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vishnu, the Narad, the Brihaspati etc.), the Puranas (the Vishnu, the Vayu-18 in al]

and the epics (the Ramayana and the Mahabharata) which assist one in deci t:n s
and umlcrslandir_JgLQIc the history and culture of India ﬁmpﬁ‘ae‘@g
ave. The Rig Veda provides us some significant information about the Cl\’ﬂ'lzTubEow
Tﬁ'{arlﬂggi_c_ége while the rest of the three Vedas illuminate upon the specifici n of
the cultural aspects of the later age. The Brahmins provide us some critical knowlgi oe
concerning the Aryans—their attitude towards east India, religious beliefs, and nTu?,gis
to be conducted especially during the later Vedic age. The ggg_nishads,. too, were
concerned with the philosophical speculations and beliefs qf the A}‘Ta}l—s—‘s;afas ri
trans-migration of soul, Brahma and salvation. The S-ﬁaystr‘a?ih—f&fﬁ'ﬁ_s about the
rituals while performing different Yajnas and the religious, social, moral and political
responsibilities of an individual. The Smiritis reveal to us the social and religious
conditions of the Indians between 200 BC to AD 600. The Ramayana and the
Mahabharata are useful for knowing the living conditions of the Aryans during the
later Vedic age while the Puranas help us in finding out the history of the rulers and
their kingdoms which existed in India after the war of the Mahabharata till the 6th

century AD.

Buddhist religious texts

The original Buddhist texts are known as the Tripitaka. They are three in number and
can be categorized as follows: -

1. The Vinya pitaka which describes the rules and regulations for the guidance of

the Buddhist monks and the general management. of the Church o

2. The Sutti-pitaka.is a collection of the religious discourses of Buddha
3. The Ahbidhamma-pitaka which contains an exposition of the philosophical
principles underlying religion. :

Afterwards, the Mahayana and the Tantrika sects of Buddhism created vast religious
literature of their own and the penultimate Jataka stories (nearly 549 in number) of
Mahayanism describing various life-stories of Mahatma Buddha were also written.
All'of them constitute the sources of approaching the contemporary culture and history
of India. These Buddhist religious texts provide useful information to us concerning
the polity, political Tife, different rulers, their dynasties. their rule and their kingdoms
up to the 6th century BC and also the social. cconomic, religious and cultural life of
people in that age. The religious texts, the Mahavansa and the Dipavansa, prepared

by the scholars of Sri Lanka, also provide us uscful information concerning the history

of ancient India.

Jain religious texts

The original Jain religious texts were called Agams. Afterwards, these were compiled

into 14 Purvas and further, the first ten Purvas were re-arranged in 12 Angas in the
vailable. Besides, a vast literature was

) 14 Purvas anc MR
fifth century AD. Now, only 11 Angas are a :
created by Jain scholars afterwards which also provides us useful knowledge

concerning the history, culture and civilization of ancient India. The Bhadrabahu
Charita refers to several events belonging to the reign of Chandragupta Maurya. The
Katha Kosh and other similar Jain religious texts have churned out some useful
historical material. Among the later Jain religious texts, one of the most prominent
ones is the Parisista Parva which was prepared during the 12th century.




1.3.1 Sanskrit, Secular and Regional Language Writings

The Vedas, the oldest recorded text of the Aryans, and the Buddhist texts are writlen
sources, which tell us about the past. But since these scripl:G are associated with
rituals or religious practices of the past, these are c?llcd religious sources. Other
examples are the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Gita and .the Puranas. However,
there could be books written in the past, e.g., accounts of foreign travellers who came
to India and wrote about the Indian society. The literature not connected with the
religion of the times is called ‘secular’. For ex.ample, the Arthashastra, which was
writtggé}fi_g_t&ilya. This book dealt with legal issues and state c_r_qﬁ.

India has a history spanning many thousands of years. The Indus Valley
Civilization was at par with the rest of the early civilizations. However, one point
which has been lacking is the absence of recorded history. This has been so evident
that a very prominent historian R. C. Majumdar has quoted: ‘One of the gravest
defects of Indian culture, which defies rational explanation, is the aversion of Indians
to writing history. They applied themselves to all conceivable branches of literature
and excelled in many of them, but they never seriously took to the writing of history,’

with the result that ‘for a great deal of our knowledge of ancient Indian history we are
indebted to foreigners’.

So, while we have many linguistic records of Indian history, the records are sketchy at
best. The earliest records begin with early pictures which later transformed into pictorial
scripts and engravings, which later evolved into modern orthographies. Modern Indian
languages belong to the following families of languages:

e Indo-Aryan languages =
e Tibeto-Burman languages
e Dravidian languages

The earliest form of Sanskrit is Vedic Sanskrit. It is an old Indo-Aryan language
which has descended from the Proto-Indo-Iranian origin and is closely related to
Avestan—the oldest preserved Iranian language. Vedic Sanskrit is thus the oldest
attested language of the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-European family. The other
languages descending from Vedic or sister dialects include: Kashmiri, Konkani, Dogri,
Garhwali, Punjabi, Kumaoni, Sindhi, Brajbhasha, Multani,mzﬂhfﬂi_”ryahvi, Bagheli,
Marwari and many more others,

The name Vedic Sanskrit takes its name from the Vedas, the language in which
these great texts were compiled. Vedic Sanskrit was originally preserved from the
oral traditions of Vedic chanting. This predated the written records by many centuries.
Due to the absence of epigraphic evidence and an unbroken manuscript tradition,
Vedic Sanskrit is also considered a reconstructed language. This is more so in the
case of the Rig Veda, the earliest Veda. This is because the hymns of the Rig Veda
were composed much earlier than the written records and were passed on from
generation to generation by means of oral chanting.

The oldest core of the Vedic Sanskrit predates 1500 BC. From around 600 BC.
Vedic Sanskrit gave way to Classical Sanskrit after the great grammarian Panini defined
the grammar of Sanskrit. Sanskrit has a vast and rich tradition o?litér‘am're—;:omprising
poetry and drama. Along with this, there is a huge resource of scientific, technical,



Janguage of the .-Ltligio_u‘s_ institutions in the form of singing of manrras and oy
continues 10 be widely used as a ceremonial language in Hindu r?ligiif.li; i'll'hi": I]:'lil'(i"l!
forms of hymns and mantras. However, as a lunglilz-lgé'él"'ihc lmsscs'l i l"-"l« S the
faded out of use. asses 1t has all but

Prakrit ov ovdlinen| Pee ple

Prakrit is a language derived from the middle Indic group of the Indo-Aryan languages
The Toots of the words are indicative of its usage. The name Prakrit is dcri\}'&i‘rr%r;x;
the word_ ‘Parikrit’. This has many meanings, some of which are normal, artless
ordinary. usual, or vernacular. This origin is very interesting as it dénotes the general
usage of the language by the ordinary people as opposed to the rcl;gm_Ts]angu;gc
which was Sanskrit. Another way of Tooking at it is that it has evolved in an ordinary
or normal way. Prakrit came to be the language of the Kshatriya caste and was
patronized by kings.

The earliest usage of Prakrit is the corpus of inscriptions of the Great Emperor
Asoka. Asoka was a great follower of Buddha. It is not surprising therefore to find
Prakrit appearing in the literature of the Pali canon of the Hinayana Buddbhists. It is
also seen in the writings of the Jains. Various forms of the Prakrit languages;;e
associated with different dynasties, with different religions and different literary
traditions, as well as different regions in the Indian subcontinent._—~

Pali

p—

Pali, another language derived from Prakrit, is of the Middle Indo-Aryan language
fieritage. Tt 1s best known as the fanguage of many of the earliest Buddhist scriptures,
collected in the Tripitaka, and is the liturgical language of Theravada Buddhism. The
inscriptions in Pali can be found on the iron pillar at Qutub Minar and are still present
for all to view.. SR i
_-—.————

Dravidian

The Dravidian family or group of languages is spoken by more than 200 million
people. The spread of the Dravidian languages and its more than 85 sub groups is
found mostly in southern, eastern and central parts of India. They are also present in

the following countries:
o Malaysia
e Singapore
e Sri Lanka—
o Pakistan ~
e Nepal ~

o Bangladesh
o Afghanistan —

e Iran -
Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam and Telugu are the most widely spoken Dravidian

languages and have millions 7 ms SouthIndiaand even in South-

East Asia.
An interesting point is that there are small pockets where Scheduled Tribes

speak Dravidian-based languages, and yet are cut off from mainstream communities.




There is an offshoot of the Dravidian language, called Brahui, which is spoken in the
northwestern regions of Pakistan and some regions of Iran and Alghanistan. The
interesting point is that this is spoken nowhere else in the Indian sub-continent. Brahui
is similar to Baloch or Baluch and is spoken extensively in the Kalat region of

Baluchistan.
“Evolution of Scripts

Let us discuss the evolution of various scripts in India.

Indus scrigt

The Indus script was used by the people of the Indus Valley Civilization. This has
been ascribed to the period between the 26th and the 20th century BC. Many historians
and linguists have tried to decipher this but have not been successful. The fact that

there was even a script in the Indus Valley civilization was not clear.

e ——— e

However, what has been referred to as the Indus script comprised short strings

or groups of symbols. It is presumed that there may have been an underlying script
but even that has not been identified. However, it is assumed by some scholars that

this script was a Dravidian language.

Based on the various discoveries of seals, it is assumed that there was a script.
Since the first discovery in the 1870s, more than 4,000 seals and other symbol bearing
objects have been found. Some of these have been found as far away as Mesopotamia,
which suggests both contact and possibility of trade.

The average Indus inscription contains five signs (Figure 1.6), and the longest
inscription is only 17-signs long. Some scholars believe that the Indus script was the
precursor to the Brahmi script, while other scholars think that the precursor for the

Brahmi script was Aramaic.

I S
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Fig. 1.6 The Typical 5 Characters
—_—

Bratimi secipt...

Asoka’s rock-cut edicts are considered to be the best available inscriptions in Brahmi.
They date back to the 3rd cenfiiry BC. For a long period of time, these were discoveries
taken to be the earliest Brahmi writing examples. The recent archaeological findings
in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka give evidence of the earliest use of the Brahmi script in
about 6th century BC. This dating has been affixed with the help of thermo-

Juminescence dating and the radiocarbon dating methods. it



ACTIVITY

Write down the most important characteristics of Sanskrit writings.

Fig. 1.7 Brahmi Script on a Segment of the Ashoka Pillar

The Brahmi script is the script of origin for many Manchurian, Mongolian, Tibetian,
South-east Asian and South Asian scripts. It is thought that it is also the language of
origin for Korean Hangt_xl . The Brahm1 numeral system is ancestor to the Hindu-
Arabic numcrals that are in use across the world.

————

The orlgm of Brahmi is 1tself clouded in mystery To many scholars the origin

scnpt t, which was mtroduced by the expansmn of the Achaemenid Erﬁpxre in north-
western India. Rhys Davids believes that Brahmi was introduced to India by traders
from the Middle-East, who in turn, had got it from Mesopotamia.

For some scholars, it had its origin in Sri Lanka where some of the earliest
samples have been found in the trading town of Anuradhapura. Needless to say, the
evolution of the language till the time of Asoka’s rule was sufficiently advanced for
the issuing of rock edicts. Figure 1.7 shows Brahmi script on a segment of Asokan
pillar.

Pieces of pottery found in Tamil Nadu in Adichanallur give a yet earlier evidence
of Brahmi script. Radio-carbon testing on the pottery fixes its time to 6th century BC.
English scholars F. Raymond Allchin and G.R. Hunter and a few others opine that
Brahmi was of completely indigenous development, and its predecessor could have
been the Indus script.

Kharosthi scrig;

TML&LISQ known as Gandhari. The ancient North-West India’s Gandhara
culture used it to write Sanskrit and Gandhari languages. It was employed for writing
from 4" century BC till about 3rd century AD when it went out of use. However,
along ‘the Silk Route, there is evidence of its use and of its bemg employed in the
remote stations of Niya and Khotan right up to the 7th century AD.

The origin of the Kharosthi script is also not clear with scholars divided in their
opinion. Some are of the opinion that it evolved gradually, while others think that it
was the result of a specific cffort by a group of people to devewpt There




seems to be its specific dependency on Aramaic with changes to suit and support
sounds from the sub-continent. The importance of Kharosthi is with particular reference
to the historical importance.

Manuscripts on birch wood bark have been discovered with Buddhist texts
from the Gandharv Period. These are the oldest Buddhxst mamucnpts available. They
are My in the British Library. The stnp bclonmnq to the 2-5th centuries is
preserved in Xinjiang Museum in China.

) ~Gupta script

The Gupta script also sometimes referred to as Gupta Brahmi Script or Late Brahmi
Script was employed for sanskrit writing. It is associated with the Gupta rules which
witnessed immense prosperity and development both in science and religion. The
Gupta script itself came out of Brahmi and was further used to create the Suddham
Shm Nagari scripts. These scnpts in turn gav Wcmamv y important scripts
of India, i _pgjygm&zlw(dm most common script used for writing Sanskrit
since the 19th century), the Gurmukhi seript for Punjabi language and the Tibetan
script.

Siddham script

Siddham script has descended from Brahmi and was in use in the Gupta period. This
scﬁ_;;l is different because each character in it represents a syllable. From this script,
it is assumed, arose Devanag_aﬂ_:md Tibetan. While this script is no longer in use in
any significant placc. it still finds usage by practitioners of Shingon Buddhists in
Japan. This script is thought to have reached Japan through a Buddhist scholar Kukai.

who had studied it in China with some Nalanda-educated scholars.

It is clear that while the practice of writing has been in existence in India for at
least five thousand years, the existence of historical records of Indian origin has been
only since the Arab invasions in 11th century. Thus, the best source of historical
records is from foreign travellers. These include Megasthenes, the Greek historian
who was the ambassador from Greece to the court of Chandragupta Maurya. His
historical work is known as /ndica. Another Greek. Ptolemy, has extensively mentioned
India in his Geographia. The works of Fa-hien and Huen Tsang are well known.

Thus, from ancient India we have more historical content which was originally
passed on from generation to generation in the form of oral records till the first books,
the Vedas, were written which give some account of the social structure and practices
of those times.

Secular Literature

As the term suggests, the writings included in this section are not restricted to a
particular religious sect or social class. Rather, it focuses upon sorting out those major
texts which were composed by neutral and intellectual personalities so as to compile
an exact and a precisely transparent record of Indian culture and heritage. Therefore.
it includes writings by foreigners, biographical works of great historical persons.
historical texts and literary compositions.

The Greek, Roman, Chinese and Muslim writers and travellers have left fairly
interesting sources of information in their accounts. Amongst the Greek and Roman
writers., Strabo‘,»_Skylex. Justin, Herodotus, Curtius. Diodorus, Arrian, Plutarch.



Prolemy and the anonymous author of the Periplus of the Erythracan Sea have left
interesting accounts of India. But the most popular amongst them is /ndica written by
Megasthenes who lived for some time in the court of Chandragupta Maurya as an
ambassador of Seleucus. Amongst the Muslims, Sulaiman and Al Masudi left brief
records of India while Alberuni who came to India with Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni’
wrote the best ever foreign account of India that this age has produced. The Chinese
travellers Fa-hien, Hiuen Tsang and I-tsing recorded their experiences in bulky volumes
which provide us with useful and relevant information. Besides these important writers
and travellers there are many other Greek, Muslim and Chinese authors whose works
play a crucial role in educating us regarding the contemporary Indian cultural beliefs.

Accounts apart, the contemporary biographical works also prove to be a source
of authentic and filtered information. The most important of these works are
Harshachairta of Banabhatta, Gaudavaho and Vikramankadeva-charita of Vakapati
and Bilhana describing the exploits of Yasovarman and Vikramaditya of the later
Chalukya dynasty, Kumarapala-charita of Jayasimha, Kumarapala-Charita of
Hemachandra, Hammir-Kavya of Nayachandra, Bhoj Prabandha by Ballal, and
Prithviraja-Vijava by an anonymous writer. Amongst the historical writings, the most
famous is the Rajataragini,. the history of Kashmir written by Kalhana. After him,
writers like Jonaraja, Srivara, Prajya Bhatta and Shuka carried on this work and
scribbled down the history of Kashmir till a few years after its conquest by the Mughal
emperor Akbar. The Gujarat chronicles like Ras-Mala, Kirti Kaumudi Hammira
Mada-Mardana, Vasanta-Vilasa, the Persian translation of Chachanama which gives
a detailed account of the Arab conquest of Sind, the Vansavalis of Nepal and Tamil
literature, particularly of the Sangam age, also throw a valuable light on the
contemporary history and culture of their respective places.

fire literary works such as drama and poems and prose works on polity,
economy and grammar carried out by scholars in the other branches of knowledge
are also of valuable help. Among them, the most notable are Arthashastra of Kautilya,
Mohabhashya of Patanjali, Astadhyayi of Panini, M_Wshasq of Yishakhzﬁana,‘
and the Katha Sarita Sagar of Somdeva dealing with the period of the Maurays. The
Nitisara written by Kamandaka provides an insight into the polity of the Gupta rulers,
the Mahabhashya of Patanjali and the Malvikaganimitram written by Kalidas help
us in finding out the material concerning the history of the Sungas and the
Mricchakatika of Sudraka and the Das Kumara-Charita written by Dandin throw
useful light on the contemporary socio-political and economic life.
Judging by the same standards, the Sangam li!g(al_tqre_w“riattgg’in_'_l‘ra‘r_g_ilhl?_r{g__uggg
becomes a sort of mirror reflecting the social and political realities of the Chera, the
Chola and the Pandya dynasties of the far South up to 3rd century AD.

However, the list is not complete. Different scholars wrote religious and secular
texts in Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tamil and other languages at different points of time.
Among them, many are well known and many more might have been missed. Besides,
a student of history should be cautious while going through this literature, whether
religious or secular, in an effort to dig out ancient Indian history, as religious history is
no historical chronicle and the object of biographical works, in most cases, remains
the glorification of the kings while the writings of the foreigners are mostly based
upon second-hand information. Yet, though suffering from these handicaps, the literary
sources certainly provide valuable help to the students of Indian history.




1.3.2 Archived Materials

ded historical events in India. However,
as has been discussed carlier, the recording of events was not from Indian historians
but from a foreign scholar, Alberuni, who accompanied Mahmud of Ghazni in his
invasions of India. This was the period when the recording of history actually began
Tna systematic manner due to active encouragement of the Muslim rulers. Babar has
left behind a very detailed memoir, Baburnama. 5
- W&a—c;aler source of historical information on Northern India is ‘ Prithviraj Raso’,

a ballad written by the court poet, Chand Bardai on the ruler Pntllvqa_l ,Chf_“!h@z. the

Jast Hindu ruler before the ascension of the slave dynasty.

Prithviraj Raso cannot be considered strictly historical for a number of reasons. The
main reason is that it is a poem based on some incidents of the life of Prithviraj

Chauhan and not a historical recording. Another reason is that it has been embellished

and expanded over time to such an extent that the original text probably comprises a

small portion of the complete ballad as it exists today. Thirdly, today’s available text

is based mainly on the compilation of the seventeenth century Amar Singh, a good

many centuries after the actual occurrence. In the words of Lord Acton, it is rightly

said: “History to be above evasion or dispute, must stand on documents, not opinions.’

With the advent of Arab invaders, there was an infusion of historical texts and memoirs,

amajority of which had a religious bias. This is evident in the following types of text:

Medieval India saw probably the first recor

e Sirahor (biogra_phies)
e Ansab (genealogies)

e Tabaqator (sketches)
e Malfuzator (memoirs)

e Maghazior (war narratives)
— i

Religious influence in such texts is mainly evident as the new religion (Islam) needed
to be explained in the context of military conquest. There were some writers like Ibn
Khaldun who were secular in their outlook, while others like Barani considered the
conquests in terms of divine planning.

Some of the more famous writings of the medieval period included the following:

——— — s

e Works of Ziyauddin Barani and Abdul Qadir Badaoni _

e Gulbadan Begum, the daughter of Babur wrote an autobiographical sketch
called the Humayunnama

¢ Jahangir memoirs ‘Tuzuk —I - Jahangiri’.
Shah Nawaz Khan Sahamsuddaula was bom at Lahore in 1669, and was originally
called AbdurRazzak al Husain. He composed the Ma- asiru-1 Umra, a biographical
dictionary of the illustrious men who flourished in Hindustan and the Deccan from
the time of Akbar. Azad Bilgrami was another historian. His actual name was Mir
Ghulam Ali Husaini Wasiti and he was born in Central India in a place called Bilgram
from where he got his name. Though he was well versed in religious works, he has
produced some important works, such as:

e Yad-i-Baiza, which is a biography of many poets.

* Maasirul-KiramTarikh-i-Bilgram, which was a composition of some importan!
personalities in his hometown.



o Ghizlanul Hind, which was a book on Indian womanhood
o Anisul Muhaqgqigin, which was a book on Indian saints

The arrival of the Europeans, especially the British, brought about another set of
scholars who tried to unde_rstand the land and its people. Their contribution started
with translation of the medieval historical works into English.

The main problem with most of the historical works of the medieval period
was that they exhibited extreme biasness. A lot of it was due to a belief in *divine
right’. Another reason for this was that most court historians were ordered to write
records with the objective of presenting their kings in good light. So, even where
there would have been acts of cruelty, on the part of rulers these acts were shown with
a positive spin, showcasing their necessity.

The History of Modern India presents an overview of the history of what was
known as British India from the times of the British East India Company and is inclusive
of the nationalist movement including the contributions of different people. The British
rule over India altered the course of history in the country. The British came to India
at the beginning of the seventeenth century. This was the time when the British East
India Company was established in India to break the Dutch monopoly over the spice
trade. The East India Company gradually increased its powers over time and started
to administer the country. However, its policies were disliked by Indians, who revolted
strongly against the company in 1857. This led to the downfall of the company and
the administration of India went directly under the Queen.

The British annexed many princely states and formed laws and policies of their
own. Hence, the entire Indian sub-continent came under the British rule slowly but
steadily. By the mid-nineteenth century, the British introduced the railways, telegraph
and postal service in India, making easy the communication in the country. However,
this was a move to establish their rule permanently in India. The actions and effects of
British rule are available from a variety of sources, such as:

\_,,p’ﬂmd records
€ mmunication dispatches
-/L’éga] decrees and Acts passed by the British

_e-Historians of repute
K. A. Nilakanta Sastri was a famous historian from South India. He is generally
regarded as the greatest and the most prolific among professional historians of South
India. There are other important historians of Modern India, such as Jadunath Sarkar.
whose works have provided a key insight into modern Indian history.

A big problem with the writers of modern Indian history is that they need to be
very cautious in their interpretation of historical events. This can be seen from attacks
on persons writing history today as sometime it seems to clash with perceptions built
over time. This can be seen by the attack on the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
due to its research support to the book ‘Shivaji: Hindu King in Islamic India’. Even
Bollywood films loosely based on historical events have been targeted because their
depiction happens to deviate from popular perceptions.

Land records and details of tax collection are another source of information
and historical data in India. The land revenue system which was used by Emperor
Akbar was inspired by the system of Sher Shah Suri. Although an enemy. Akbar had
great respect for the systems that were adopted by Sher Shah and the kind of impact

that he had left in his short reign.




Under this system, instead of taxing the whole area with similar rates, a'seleclcd
arca was taxed trough rates, which were fixed on the l)a§is o{'ll.lc productivity of the
crops in that particular area. This system was highly (?fﬁc'u:nl as it did not over burdpn
the peasant class. Although this system also had certain dlﬁ"!cultles as the prices which
were fixed under the reign of Akbar were at times too high. Moreover lh.cre were
cases of corruption as the whole system was decentralized. Eventually this system
was replaced by another one known as Dahsala.

This new found system was credited to a man who had worked under Sher
Shah Suri. His name was Raja Todar Mal. Under this new system of Dahsala an
average production for ten years were calculated for an area. Then one third of the
calculated amount for every year was taken from the peasants in the form of cash.
This system was less complex than the previous one. Also under this system, ﬂ.lere
were remissions given in case of natural disasters such as droughts and floods. Slr}ce
agriculture was the main source of revenue collection Akbar paid great attention
towards progress in this regard. He knew that overburdening the peasants with taxes

- would only make the progress slow in every regard, thus he kept a close look in the

assessments of the areas for tax collection. He was actively involved in the improvement
of agriculture as well as its extension. The lands that were uncultivated because they
were not suitable for agriculture were also taxed but with much concessional rates.

The emperor was benevolent towards the peasants in every manner. Zamindars
were given orders by the state through which they were bound to provide loans to the
peasants. They also were required to aid the peasants with the agricultural equipments.
The peasants were encouraged to grow food crops using high quality seeds. They
held hereditary rights on the lands of their fathers and forefathers,

The revenue officials however were not so happy with the new found system,
may be because it did not provide a system under which they could collect taxes in an
unlawful manner, which they did under the previous system. They were at first officials
who were employed by Mughals. They collected taxes from the peasants. The
zamindari system was based on the ‘bhuiyan land tenure system,” which existed

| from pre-Mughal period and was used by Mughals as an economic institution to put

into practice the sharia-based Islamic rule over zamindars.

During the Mughal period, the zamindari system guaranteed an appropriate
collection of tax from the peasants. The supremacy and power of the Mughals were
on the decline. The title of zamindar became relevant after Mughal conquest of Bengal.
All the zamindars under Mughals were entailed to perform certain duties which were
Judicial, military as well as police. They were public functionaries. Zamindars were
the real owners of their land although they were given judicial powers by the state.
The zamindars ruling a territory had certain Judicial powers. They even had courts,
which were known as the Zamindari adalats. These adalats worked in two ways—

it vested great powers into the hands of the zamindars and secondly it was the source
of the additional income for the zamindars.

Ll}3'3 Foreign Travelers’ Accounts
Over the centuries m:

many visitors have come to India from foreign lands and have

provided a rich source of material for understanding the culture, Socio-economic and
political status of India, B -

A very fam0u§ Buddhist monk, named F a-Hien, visited India between the years
399 and f'_{l_Z,CE: His journey, mainly a search for Buddhist scri tures, also spanned
other Asian regions such as Nepal and Sri Lanka. He came from China. He is
remembergd for the pilgr

image to Lumbini, which was the Birthplace of Lord Buddha.



Fig. 1.8 Fa-Hien

Another important visitor who came to India was Abu al-Rayan Muammad ibn Amad
al-Biruni; who was born in the year 973 AD. He was a famous Persian scholar, Al-
Biruni had great interest in numerous practical and scholarly fields. These fields
comprise the modern day study in physics, geography, chemistry, history, anthropology.
astrology, medicine, theology, philosophy, sociology and mathematics. T

He is arguably the first among the Muslim scholars who studied the Brahminic
traditions of India. Al:Biruni is best known for his seminal work A4/-Hind, which
provides fascinating glimpses of India.

Another famous monk who visited India was Xuanzang, also called Huen-
Tsang. His period of travel was between 602 and 664 CE. He was a scholar and a
translator of various languages. He had entered Buddhist monkhood when he was
merely thirteen. Megasthenes was a Greek ethnographer who was the author of Indica.
He was born in Asia Minor, which is situated in modern day Turkey. He was an
ambassador from Seleucus [ of Syria to the court of Chandragupta Maurya in
Pataliputra. He came to India before 288 BCE___—

Megasthenes entered India through Pentapotamia, which is situated in present
day Punjab. He has written about the rivers of Punjab in his autobiography in great
detail. He then went on to Pataliputra. There are accounts of Megasthenes visiting
Madurai. Madurai in those times was an active city and was the capital of the Pandya
kingdom. At the beginning of his book he referred to the older Indians who know
about the prehistoric arrival of Dionysus and Hercules in India. Particularly, he
described in detail about the religions of the Indians. He mentions the devotees of
Hercules (Shiva) and Dionysus (Krishna), although there are no accounts by him on
Buddhist religion or Buddhist writings.

1.4 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

o The study of history is important because our past determines the way we deal
with the present, and therefore, it dictates what a. ;swers we offer to existing
problems.

e Historiography deals with how history itself is documenteq or Passed dow'n
through the ages. It examines various means, by which the hlstoncgl source is
formed, especially the credibility of the sources that a.re used, the intention of
the historian composing the history, and the authenticity of the sources.




. . . . - !
o The historical method comprises how historians use sources (0 research anqd
write history. A sound historical method uses a number of guidelines to construct
an authentic historical account.
o Sources for historical research are distinguished under three main categories;

Primary, secondary and hybrid sources.

o A study of inscriptions throws light upon the language of the peoplez names of
the rulers, the years they ruled, their military achievements, the religious and

social conditions of the people and many other details.
e Eulogistic inscriptions can be further subdivided into two parts viz. pure eulogy

and eulogy mixed with other types.

« Coins in the ancient times were made of metals like gold, silver and copper and
were therefore not easily destroyed. They had the names and images of rulers
stamped upon them. They gave information such as the date of accession and
death of the ruler.

e The archeological sources such as buildings and monuments also act as a source
of information. Excavations have been done at various parts of the country and
these excavations have become a rich source of material.

e Manuscripts and court records are rich sources of written evidence. The ancient

. Indian texts provide an abundant source of Indian life and heritage and also
about scientific, technical achievements.

e It took humans a long time to develop the art of writing. Before paper was
invented, people wrote on palm leaves and on the bark of birch trees. These
written records which include both religious and secular literature are called

manuscripts.

e The Vedas, the oldest recorded text of the Aryans, and the Buddhist texts are
written sources, which tell us about the past. But since these scripts are
associated with rituals or religious practices of the past, these are called religious
sources. Other examples are the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Gita and the

Puranas.

« Medieval India saw probably the first recorded historical events in India.
However, as has been discussed earlier, the recording of events was not from
Indian historians but from a foreign scholar, Alberuni, who accompanied
Mahmud of Ghazni in his invasions of India. This was the period when the
recording of history actually began in a systematic manner due to active
encouragement of the Muslim rulers.

e Land records and details of tax collection are another source of information
and historical data in India. The land revenue system which was used by Emperor
Akbar was inspired by the system of Sher Shah Suri. Although an enemy,
Akbar had great respect for the systems that were adopted by Sher Shah and
the kind of impact that he had left in his short reign.

e Over the centuries many visitors have come to India from foreign lands and
have provided a rich source of material for understanding the culture, socio-
economic and political status of India. :

1.5 KEY TERMS

. Histqriography: It is the history of historical study, its methodology and
r;rachces. It deals with how history itself is documented or passed down through
the ages



o Archaeolqu: It is the study of the remains of our past like monuments, too
pottery, coins, weapons, paintings and the other artefacts .

¢ Epigraphy: Inancient times, the rulers engraved im
: . portant messages fi
on rocks, pluars_, stqne walls, clay tablets and copper plates. ﬂg‘eseo‘fv%?;)l:
were known as inscriptions. The study of the inscriptions is called epigraph%:

Numismatics: The study of coins is called numismatics. Coins in the ancient

Fimes hafi the names and images of rulers stamped upon them. They give
information such as the date of accession and death of the ruler

e Manuscript: A manuscript is a recording of information, which has been created
manually (by hand) by someone. The term is also used for information that is
hand-recorded in other ways than writing, which includes inscriptions that are
chiseled upon any hard material or carved with knife or with a stylus on a
waxed tablet

1.6

ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

. One hybrid source of historical research is a autobiography

2. The Europeans classified history into ancient, medieval and modem periods.

3. The study of the Indian antiquities was initiated by scholars like Sir William

Jones who founded the Asiatic society of Bengal in 1774.

4. Copper was commonly used for inscriptions.

5. The history of the Satavahanas is ascertained from the Jogalthambi hoard of

coins.

6. The symbols on the Gupta coinage refer to their zeal for Hinduism.
7. Harappa flourished between the years 2,600-1,700 BCE.
8. These cities were planned meticulously and had wide streets, drainage systems,

wells, bathing platforms and reservoirs.

9. In India the palm-leaf manuscripts, which had a typical long and rectangular

shape were used.

10. The papers were dipped in turmeric water to protect them from being damaged

by the insects.

11. The first literary source of the Hindus is the Samhita which includes four Vedas

namely the Rig Veda, the Samveda, the Yajurveda and the Atharvaveda.

12. The Shastras inform us about the rituals while performing different Yajnas and

the religious, social, moral and political responsibilities of an individual.

13. Modern Indian languages belong to the following families of languages:

e Indo-Aryan languages
e Tibeto-Burman languages
e Dravidian languages

14. The name Prakrit is derived from the word ‘Parikrit’. This has many meanings,

some of which are normal, artless, ordinary, usual, or vernacular.

15. Asoka’s rock-cut edicts are considered to be the best available inscriptions in

Brahmi. They date back to the 3rd century BC.

16. Chand Bardai wrote Prithviraj Raso.




17. Itis a biographical dictionary of the illustrious men who flourished in Hmdusmn
and the Deccan from the time of Akbar.

18. Al-Biruni wrote Al-Hindu with fascinating Stories about India.

19. Megasthenes entered India through Pentapotamia, which is situated in present |
day Punjab.

1.7 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

. What is the study of coins called? How is it useful?
. How are Vedas divided?

. Name the European who declared that there is a definite relation between
Sanskrit, the literary language of the Indo-Aryans and some European languages.

. How are land records a great source of information on history of India?

L S

£

S. Write short notes on primary and secondary sources of history.

6. Elaborate upon the initiatives taken by the British officials in exploring Indian
literature and history. Name a few prominent officials and their literary
contributions. What do you think was their motive behind undertaking such an
extensive task?

Long-Answer Questions

1. Describe the use of monuments as a source for studying ancient Indian history.
2. Discuss the features of Palm-lcaf manuscripts and paper manuscripts.
3. Evaluate the role of chronicles in understanding the history of Ancient India.

Write a detailed account of various ancient religious scriptures and the
information contained in them. Compare and contrast their content with that of
the travelogues and biographical memoirs.

>
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