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About the University 

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education 

in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and has completed twenty-five years of its existence. Late Smt. 

Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th 

February, 1984 at Rono Hills, where the present campus is located. 

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfill the 

objectives as envisaged in the University Act. The university received academic recognition under 

Section 2(f) from the University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started functioning 

from 1st April, 1985. It got financial recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March, 

1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself 

in the educational scenario of the country following its selection as a University with potential for 

excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants Commission from among 

universities in India. 

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007 as per 

notification of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India. 

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acres 

overlooking the river Dikrong. It is 6.5 km from the National Highway 52-A and 25 km from 

Itanagar, the State capital. The campus is linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge. 

The teaching and research programmes of the University are designed with a view to play a 

positive role in the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The University offers 

Undergraduate, Post- graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Education also 

offers the B.Ed. programme. 

There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been extending 

educational facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The strength of 

students in different departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily 

increasing. 

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial support 

from UGC and other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects 

have been sanctioned by various funding agencies to the University. Various departments have organized 

numerous seminars, workshops and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national 

and international conferences and seminars held within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and 

distinguished personalities have visited the University and delivered lectures on various disciplines. 

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the University. The switch 

over from the annual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students 

registered a marked improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies 

(BPGS) have been implemented. VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the 

UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet access. 

In spite of infrastructural constraints, the University has been maintaining its academic 

excellence. The University has strictly adhered to the academic calendar, conducted the examinations 

and declared the results on time. The students from the University have found placements not only in 

State and Central Government Services, but also in various institutions, industries and organizations. 

Many students have emerged successful in the National Eligibility Test (NET). 

Since inception, the University has made significant progress in teaching, research, innovations in 

curriculum development and developing infrastructure. 

 

 



About IDE 

 

The formal system of higher education in our country is facing the problems of access, limitation of 

seats, lack of facilities and infrastructure. Academicians from various disciplines opine that it is 

learning which is more important and not the channel of education. The education through distance 

mode is an alternative mode of imparting instruction to overcome the problems of access, 

infrastructure and socio-economic barriers. This will meet the demand for qualitative higher education 

of millions of people who cannot get admission in the regular system and wish to pursue their 

education. It also helps interested employed and unemployed men and women to continue with their 

higher education, Distance education is a distinct approach to impart education to learners who 

remained away in the space and/or time from the teachers and teaching institutions on account of 

economic, social and other considerations. Our main aim is to provide higher education opportunities 

to those who are unable to join regular academic and vocational education programmes in the 

affiliated colleges of the University and make higher education reach to the doorsteps in rural and 

geographically remote areas of Arunachal Pradesh in particular and North-eastern part of India in 

general. In 2008, the Centre for Distance Education has been renamed as "Institute of Distance 

Education (IDE)." 

Continuing the endeavor to expand the learning opportunities for distant learners, IDE has 

introduced Post Graduate Courses in 5 subjects (Education, English, Hindi, History and Political 

Science) from the Academic Session 2013-14. The Institute of Distance Education is housed in the 

Physical Sciences Faculty Building (first floor) next to the University Library. The University campus 

is 6 kms from NERIST point on National Highway 52A. The University buses ply to NERIST point 

regularly. 

Outstanding Features of Institute of Distance Education: 

 

(1) At Par with Regular Mode 

Eligibility requirements, curricular content, mode of examination and the award of degrees 

are on par with the colleges affiliated to the Rajiv Gandhi University and the Department(s) of the 

University. 

(ii) Self-Instructional Study Material (SISM) 

The students are provided SISM prepared by the Institute and approved by Distance 

Education Council (DEC), New Delhi. This will be provided at the time of admission at the IDE or its 

Study Centres. SISM is provided only in English except Hindi subject. 

(iii) Contact and Counseling Programme (CCP) 

The course curriculum of every programme involves counselling in the form of personal 

contact programme of duration of approximately 7-15 days. The CCP shall not be compulsory for BA. 

However for professional courses and MA the attendance in CCP will be mandatory.  

(iv) Field Training and Project 

For professional course(s) there shall be provision of field training and project writing in the 

concerned subject.  

(v) Medium of Instruction and Examination 

The medium of instruction and examination will be English for all the subjects except for 

those subjects where the learners will need to write in the respective languages. 

(vi) Subject/Counseling Coordinators 

For developing study material, the IDE appoints subject coordinators from within and outside 

the University. In order to run the PCCP effectively Counseling Coordinators are engaged from the 

Departments of the University. The Counseling-Coordinators do necessary coordination for involving 

resource persons in contact and counseling programme and assignment evaluation. The learners can 

also contact them for clarifying their difficulties in then respective subjects. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The culture and history of India are undoubtedly dynamic, unique and intriguing. It is 
one of the first civilizations to have come into existence. Historical records trace the 
beginnings of this nation to the Indus Valley Civilization-one of the oldest known 
civilizations in the world and an architectural marvel. 

 
India was plundered and invaded repeatedly by foreign rulers such as Timur and Mahmud 

Ghazni. These invasions laid the foundation for the establishment of Muslim rule in India by 
Qutub-din-Aibak. He was the first ruler of the Delhi Sultanate and also the founder of the 
Slave dynasty. Aibak was followed by Iltutmish, who was followed by Razia Sultan - the first 
female ruler of the Delhi Sultanate. However, she could not rule for long and the reigns 
ultimately went into the hands of Jalal-ud-din- Firuz Khilji. He established the Khilji 
Sultanate. After his death, the Delhi Sultanate was left without any leader. Any subsequent 
rulers were defeated by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. His victory led to the transfer in power of the 
Delhi Sultanate. Muhammad- bin-Tughlaq and Feroz Shah Tughlaq were the two famous 
rulers of this dynasty. This dynasty was followed by the Sayyid and Lodhi dynasties. 
However, none of them could hold on to power for long and eventually Babur-the first 
Mughal emperor of India-defeated and conquered them. 

 
In AD 1526, Babur, a descendant of Timur, from Central Asia, swept across the Khyber 

Pass and established the Mughal Empire, which lasted for over 200 years. The Mughal 
Dynasty had taken hold of most of the Indian subcontinent by AD 1600. It went into a slow 
decline after AD 1707 and finally came to an end following defeat in the Indian Mutiny of 
1857. 

 
The Mughal period marked a vast social change in the subcontinent, as the Hindu majority 

was ruled over by the Mughal emperors. Some emperors showed religious tolerance, others 
liberally patronized Hindu culture, while some others destroyed the historical temples and 
imposed taxes on the non-Muslims. During the decline of the Mughal Empire-which at its 
peak occupied an area slightly larger than the ancient Mauryan Empire-several smaller 
empires rose to fill the power vacuum, and subsequently contributed to the decline of the 
Empire. 

 
This book - History of India (1200-1707) - has been designed keeping in mind the self-

instruction mode (SIM) format and follows a simple pattern, wherein each unit of the book 
begins with the Introduction followed by the Unit Objectives for the topic. The content is 
then presented in a simple and easy-to-understand manner, and is interspersed with Check 
Your Progress questions to reinforce the student's understanding of the topic. A list of 
Questions and Exercises is also provided at the end of each unit. The Summary, Key Terms, 
and Activity further act as useful tools for students and are meant for effective recapitulation 
of the text. 
This book is divided into five units 
 
Unit 1: Cover the various sources that help us trace the history of a particular period, such as, 
coins, monuments, chronicles and so on.  
 
Unit 2: Examines the rules of the Khilji dynasty, the Tughlaq dynasty and the Sayyeds and 
Lodhis. Unit 3: Traces the rise and fall of two significant Mughal rulers-Babur and Humayun. 
 
Unit 4: Begins with the greatest emperor of India, Humayun's son, Akbar and discusses in 
detail the Second Battle of Panipat, Akbar's policies; it also covers in brief the reigns of 
Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb. 
 
Unit 5: Introduces you to the Vijaynagar Empire and the rise and fall of the Bahamani 
kingdom. 




















































































































































































































































































































