 Pataliputra. The
i

e be .
banks of the river Ganges an
Self-Insmructu

Vaterial
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- Anurudha, Munda and Naga Dasak

he built the city Kusumpyp,

n of the place at the conflyey,
Ce

Vayu purand also state that
view of commercg
Tee dng

h year of his reign. The situatio

Gargisumhim and the
n made it important from the point of

Pataliputra in the fourt
of the Ganges and the So
strategy.

It is st
Udyain. The

ated in the Parisishtapara\v-'an that the king of Avqnll vlvlas an c”‘fmy of
fall of Anga, Vaishali and Kosala had lefl Avanti as the only riva] o
Magadha and consequently there was bound t0 be’ erﬂ]l')" and elsimly bcm{ccn the
two Kingdoms. The war that begun a " Ajatasatrt, must have continueq

the time of Udyain as well. _
According to the Avasyakasulra, Udyain was responSlbIC for the constructig,

of chaityagraha or a Jain shrine in the heart of the capital- He also observed fast o

the eighth and fourteenth days of every of those d‘a()j/sl,) a teachgr came
to his place to give him a discourse. The tea . anied DY a novice who
murdered the king with d that the king of Avanti was responsible

his dagger. It is state
for the plot which resulte

d in the death of Udyain.
It is stated in the Avasyaka-sutra f Ujjain was defeated by Udyain

that the king 0

on many occasions.
According to historians, one of the Patna statues in the Bharhut Gallery of the
[ndian Museum in Calcutta is that of Udyain. According to the Puranas, Udyain was
r, it 1S stated in the

succeeded by Nandivardhana and Mahanandin. Howeve
d the Mahavamsa put

Parisishtaparavan that Udyain left no heir. The Dipavamsa an
a after Udyain. It is also stated in the

Angutaranikaya that Munda was the king of Pataliputra. The name of Munda is also

mentioned in the Divyavadana.

5.3.8 Saisunaga or Sisunaga

It is stated in the Ceylonese chronicles that Sisunaga was an amatya and was acting
as a Governor at Benaras. He was put on the throne of Magadha by the people who
revolted against the dynasty of parricides. He had a second royal residence at Vaishali,
which ultimately became his capital. The monarch (Sisunaga), not unmindful of his
rr.lotherts origin, re-established the city of Vesali (Vaishali) and fixed in it the royal
city which she never afterwards recovered.
The i i i
b Pradx;c:ztdu;n}:;rt;agi Z(\:/l:st\;fament of Sisunaga was that he destroyed the glory

L Aj::;es zI]’ttrxlrlanlztisl Sse;z: et((j) l?e :;/)ro;g in making Sisunaga a predecessor of B imbisara
. in the Puranas that Sisunaga destroyed the f:

1 ur: ame Of ﬂ]e

_I;“Lz;d}}:glztl.sl .of f;vantl and also started living at Girivraja after placing his son at Benaras:

The hos rl 1t);3 etween Magadha and Avanti dates from the time of Ajatasatru and 1ot

o aAu ::ln'arfz-]s was conquered !)y Ajatasatru and was a part of Magadha under

. All this fits in properly only if we put Sisunaga after Bimbisara and Ajatasatit

and not before them as contend :
History of India. nded by V.A. Smith, a great scholar and author of Oxfo" d

According to the Pu .
: ranas, Sisunaga we
according to the Cey vt ga was succeeded by Kakavarnz il
by Bl]urlj,arkarejgzzquncs(e}Lhromdes’ l,]e was succeeded by Igalasokaall-ltki!s. sflijoweested
and Kalasoka are th i (a German classicist and historian) and Geiger .that Kaﬁfvamﬂ
succed - € same person. ACCOrding to Asok

ceded by Kakavarna. sokavadana, Mundavas was
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Thzsﬁond.?rtdd;m‘ COuncil met at Vaishali in the time of Kalasoka. He also
u'm1sf§rfe capnaito atallplltra. I‘l 1s stated in Bana’s Harshacharita that Katavarna
was killed by a dagger thrust into his throat. Diodrous states:

‘The kld"i% c]’g t.hC Gaf]darida], (i.c., King Nanda) was a man of quite worthless
character, 'an’ 1eld n no respect, as he was thought to be the son of a barber. This
man, the king’s father was a comely person, and of him the Queen had became deeply

enamoqred. The old king had been treacherously murdered by his wife and the
succession had devolved on him who now reigned.’

Most probably, the successors of Kalasoka were his ten sons who ruled
simultaneously. According to the Mahabodbivamsa, their names were Bhadrasena,
Korandavarna, Mangura, Sarvanjaha, Jalita, Ubhaka, Sanjaya, Koravya,
Nandivardhana and Panchamaka. However, the name of Nandivardhana alone has
been mentioned in the Puranas. Efforts have been made to read his name in the Patna
statue and also in the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela of Kalinga. However, it
is pointed out that there is nothing in the Puranas to show that Nandivardhana ruled
Kalinga. The only thing that is stated is that while the Saisunagas and their predecessors
were reigning in Magadha, 32 kings ruled in Kalinga at the same time. Thus, we
should identify Nandaraja of the Hathigumpha inscription who held possession of
Kalinga either with the all conquering Mahapadma Nanda or one of his sons.

ACTIVITY
Make a chronological chart of the rulers of Magadha.

54 THE NANDAS AND THE RISE OF
CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA

The Nandas were the successors of the Sisunaga dynasty. The Puranas refer to the
nine Nandas who ruled for 100 years. The nine Nandas mentioned in the
Mahabodhivamsa are Urasena, Panduka, Pandugati, Bhutapala, Rashtrapala,
Govishanaka, Dasaisddhaka, Kaivarita and Dhana. While the Mahabodhivamsa calls
the first Nanda by the name of Ugrasena, the Puranas call‘ him by the name of
Mahapadma or Mahapadmapati. The Puranas also describe him as a son .Of the last
Kshatrabandhu, king of the preceding line by a Sudra mother. According to the
Parisishtaparvan, the first Nanda was the son of a courtesan by a barber. Quintus
Curtius Rufus, a first century BC Roman historian, in reference to the Nandas, states:

‘His father was in fact a barber scarcely staving of hunger by his dail}r earnings,
but who from his being not uncomely in person, had gaine'd the affections of the
queen and was by her influence advanced to too near a place in the conﬁdence of the
reigning monarch. Afterwards, however, he tre.:acherously medf?er his sovereign,
and then under the pretence of acting as guard.lan to the royal children, usurpe(.i the.
supreme authority, and having put the young princes to death begot the present king.

Mahapadma Nanda has been described in the Purans as the destroyer of all the
KShalriyas (Sarva K sbatrantaka). He has also been described as a Second’ Parsurama
or Bhargava and the sole sovereign who brolué’ht the “'hOkf C?”h Qnder his authority.
He defeated the Ikshavakus, Panchalas, Kasis, Haihayas, Kalingas, Asmakas, Kurus,
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Check Your Progress

3. Fill in the blanks.
(a) The first

(b)

important ruler
of Magadha
was

After
Ajatshatru the

emerged as the
last powerful
dynasty before
Chandragupta
Maurya
captured the
throne of
Magadha.

4. State whether True
or False.

()

(b)

According to the
Mahabharata and
the Puranas, the
carliest dynasty
of Magadha was
founded by
Jar-sandha.

Accordmg 1o the
Puranas.
Ajatasatru was
succeeded by
Darsaka
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et i " - The lain writers also refer to the extensjy e
Maithilas, Surasenas, Vitihotras, ctc. The Jain writers also refer to the CXICNSive tgp.

of Mahapadma Nanda. The classical writers also rL-l'cr v the [:”'S',‘ (Prachyas,) umll (t'f?
Gandaridae as being under one sovereign with ’lhclr capital at ,l nl.'-llllplllrn. /\cu.m"“, l:.
Pliny, a Roman author, naturalist and natural plnlusnl‘h'-;f' "h“ ' “.'““ "’."C’“”U‘l' every, ”54-;
people in India and their capital was located at Iulhlmlhm 01 l' {‘Il:lllplllr;l, 'H;Q
Kathasaritsagar refers 10 the camp of king Nlllltlﬂ in Ayodhya. There gy 0
inscriptions from Mysore which state that Kuntala was l'l'llL'(l h'y FIIL‘ N.’nulu-., T
Hathigumpha inscription of Kharvela refers to the constructive actvity ol Napyf, i
in Kalinga and his conquest ol some place in the country or lh%' .rcnl(will of sy
sacred object. It is possible that Mahapadma was rcspnnmhl.c for the conduesy
Asmaka and other regions lying further south. It 1s nl.’w possible that l“"'.‘l”“lilliqm
covered a considerable part of the Deccan. Figure 5.7 illustrates the rare silver gy,

from the Nanda dynasty.

il

Fig. 5.7 Silver Coins from the Nanda Dynasty

According to Curtius, the first Nanda king had about a cavalry 0f 20,000 horses,
200,000 infantry, 2,000 four-horsed chariots and more than 300 elephants

According to the Matsya Purana, Mahapadma Nanda ruled for 88 years.
However, the Vayu Purana says that he ruled only for 28 years. According to Taranath,
a Tibettan Buddhist monk and historian, Mahapadma reigned for 29 years. According.
to Ceylonese chronicles, the Nandas ruled only for 22 years.

Dhanananda

According to the Mahabodhivamsa, Dhanananda was the last king of the Nanda
dynasty. It is suggested that he should be identified with the Agrammes or Xandrames
of the classical writers. George Turner, the translator of Mahavamsa into English, has
provided the following information:

.‘The youngest brother was called Dhana Nanda from his being addicted t0
hoarfimg treasure. ....He collected riches to amount of 80 kotis in a rock in the bed of
the river (Ganges). Having caused a great excavation to be made, he buried the treasure
there....levying taxes among other articles, even on skins, gums, and stones. He
amassed further treasure which he disposed of similarly.’ '

It is stated that Alexander got information regarding the military strength and
inﬂx:o;;u.laqty pf the last Nanda king. King Porus stated tl%at the kingqc,)f Ganggar idai
Ve lr;sx%mﬁcant person and was not held in high esteem. He was considered to b¢
i of'abarber. Plutarch, a Greek historian, tells us that Androkottos or Chandragupt?

rya had stated that the Nanda king was disliked and looked down upon by his
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(ubject on account of his evil nature and the unkin

(he cause of the unpopularity of the Nandas w dness of his origin. It is possible that

as their financial extorti
After Alexander’s departure, Ch -
» Chandragupta Maurya t
weaknessespof Dhanax}anda and deS_tTOYed the power of therT}\lIangr oaf(li\:lizn?dglf 0;‘3‘3
21 BO)- The mnisgetqlto a dynastic revolution by which the Nandas werf ovczl(lr Sim
by the Mauryas. A detailed account of the same is given to the Mudrarakshasa o

The Puranas refer to the Nandas as irrelio; i
they had the%r leanings towards Jainisali.1 r;f l;glcs)‘::ast:(; ?}ii:ta:::rlxl:;]; I;(alipelirs e
msnuqlental in thg execution of the programme of the extermination Z)f azlll lI)(as}il tw v
dynasties of the‘tlme. The other ministers were his descendants. Sakatala w:srtlﬂz
minister of the mn.th N?nda. Itis stated in the Mudrarakshasa that bhanakya selected
a Jain as one of his chief agents. Jain influence is visible in the whole of the drama

Nandas are a}lso stated to have possessed a lot of wealth. A reference has already
peen made to the riches of Dhana Nanda. Krishnaswamy Aiyengar, a Tamil historian
and writer, refers to the wealth of the Nandas in the Beginnings of South Indian
History. Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese traveller, tells us that the Nandas had five treasures.
The Kathasaritsagar also says that the Nandas had 990 millions of gold pieces. There
are similar references in the accounts of the classical writers.

Chandragupta Maurya is discussed in detail in the next unit.

Dip You Know

Magadha became the foremost of Indian kingdoms with the new capital
Pataliputra, a port city on the banks of the river Ganges.

55 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:
o The Aryans moved eastwards into eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar by the 6th
century Bc. Of the sixteen mahajanapadas, Kosala, Avanti, Vatsa and Magadha

were prominent.

» Magadha was the most powerful durin
Ajatashatru. The king in this period was

s According to the Mahabharata and the Puranas, the earliest dynasty of Magadha
was founded by Brihadratha, the father of Jarasandha and the son of Vasu.
According to the Ramayand, Vasu himself was the fognder of Qr:;/eraja or
Vasumati. In the Puranas, we come across a list of the kings of this dynasty.

ra included 80,000 villages and covered an area of 300
‘ mmunities under the Rajakumaras Were

g the reign of Bimbisara and his son
powerful and assisted by ministers.

* The territory of Bimbisa '
leagues. A number of republican €O

also included within the territory. .
. . . l-
* According to the Buddhist tradition, when Bimbisara died. his queen Kosala

Devi also died on account of Ler love for her husbarfd. A \;lrltl::)gfeK lgslzl:;slr)ne}\l,?:
been given to Bimbisara a5 bath and pcrf ume mon‘e)l' acsiezt: ]i)dEd B o
dowry. After the death of the queen, the king of f(osz; r? g Mgactn,
village. The result was @ war that took place betwe
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Check Your Progress

5. Fill in the blanks.

(a) The Nandas
were the
successors of
the
dynasty.

(b) The
refer to the
Nandas as
irreligious or
Adharmikah.

6. State whether True
or False.

(a) According to
the
Mahabodhivamsa,
Dhanananda
was the last
king of the
Nanda dynasty.

(b) Sakatala was the
minister of the
first Nanda

ruler
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,tra of the Jains, Bimbisara decided 1 app
‘ J]
reference to his other sons. However, A jal“,‘a‘“’
y
J his father where he was looked aficr by quq“
Tl

" e According to the Avashyakasi
Ajatasatru as his successor inp
became impatient and imprisone
Chellana.

e According to the Mah
Kathakosha describes him as the son
represented in Buddhist literature as a par

e It is stated in the Ceylonese chronicles th
acting as a Governor at Benaras. The mos
was that he destroyed the glory of the Pradyotad

o The Nandas were the successors of the Sisunaga dynasty. The Puranas refery,

the nine Nandas who ruled for 100 years. The nine‘Nandas mentioned in the
Mahabodhivamsa are Urasena, Panduka, Pandugatl, Bhutapala, Rashtrapg];
d Dhana.

Govishanaka, Dasaisddhaka, Kaivarita an

avamsa, Udayabhadra ruled for sixteen years The
of Ajatasatru by his wife Padmavatj, .

ricide like his father.

at Sisunaga was an amartya and v,
t important achievement of SiSUnaga
ynasty of Avanti.

5.6 KEY TERMS

e Republic: A form of government where an elected group of people were the

rulers.
o Monarchy: A political system with hereditary rule of the king.

o Puranas: Sacred texts of Hinduism that describes the history of the universe and

Hindu philosophy.

57 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. (a) Republican (b) Monarchical
2. (a) True (b) False

3. (a) Bimbisara (b) Nandas

4. (a) False (b) True

5. (a) Sisunaga (b) Puranas

6. (a) True (b) False

5.8 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

. List the important republics of the sixth century c
2. State the main features of the administrative system of the republics

3. Write a note on Ajatasatru’s rise to power.

Long-Answer Questions

Discuss the emergence and rise of sixteen mahajanapadas

2 ; .
Trace the rise of Magadha under the leadership of Bimbisara

structional

o 1cuss the legends concerning the first Nanda.
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