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About the University

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education
in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and has completed twenty-five years of its existence. Late Smt.
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th
February, 1984 at Rono Hills, where thepresent campus is located.

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfill the
objectives asenvisaged in the University Act. The university received academic recognition under
Section 2(f) from the University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started functioning
from 1st April, 1985. It got financial recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March,
1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself
in the educational scenario of the country following its selection as a University with potential for
excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants Commission from among
universities in India.

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007 as per
notificationof the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acres
overlooking the river Dikrong. It is 6.5 km from the National Highway 52-A and 25 km from
Itanagar, the State capital. The campusis linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge.

The teaching and research programmes of the University are designed with a view to play a
positive rolein the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The University offers
Undergraduate, Post- graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Education also
offers the B.Ed. programme.

There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been extending
educational facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The strength of
students in different departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily
increasing.

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial support
from UGCand other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects
have been sanctionedby various funding agencies to the University. Various departments have organized
numerous seminars, workshops and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national
and international conferences and seminarsheld within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and
distinguished personalities have visited the University and delivered lectures on various disciplines.

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the University. The switch
over from theannual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students
registered a marked improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies
(BPGS) have been implemented. VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the
UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet access.

In spite of infrastructural constraints, the University has been maintaining its academic
excellence. TheUniversity has strictly adhered to the academic calendar, conducted the examinations
and declared the results ontime. The students from the University have found placements not only in
State and Central Government Services, but also in various institutions, industries and organizations.
Many students have emerged successfulin the National Eligibility Test (NET).

Since inception, the University has made significant progress in teaching, research, innovations in
curriculum development and developing infrastructure.



About IDE

The formal system of higher education in our country is facing the problems of access, limitation of
seats, lack of facilities and infrastructure. Academicians from various disciplines opine that it is
learning which is more important and not the channel of education. The education through distance
mode is an alternative mode of imparting instruction to overcome the problems of access,
infrastructure and socio-economic barriers. This will meet the demand for qualitative higher education
of millions of people who cannot get admission in the regular system and wish to pursue their
education. It also helps interested employed and unemployed men and women to continue with their
higher education, Distance education is a distinct approach to impart education to learners who
remained away in the space and/or time from the teachers and teaching institutions on account of
economic, social and other considerations. Our main aim is to provide higher education opportunities
to those who are unable to join regular academic and vocational education programmes in the
affiliated colleges of the University and make higher education reach to the doorsteps in rural and
geographically remote areas of Arunachal Pradesh in particular and North-eastern part of India in
general. In 2008, the Centre for Distance Education has been renamed as "Institute of Distance
Education (IDE)."

Continuing the endeavor to expand the learning opportunities for distant learners, IDE has
introduced Post Graduate Courses in 5 subjects (Education, English, Hindi, History and Political
Science) from the Academic Session 2013-14. The Institute of Distance Education is housed in the
Physical Sciences Faculty Building (first floor) next to the University Library. The University campus
is 6 kms from NERIST point on National Highway 52A. The University buses ply to NERIST point
regularly.

Outstanding Features of Institute of Distance Education:

(1) At Par with Regular Mode

Eligibility requirements, curricular content, mode of examination and the award of degrees
are on par with the colleges affiliated to the Rajiv Gandhi University and the Department(s) of the
University.

(ii) Self-Instructional Study Material (SISM)

The students are provided SISM prepared by the Institute and approved by Distance
Education Council (DEC), New Delhi. This will be provided at the time of admission at the IDE or its
Study Centres. SISM is provided only in English except Hindi subject.

(iii) Contact and Counseling Programme (CCP)

The course curriculum of every programme involves counselling in the form of personal
contact programme of duration of approximately 7-15 days. The CCP shall not be compulsory for BA.
However for professional courses and MA the attendance in CCP will be mandatory.

(iv) Field Training and Project

For professional course(s) there shall be provision of field training and project writing in the
concerned subject.

(v) Medium of Instruction and Examination

The medium of instruction and examination will be English for all the subjects except for
those subjects where the learners will need to write in the respective languages.
(vi) Subject/Counseling Coordinators

For developing study material, the IDE appoints subject coordinators from within and outside
the University. In order to run the PCCP effectively Counseling Coordinators are engaged from the
Departments of the University. The Counseling-Coordinators do necessary coordination for involving
resource persons in contact and counseling programme and assignment evaluation. The learners can
also contact them for clarifying their difficulties in then respective subjects.
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INTRODUCTION

On 15th August, 1947, when India became an independent nation, North East Frontier
Agency commonly known as NEFA became an integral part of the Union of India. It was
administrated by the Ministry of External Affairs with the Governor of Assam acting as agent
to the President of India. The administrative head was the advisor to the governor

In 1972, the NEFA became a Union Territory when Indira Gandhi was the prime minister
and acquired the name of Arunachal Pradesh. After three years, in 1975, it acquired a
legislature. And finally, on 20th February 1987 statehood was conferred on Arunachal
Pradesh when Rajiv Gandhi was the prime minister and it became the 25th state of the Union
of India.

Area-wise, Arunachal Pradesh is the largest state of the North-East region of India. It forms
a complex hill system of Shivalik and Himalayan origin and is criss- crossed by numerous
rivers and streams. The state shares a total of 1630 kms of international boundary with
neighbouring countries; 1030 kms with China, 160 kms with Bhutan and 440 kms with
Burma (Myanmar). The McMahon line defines the international boundary between India and
China. Administratively, the state is divided into fifteen districts. The capital is Itanagar in
Papum Pare district. Itanagar is named after Ita Fort meaning fort of bricks, built in 14th
century AD.

This book is divided into five units:
Unit 1: Describes the significance of the McMahon Line.
Unit 2: Discusses the administrative growth that took place during the colonial period.

Unit 3: Discusses administrative growth that took place in Arunachal Pradesh after
independence.

Unit 4: Familiarizes you with their traditional economy.
Unit 5: Covers traditional religion and society.

This book-History of Arunachal Pradesh (Early Times-1972 AD)-has been designed keeping
in mind the mode (SIM) format and follows a simple pattern, wherein each unit of the book
begins with the Introduction followed by the Unit Objectives for the topic. The content is
then presented in a simple and easy-to- understand manner, and is interspersed with '‘Check
Your Progress' questions to reinforce the student's understanding of the topic. A list of
Questions and Exercises is also provided at the end of each unit. The Summary, Key Terms
and Activity further act as useful tools for students and are meant for effective recapitulation
of the text.
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0 INTRODUCTION o

The British authorities exploited the opportunity to settle the Indo-Tibetan boundary
on the north. Enough work had already been done after the Abor Expedition of 1911
and the various surveys and explorations, which had been summarized in a ‘confidential
note” by the Chief of General Staff'in June, 1912, The military authorities had suggested
that the proposed boundary line should follow some prominent geographical features,
preferably the main watershed of the mountain system; and the border thus demarcated
should be easily approachable. The frontier, as suggested in the notes, was divided

according to the tribes and river basin into Khamti Long, Mishmi, Abor and Miri or
Subansiri sections.

The Tibetans expected that the British would help them defend their territory and
secure their rightful place. The Chinese government, however, was not at all satisfied
with the boundary agreement and disapproved the action taken by her representatives.
She completely disapproved the action of these representatives. China wanted the whole
of Tibet as an integral part of it. Sir Henry McMahon, foreign secretary of the British-
run Government of India, informed the Peking government on 23 June, 1914, that if by
the end of June, China refused to rectify the agreement, the British government would

begin agreement with the Tibetan government and China would lose all the benefits of
the Simla Conference.

China was willing to sign the agreement without the boundary issue being mentioned
but the British government could not allow it since, as mentioned earlier, the seftlement
of the boundary issue was one of her main motives in the Simla Conference. China thus
being adamant, India and Tibet signed the Convention with minor modifications on 3
July, 1914, Commenting on the boundary line along the whole of the North-East Frontier,
that became famous as the McMahon Line, McMahon pointed out: “The frontier work
ofthe past three Yyears and the negotiations of Tibet Conference at Simla have served to
make clear the mutual rights and responsibilities of Great Britain, China and Tibet and it

may be hoped that the North East Frontier will now be removed from the anxiety which

€set the Indian government during the last few years.’
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~ { UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
o Discuss the incidents that led to the recognition of the McMahon line

e Describe the border controversy emphasizing on the Inner Line, Outer Line and
the McMahon Line

o Explain the Chinese interests in the hills of Arunachal Pradesh thus leading to
problems after 1947

.2 FACTORS AND EVENTS LEADING TO
RECOGNITION OF THE McMAHON LINK

Colonialism, as we are aware, was not just a narrative of military conquest but maunifests
itselfin a variety of ways, which according to Bernard Cohn lay in the ‘production of
the forms of knowledge’. Mapping has been one of the key exercises in the ‘production
of knowledge’ in colonial India. In the 1780s, James Renell, the Surveyor-General of
iiﬁfjllé npsr:;i(liltgs xll:zsrs hliss;lling;l?;glr?npgcal if)formati.()n com-piled flurix}g military

¢ cartographic ‘framing’ of India as a sub-

coztmglfa.l territory. What ig notable is that just like different parts of India came
under nnbh.xul.e tl.lru'ugh various instruments of either direct contro] or indirect control
marking territoriality immediately followed it. In the mountainous and hi )
S 1 . . C
Northeast India we find that the modalities of mapping took different i

The main aim of the Britj y ‘
the world, was promotion of ﬂi::rs h gOV:.:rr‘ml'em H}Assam’ as in other parts of India and
rule. In order to achieve this cen:n pertalistic designs and profit maximization out of the
case of Arunachal Pradegh ;on]e; :)‘H}L]HGS ancli regulations were made operational. In the

is “the state : ° € rules iy \
k;mory ofthe state in the politico-adm inistrat; and regulations left 4 deep niark on the
o veas wellas economic, social and cultural

lly regions of
ajectorices.

The new rulerg 0
arca due to the absence
and Assam on 1} one h
on the other, It was so
records describing front

fASSam .o
ofa politi’ct:leb]i:;:jsnlr hbo\\,-e'ver, faced a unique problem in this
and and the boundaﬂri}: C AL S tr'ibes of Arunachal Pradesh
because the Ahom k:j ,d?nm.lg the tribes of Arunachal Pradest
ters nor were the b E%-nelther possessed any documentary
oundaries fixed and mutually accepted. AfLE!
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Aghts and they visited plains to collect the same (posa). Many times, the disputes arising
o':"x of the intercourse took very serious dimensions often leading to violence.
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It was not only the Company and the Company officials who were engaged in trade
in Assam and neighbouring areas but many private European traders also came to this
region and started private trade. The economic profitability of Assam and the policies of
the British Government certainly attracted them. These private traders did not spare the
hills and began exploiting them. The independent nature of most of the hill tribes and the
frequent visits of these European traders led to suspicion in the minds of the tnbal and on
many occasions the Buropeans were murdered in the hills. This was true not only in the
case of Arunachal but also with all the hill states bordering Assam.

The establishment and development of the tea industry in Assam added fresh
dimensions to the British relations with the tribal. In some cases the tea gardens were
intended to be established on the hills. This required the oceupation of the traditional
tribal areas. The extension of the tea gardens and the cutting down of trees for tea-
chests and construction of houses and sheds were resisted by the tribal. The aspects of
land and labour (abolition of slavery) have been discussed in detail in the previous unit.
The direct participation of tribes in the foothill mm*kcfs with the resourees of the hills
also adversely affected the British interests, '!'hus, it was w}n}ucd to wg,ul;u‘c .thc
cornmercial relations of the tribal with the outsiders — both ofticials a?nd non-ot‘tm;ﬂs
_ on the boundary of Assam valley and brin‘g the same ‘undcr the ambit ‘o(’thc Cvlm.\ml
control. All these factors compelled the British to pass firstly the lnner Line Regulation,
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-2.1 The Inner Line Regulation of 1873

o of 1873 called ‘Regulation for thc Peace a',nd Good Govcmmem .
R@B“]fq“(".] .(, ‘ 1h’c Fastern Frontier’ came Into operation on 1 Nowmbcr, 1873
Certain Districts 0|l.\ "‘,‘.v H;c‘lm,cf [ ine Regulation because of the name given to ]mé
.]~1.\is lwcnmc'hlnljll Al‘lll;‘;" uf;thc Act, Sir Arthur Hobhouse, a member of the Vi%my’%
9,[ k‘\‘l]\t-li()?l}l\{si<ls;o.\:lmion is also called “The Bengal EZlStClT\ Fropticr P‘.CEU]?xtion | of
(1:;;‘;“‘ l’l"hc p;'omrllgnlion and basic pmviseion’s of the Inner [,lilc ‘Afllllbc (]'IT%CLI.‘;SCd in the
nixt ;mit. It is important however, o mention l}‘mt tl;)b lm;)": .[’”l’(,‘ V'/]hicf Wwas [ina)ly
drawn up in Lakhimpur was o take the course of tf}c thfn } H]-I]E'Jlnfl' ;jmuth €astery,
cector, as it was a good natural boundary though ‘l.l kupf the (i;)dln ielc / of ,’,'rap and
Nandang outside the lnner Line. The tea gqrdens of Nam.»ar}g, ‘ ukanjuri ar:} laurack
however, were brought within the Inner me.aﬂcr an agreement V"/ltljn the ! Yammsangi,
chicf. The tea gardens of Joyhing and Harmoti were also brought Wlthl? the Innier Line
This lnner Line starting from Desang was to 80 alpng Desang River, Narmsang Rive
Boori Dihing, Kherampani, Noa Dihing and upto river Brahnmputra. From th.c north of
Brahmaputra, starting from the boundary of Da}rrang, it was 0 go along Ra)ga th Al
Diling. Rangnadi, Joyhing tea garden, the Sisi River upto the Dimu guard. From thers
was to go to the Puba guard, Lalimukh, Debongmukh upto Debong and Dikrang
1t terminated on Noa Dihing Mukh in the east.

(

\ﬂ'a:'l:‘

= Lo
=

The Line for the Darrang District was drawn up with comparatively less

L33

difficulty, since much of the work was finished earlier and the boundary was s=itjz
by the Boundary Commissioner, Col. Graham in 1873. It was based on the rav

S

surveys of 187273 and 1874-75 and was notified on 8 March, 1876. The line starzd
from the eastern boundary of Kamrup District on Bor Nadi, followed the sout

v

(=8

thern
boundaries of Bhutan in the eastern direction and of the hills of Akas and Nyishis.
Then it ran in a south-easterly direction upto Bolum River and from there to Daflagarh

Rt S

till Mare Sessa River which was the north-western extremity of the Inner Line of
Lakhimpur District.

Implications of the regulation and Arunachal Pradesh

In,Spatial terms the demarcation of this southern Inner Line was to be in accordance
;.uth;?gpk;n of Colqnel Graham and Colonel Macdonald formulated on th
e iy sent ey, sl s o s s
subjects were excluded, The n e‘Cue l'ld o J“r}Sd‘C[iou aperitwlinge
remwant of a road, path 'or rivc;]w;‘:llcoglto}lrs of the landscape or in its absence -
had Peerl completed the Line was‘toob e 'g‘?llowed, \\"h?rc\’el‘ the survey opﬂdm'w
outside & mapoed it su.@ um\(u accolrdmg to the map. Areas y12
rveyed inumediately.

am Lambtop’g new

¢ Bhutan

~

‘ It was here that Willi
trigonometrical survey ;
E\i wsil;;:uufl Survey introduced n the 1820s

O the 'Great Trj 1 ’
mtiddes gonometrical Sur
| }.na survey soughl {0 conn . oun
Himalayas, The productior
but ‘algo g4 Way

mode of mapping of triangulation, ¥
and expanded by his successor Geors®
ect the soutl ey w the 1840s, was brought into pla¥
vola myp WMH Up of the peninsula to the foothills of B
> ¢ as rae £ Sy 0
sovereignry', A of constructing lmlii, 45 oL Just for political and military purposs
VACIBOLY’. AS Conerete £ A48 a domain of Ry :
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This nuanced form of political control over the northern
Assam in terms of ‘loose political control” was marked by
snnexation, Though i the Naga Hills and the Lushai Hillg where the demarcation of
the Inner Line too oceurred, the policy of ‘indirect control’ of the early ninctcenth
century was replaced by a ‘forward policy’ in the 1880s and 1890s, respectively. The

exercise of mapping did crucially impinge upon the levels of definition of the territory
and the policies thereupon. The Inner Line therefore remained more of a jurisdictional
definition rather than a fixed boundary.

and eastern frontier of
an absence of direct

In the case of Lakhimpur, it was construed unnecessary to lay down a definita
boundary of the British civil jurisdiction. It was to follow the nafural contours of the
landform where Rajgarh Ali (a well-defined embankment along the foot of the hills)
formed an important landmark. Despite the insistence on following the pattern of the
Bhutan boundary which clearly defined the hills and the plains, the Tnner Line in
Lakhimpur within British territory did not follow a well-defined boundary between hills
and plains. Here it was to be defined by references to ‘geographical features and habitats
of particular tribes’. Towards Sibsagar, however, it was decided to clearly lay down 2
linc between civil and political jurisdiction as soon as the regulation was put in place.

In 1895, a proposal was mooted that Rajgarh Ali between the rivers Dikrang
and Subansiri were uninhabited by tribes and that portion of the Ali had been washed
away by the Ranganadi; hence, it was proposed to push the Inner Line northwards.
This was to accommodate the extension of the Dejoo garden invoking Section 2 of
Regulation V of 1873 under which the powers of the Lt. Governor to alter the line
from time to time was delegated to the Chief Commissioner. The proposal was notified
to alter the jurisdiction in 1898. Along another section of the Inner Line in Lakhimpur
district a precise mapping led to the proposal for adopting a line further north of the
niver Tirap and Dirak. These modifications were made to accommodate the dcxnar}ds
of the planters in the neighbourhood and also enable the Assam railways z}nd Trading
Company to secure its timber, mining and petrolcum leases outside the line.

The fluidity of the demarcations as permitted in the regulation allowed the
‘government to prescribe, and from time to time alter by notification, a linc.‘m be
called the Inner Line and to prohibit any subject living outside the area from living or
moving’. This fluidity of the demarcation along various sectors in the northern and
castern frontier of present day Arunachal Pradesh hclpcd\lu extend contro'l over
resources, particularly forests in the schcmu‘ (.)l' cohtmzll forestry. \ k‘ollSl‘\l‘CUNlS
projection of the tours taken up by the ﬁrs't polll‘x.cul officer l\.Jccdl}mn .lrmn lb§l ;\Qd
by Noel Williamson were ‘not just to cullwn}c friendly relationship yvxlh the ‘trlbcs n
the tract within the Inner and Outer Lines™. In fact they were n?compu‘n}lcd bya S\’u'\.-'cyor
for mapping the territory travelled as wcll as a Forest (?ﬂlccr to ‘inspect the forest |
where timber is now being cut and advise us upon them’.
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The flexible frontier got u'ansformed into a fixed boundary fle in1914 -
er Tracts (henceforth as NEFT) got demarcated into two sectionsn
itially named as Central and Eastern, and Western Sectiong by E

sections were in ) ) ! t
R . . 1amed ‘Bali W
distinct notifications. In 1919, the Western Section was renamed into the ‘Balipgy, anﬁe(;

Tract’ and the Central and Castern Sections into ‘Sa(liyfx F'rontier Tract. The Mmay

exercise which followed the Miri Mission, Mishmi Mission and Aka Promcnadé) i]ng

ainty about the territory between the ‘Inner Line’ ang the ‘0,
lC[

Northeast Fronti

create a sense of cert
Line’.

In the aftermath of Government of India Act correspondences of the Colop;
government reveal the necessity of depmrcating a.v&{e_ll-deﬁned boundary betw :11
the Balipara Frontier and North Laklympur Subdms_lon was envi'saged incly din:
transfer of 32 square miles of a section of th'e frontier to t].]C plains section, [ i
interesting to note that in the early years of colonial contact the jurisdiction wag 1arge1§,
defined by Rajgarh Ali. This was based on the report’s t.hat there were no *hil Villageg
within a day’s march of the plains’ and hence the pushing baclf of Rajgarh Alj ol
not result in raids of the hill tribes. In the fringes of the Inner Line a number of - fores;
reserves’ had been created and the earlier ill-defined boundary was construeq
problematic and hence the southern limits of the reserves would define ‘new boundary’
As fixed territoriality grew after 1935 the contours of the boundary were decided ,
the extent of the state-controlled forests that infringed on to large chunks of the foothills,
The southern limit of the Balipara Frontier tract was marked by Kalingduar Reserve,

Rowta Reserve, Behali Reserve and Gohpur Reserve.
Analysis of the Inner Line Regulation

The Inner Line Regulation was the outcome of lengthy correspondence between the
Government of India and the Government of Bengal on the subject of Frontier policy.
Alexander Mackenzie in his book The North East Frontier of India provides some
details of the same. The motives behind the extension of the Regulation into Darrang
and Lakhimpur frontier were not so much political as economic and commercial and
they can be summed up as follows:

(a) To regulate the trade in Indian rubber between the hills and the British traders;
(b) To regulate the transfer of lands in these areas; and
(c) To control the extension as well as to protect the tea plantations in the foothills

The implicit policy of noninterference into the affairs of the hill tribes was thus mad¢

ﬁhqal and the act sought to keep outside the British boundary all tracts over which
semi-savage tribes wandered or in which they lived.’

The British governm : se s
k ent thus specifie ; R apoise IS
authority and uphold law an p d the area upto which it would exe '

the tribes living there woul(iloll;ie; : jI{ would decline any responsibility beyond ‘thata‘ﬂ.(:v

restrictions on the movement of} W Sl ﬁmhel: %mpO?:n

maintained for it syjied 1¢ people from outside and ascertained that their isolat
¢ the ceonomic and commercial interests of the Empire.

dout here that the Inner L

ement of the tribal into the

h sides of -
N Of th(‘. ) £y
lages of the administereg (1; - Mg
areas an

It may be poj
o pointe ‘ N
e Regulation did not impos* ful;
plains, they were allowed 10 “Dhu;
" . o on |
British rather organized fairs on

t VR " . ) . A > [U
lil:e&f fairs with their foragt products f cncouraged the hill men to comto‘1 .
1€ 10r all tim¢ -18 1or exche Thits . a st

1es and py 1ange. This Inner Line was not
Pose. It wag ’ o ght
l‘ed SO ¢ H rather d ﬂt‘Xi ¢ P 10 59 '{luon
085 to include any gre, hen ble and elastic demarc:

it suited the British purpose-
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e positive aspects of the Inner Line are concermed, (f

bt that this Regulation was a wcll—lh(mght-ofmcasm.c

e tribal or the plains™ people, Tts cfficiency

As far 88 tl

a 11)' do”

IETC cannot be
and was not objected
b and effectivenecs

, eithel o n it bas remai i i e st 14
ML e e very fact that it bas remained in existence for the |y
juded any alternations worth mentioning, From the ethnic point of

thout - S e, i view, this Inner
roatly helped n the preservation of fribal culture, The policy of Verrier Flwi
s ' . “ . ¥d s . . b o AV

Iped in the continnance of their traditional nstitutions m

st 140 years
.
Line £
also he
1{owever, the Tnner Line Regulation saw (o it that (he CConarmic re
pooutside “-or]d.nnd the tribal \\"()\'ll(’ remain only onc-sideed, That i",‘ to say, whereas
he goods of the h'll\all could be sold m}hc outside markets and they could also ptiruhaﬁé
conds from the plains, the real profit was earned by the British peaple. No doubt
surplus money was gencrated in the tribal cconomy, but the British alwavys
induced the tribal to spend it on uscless and sometimes even harmful products ll'je
opium. There were no new openings for the investment of this surplus money for
cconomiic growth, V Elwin has pointed out that in one year at the trade fair at Sadiya
the value of the opium sold to the tribal of the hills amounted to as much a¢ Rs.
30,300. The Marwari people regularly traded opium for local products of hill men.
Further, this Inner Line Regulation accelerated the process of econormic drain from

[ations between

coINe

uuuuu

tributary to the imperial economy. The grand British designs of developing trade with
Tibet and China through Arunachal Pradesh could never materialize and the pre-
colonial economy began to disintegrate.

Economic aspect aside, the Inner Line saw to it that the tribal remained in
primitive conditions and did not allow any social, economic or admimistrative
developments in the region. Tt served as the hinterland to the colonial economy. The |
process of modernization was postpbned, with the result that till very recently, except i
for the district headquarters, the people of the state lived as they had been doing for *
centuries. The process of bringing modem institutions and elements of civilization '
was thus deliberately delayed by the imposition of this Inner Line. Since no outsider |
was allowed to cross the Inner Line and settle in the hills and as no effort was undertaken
by the government, education could not be spread to the hills which proved to be' a
great obstacle in the path of progress. As early as 1886, Col. Hopkinson had clearly
stated to the government that the British Government had undertaken an obligation to
administer and civilize the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh after the annexation of Assam,
hut the issue was scrupulously avoided as it was (o prove very expensive without any
economic profit,

~.2.2 The Outer Line

There seems 1o be a lot of confusion and misunderstanding with regard to the meaning
of the Outer Line. Unlike the Inner Line Regulation, we do not get any Regulation
that would precisely define the Outer Line, nor do we know with certainty the ongin
of this term. The detailed discussion on ‘Resistance Movement' of the tribes of
Arunachal Pradesh against colonial penetration in the previous unit ¢learly demonstrates
that the British were unable to occupy the hills. Geographically difficult, economically
unprofitable, futility of the military expeditions in the scattered settlement pattern of
the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and strong and unique defence mechanism of the
village and the houses of the chiefs necessitated the British to search tor un ;thc\\ natve
policy in the areas of Arunachal Pradesh. It was also difficult because L.\t .lhc tncl\ that
in the event of direct possession of these lands the British would carry their international
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Despite these problems, e

themselves aw av from the hills of Arunac - as also a bright ¢ Pl'f",;,,_““
1 ls dl uﬁ forests and other resources, I'here was also a brigh "H’lhl‘(me. p

s due 5 bt A e e PTOSpa

an trans-border trade with Tibet and Central Asig 1y,

“ACI0r

in the hl v
| I 1 - ¢ ‘\
stier and trans-11imala) ' i

e Bt reise indirect control over these areas and their natiga| . .
finied and ambiguous territory was to be kept with they, g, "~

come line, even imaginary. 1t wag this imaginary line that became known ag i Oty
ol ) v ¥ v

the Britich wanted toexe
Hence, the originally unde

Line. )
it was drawn after the Regy,

We have seen in detail the Inner Line a8 ' T the Re latior, o
1872, This Inner Line was the boundary of the ordinary and political jurisdic,.

the district officers. The Outer Line was the originally accepted boundary of .. sam

Analysis of the Outer Line

The Outer Line, to some extent like the Inner Line, was a clever administratjye (o)
that could absolve the British of any responsibility while at the same time grag,

them all the rights and privileges. Lord Hardinge summed up the whole issue of 1.
Quter Line in 1910: ‘

‘We only now claim suzerainty upto the foot of the hills. We have an Inner [ir.
and an Outer Line. Upto the Inner Line we administer in the ordinary way. Berws.;
the Inner Line and Outer Line we only administer politically. That is our politica;
officers exercise very loose jurisdiction, and to prevent troubles with the frontier tribes.
passes are required for our subjects who want to cross the Inner Line. The couniry
between the two lines is very sparsely inhabited and is mostly dense jungle.”

In the absence of any well-defined international border, this line served as s
exterior extent of the British Indian Empire. This Outer Line was not a fixed line and
was deliberately undefined for at least two reasons:

[yt

(i) The British could extend the Quter Line upto any limit as and when
necessary so as to bring any tract of territory within the jurisdiction of
their officers.

(ii) The undefined Outer Line would also make the task of extending the
lnner Line to any extent into the hills to suit their colonial L0Terosts.

It must be 1}1ade very clear here that the Inner Line was the jurisdictional and
not the terntorial limit of the British, As wag pointed out by the Deputy Conunissioner
of Lakhimpur, Godfrey, “The Chief Cor ot o
borders of China and Tibet and Burma.’

Needless 1o say a
only administered in (|
over these sparse

nmissionership of Assam extends upto the

gdin, between (he Inner Line
| colry‘ Their political office
Y popul eLiony
The hne ol'excculivé ailio(::d Hte,
defined in the abscnce of
of Assam. The re|

and the Outer Line the British
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of the Briti:llllucl)t;‘iv‘c n ‘ll.‘is tested sometimes upon t‘or%\‘.
a specific limiy of U %‘I“ in these areas was bound to be ik
p 4tons of the British Gover N ‘mthm..uy olthe Chief Commissioner
bring out the reality of (e whole sitx;-xl~ foverment with the (ribes of the hills clearly

s1ons, Brigish sre also [\‘c tribe

s as and when necessary. On
EOvernment ¢ole -
sted criminals,

a beyond the Quter Line and the
and 50 on:
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cled fines, arre

and was always fiee 1©
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it the tribal. Their officers conducted extensive foyg

and survey (¢
2d map the area. survey (e

dCﬂ]\
o explore &
The issue of the ()nlm.\l.ino became more aljve afler the (i

increased on the other side of the border afier 1907, As carly as: %08,
orted that there had been some activities of the Chinese beyond the A 1

Nocl Williamson had also reported the concentration of Chinese inpi ° /,\ oF Eila
woar. Then a fresh Chinese foree appeared beyond the MishmAi }l ;l"\!m” i
;‘m.w-occnsions.lhc government had remained a passive spect vy
e tribal hills and was not willing to interfere () N
the hills rather compelled the British (o give a serious thought to th ;

reason for this was very simple. If the Chinese could bring thic tribal E'Irl)mhlcm' o
influence. the plains of Assam would become vulnerable 1o the ("hS lindcr !
threatening the heavy British investment in the tea-gardens, oil-fj lJlo]n,b
Therefore, 1t was advisable to prevent the Chinese from N Nl i

i.CLlH
“ ]nl\“ CO N] Ol O\ Cl tl C l]l]]s. -l llc 1 Ll, O \IDI

were also threatening to be a point of dispute between the British and the Chinese

The situation was, however, saved due to the nternal in China. iz t
Chinese Revolution of 1911. Tibet declared her indepcndetlzgzlaJ :lr?:i lalgl}:sl?icovf Lke
. . e
Outer Line was once again buried under the files. Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy of
India was strictly opposed to running the risks or spending money on attempt:s to
create 2 strategic frontier beyond the Outer Line. Lord Minto also held the views that
the best means of safeguarding the frontier from the Chinese aggression would be to
push forward the Outer Line so as to obtain, ‘a good strategic boundary agreements
being taken at the same from the tribes within and beyond the line binding them to
have no relation with foreign power, other than the British.” Thus, till the demarcation
of the McMahon Line in 1914, the British maintained the ‘loose’ political jurisdiction
over the tribal hills with the help of the ‘Outer Line’, though it was indefinite and
undefined. This Line served the British aims very well but kept the tribal in darkness

and cut away from the rest of the world as was done by the Inner Line.

5 2.3 The Simla Conference (1913)

Ams atteinpte

activities
1908, it had been

same
910. On the
ator to the situation in
1ere, but now the Chinese interest in

elr
se attack

a
>

The Tripartite Conference, better known as the Simla Conference, was formally opened
on 6 October, 1913 at the summer capital of British India, under the chairmanship of
Sir Arthur Henry McMahon, Foreign Secretary, Government of India. McMahon had
been the spirit in the formation of the North East Frontier policy since he was made
Foreign Secretary in 1911, He was assisted by Charles Bell, the Political Oﬂiccr. of
Sikkim who had an intimate knowledge of the affairs of Tibet, Bhutan and Sikku.
China was represented by Ivan Chen and Lonchen Shatra, and a leading minister of
Dalai Lama represented Tibet.

At the conference, the Tibetan sought acknowledgment of ils. imlcpcndcncc,
repudiation of the Anglo-Chincse Convention of 1‘9()6, a.m(l the rovision ol lhc trade
regulations. They wanted 1o have a frontier with China wluch would uwlndc ;lU l,l,b,k_"[.u“
people. The Chinese, on the other hand, wuulcd‘lhu.l their Sk)\"c'xc.lg,nl)’ ‘u‘\‘cx l}llwl
should be recognized and thelr right to control foreign and unmm'y uﬂuu:: ,.(;[ ‘l.hg‘»
country should be accepted. The British who were morg mlcmﬁlgd l.ll.ll‘lc‘llltifT--ll 1.\t“m
border rather than in the internal problems of Tibet \\"dlllgk‘l-l(?»lL\\l\l)l\:. t 1;1‘»;»??11;11 :\b\l.l
existed prior to 1904 so as to ensurca stable gove.rmucul fi ee lu)m‘ ( ‘m‘ OUISI¢ t fn lylkll:c‘
bu{ having closer tics with Tibet. The discussions continued for about six months
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in place of the carlier 1t o
govern commercial relations between Indias
Great Britan gained the mos! from the Simla Conference and the Agrecine,
‘L‘. ‘ . 3 i 1Y nt I|-’ ) T 11 ¢ ; , v
oned with Tibet Her policy of making Tibeta buffer’ between India and Chyjyy., "
SINNCL . J A . . : e y e .
! eseful. For the first ime a proper frontier was defined and g e

te to the ill-defined ‘Outer Line” was over. However,

y g

immensely suce
confusion prevailing d | : s over. Hoviey
demarcation of the frontier did not, in any casc, change the position of the British ;.
a-vis the tribal to any remarkable degree. McMahon himselfl commented tha the
J fronticr by Tibet would enable the Assam governmen

acceptance of a clearly define : vl e
intervening as little as possible in their infeqy,

(0 leave the tribes 10 themselves,
affairs.

Further, the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, ar}d the departure of
Henrv McMahon to Egypt made the whole issue of northeast Ind}a 4 remote concery,
10 the authorities. The government was also not in a mood to publish the text of Sirs
Conference as long as there remained any hope of the final settlement of the Tibetzy
issue by negotiations with the Chinese. It was only in 1924 that a summary of the
Simla Conference and the Boundary Agreement was published by Charles Bell in his
hook Tiber, Past and Present (Clarendon Press, Londong, 1928). Robert Reid also
\nforms about the same in his book History of the Frontier Areas Boidering on Assam,
1883194] (New Delhi, 1983, reproduced). P. K. Nayak in his article ‘British Strategy
and McMahon Line: Arunachal A Means’ (The Proceedings of Indian History
Congress provides us with the details of the problem. M. L. Bose's History of
Arunachal Pradesh (Concept, New Delhi, 1997) based mainly on the primary sources
and D. Pandey’s History of Arunachal Pradesh (Earliest Times to 19 72 A.D.), 2
textbook, also is very useful to study the problem of drawing of lines and the
involvement of other neighbouring powers.

The overall concern of the British government was to secure the frontier with
C‘ufm and to keep the tribal area of Arunachal as a buffer. Syed Ali Imran, the only
e 1Cer ’ ~1 . . : H i
md.mndmcmt‘){.r.of the V1cuoy.s Cf)unul was not very happy with this policy and
iumle out: ‘s it (‘Mchhun Line) intended to keep the wild tribes as bufler betweet
d;g prartn}mqn of China and ourselves? If that be so, it entails our keeping them neither
oir:fn in their prle]sent unhappy and barbarous condition for all time to come — (or W
7 3 J =1
‘v,yﬂ. not ZT}UV?? i C;?l nor will we allow others to do so’. The McMahon Line rematied
;: ?’0”“ D‘L IL%SO Lh‘f g‘)\_/en;jllent of India for many years to come. In 1935, Olaf
Coroe, Deputy Secretary in New Delhi incic i o
o ~~I!)muyld " Sclllgd . Ll\;: L)Tlhl, insisted that the boundary dispute in ¢
5 bes > therefore, in 1937 the S o Tl wnticated
the McMahon Line as the Northeagt bOUl)ldal'}/ of in;: > ey G ia AU
Uld,
As we have scen carlier, afler the Britigh
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’ nories of Assam and the hijl was not known definitely. W
i e Y-
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. ne sor of ey
e e e al some sort of agreemen had been arei . ill
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1%
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also did not specify the exact ' e seltled, T . et
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were based on the fulfillm 4 Peviang, British relations wi i
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of the CConomje nteress fmo““?, ML.h the hl'l-h Jule

St of the Empire, whi

annexation of Assam in 18206 tll v
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i(;xis responsibility.

policy, |t had beg
am l?w BOVernmen(
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The British not only avoided any
did not bother to specify the ‘externa| bmm(lary’ of thei
the form of the Outer Lines the extoppg) limit of the; .].u
However, the issue of the demarcatjon of the M
British Empire would not be ket pendin
the hills, either on the other side of'the O

diree inistrati
cet u(hmmstml,mn over the hillg

Frule iy thic
le wag

v they alyq
» Partof India, 1y,
defined very

. CryY vaguely
X rthern l)(nmdmy 1o the extent !r)fth/
' ‘ bty . - ) 1
g alter the iney CAsNg Chiney ;

. R 401 i
uter Line or iy NEFA influence in

<3 BORDER CONTROVERSY
—

The ‘Tnner Line,” which finds itg echot
world i three states of Northeast Indi
setup during the colonial period. Tt ig

0 be - ; '
o! the day to—day transactions with the outside
4, msimple terms ig understood as g ‘boundary’

p d perceived (o be for safe uard; i
the indigenous people dgamst onslaught of (he people ﬁ'én% Lhref1 1;1%1::: l%c.reﬁts o
. This is ap

exa'n.]p]eiof how the space within the ‘inner line’ and outside it j dditi

pohnca.l umperatives has been socially constructed on either directiorin o;l th moun s
and plains. In the essence of Henry Lefebvre’s contention, ‘social relation: n:vﬁnltf "
conerete gbstractions, have no real existence save in ar;d through spacé’ Wixata ::
important 18 that this spatial practice which had been initiated by the coloni;d state in
this post-colonial era becomes a tool for defining and redefining the ‘Inner space’ of
the federated territorial units within the larger nation state. This in turn is construed as
2 tool for enabling the sustenance of the ‘unique’ spatial entity reiterating Lefebvre’s

contention that “every society produces a space, which can be seen and understood as
1S own space’.

This Regulation declared to be *for political security’ defined an ‘Inner Line’
that was to be applied in the five districts of Kamrup, Darrang ,Nowgong, Sibsagar,
Lakhimpur, Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hills, Cachar and Chittagong
Hills. In the correspondences between the Government of Bengal and Government of
India the object of Inner line was stated to be:

... tokeep outside the Inner Line all tracts over which the semi-savage tribes wander,

or where they live, and in which political complications may arise. Ifany tea gardens

fall outside the line the Commissioner should consider how they should be treated;

but the Licutenant Governor would wish to stretch a point in favour of any old-

established frontier gardens and bring them inside the line if we can.

The second stated objective was the desire to ‘exert over the (lcalings.bctwcen
the traders and others from our settled districts and the pcoplc n th'c \Tuk-l tyucts
beyond’. A crucial dimension in this trade transaction was to dclmg the Jlll‘lsdls‘.llkl\n;ll‘
control over ‘trade in rubber collected within and that g‘ollcclcd wl.tlu.)ul, thc? lum% or‘
British jurisdiction’. The right to collect and export India rubber wnln‘n lhc‘to%c\sfa‘ of
Cachar and Assam had been till then leased out by.lhg government put ,UIT lnrl am‘m?g

hile certain leased areas fell under the jurisdiction of lhc.dnmlly anneNe
A ed as ‘foreign’ from areas outside the ordinary
d YC‘\;CrlllCleI";S(HC(i()H. The concern F'or lht:' revenue
coffer was crucial in defining the
cunlawful for any British subject to

I .r was calegoriz
territory, rubber Wd.b‘(,dl(jg_j,. ‘
jurisdiction of the British civil an o
accrued from these transactions 1o the mm:n
jurisdiction. The rcgulation sought to render 1
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pe with written pet
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Mikir Hills.

The Boundary |
houndary between libetand India was rep, |
Yare ing

emareating the o

s Bell poinlcd out thf\l !;ivv";mg f\/ll(nms:l(:ry W3 Clogy
n ot due to gtrategic reasons ‘we should ms‘mll. in getting the 'I'mvmw) ;u“/
11lumn.. \,I o line and the adjoining Bhutan though this seems undoubtediy iy, ""‘
“‘“’3“ Oi,ﬂ,“‘ 1;‘]]“;,\”;0 Tibel and Assam will adjoin each other and, if Tihe '~:h(;,‘\']'
mm‘mn‘iﬂ?'\Chincs;‘ control, it would be a du\ng(.‘l'OUR pfﬂiti(m “J.r 'Ll';.’ The 7 i'ry,;:';r‘
again undct | objections to the inclusion of Tawang in the British territry fr:
e ‘pl:lccs‘ the Abors, Mirifs and I\J‘Iis.hmis (Lopas or Lobas) F,IJ;:‘
Tibetan government. However, force (.Jf circumstances compelleq J
o surrender Tawang and the private rights and privileges Whi'A;
ed in the past. o
The hopes and aspiration from which the Si.mla Conference was organizeq
11d not bring the fuitful and long-lasting resu?ts. C!nna never accepted this bour .
In their opinion, the Simla Conference was an invalid conference. They held the viey,
that the Simla Conference only discussed the boundary between India and Tibst zn¢
not between India and China. The Chinese government even asserted that the Tibetay
government had no right to conclude the agreement without the formal approval of
Peking. Though these objections of China were overruled by the Indian governmen:
in the years to come China never accepted the boundary drawn there. Secondly, though
the Indo-Tibetan boundary was delimited, it could not be demarcated because he

terrain through which it ran was mostly covered with snow.

In order to understand the border controversy even after drawing the McMahon

Ling, the position of Tibet and Bhutan is important to be discussed here in brief. Since
the 18" century, Tibet was under the suzerainty of the Chinese Manchu Empire. The
Chinese grip over Tibet was further tightened when the Chinese army helped Tibet in
fepenigg the Gorkha invaders in 1791, Thereafter, the entire administrations of Tibet
mc}udmg Dalai Lama were to act according to the dictates of the Chinese agent !
I&?;rs?l‘ltil[li ;(; U;(e) v\:/'e?keiing of: the Manchu Empire in China the Chinese conu‘gl
vt o wa,s Suspcevcetgd tilcczlimg vg‘eak and by 1905, there was almost vacuum
it the Russion armny hod £ ;da ;1 5 fhmese had surrendered their ngth to Rus_fm ;n‘x‘.
fully realized that the Russi;ll l: %h‘a S & L? i C urzon, lh? t-hen Viceroy Oljm-d-l:}‘
imperial interests. As was Poinlefd(i)S"tnt(ll(j m‘ Libet would dehm?ely haan t-l-w bfl“-‘i‘
trouble owing 1o Russia being so nc'L:r ‘ l‘dt’ 8 Tave e, and S“u hav?, qu)m‘ C[WST
ar as on the North-west Frontier of lndia... but™*

=] ) Pf V(,Dl hbl' (Jl‘i ¢ DSitic ‘ i . ’
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the Tawang Monastery: ¢ harle

munister raise
advocated that in some

taxes 1o the
Tibetan government 10§

the monastery had enjo)

cou

10 counterac |
LW

nee 1 N . C l
Lhasa Convention was signed whis hlae
p;llu‘ll

o et 4[[(!)1; I;S:;mn ml(lucncc in Tibet, the Younghusband Missiol
down that no Tibetan e s
and 1o power was 1o
Younghusbang
China got ag

[THOLY Was (o he of
be ‘dllo)\ly ‘11.5 lg be given to any foreign power for ocell |
Mission was H()ttl( to llll&?ri‘ere in the affairs of Tibet, The impih‘.l 0

ong lasting and in | 906, after the Peking Con\/&‘““f’“'

ich right over T
ver Tibet ag ,
5 Gl‘ ' 1Al ) - . mml
cut Britain, In the Anglo-Russian Convel

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner

|
I




< cigned on 3TAURNst 1907, Britain and Rusaia agreed (o req
(hat “f“‘\nf'T\l’t" and to carry out ‘no political negotiationg
,‘nn‘g""‘-\' yediary of China,” By the trade agreements of
the ”mmcnls were further restricted in Tibet.

pect the territori
Ath Tibet even
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o e | ‘ tee The British (roops
B b Valley in !t)()h and the Chinese hc.g;m to reassert
et Bythe end of 1 0‘00, under .lhc lC:l(lL‘.l‘Shlp of Ch
cotored Tibet. The Chinese at this stage aimed nof 1
o Tibel but also to cheek the British mfluence
e end of the year 1910, the Chinese were ady
there was every possibility that they
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ptthrough
activitics of the
withdrew from (he
1eir over lors
a0-Erh-Feng, the Chinese troaps
nerely to strengthen theijr control
along the Indo-Tibetan f
ancing towards Uppe
would try to control the intery
Tibet and plains of Assam. It was suggested by the Chines
Tibet that the five colours, i.c. China, Tibet, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan, should be
blended together. Thus, the Chinese imperial motives were clear from the b
though they always participated in the dialogue to end the bor

;hjp over

ronticr, By
r Burma and
ening tract between
¢ High Commissioner for

eginning
der controversy,

Whereas it was not very easy for the Chinese to influence N
things were rather easier in Bhutan, Blessed with a temper

Bhutan encouraged the Chinese to extend nfluence there.
written by the Chinese agents at Lhasa, it was as pointed o
the subjects of the Emperor of China w
always maintained its independence an
repudiated the authority of China over
Bhutanese Vakil (lawyer) was stationed at
with the British Indian government. Charl
affairs of Sikkim, suggested to the gove

epal and Sikkim.
ate climate and fertile soil,
In fact, in one of the letters
ut that the Bhutaness were
ho was the Lord of Heaven. Bhutan had
d the Deb or King of Bhutan had always
Bhutan, On the other hand, after 1903, 2
Darjeeling as the channel of communication
es Bell, the Political Officer in charge of the |

rament in 1908 that a new treaty should be
concluded with Bhutan and her foreign relations should be controlled by the

Government of India. As he suggested, ‘“This will enable us (British) to keep the

Chinese agents, Chinese troops and the Chinese influence generally out of the country.’

Lord Minto the Viceroy was also convinced that the Chinese influence in Bhutan

would raise complications and, therefore, accepted the proposal of Charles Bell.

Subsequently, a treaty was signed with the Raja of Bhutan on 8 J anuary, 1910,
whereby the Bhutan government agreed to be guided by the British advice in foreign
relations and the British undertook not to interfers in the internal affairs of Bhutan.
Thus, through this treaty the British were able to put a check to the Chinese danger
for the time being but the events in Tibet and Bhutan definitely compelled the British
to give a serious thought to the issue of the boundary.

The Chinese appearance in Arunachal Pradesh

We have seen in detail British relations with the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and also the
loose control that the British applied in this area. However, the Chinese were not \‘villing to
accept the sovereignty of the British over the tribes of the area, which was cons ulgt:td to
be a “tenn incognito” or ‘no-man’s land’. In a telegram in May, 1910 the uutl\orluc§ in
Calculta were informed that one thousand Chinese soldiers had arrived at Rit I, dgm:u ding
taxes from Tibetan Govemnor, It was again reported in July, 1910, Flmt th_e, L"lnneac had
established their inm control over Rima and cn"cctc(l a postat l,ln;cc |}11I¢5 oft'\ ulo‘n‘% {\ fh(‘-
southern extremity of their empire. Once again, Charles Hcll.hlgl‘ll.lgl.l.lml ll1&'\!10.&.\..\)'1[(‘?\[:\f
keeping the Chinese or any other power ou‘l of .ll‘xc narrow strip of ter l[:‘!?,,b‘.‘l\l\ & \‘l‘\b‘ll e‘i
and Assam. He suggested the extension of pohumlm‘nlml over the uﬂ.u.n‘n ut.t‘\'u trl 1 -\L \
an.( 5t lt. was also reported that the Chinese were wfluencing the Mishmis and were
1S arca. s als

also active in the Adi area,
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oo Tl ;s the Himalayas. At about the

ortal spread their influence across the e
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Hare, the Lt, Governor, suggested to the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, that the Mishmis should

are, the 1o the control of the govemment and thata forward policy should

be immediately taken under t ‘ : 1 hould
be pursued in the re gion. No immediate action was, however, taken on these proposals of

Hare because the Government of India thought: ‘We see no nece§sity at. present for
incurring the risk and responsibilities by a forward movement into thg mt_wal territory beyand
" our control.... we would not permit any general increase of activity in this direction nor can
| we recommend that any sort of promise be given to the tribes that they rely on our support
or protection in the event of Chinese or Tibetan aggression.’

In the meanwhile, certain other developments rather compelled the British
government to give serious consideration to the boundary problem. The most important
was the murder of Noel Williamson who had crossed the Outer Line and had penetrated
into the interior of the Adi Hills. This murder raised a storm regarding the hostility of
the tribal towards the British and Chinese influence could be sensed behind this. The
Abor Expedition was sent to the hills in 1911 to punish the culprits and also to study
the simatigr_x in the area. Simultaneously, another mission, the Miri Mission was sent
to Sub‘an§m area to explore the country between the Dibang River and Bhutan. The
;jli:::; fiigi;z‘;‘/}‘:;; 181?;1/1 ?‘ilzcl)oz'zftions carried out by the Abor Expeditions, the Mirl

ssion formed the basis of the recommendations put forward
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: estern S Wizl i orarn Qantiar
GA. Nevill and W.CM. Dunclae ection and the Central and Eastern Sectior
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o the otber hand, the Anglo-Tibetan Treaty of 1904, which
n

jusband Mission, had become inef;’ective due to the signing of the Anglo-
the Youlfgreement in 1906 and the Anglo-Russian Convention 0f1907. The disorganized
¢ affairs Tibet was beginning to pose a thregt to the Indian affairs and the
O J interests of the Empire. The Japanese subjects were in intimate relations
commer ;%ahlau thorities in Lhasa and the Russian students were receiving training in the
‘}?::Km‘ionastew on the Tibetan frontier. The collapse of Chinese power could lead

1o anincreased activity on the part of Russia and even Japan whose imperialistic designs
O -
were not hidden.

was concluded after

The British were in a dilemma at this stage. They were not in a position to
convert Tibet into a British prote'ctorate, as 1t would mean extending their boundary
by some 2000 miles or so, enclosing 50000 square miles of area, in which there were
10 means of communication and which would also bring her face to face with China
and Russia. It would also give Russia a chance to press for the revision of the Anglo-
Russian convention of 1907 which might not suit the imperial interests. On the other
hand, Tibet was not in a position to survive as an independent country and was bound
o seek the help of some foreign power. There was every fear that Tibet would throw
hersclf into the arms of Russia, and that the British could never tolerate, The third
alternative was to allow China to re-establish her control over Tibet but that would
lead to intrigues and infiltrations into the British territories and Burma. Therefore,

neither China’s policy of considering Tibet as a province of China or the proposal of
Dalai Lama to extend British control suited the British,

On 17 August, 1912, the British proposed to the new Republican Government
of China that some discussions should be held to settle the status of Tibet for all times
to come on the basis of the situation which had existed before the Younghusband
Mission. The Chinese were also becoming alarmed over the success of the Russians
inMongolia and their ever- increasing grecd. They were equally aware of the weakness
of their own government and could see no better alternative than a conference to
solve the issue of Tibet. They also realized that if they declined, the British would
enter into negotiations with Tibet directly and, therefore, agreed that in the proposed
negotiations there would also be a representative of Tibet.

-4 PROBLEMS AFTER 1947

The issuc of the occupation of Tawang remained in confusion despite the expedition of

Captain Lightfoot in 1938, to study the situation there. It was not till 1947 that the Indjan
government became firm over the boundary line. This was reflected in a statement by
Jawaharlal Nehru in the Lok Sabha in 1950 ‘Our maps show that McMahon Line is our
boundary, and that is our boundary, map or no map. The fact remains and we stand by that |,
boundary, and we will not let anybody come across that boundary.

Though it is beyond the scope of our work, it may be pointed out that the McMahon
Line had taken into consideration the military requirements of the area and as such was
in reality the root of India’s troubles in 1962. The strategic limitations of the McMahon
Line were never taken into account. It was pointed out by the Intelligence Chiefin the
1960s that, ‘the physical difficulties will remain on our side so long as the watershed of |
the Himalayas remained our boundary’, As we have pointed out earlier, the McMahon ||
‘Line was désigncd to serve only the interest of the empire and was not aimed at solving
the problems of the frontier for a long term.
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The CIA’s recently declassified POLO documents reveal con_zempm;,
American analysis of Chinese motives during the war. According to tis
document, ‘Chinese apparently were motivated to attack by one primary
consideration — their determination to retain the ground on which PLA
forces stood in 1962 and to punish the Indians for trying to take that ground.’
In general terms, they tried to show the Indians once and for all that China
would not acquiesce in a military ‘reoccupation’ policy. The secondary reasons
for the attack, which bad made it desirable but not necessary, included 2
desire:

¢ Todamage Nehru’s prestige by exposing Indian weakness

¢ Toexposeas traitorous Khrushchev’s policy of su pporting Nehru againsta
Communist country,

Another f‘ac.tor whichmight have affected China’s decision for war with India |

Wwas a perc g ; ' la enci isolation of |

Cm’:nc; perceived need to stop a Soviet-U.S.-India encirclement and isolaion of |

|
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1ine Regulation was the outcome of leng Te
gthy cor cspondence between

alon the subject of Frontier

o The Inner B :
the Government of India and the Government of Beng
policy.

o The British thonghused armed interventions, more or less main
celation with the tribes. The growing Chinese influence

(orest in this area complicated the issue further

ained a peacafyl
and consequeritly their
and made it truly international
. The Outer Line, to some extent like the Tnner Line, was a clever administrati
ool that could absolve the British of any responsibility while ;lf ”w”ﬁ"m_‘-n“f”’"
granting them all the rights and privileges, Tn the absence ofjanv u;:;”;vfi‘m?
international border, this line served as the exterior extent r)fthclfiri;i;_}](? s

Empire. This Quter Line was not a fixed line and was de

n

ncian

liberately undefined,

o The Tripartite Conference, better known as the Simla Conference, was formall:
opened on 6 October, 1913 at the summer capital of British In;!i'\ Zn«:nrlar’ .
chaitmanship of Sir Arthur Heary McMahon, Foreign Secretary, Go‘vfemr:x;ml:)ef
India. McMahon had been the spirit in the formation of the Nor,th East Fl‘(jr.lti;“r
policy since he was made Foreign Secretary in 1911, o

e The British authorities also exploited the opportunity to settle the Indo-Tibstzn
bhoundary on the north. Enough work had already been done after the Abor Expecition
of 1911 and the various surveys and explorations, which had been sumrnarized in 2
‘Confidential Note’ by the Chief of General Staffin June, 1912.

¢ Though through the McMahon Line efforts were made to solve the border
controversy forever, the Chinese authority according to their own convenience
never accepted it in full letter and spirit. Their interests in the areas of Arunachal
Pradesh continued even after the British rule. The Chinese intrusion in the areas of
Arunachal Pradesh in 1962 and even later is the forward policy of the Chinese.

e The major issve in demarcating the boundary between Tibet and India was regarding
the Tawang Monastery. Charles Bell pointed out that Tawang Monastery was clearly
Tibetan, but due to strategic reasons ‘we should insist in getting the Tawang area
south of the red Tine and the adjoining Bhutan though this seems undoubtedly Tibetan
territory, as otherwise Tibet and Assam will adjoin each other and, if Tibet should
again under Chinese control, it would be a dangerous position forus.’

o Tt was not till 1947 that the Indian government became firm over the boundary
line. This was reflected in a statement by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Lok Sabha in
1950: ‘Our maps show that McMahon Line is our boundary, and that is our
boundary, map or no map. The fact remains and we stand by that boundary, and
we will not let anybody come across that boundary.”

¢ The strategic limitations of the McMahon Line were never taken into account. It
was pointed out by the Intelligence Chief in the 1960s that, ‘the physical difficulties
will rernain on our side so long as the watershed of the [imalayas remained our

boundary’.

0,6 KLY TERMS

e Frontier: Alincor border separating two countries

» Incursion: Aninvasion or attack, especially a suddenor brictone

12 Anote or record made for future use

¢ Memorandun
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‘Jpner Line’
Khasi-Jaintia Hills, Garo

Hills and Mikir Hills
Gorkha
. False

True

Short-Answer Questions

(U2 T U UC S NG SN

_ What did the Outer Line signify?
. Why was the Outer Line deliberately undefined?

_ What was the Simla Conference concerned with?

_ What did the Inner Line signify?
. What path does the McMahon Line follow?

Long-Answer Questions

o

[« N &, TS SO WS ]

. Discuss the significance of the Inner Line in detail.

What were the implications of the Inner Line Regulations of 1873 on Arunachal
Pradesh?

. Write 4 short note on the Simla Conference.

. Describe the significance of the Indo-Tibetan boundary.

- What were the problems that arose after 19479

- What led to the recognition of the McMalion line? Discuss,

9
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0 INTRODUCTION

Anew cra started in the history of Northeast India with the signing of the Treaty of
Yandaboo in 1826, which saw the expansion of the British rule over this part of the
country. With the establishment and gradual expansion of the ‘Raj’, the era of modem
pelitics also began in this region. After the assumption of political power, the task
before the British was to consolidate their position, politically as well as economically.
in this area. In this imperial desire they faced the problem of the hill tribes of Assam and
the neighbouring hills, including the areas of modern Arunachal Pradesh. We have earlier
seen that the British government aptly realized the political necessity and the economic
potentiality of these frontier areas, especially the hilly tract inhabited by the tribal of
present-day Arunachal Pradesh and initiated a number of measures to safeguard colonial
interest. Direct military action was not feasible and, therefore, the British came forward
t0 enter into peace agreements with various tribes of these frontiers. At the same time,
taking advantage of the basic weakness of these tribes — the divided house of the tribes
as a whole — the colonial rulers called upon these tribes to forego their rights over the
foothills and the adjoining plain lands, for imperial interests. On the whole, however, the
British followed a policy of watch and ward, limited or no direct interference and military
intervention only when unavoidable.

Hence, as the beginning of the administrative measutes, the Frontier Tracts
Regulation was passed in 1880, It was mainly due to the unique geo-political condinons
as well as the nature of the relationship between tribes and the British, These areas,
by the time, were not under direct British administration and the terrains were also
not suitable for the same. The provisions were made applicable not only to the areas
of Arunachal Pradesh but also to the other areas of the region. The new Regulation
provided that the operation of all unsuitable laws might be barred in the hill districts,
in the north Cachar sub-division, the Mikir Hills tract in Nowgong and the Dibrugarh
frontier tract in Lakhimpur. By orders issued under this Regulation, the tracts in question
were excluded from the operation of the enactments relating o erinal procedure, (the
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The Government of India Act, 1919, was an Act.of t}?e Parliament of the Unjisq
Kinedam. It was passed to expand participation of Indians in the government of [5,d;,
The Act embodied the reforms recommended in the report of the Secretary of State £,
India. Edwin Montagu, and the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford. The Act covered ten years,
from 191910 1929.

The Act provided a dual form of government (a ‘dyarchy’) for the major provinges,

The Governmient of India Act 1935 was originally passed in August 1935 (25 &
26 Geo. S ¢. 42), and is said to have been the longest (British) Act of Parliament ever
enacted by that time, The act of 1935 in provided for the federal structure, distribution of
powers, provincial autonomy, responsible form of government, bicameral legislature,
emergency power of Governor General.

We shall study these in detail later in this unit.

The North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) (formerly the North-East Frontier Tracts)
vias one of the political divisions in British India and later the Republic of India till 1972,
when it became the Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh, Its administrative headquarters
was Shillong (1ill 1974, when it was ransferred to Itanagar).

' In 1'9 14, some tribal-majority areas were separated from the erstwhile Dartang
and L’a}d’xfmpur districts of Assam Province of British India to form the North-East
}Z"r{j‘i}“’ “Sczgjfi LT())l 'I'h?‘NEF Twas initially divided into two sections: the Cental
1852, and some more Zpr }511}2% the erstwhile Dibrugarh Froptxcr Tract, crgted in

’ cas i south) and the Western Section. Each section was

laced under a polities . ,
{‘ . dera political officer. A Mier the independence of Tndia in 1947, NEFT became
& part of Assam state. S

NEFA

——
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" PEMARCATION OF
NORTH-EAST FRONTIER TRACT (NEFT)

" i

We have seen that the British government followed a few basic policies towards the
North-East Frontier Tract. The first and foremost policy of the British was to contain the
tontier tribes by continuing with Ahom period's provisions with certain cha nges in the
right to collect ‘posa’. Cash payment, instead of kind, was started. Second, the Fas|
India Company government tried entering into [riendly relations with these tribes througk
political negotiations and treaties. However, any violation of these treaties was viewed
very serously by the government and force was often applicd against such acts,

Third, the government resorted to the ‘blockade systemn’, by which the tribes
were debarred from coming down to the plains to buy their necessary commedities
from the markets of adjoining areas. In the case of a serious offence like murder or the
kidnapping of British subjects, a demand of surrender of the culprits to the British
authority was imposed through the native political agent for the trial of the offender.
Sometimes, expeditions were dispatched to arrest the offenders, or in the case of
kidnapping, to secure the release of the captives. Evidences are not lacking in which
the whole tribe or the village of the offender, as a whole, was punished severely,
probably to impress upon the whole tribe or the village dire consequences of the acts
ofa few guilty persons. Though various frontier tribes tried to challenge the authority
off and on, the British Government over-shadowed them with their superior force.

Fourth, the British government established a few markets and organized fairs in
the foothill areas, such as Sadiya, Udalguri, and Doimara. However, the main motive
behind these trade fairs was the promotion and popularization of European goeds. Though
the British wanted to open stores to provide the necessities to the tribal, this was not
successful,

Fifth, the British followed a trade policy that led to the destruction of the tribal
cottage industry and crafts, The import of salt, influx of the mill-made goods and vam,
and other machine-made goods destroyed the local productions and slowly a tendency
developed to purchase manufactured goods and tools from the plains.

Sixth, the British stressed on consolidation but no extension of their rule to the
hills. They tried to consolidate the portion of the frontier territory already under their |
possession and 1o secure its good administration. For this purpose, the government
appointed the ‘kotokis’ mainly to deal with the Nyishis, Adis, Akas, and other hill-tribes
in the frontiers. In fact, these korokis were like political officers and at the same time
worked like ambassadors. The duties of the kotokis, as told by H. S. Bivar, were to
proceed to the hills on any occasion when required to do so in connection with the tribes
and to render aid in furnishing information on the tribes and in interpreting any matter as
also 1o attend upon the deputy commissioner when he proceeded (o the country bordering
the hills of the tribes to which they were attached.

In addition, the British government established a network of the intelligence
service, just after the Anglo-Burmese War of 182426, 1o keep strict vigilance on the
movement and communication of the tribes beyond the frontier, particularly those
situated near the Burmese frontier and gaining through them formation of all
movements in Upper Bunna, As per the British records, by the middle of the 19th
century there was one Jamadar, a Shan mterpreter and seven Harkars in Sadiya Agency.

Sadiya Agency continued to function under the district officer of Dibrugarh, However,
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afler the information of the as subordinated to the police establispyy,,
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-2.1 Hopkinson’s Proposals
kinson, the Commissioner of Assam, had proposed g 1,
F -avs and means to be adopted for the administratjop, of
Govermnment of B Cng.al' “C Y he believed that the policy of conciliation with (he hill
the North-Eas} Frontier T.MCt Ssat i restraining the savage tribes, which infest our
peop.le had 'fal{ed. T—fﬁo\t\/ll;;t;lalcea in one course of policy, but there must be 2 ready
ﬁ'omleri rolihee Cacll' nts to suit every varying circumstances; sometimes we must
adaptation (.)f expe 1end simple, sometimes blockade; very often a judicious systey,
apply EOET pﬁrﬁ :; the tribe’s quiet for long while, but still the surest foundatiog
giS\l\l/l;;;ilf;n l%u?ﬁi our }c).ontrol over them will be their fear gf us.” He further argucd
that the payment of subsidies alone was not sufficient unless it was backed by mllitary
power. Hence, he urged upon the government the need- for @htar ypr epﬁgr edness to
meet any tribal outrage. He seems to have bE?I’.l more in favour of coercion _than of
conciliation. He held, ‘I believe that in our ability to coerce them (i.e., the hlllmeq)
where conciliation fails, and in their absolute conviction t'hat we can c0§1'c:3 them if
they go too far... lies the most durable guarantee for their good behavpr. He also
wanted that the British ‘must cease to regard them (i.e., the hillmen) as aliens, or even
as enemies, but acknowledge them as subjects, seek to establish ourselves among
them, to extent our influence over them, and bring them under our control and within
the pale of civilization.” In other words, he wanted that the tribal area should be brou ght
under British occupation.

In 1862, Col. Henry Ho

Col. Hopkinson was the first British officer who had the foresight to see that by
the annexation of Assam, the British Government accepted the obligation to undertake
the administration of the Northeast Frontier tribes, and he criticized the government
for creating a wall of separation between the hills and the plains of the province. Ina
nutshell, Hopkinson urged the British to undert
for proper administration of the area. There wou
in As§am till arrangements for administration of the hills were provided tor. Col.
Hopkinson wrote in hig Report to the Government of Bengal: ‘In taking possession
of the country (Assam), we incurred a very distinct and positive obligation to administer
110 the best of our ability, and at any expense 1o secure the most absolute protection
;ﬁcléfri?gzli rfvpitiﬁlli:y;very lgleﬂns available to a civilized government: and it seems
the plains from the ;;colel\g,oof tﬁurl dll:ty thet we should lwv,e separated the people })f
we renounced (e latterpand lcﬂeth]il 8 tand '})mve made the former our subjecits \lvlulc
lake under our proleclio’n.’ He (urtl:wn (J)“pxny u'pon those whom w.c lmd.Pth‘S?Cd m
naccessible land, which he held ‘w;ruﬁ"‘);;lmcmlgd_ t.lle C‘O“.SUUCU(m of roads in [J;b.
external world ang the world of the 1rib(v a 'o'rd facilities for ntercourse between 1;
the missionarjes in their work aipans es k ang urged the government to help and ui

& these hill tribes, This was not accepted by the

t-“C'llmw«- i

and the wilhdrfm:ul o}‘memmdcd the re-organization of the police force of
& e

aramilitary forces from the bordef,

the military and p

e authorities. At the same time, he urged the
Ce A > i ~ . o o ’ - A S
v under the orders of gy chief civil authority for the

ake various developmental projects
Jd be no rest for the British, he held,

British Govcmmcn
Assaim
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<sam Frontier, because th§ management of the frontier tribes wag 4
defeﬂse';ﬂity f that authority. This view seems to have becn accepted by the
sl

espO” et of Bengal which requested the Supreme Government’s sanction of the

G Overnll o raise a force like that of Punjab,
Oia

O td . M . .
rop 1 fact, the Government of India was convinced of the necessity of re-

ization of the military force as sgggested by Hopkinson, and accordingly, two |
orgd” ¢ military police were recruited, who were posted along the Inner Line. At

came e, heavy concentration was made at the district headqu
1c

lie army in any emergency.

arters for immediate

arch oft
g It has been suggested by some historians, and with some Justification, that the
peginning of the political cvp]ution of Arunachal Pradesh can be traced to the Inner
Lil;c Regulation of 1873, which was formulated to bring ‘under more stringent control
e commercial relations of the British subjects with the Frontier Tribes.” It is also
worth mentioning that the experience of the Colonial rulers with the tribal in India had
sot been a pleasant one and they had faced trouble in different parts of the country
while dealing with them. This was evident through the Mutiny of Singbhum in 1831,
Khond Uprising in 1846 and Santhal Rebellion in 1885. Generally, therefore, the
British declared these areas as Non-Regulation Tracts to be administered by the Deputy
Commissioner according to needs of the time.

Declaration of Scheduled Districts

The constitutional and administrative growth of Arunachal Pradesh had its genesis in
the Act No. XTV of 1874, also known as The Scheduled Districts Act of 1874, by
which the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, Garo, Khasi
and Jayantia Hills, Naga Hills and Cachar were declared ‘scheduled districts’ on st
January, 1875. Goalpara and Sylhet were also made almost as scheduled districts,
This arrangement had a basic aim behind it — to provide a simpler form of administration
in the province of Assam. Special rules for the administration injustice, in civil as well
as cruninal matters, were provided by this Act.

The problem of tribal administration caught the attention of the British
Government of India afier their occupation of Assam. Therefore, the government
wanted to provide a simple form of administration in those areas where the local
tribal customs and conventions could be accommodated for seftling various tribal
disputes; thus, the idea of the scheduled districts came into being. By this Act, the
Chief Commissioner of Assam was authorized to extend the Act to the Frontier Tracts
for peace and governance, with the previous sanction of the Governor General in
Council. He could also extend to these areas any Act, or part thereof, passed by the
legislators of any provincial or of the Central Government by a notification in the local
Gazette, Under Section 2 of the mentioned Act, the Chief Commissioner had the
power to propose to the Governor General in Council, the draft of any Regulation for
peace and the good government of the Frontier Tracts, which when approved by the
Governor General in Council, had the force of law after notification in the local Gazelte.
The same Act authorized the Chief Commissioner, under Section 6, Clause C, to
define by what authority and jurisdiction, powers and duties incidental to the operation
of any enactment, for the time being in force in the Frontier, would be exercised and

performed.
Meanwhile, the Inner Line Regulation had been passed in 1873, and the Deputy
Commissioners were asked by the Chief Secretary to propose the Inner Line of their
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e over whom l\ \ s — the Scheduled District AC[’. A1V of 1874, And e
The passing of WO i\btl‘blzim _ made it clear how and in Whéft, parts of Britigy
Laws Local Extent Act \}d Ob ; ;hc Government weie (o operate. Ihe 'L“WS Loca
India different laws Eo 1? ws which were in force in India generally, CACCplin
Evtont Act XV specified tlfti -f{;ezi as ‘Scheduled Districts’. Tl‘le Sclhed_u!ed Districts
certain backward tracts, iei;:ll]e Government to declare by notification in the Gazeq,
Act, XIV of 1874. amh?lﬁe sﬁch districts, and to extend to theln. 7 ey
what laws were in force il:ht seem desirable to bring into operation.
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foree elsewhere which m
Direct administration

The next stage of administrative growth can bfa noticed inntnhe AsiazﬁcigzﬁziiTuf
ilation (Regulation 2), 1880. The Act provided for the removal o tain frontir
ReEUIﬁ‘tl‘igR;gi;l;abited or frequented by ‘barbarous or semi-cmhz‘edrtnbal from
g?;,:;;igj of ena::tments in force thereig. As aresult, the first F (;‘0{1&};3{ I rz:l:t Ealledf
Dibrugarh Frontier Tract came into being in November 1882, un e1 t e aut z;a 11221 :d
the Dgputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur. In the same year, the gowxnm@ : r , e
the need of a local official to function among the fronniar tribes. By thf: ad‘w\,e 0 3 LI'
Charles Elliot, a separate office of Assistant Political Officer was established at Sagya
i 1882, and J F. Needham, a British official, originally belonging to the Bengal police, .
was appointed as the first political officer, to regulate the political re‘latm_n of the
British with the Adis, Mishmi and the Singpho-Khampti tribes of the frontier tract.
Till 1882, as we know, the conduct of relations with the frontier tribes was lefl with
Kotolis, on whom the British officials in general put little reliance and to whom tfléy
used 10 pay scanty attention, But now onwards, the British officials started touring
various parts of the frontier area and prepared notes and reports, which were given
due weightage by the British Government,
Need!

am was succeeded by Noel Wil
indefatigab

liamson, in 1906, who acted with
~ e eavic Cheigy, courage and enthusjagm n putting the frontier service on a soum?
basis, till his murder in Aboy hiljs n 1911, Williamsen toured various parts of the Adi
apd' Mishmi hills and tried 1o eyl ¢ good and personal relations with the peaple of

ike Wil!ielmson, th
Eastern Bengal and Assam, Sir
the ideas of Williamson w
adopling a polic
lracts, which, h

¢ Lieutenant Governor of the new province "
: ancelot Hare was alsg 4 practical man and SLL[)pul‘lCd‘
1 with regard 1 (he {rontjer policy. He had his own idt‘“.ol
Y of direct apg immediate British administration of these frontier
Govemmemagmd e -d'(‘)'wn by the Government of India. ']‘UOL.I-g.h lh,C
n 17 1e British territory should e protected at any cost, it fol =
- $ 10 be gept beyond the lnner Lipe.

Scarly as the hagt ... | l
Movemeny acr{)::llti]e(-bz:zil(lﬁ:)l}gpzflitiljl e “oPy, Le. in 1908-11, the Chine®

ary, ne

ly in the Aka Hilis, the Abor Hills and the
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{ Hills became matter of concern which forced the

fishm i o government (g nr .
Mi yol State for India, o secure, as soon ag possible O propose to

ecretal - , C, asound strateg|
hed jndia and Tibet. At that time, the local governmen D LB boundary

setwee e e (e Feiad i fo roposed that in funyre (fa:
({m‘iiﬂﬂ policy towards the frontier tribes should be one of loose p OUlicq; o tF Utlulc their
Bt e alcontro

i interference and at the same time the gov

: crnment gf
i : s Ny . should
yd protestion of tribes from unprovoked aggression from outside, s

I‘I""‘"“Nd from violating either t}xc administrative border or the Chinese territc

sarule, the Government of India accepted the fecommendations of 1’ ntory. Though,
i the real sense of the term it did not permit the extension of the ‘admj ¢ 058! government
beyond the existing line. The Government of Tndia also sanctioned Va:}lsn e bqqndary
tour the Mishmis, Miri, Adiand Nyishi Hills to know nyore ablmt the 1:2;18 o ons o
for effective administrative control. It also addressed a dispatch t;‘th ansd’th-c people
State for India, on the frontier issue, recommending the lines <.)f actio AL
Governor of East Bengal and Assam, C A. Bell, and the General S;I;fm?(;\s:]d A
Secretary of State, however, did not take any interest for pushing the Br(i)fi sh tn?l"Thc
mtothe hi‘lis.. The Government of Tndia protested as they contemplated the ideasto :: rl.t Ofy
loase political control over the tribes, which could not be done beyond the Innelefll;:
T ety of St e e ot o e

subsequently brought under direct administration.

.Thc direct administration of this area, however, remained on paper and
practically no arrangement was made for proper and direct administration. The political
oﬁ’lc'er‘, 1’esponsibie for direct administration, who continued to be under the local
administration, was instructed to exercise ‘loose political control’ over the tribes. It
seems that the Government of India was influenced by the ‘buffer’ concept of Sir

Henry McMalon and his advice, not to offend the Tibetan vested interests in the tribal
tracts south to the McMahon Line,

, having
assure the secyr
0 that they would be

- 2.2 Division of frontier in three tracts

In 1912, the administrative divisions were recognized in Assam and a new system of
administration on the frontier was introduced. Two new charges, afterwards known
as the Sadiya and Balipara frontier tracts, were created and placed under the control
of palitical officers. These charges consisted partly of the settled plains of the Lakhimpur
and Darrang districts, in which the administration was practically the same as that
existing in those districts, and partly of areas beyond the Inner Line inhabited by the
border tribes, over whom only loose political control was exercised. The Sadiya Frontier
tract extended in the Northeast to the confines of Tibet and touched Burma on the
south-east and south, whereas Balipara tract included the important trade route from
Udalguri into Tibet, which is the shortest way from India to Lhasa, As a result of this
territorial reorganization, the relations between the hillmen and the people inhabiting
the plains were considered to have greatly improved.

The Naga Hills, the Lushai Hills, the Garo Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills,
and the North Cachar and Mikir Hills formed five ordinary hill districts of the state, of
which the northeastern border areas of Assam were put directly under the Governiment
of India to be administered by the Governor of Assam. This north castern frontier
land, known as the North Eastern Frontier Ageucy or NEFA in an abbreviated form,
came 1o be divided into six zones: the Kameng Frontier Agency, Subansiri Frontier
Agency, Siang Frontier Agency, Lohit Frontier Agency, Tirap Frontier Agency and
Tuensang Frontier Agency.
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ency included the Akas, the Sulmmiri'/\ﬂc.”fiy lhi i"‘l‘/i"hil"i and
il Mitis. the Siang Agency the Adis, the Lohit Agency ‘h“"M:Slf’:l’)“’fr\’;’zgf;?I'f‘r’i’f"l'5= the
Twap Agency the Singphos, and the Tuensang Agency some _)  ~ o (l.ll.'
101112, was @ turning point in the administrative
ar, Major General Bower, who was inchargs

The Kameng Ag

The Anglo-Abor War of |
| -of Arunachal Pradesh. After the w
:;f:l:?ﬂ‘:nix‘\\w:n\:j:;wl:\:-1]2;]:‘cdilion, in his letter Qn 16 .'I:mum’y, 1912, recommended that
the frontier should be divided into (hree sechions ViZ.:
(1) The Central section would comprise a!l _the Abors a.nd extend westward
10 the castern watershed of the Subansiri but cxc1951vc of that watershad
ander (wo political officers. It has to be kept in mm’d that th.e Abors have
always been the most troublesome tribe on this frontier, and past
c.\'peficnce has proved the impossibility of exercising effective control
over them from a post in the plains.
(i) The Eastern section would include all the Mishmis and Khamptis, and
should be in charge of an assistant political officer with headquarters at

Sadiya.

(i) The Western section would include the eastern watershed of the Subansir!
and extend westward to the borders of Bhutan. This section should be
under the control of an assistant political officer with headquarters at
come convenient centre to be selected later.

His proposal was accepted by the higher authorities with certain modifications.

he Government of India, Foreign and Political Department Notification of 1914,

promulgated that the Assam Frontier Tracts Regulation would extend to the hills

nhabited or frequented by the Adis, Miris, Mishmis, Singphos, Nagas, Khampts,

Bhutias, Akas and Nyishis, and these hill areas were separated from the then Darrang
and Lalhimpur districts of Assam.

Later it was decided that both geographically and ethnically the main channe!
of the Subansiri was a better dividing line between the Central anc(i Westem Sections
than the Subgmsiri—Siyom divide. But, in spite of this decision, some confusion seems
'\:.» lmc rc‘mzu.neq cven afterwards regarding the boundary between the Central and
vestern sections, since as late as 1921 the Indian General Stafl referred to the
Subans‘m—Slyom divide as the boundary, While supporting the proposals of Bower, the
ng al Government recommended that the political officer on this frontier should work
fi;n:clllijyg){adcr the (fhic(" Comrmissioner of Assam; it should be im\l\'is;\iwlc l.h:\t they
.:_ij:_l,:in-,,’_g;u;(:,)[:)?lljlfél/f:?/lc-r b?' the l).cp%ny Commissioner, Lakhimpur, or by the

ssam Valley Districts.

In July 1912, the Chief Commissioner of Assam

drea east of the Subansiri-Siyom divide should t
) 7 - - 1]
should have the status of

proposed that the entire tribal
e ‘ ho ¢ the chatge of Dundas, who
Chief Commissioner. l"Jm1‘(1111jL\lx):\‘a)l/(iL;‘}:“uT]‘M«m“f‘r und work imuediately under the
Lohit Valley; the second t"”'.lhc Beb ‘“__‘lf““’ K)Uf ﬂs‘fb;l:mts l(‘.) begin with: one for the
Abor hills; and the fourth for 'mis(-‘ L,Jl)d ll)nd‘ ¢ h“llk;l-llil Mishmis; the third for the
adimmnisuation of the plains Dx‘l:);\l' lAl 1)“[‘23 thc- Political Oflicer at the beadquarters in the
within moderate limits and that | 1‘L -"'Ou"“& I o believed that these proposals wete
assistance, For the areq e A )t‘u'n; 10113 t.hc ;_wlnical officer would require further

Vestofthe Subansiri-Siyom divide, the Chief Commissioner

L ““l\.“]_d . !l I I & INCQ l(l\‘ Oll ) 1 h ) th" ”
fecon A8 11 ( up “)(] \ N Vll
( ( ] : | iV l) l tl\.(ll (S “l\.k WIX W Oul(l WOl L \
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11 September 1014, the sonthern boundaries of the Fastern, Central and Western
& Jaatly £ o o s .
were notified 1o separate them clearly fiom the adjoining plains districts of
.u\\-[iﬂ”-g

and Lakhimpur. In 1019, the Lastern and Central sections were officially renamed

|‘.””»‘ . R > 3 ) f 1 aaq 1 ’
DA Jiva Frontier Trace, and the Western section as the Balipara Fronticr Tract,

~ Sa
o 1'hus, the North-Fast Frontier Tract came into existence, compased of the following
(hree sdministrative .nnns‘ % m.‘mlﬂlncndul hlyun'(f\'.fcr: (1) The Central and Gastern
cection: (i) the l.nkh]mpm'l'm.nhcr [ract; and (ii1) lhc‘\\/"cstcrn Section. The boundary
fthe Central and Eastern section tan alqng the then existing Dibrugarh Frontier Tract,
1”‘,;;.111'1\1: a little further 50\1t!1 of 1(.:md included lands inhabited entirely by the Miris
;ﬂ;mdmg five small villages inhabited by the Assamese people. The boundary of the
| akhimpur Frontier Tract was so defined as to leave it within the regular jurisdiction of
the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur. The boundary of the Western Section of the

North East Frontier Tract ran from the Subansiri River, which was the boundary between
the Central and Eastern and Western scctions,

To extend British authority over the three Fronticr Tracts, a political officer
was appointed in each of these. W C M. Dundas of Bengal Police was appointed as
political officer of the Central and Eastern Section, and G A. Neville of Bengal Police
was appointed as the political officer of the Western Section, while the Lakhimpur
Frontier Section was left in the charge of the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur.
With the appointment of three political officers in these tracts, loose political control
was gradually established over these areas. The political officers yielded 2 lot of
nfluence regarding the administrative problems of the hill tracts. They had the powers
to expel anybody from their respective jurisdiction, if the presence of such a person
was prejudicial for the security and peace of the area. These political officers were
assisted in their work by the political Jamadars, Harkars and Kotokis. The political $
officers were to hold an ‘ Annual Durbar’ where they would present Posa to the tribes,
listen to their grievances and explain to them the policy of the government.

The policy of non-interference introduced by the British in the 19th century
lasted till 1911, But thereafter British tribal policy on this frontier underwent a
fundamental change to cope with the Chinese threat from the north. The old policy
was replaced by a policy of loose political control, and a very timely opportunity to
mtroduce the new policy was provided by the murder of Williamson.

/3 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1919

With the passing of the Government of India Act of 1919, there were some changes
in the nomenclature of the sections of the North-East Frontier Tract. The Act of 1919
authorized the Governor General in Council under Section 52(A) of the Act to declare
any territory in British India to be a ‘Backward Arca.” Accordingly, mn 1921, all the
tribal arcas in Assam were declared as backward areas. This was followed by an
Instrument of Instructions to the Governors of these provinces which laid down that
he was responsible for carrying out measures for the social welfare of the tribal areas
under his exclusive charge. In actual practice, this Instrument of lastructions implied
that the rules framed by the Government of India as well as by the Government of
Assam were not applicable (o the tribal areas. Thus, while in theory the No_rt‘h-E_ust
Frontier Tract was a part of the Province of Assam, it was denied actual participation
in the political process.
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e section as the Balipara Frontier Tract. However, ther,
Frontier Tract, and the \\’C,\l.(‘lllbl,\..ll(l :ontier Tract.
""‘h””]?m '_ 1'01.\1! ,?}crl or excluded in the so-called Nori}.
e Act 1919, the North-Fast Frontjer
but the Government of

B This position cantinued upy,
‘as no change i the name o
was no change i thea

1937, during which certain areas were ¢ i
Fast Frontier Tract, By the Government o Indi S s
ade a part of the province oF ASSal,

Tract was politically m ['the area. In the real sense, (e

‘ad di deination in the administration o) ‘ ‘
Assam dented divect participation mﬂ]tl’l( e ASSAh Frontier Tracts Regulation of
tracts continued to be governed according to the A
R0 and 188« 31 March, 1937.
J 880 and 1884 up to 31 March, o ; cad fir snd wide
Moreover, after the First World War, a spirit of humarism ﬂpf}“(' iar ;"f’ Wide
s e ) . : - 25t against exploitation,
i the world, Peaple began to talk of human rights and protest ﬂ;c 1 [ mj 1 ;;* t;
1 \‘ ¥ ' . - ‘.‘ Yy " " . lrl araa ) ]f:
int * Mandate’ was developed for protecting { (,‘ eres
The concept of "“Mand: fthe League of Nations. As a part of
underdeveloped peoples under the supervision ol the Leag atught the attontio.
this worldwide change of outlook, the protection of tribal rights nlo'w cjmp g L J ;};»
Y WUl iy - dlls d - . T ' 1 - Mi anc '
1 ‘ ropic a. British administrators lise J. ‘
of the philanthropic people. In India, o by tie exploitation of the
Hutton who served in the hills in the northeast were Stll‘lbt( by ADOHALIOR et
simple tribal people by adventurers and businessmen which, 1f- not actively pmrum/.‘c.u,
e ‘ ; ; Essays appeared in the journsls to enlist
was at least tolerated by the govemment. Essays app ' iy
& 5 - a o 2 (5 “ & --_\~t
papular suppart for stopping such practices towards the tribal people. elgoécrxl{mn
now adopted a more or less benevolent attitude towards the tribal people. ut in an
e . . . ‘tically ConsCious sections
atmosphere of political tension between the rulers and the pohhc‘a Ly CONSCIOUS SECtions
of the Indian nation, the government solicitude for tribal welfare was utilized more
for segregation of the tribal folk from the rest of the Indian community than for actual
amelioration of their condition.

This policy of segregation was given shape for the first time in the Reform of
1919 although its beginnings may be traced back to the late 19th century. It has already
been observed that the Scheduled Districts Act was passed in 1874 to provide for the
adwinistration of the tribal areas in a rough and ready manner and the lnner Line
Regulation of 1873 began (o be applied to segregate tribal areas of the North-East
Frontier from 1875 onwards. When Edwin Montagu, in concert with Lord Chelmstord,
under the direction of the House of Commons, prepared their report on constitutional
reforms in Indja, they recomumended measures (o be taken for reconstruction of the
Indian Government, but the triba] issue was not given any new complexion. While
Jv‘:u;:»‘mmcnding the increasing association of Indians in every branch of
Wiegia ioEdomat piiere it Cnmu: :\’a an m.t‘ugml partof'the b["llllStl bxlnpu‘el‘
o age the tribal people to participate in thetr
8850 the Indian minister and legislators with the
al hills of the frontiers,

| The Mont-Ford scheme, w
P‘m‘mga) Governmeny between eleced Indi
Councilors, Proposed 1o keep the
lery ory, on groundy that in these
politicy) stitutions

appendices (g e
Celain
lrae

admunistratior

/M administration O 10 associate
aninunistiation of he b

hich involved the division of functions
an Ministers apg ay
bal areas Sep

of the
pointed Executive
‘ arate from the tegularly administered
there was 1o material on which to found
ol Scheduled Districrs Act l]\;;;l‘;wlf lllf‘%)l%m'\ul in lh)\‘ schedules and
dddm()lm§|!Hllld bcmmw\ii ; » With &'L‘llillllC,-\\\“l)[mng

should be leration’

ddiministe

, arcas
It wag held (hay i

and pg)\‘\'ibl}’
ation”. But the typically backward
Junisdiction of the
ad of (he Provinge,

o1 further copsi,
excluded (rop, the juri
red by tie e

s (frontje 5)
BOYENUNENns an, g o
8 1€nls ang retormed provineial

I these areas, theretore,
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inue, and the tribes were to be kept apart - ostensibly for their

s to cont
stem W e
he old Sffdl'c _fromthe people of the plains.
A WE ¢ ’ )
¥ | of the Government of India to the recommendations of the Joint

The reaction 0% : s
a5 embodied 10 the Ninth Dispatch on the Constitutional Reforms, The

ch‘tjf_‘“::ém of Tndia was anxious (o limit exclusion as much as possible both in its
| (i\'tcnt and in its degrec. With this end in view, it estimated the degree olf'
ness of cach of the tracts and recommended varying degrees ofcxclt: sion to
estimates. The recommendation that the backward tracts should be
irectly Zdministered bY the Governors was not finally carried out, except in the Shan
T« of Burma. For Assam, the reserved half of the government was given full

administer the tracts as per enactments under the (iovcmmcnut of Tndia

anform 10 such

tates
19.

i

act, 19
with the passing of the Government of India Act of 1919, there were some

Jpanges in the somenclature of the sections of the North-East Fronticr Tracts. The

Government of India Act, 1915, as amended by the Government of India Act, 1919
carried into effect the recommendations of the Mont-Ford Report. The Act of 1919

authorized the Govemor General in Council under Section 52(A) to declare any territory
in British India to be a ‘Backward Tract’ and may, by notification, with such sanction,
that this Act shall apply to that territory subject to such exceptions and

direct
tions as may be prescribed in the modifications. When the Reforms were

maodificat
roduced in Assam in 1920, the frontier affairs were placed under the reserved half

1ent and the elected half of the government did not have any jurisdiction

of the governm
over them. Accordingly, in 1921, all the tribal areas in Assam were declared as
“ackward areas. This was followed by an Instrument of Instructions to the Governors

of these provinces which lay down that he was responsible for carrying out measures
for the social welfare of the tribal areas under his exclusive charge. In actual practice,
this Tnstrument of Instructions implied that the rules framed by the Government of
Indiz a5 well as by the Government of Assam were not applicable to the tribal areas.
Thus, while in theory the North-Eastern Frontier Tract was a part of the province of

Assam, it was denied actual participation in the political process.

74 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1935

ed a policy of bringing the frontier territory under
of the political officers showed the popularity of
fthe coming of the Statutory Commussion,
he frontiers and adjacent tribal hills, like the Lushai and Naga
n that the British would withdraw some day from India
ate a scparate tribal beltalong the North-EFast Frontier
wdian territory.

Meanwhile the government has pursu
its political influence. The tour reports
the government in the tribal hills. By the time 0
the officers serving in't
hills, had arrived at the conclusio
and Burma, but if they could cre
they might continue 10 possess @ foothold on It

In view of this trend of opinion in official circles, the Simon Commission, which
ted to report on further progre a, did not
orpora

ss on constitutional reforms in Indi
tion of the hill tracts of the Not th-Fast
rovince of Assam. It contains that the
i extent, that nowhere i ndiais

was appoin
find it possible to recommend the inc
Frontier for administrative purposes in the P
Backward Tracts of Assam arc of great importance al
the contrast between the life and outlook of these hillmen and the total distinct civilization l_
of the plains manifest more. The Comunission recommended that the British Parliament

should avow its special obligation for the tribal folk, educate them to stand on their own
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ction against exploitation, and plchw‘:jxﬂl ”;C:; iil(;l:tz;lils Plcjm.ls. The
appointed in 1928 made another l~bf"01 s tl’: ) g?ldmg the
4reas o the hill areas unde ml"a setiement. It suggegye,
‘ ed us ‘excluded’ and panm‘ll'y excluded” areq j,

o ive stage of development in the stage ofliteracy and politic
! m‘\pu’l‘l_v% : .:l'?;mlc tribal arca, excluded from the regular zzdn'»inistf:rcd
:;}l:‘d;l\;cmol"GC“cml in Council should use the agency oy,

feet, give them prote
Simon Cominission
administration of the tribal .
(hat the tribal areas should be designat
consonance witl
consciousness. Foradmin
districts of the province,
Governor.

i s f ! qreas ¢ y X I
The Commission expected that for developing the tribalareas and for edicatin,

le. huge money would be required. The money ‘WOUM ﬂf._*l be forthcomiy, g
' of 2 poor state like Assaim. Further, the Commssion zlpprchgndcd
that the representatives of the provincial lcgis'la ture woplc‘l nc;t volfe fci'l ﬂletﬂ‘PP.f OFT!?UD.H
of money for development purposes in the hill tracts since that YNOU 1o Unm'c:dlz_vt"c.y
benetit the constituencies of the members wl}c? would vote. Though 1n Fljelplc\‘axl%ng
atmosphere of distrust and animosity, the BI’ItISl? statesmen and adnnm:tz. ators alike
wanted to sympathize with the tribal folk and ghenate Ehe.m from the Indian people,
the tribal people were a part of the myriad Indian popuiation.

But in spite of the recommendations of the Simon Commission, the Britisl? Prime
Minister disavowed any intention of the British Parliament to control any territory of
British India. The hopes of the British officers in the tribal areas were thus destroyed,
The Government of India now asked for reconsideration of the issue of Frontier
administration by the Government of Assam since the previous scheme of retention
of tribal territory under the British Parliament could not be worked upon after
declaration of the British Prime Minister, The Governmerit of Assam, nevertheless,
proposed the perpetuation of the separation of the tribal tracts of the frontiers from the
regularly administered areas in the province of Assam. It wrote, ‘Its (tribal fracts)
progressive absorption into the province of Assam in the past was forced upon the
government by the unavoidable necessity of securing from the marauding and
revengeful raids of its denizens, the safety of the plain districts for which the government
had made itself responsible. .. what was needed for the future is a policy of development

and gm’ﬁcation on lines suited to the genius of the hill people, an object in itself of
formidable magnitude.’

the tribal peop
from the revenue ot a p

The formulation of such a policy could no longer be divorced from political
f;mlmﬁ The Government of Assam pointed out that there had already developed in
Saponeine ,it o ange in policy vynth regarq to the frontiers might provoke
for the Hill rbes ‘the essamn o e L deVeloping a scheme of administiation
excluded areas would bc. thcn’t 0 t{]b System in the administration of the definitely
officers’. In course of tiipe itpu fonfll*ru]e Ofth§ Gp‘vemor exercised through selected
i » 1 Suggested that an indigenous staff of officers of all ranks

ed for the hill districts and frontiers o
‘ The Government of India i
consideration Simop Commission
the provineia] governments cop

A as the points of view 0
92 (hat his Majcsty by an . ‘u'um‘d with triba) areas, provided in sections 91 and
hxc.l“dcd Areas’ or *Partia] o Gou declare some territory in India 43
PrOVIGe (0 administer (1 and empower the Governor of @
of the Governor-General. As such,

neil mighy
ly Excluded Areas’

atarca under the authority
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ent of Assam was vested with wide discretion ang authority in matterg of
(he O"'Gn:{;, in these areas. The Governor was given discretion to ext
s aetrall

: ’ end Acts or narts
I by any provincial legislature or the federal legislatur ;
£1a8s ’

¢ to the excludeg
pereo! ﬁich otherwise would not apply there. Moreover, the Governor was given the
areas W

o prepare and approve dra ﬁs. of Regula'ﬁons for the peace and 2ood government
ower cluded areas with the previous sanction of the Govemor-Gencral in Coungil
of the ;?‘0 fthe Federal and Provincial Legislatures would be applicab| .
N chut the prior sanction of the Governor of Assam. Howey
\?j‘z;‘opm ent took place when J.P. Mills was appointed as the Secre
:](,L:hc Government of Assam. AF001'dh1g to.thc Constitution Act of 193 Sitwas decided
without any difficulty that Bahpaya Frontier Tract should be an “Excluded Area’. ]t
accordingly was entered as such in the Government of India (Excluded and Partially
Fxcluded Areas) Order, 1936, and came under the direct administration of the Governor
from 1 April, 1937.

In 1938, the formation of a ‘Control Area’ to the north of Pasighat was sanctioned
by the Government of India. The pu

22 rpose of this was to take measures for the abolition
of slavery in unadministered areas ({his Control Area was subsequently extended in
1941). In the same year, Godfrey,

the political officer, reported about the annual
incursion by Tibetan officials into the

ibet. Memba and Abor villages south of the McMahon
Line and realization of taxes from the tribesmen who were claimed to be Tibetan

subjects. As a result, Mr, Godfrey, the political officer of Sadiya, along with Mr.
Williams, the Assistant Political Officer at Pasighat, with an escort of 45 Assam Rifleg

he McMahon Line in February — March 1939,

ition as regards Tibetan infiltration south of the
s expedition that Tibetan influence extended some
ine and that the villages of Shimong and Karko had
g tribute to Tibet, Accordingly, recommendations were made to
ablishment of outposts at Karko and Riga in March 1941, In 1940, Godfrey
made an extensive tour up the Siyom Valley throu gh the unadministcred Galong country
for setting a serious land dispute between the Minyong and Galong Abors, Aboundary
Was fixed and peace assured. The Government of India extended the control area of
the political officer, Sadiya Frontier Tract, up to the McMahon Line in the Siang
Valley on May 20, 1941, in order to check the Tibetan influence. They also agreed

that if these incursions from the north of the McMahon Line did not cease it might be

necessary at some further date to establish one or more additional outposts further up
the valley.

€ to these areas
er, in 1937, a new
tary for Tribal A fTairs

with a view to ascertaining the pos
McMahon Line, 1t revealed from thi
70 miles south of the McM ahon L

recently been payin
the est

Also, the Government of India sanctioned the extension of the control area of
the political officer, Sadiya Frontier Tract, upto the McMahon Line in the Signg
valley, in the year 1941, May. In 1943, a new administrative tract, called the Tirap
Frontier Tract was created by taking certain portions of Lakhimpur Frontier Tract
and Sadiya Frontier Tract. The new administrative division was placed under a
separate political officer with its headquarters at Margherita. In 1943, N K.‘R_ustm.mx
was appointed as an Advisor to the Governor of Assam to_look after the gdn}m\s.tru-t.um
of the North-East Frontier Tracts including the Naga Hills, tb’c Lushai Hill distr }cts.
and the North Hill Subdivision of the Cachar district. The appointment of the Advisor

is said to have set the pattern for the administration of the North-East Frontier
Agency area later on.
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5 REGULATION ACT OF 1945 .

The year 1945 saw an important administrat‘ivc dcvel‘op-m.cjnf in thg N f)','thfﬁ““'[ Fromic,,

he yeal o " known as Assam Frontier (Ad|111111§tld129:1 o.f Justice ) chl”ario“
o Albyglllfl?igznf of 1945) was introduced and its main Ob_](?Ctlve. Was to ensype mag
é%iit(xligi:ixiy of disputes, both civil anq cmnimtt'l,~ w_e\re d:ilddulllljlt H?C()lljf;ﬁilce With
I vailing traditional codes of the tribal. l_t was IC‘bOgﬂ- .TL.F @ n,O( oM larys
o pf? i 1'?\\']1ere in the country were unsuitable for the tribal arcas, [hus, the Act
?f?;—:: :'ei;;m'zed the authority of the ag‘e‘-old _vi%lageﬂ coglr'#f:ilshailcll also ‘thc (?u}h. Or.ity
of the village headmen. The village authof'xtles wef e also given the duty of Maintaining
peace and law and order in their respective areas.

In 1946, the administrative divisions of the Frontier Tre?ot were di\fided to make
their working more viable and efficient. As a result, the lBa'l‘xpara. Frontier Tfact was
divided into the Sela Sub-Agency and the Subausgl Area. Sumilarly, in J ul}'f, 1 91.15, Sadg-a
Frontier Tract was divided info two separate umt.s,'namely, the Abor H ill District and
the Mishmi Hill District, each with its own political officers at_P'amghat agd Tezu
respectively, However, the Sela Sub-Agepcy and the S‘ubansm area, with their
headquarters at Chardwar and North Lakhimpur, respectively, remained under the
Jurisdiction of the political officer at Balipara.

When India became independent in 1947, the North-East Frontier T ract consisted
of Balipara Frontier Tract, Sadiya Frontier Tract, Tirap Frontier Tract and the Naga
Tribal Area, which lay beyond the regular administrative jurisdiction of the Assam
Goverumnent. Immediately after the trapsfer of power, the Governor of Assam was divested
ofhis discretionary powers with respect to the North-East Frontier Tract. The Constituent
Assewbly of India appointed a Sub-Committee headed by Gopinath Bardoloi to
recommend the future pattern of administration of the hill areas of Assam and the Frontier
Tracts. The Committee provided for the Mmanagement of tribal and intra-tribal matters
by the peaple themselves, but general administration, law and order were kept under the
Government of Assam, It Was also recommended that the tribes of the frontier should
continue to be kept under their respective political officers, until they (tribal) were
deVEIOPCd enough to control their owy affairs. As per the recommendations of the Bardoloi
Committee, the adininistration Was to be carried out by the Assam Government.

ACTIVITY

Interview a persop g ' ' ‘ l
o rkw dlpersron from Northeast India and report his or her viewpoint

cern th-East Froy .
o ing ¢ 1e I\.m’th-East Frontier Tract. How does the person relate to it? Is
there an identity crisis?

F\\-

Dip You Know

!{acial affiliation of 3 radesh
mdo-mongoloid,l i adesh has b

as, prot een described as mongoloid,
. i ) 1o Oinollf) «
and 100 Sub-riba) ) goloid

- o and so on, There are 25 major tribes
el , ?ﬁe;\;]f;g/\%“ﬁ\l °0 main dialects, Principle wribes of the
w1k, Digary Mishiij, 14, ‘1\/1'~l},1 .lshmg’/\*?mam, Tagin, Sherdukpen, Hill

03t of these tribeg al-e ethn'-l\.b lnm,‘ K‘]‘ﬁmn, Nocte, Tangsa and Wancho.
“Ommon gpqc) But dye ically smula.r, having derived from an original
7 Be0graphica] isolation certain distinctive
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Charac.teristics in each tribe in language, dress ang customs can be noticed
The MODpas and S.ha.rdulqacm fc?llow Buddhism. The second 8r0up ofpecp| :
are Adis, Akas, thmg,Apatanxs, Mishmis, Tangsas worship sun andpr .
s their God, Donyi-Polo. The Noctes practice elementary forITrliozr}
Vaishnavism.

The people of Arunachal Pradesh are rapidly ch
politically and economically and they are o long
ago. The physiological integration is the greates
of the Government’s policy cultivated in t;

development that could take place during the planned erq should be
considered as joint efforts of the Governments, people, elected r0pr;:sentatives

and dedicated officials. A holistic approach, with the active participation of
the people, will make this state a paradise.

anging socially, culturally,
er what they were 50 years
tachievement to the credit
S tegion. The amount of

6 SUMMARY

1 this unit, you have learnt that:

o There was not much political development in the state of Arunachal Pradesh
due to different reasons. The British wanted to leave this area undisturbed and
did not implement any effective system of administration. Their interest in this
area, as we have scen on many occasions, was aroused whenever they became
suspicious of the Chinese designs; therefore, their prime concern was to keep
this arca as a ‘buffer zone' between China and the Indian Empire.

>

* The British wanted to protect the colonial interest especially in tea and for this
purpose they gave official recognition to the Posa system as a means of recognition
of the rights of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh in the foothills of Assam. The
tribal, on the other hand, were never willing to give up their traditional ways of
living and did not want to sacrifice their independence and freedom under the
British yoke. Therefore, they never seriously accepted any innovation introduced
by the British and refused to be a party to the modem administration.

e The first and foremost pelicy of the British was to contain the frontier tribes by
continuing with Ahom period’s provisions with certain changes in the right to
collect ‘Posa’. Cash payment, instead of kind, was started.

e The British governument established a few markets and organized fairs in the
foothill areas, such as Sadiya, Udalguri, and Doimara, However, the main motive
behind these trade fairs was the promotion and popularization of European
goods. Though the British wanted to open stores to provide the necessities to
the tribal, this was not successful,

e Things were further complicated due to the inhospitable geographical factors
that discouraged the outsiders from going into the hill areas. Whatever changes
were introduced by the British remained confined to a few tribes on the border
of the state and the general populace remained unaffected by the administrative .
measures adopted in this area prior to 1947.

e J.N C'houd]u'yin his book Arunachal Panorama (Directorate of Re§carch,
Government of Arunachal Pradesh, 1996) especially in the chapter “Epilogue:
The March of Time' has elaborated upon the details of administrative developments
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hal Pradesh. p. N. Luthra’s book The Cy, Sttugi,
21(,./1‘;';1 NETA another government publication i 3 fll g
, i : i A
Wi L dministrative developments in the arcag of

in the areas of /\Tm
Admim‘.vn'ufm? .(m) "
gather information on

«

o ive structure started by the British for () Nortp.r,

“the administrat arted | | )
the '1 vas retained even after independence. However, th, X prw?
N ‘\.'\.“‘ Wwas ] . © o i ‘ | :
iy “I‘ administration underwent radical change and the Nep o
and nature ol ¢ ;

e M\lCh ol

Hl\//in

Y,

=

Lt in this regard.
solicy is significant in t 4 | . S
! : b Man ne into existence, composed of the ol

¢t East Frrontier Tract et S ol

The Nvorth- B¢ (ive units, as recommended by Bower: (i) The Centry .,
ce administrative W © sottar Tract and (i) The Wacp. o 3
rII:m,L dtq o i) the Lakhimpur Frontiet I'ract; and (i11) The Wester, Sectie,
Tasten Section, - o . - “HH,
10 1912, the administrative divisions were recognized in Assam and g g,
¢ ' ) 3 291 aa t o o s

" tem of administeation on the frontier was introduced. Two ney, charg
JVSLC d . ) ‘ b v e >
s)ﬂs L“ s known as the Sadiya and Balipara frontier tracts, were cresraq and
aflerwar . mnd : G
placed under the control of political officers.

e The year 1945 saw an important administrative development in the Nonp, g,
Frontier Tracts. A Regulation, kno.wn as Assam Fxogtxer (Adxxz:xnstrgtzon of
Justice) Regulation, 1945 (Regulatlor} I ‘Of 194_5) was mtrodguc'c_« and its maj,

objective was to ensure that a vast majority of dlspute'a., both civil and crimig: L

were decided in accordance with the prevailing traditional codes of the trins

7 KEY TERMS

» Administration: Management of a large government or institution

¢ Regulation: A rule or directive made and maintained by an authority
¢ Scheduled: Included in oy planned according to a schedule

¢ Tract: Anarea of indefinite extent, typically a large one

8 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS'

1. The main moti ‘ . i
otive behind trade fairs v th : oo o
Irs was the promotion a opularization of

European googs, promotion and popularize

- Dibrugarh Fropgier Tract
- (1) The Centrg) and E;

The Western Section,
4. North

1sler ion: (1 . . L. as
stern Section; (i) the Lakhimpur Frontier Tract; and (i)

Eastern Frontier Agency
3. False -

0. True

7. Ninth p;
ISpatch o (e C .

; ONSUIUt ORA] B b,

g Mont-Foq Repor ttional Reformg

G a3
9. Excludeq Arey’
10, 1)

e pyy {
N Purpose of 4 Conrol o
Slavery | 1 .l

very in Unadyy i i

=0k was 1o
Stere( aleas. |

" ol
ake measures for the abolitwt®
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|1, Tirep Frontier Tract |

o separate units of the Sadlya Frontier Tarct were: Abor Hill District and

 ishmi Hill District, each with its own political officers at Pasighat and Tezu
respe,CﬁVCly.

13, When [ndia became independenF in 1947, the North East Frontier Tract consisted
of Balipara Frontier Tract, Sadiya Frontier Tract, Tirap Frontier Tract and‘ the

Naga Tribal Area, which lay beyond the regular administrative jurisdiction of
the Assam Government.

14, The Constituent Asscmbly of India appointed a Sub-Committee headed by
Gopinath Bardoloi to recommend the future pattern of administration of the
hill areas of Assam and the Frontier Tracts.

9 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

{. What led to the destruction of the tribal cottage industry and crafts?
. Who were the ‘kotokis™?

O]

. Tn 1912 how were the administrative divisions recognized in Assam?

. What did the ‘Instrument of Instruction” imply?

L

. What was the Simon Commission’s recommendation regarding the administration
of tribal areas?

6. What were the six zones into which NEFA was divided?
7. The year 1945 saw animportant administrative development in the North-East
Frontier Tract. What was it?

Long-Answer Questions

1. Discuss the demarcation of NEFT.

2. Write a short note on Hopkinson’s proposals.

3. How were administrative divisions recognized in Assam?
4. Write a short note on Government of India Act 1919.

5 Discuss the Government of India Act 1935.

6. What were the provisions of the Regulations Act 19457

;10 FURTHER READING

Amrendra Kr Thakur, 2008, * Historical Studies of. Arunachal Pradesh: An Overview',
in R. Bezbaruah, P. Goswami and D. Banerjee (eds.), North-East India
Interpreting the Sources of its History. New Delhi: 1 C H R and Aryan Books.
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0 INTRODUCTION

As .discussed in. detail in carlier units, the development of modern administrative
institutions or the growth of the overall process of political evolution after the British
occupation of Assam and the gradual expansion of the colonial rule to this area were
very slow and could not impaet on society. In a nutshell, the British policy towards
the area was to keep people in isolation and detached from the mainstream of the
country, The Inner Line Regulation of 1873 is the best example of the British political
policy and sums up the entire colonial attitude in this regard. As has been rightly
pointed out by J. N. Chowdhury, ‘The British were solely guided by pragmatic
consideration of securing their own empire in the plains of Assam from periodic
incursions by unruly tribes who considered the borderland of Assam as their natural
preserve’ (Arunachal Panorama, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Directorate of
Rescarch, Itanagar, 1996). This British policy of separation and segregation was not
inspired by any idea of the welfare of the tribal people; rather it was followed to
protect the colonial, political and commercial interests. They did not try to evolve any
political system for the administration of this area as the geographical conditions of
the land rendered it economically unprofitable for them.

Briefly speaking, a formal pattern of political administration by the British in
Arunachal Pradesh began with the promulgation ofa notification in 1914 by the Foreign
and Political Department of the then Government of India. The notification provided
that the Assam Fronticr Tracts Regulation of 1880 would be extended to the hills
inhabited or frequented by Abors, Miris, Mishmis, Singphos, Bhutias, Khamptis,
Akas and Dallas. These hilly areas of the then North East Frontier of Bengal were
separated from Darang and Lakhimpur districts of Assam and were grouped into
separate units (ermed as ‘North East F rontier Tract’. The creation of this tract may be
considered as the beginning of the process of political evolution of the present state of
Arunachal Pradesh. The tract had three administrative units namely:
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\ Al n ). al N ‘
e Central and Eastern Sectiol

o Western Section
himpur Frontier Iract i
Je second units were placed under the admnw;lr;.[,'v,: o
‘ ' yadministere sdepi ity
" seer and the third unit was to be administered by the dq””/((’n“nm“
apolitical officer anc iva and Chardwar became the headquarter, ofther, :
ye - s

. VY ie e Sn( . ) , '
of Lakhimpur Distiet. 2 ively. In 1919, the firstand the third sectiog v, . o
S Qe Q-“-tion‘q! I.OFPC" nA . o sar [vnr A Tt y 7 . i "“[l ’
the monid,t‘n ntier Tract and Balipara [Frontier Tract, re spectively, ”“‘?”'r:u,..,..‘
ne an Qe i N > LS . X . 2 ) "d (WAFE B . ) ) _,‘.,,“
as thg b.ulh ;” 1037: somme areas were included and others were exclidea inand
- : S y 25N R » . 2 . .' " o ) ‘»v
mnl;ﬂ“‘l‘ 1‘:]1cl Frontier Tract Through the Government of India Act |93 ), the N
C h-Lastt ‘ ‘ . e ¢ . nr 4 ! A VG
‘é“ ‘\0“11 sntier Tract was classified as excluded area’ of the Proyvipee As
astermn I R “the Act of 1935
provision of Section 91(1) of the Act of 1935.

The area came under the direct administration of the (x()vc;-'nc,r Wwho woulg
sdminister the area through the political officer and the df:puty COMMIissioner of
i ?\h'x.muf In 1943, a new administrative unit named Trip Frontier Tract g oy

aximpur. ~y ; . P , o Qadivg Bons: o 0
taking certain areas from Lakhimpur Frontier [ract and thn. S?dx ya 'Pronucr Irat
i : . ‘0 pe sela Sub-Age. .
The Balipara Frontier Tract was divided into two parts, VIZA" t.zje 5‘?“‘ Sub-Agesey
s ’ 9% 7 - . N rQ =Y + YT M
and the Subansiri area in 1946. The Sadiya Frontier Tract was divided into v districrs
of Abor Hills and Mishmi Hills in 19438.

When India got freedom in 1947, attention of the Government of Indiz 4,
drawn towards this area and there was a search for a definite political policy. Wiy
followed was a period of experiments, debates and innovations that kept the evoluting
process rather slow. The story of the political development of this area is, therefore
story of an evolution of a common administrative system for a number of heterogeneous
wribes. This background of administrative growth during the British period clearly
indicates the desires of the administrators to-introduce certain elements of
administration in the area. However, the moves were never for the welfare of the
people; on the contrary, it was for the administratiop,

. After 1950, the administration of NEFA was influenced deeply by the policy
laid dOWfl by Jawaharlal Nehry and Verrier Elwin towards this tribal area, There bos

beenami 10m 1 P ) .
L seonception in the minds of many that both Nehru and Elwin were responsible

In decid iCy tow i ' .
mg the policy towards N EFA in the Indian Constitution. This is not truc atall
In fact, they were rather guj

Elwin pot assocjated witl ol ndi oty e Hpe
g 1 ; “Indi ‘ >3 o
A ndia only in the year 1953, when he

was appointed ag 4 y [ the C ' : rt | |
Services, In the smhf ’ﬂPef ;ﬂ the Commiee toselect members for the Indian Frontiet
NEFA. A iﬂl[)@l';urll {J:'vf, llc Was appointed honoragy Advisor for Tribal Aftiiss o
, : €lopime “the itical o ' ) adest
Was the introdycyjg, { the )1 bt of the political evolution of Arunachal Pradest
( 10f the | anchayati Rqj System in NEFA
In 20 Jany: e .

’ 2 iry, 197 : 100 Terr

ey Y, 2, the Uniog Ferritor
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the | anchiayat bogjes iy ntroductioy

2 Lnk

The first and tl

under the

. .
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ofadult franchise in the area and ol

e 1ade fully elective,
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e formation of Union Territory
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“GIRTH OF NEFA

,

————

e et i

cction, you will learn about the developments that led o the birth of NEFA
118 S i ’

1o t)
n

, 1 Bardaloi Committee

ranachal ]‘rndcsh in the year ‘1947 Was an area of small population comprising
;J,Ws gibes, which was devoid of any developed means of communication and
wihant the means ofmodem development. As mentioned above, the British considered
and kept the area not only as backward and underdeveloped but also a by (Ter zone
nenween the growing Chinese power and the British Empire of India. Thus, this are»
remained uninfluenced by any modermizing influence and traditional socio-political
administrative institutions continued.

The Constituent Assembly that met for the purpose of drafting the Constitution
of India was deeply influenced by the British legacy in so far as the administration of
the mibal arcas, was concerned. The Tribal Sub-Commiittee, popularly called the
Bardoloi Committee, influenced by the British legacy, discussed in detail the issue of

the tribal areas especially of North East India, It is interesting to note that the concepts

of ‘excluded” and ‘partially excluded areas’ that evolved during the debate on the

recommendations of the Simon Commission of 1928 were incorporated in the

Government of India Act 0f 1935, and the Governor (of Assam) was given additional

powers to make regulations for these areas.

Itis interesting to study the debate that ensued among the members of the
Bardoloi Committee over the administration of the tribal areas. Brajeswar Prasad
from Bihar opposed to handing over the administration of the tribal areas to the
provincial governors, As he pointed out, . . . Ts it politically advisable that the
administration of such a vast tract of land should be left in the hands of provincial
government, especially in a province (Assam) where there is no element of political
stability?”” The members of the committee coming from Assam were in favour of
integration of the tribal areas with the rest of India, and Rohini Kumar Choudhary
pownted out: ‘Do you want an assimilation of the tribal and non-tribal people or do you
want 10 keep them separate? If you want to keep them separate, they will join with
Tibet, they will join with Burma.” It was pointed out that the *hill people have not yet
been assimilated with the people of the plains of Assam and the future of these hills
new seem to lie in absorption; rather the evolution should come as far as possible,
from the tribe itself.’

On the other hand, some members of the committee expressed the opinion that
the provisions of *excluded” and ‘partially excluded arcas’ should be maintained, and
that ways and means should be evolved to bring the tribal into the mainstreain gradually.
Jaipal g&mgh presented two obvious solmi(\n‘s that h.c \"\dlc(ll ‘power solution’ J-nd
“Ynowledge solution”. Gopmath Bardoloi tricd to d‘lsguguuh between tespective
material and social progress of different cz\lvgnrics.()[ tribes. On the one hand, there
were the tribes of the plains which were mmpeu'a\lwcly mote advanced, and on the
other hand were the tribes of the North-Eastern ‘lnlls., generally on the northern lnfnl\a:
of river Brahmaputra, He proposed that these hill tribes should be brought under the
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g » nclministered as autos WS gy
“onstitution, (0 be administercd as AULOROMOUS groups 4

Sixth Schedule of the €
pointed out:

‘Tam convinced
was a very sound one. 1
are allowed 10 8

of the fact that the policy pursued by the British Govyey,
am not at all keen whether Bibaris, Bengalis, Oy, nd
' S

o into those (erritories. It i; a mgtter which concern !
a5 o whole. [Lis an ared whi‘c]? is of mlcrna'ti'onz-xl ilnport;m;
Therefore, all the tribal areas should be ce'ntrally adllllll]ift.f{?? al‘[t‘iilw'- ['he ﬂdmin‘i%rram
of the tribal areas of Assam shall be'c‘amcd 01)1 b}/ t 1;; I FD llc Clz. . 1ro.ugll1 the Govery,
of Assam as his agent and the provisions of I an‘VI,Ip 0 Ilvus f .01‘15[.,}9“(.)‘“ Shall gy
thereto as if such area were reritory specified 1n part IV of the First Schedule

Briefly speaking, the recommendations of the Bardoloi Committee yiclded
following results: |

(i) The acceptance of the principle of ‘excluded’gnd ‘partially excluded arezy’

though the nanies wete changed. The * partially excluded areas’ were 1

be called Plain Tribal Areas whereas the ‘excluded’ areas were to be

called Hill Tribal Area.
(if) The appointment of the External Affairs Ministry as the administrative

agency for the President of India.

dvisor to the Governor of Assam who was
nsibility of administering the Tribal Areas.

s were created for hill states of Assam and
owers to create new autonomaous districts

mep

Assamese
Jefence of the country

(iif) The appointment of an A
entrusted with direct respo

(iv) Autonomous District Council
the Governor was given the p
or to increase or decrease the areas of already existing ones.

(v) The consent of the Governor was made mandatory to pass any regulation
passed by autonomous councils.

The plain areas of the Balipara Frontier Tract, Tirap F rontier Tract, Abor Hil
District and Mishmi Hill Districts were transferred to the administrative jurisdiction
of the Government of Assam. The Comunittee also recommended the protection of
tribal rights on land and forest and also tribal customs and traditions. It sought EConomic
and a<.imh1.istrative integration of the area allowing the scope for cultural plurality 0
co-exust‘wnh them. While remaining silent over the issue of ‘Inner Line” the Comumittee
emphasged l}'ie importance of controlling the importance of controlling the immigration
of non-tribal into the hills. )

sidliey \;\/fcaiiiiﬁj: ‘;ﬁf;fs,i;hﬁt.lvhlc Blardoloi Committee brought into effect the British
mainstream of the country d;l; ares, B0 attemIpt Was n']ade to bring the area img.!hf
eform in the area. T}vle dawnllofeﬁ’oxi was madc‘ to introduce any serious pOllFlCi\[
Constitution in 1950, thereforc doi i independence in 1947 and the adoption of the
of Arunachal Pradesh and th , B('[']Ot b’rmg any major change in the political history

¢ British legacy continued. Assam still remained the

dominant pow j

ant power and enjoyed 1 |
1€ c s fF davua - i s

Arunachal Pradesh, y benefits of development at the cost of the hill i

2.2 Nehru-Elwin Policy
The year 1954 was important in

reconstituted ang rena
administration v

med as No~1}m~hm°"y of Arunachal Pradesh, This area W&
ere re-grouped al dl Eastern Frontier Agency (NEFA). The units ©
nd named Kameng, Subansiri, Siang, Lohit, THP
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The Tuensang Division was merged with Nagaland i | 957.The NEFA

Tuensang: Linistrative unit and not the proper name of the

an
wa

State of Arunachal

adesh. : ’
pradc  should also be pointed out that both Nehru and Blwin were to work

camework provided by the Constitution of India and, therefore, did not make any
~ 11 N Sh . n " p s .

the " ey decision towards this state. Rather, they laid down certain guidelines for
new "

e implementation of the policy framework already framed in 1950, As has been
. by Dr. Elwin himself:

within

Pomzcd out

Many of the matters... have been put completely out of date as a result of one
major circumstance — that the whole of India, including tribal India, will be covered
by Community Development Blocks by 1963. .it s, therefore, meaningless to discuss
whether it is desirable to bring the tribes into the stream of modern civilization or

whether it is good or bad to open up their country. Whether they like it or not, they are
going to be civilized, their country will be opened up.

It deserves to be mentioned that Elwin and to a great extent Nehru were not the
kind of planners, who thought only in terms of current or/and short-term politics; both
of them were unique in their own ways and one thing in common was that they were
great visionaries, The former was a philanthropist, an intellectual, a Gandhian, and
the latter was a socialist; combined together, they represented a policy of growth and
development with humane touch at its best at the ideological level. In the ‘Foreword
to the Second Edition’ of the book by Verrier Elwin, The Philosophy for NEFA
(Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Directorate of Research, Itanagar, 1959 (reprint,
1988), Jawaharlal Nehru writes that the question of our policy in the tribal areas has
often come up before us. The policy should be on the general lines indicated in the
book. We cannot allow matters to drift in the tribal areas or just not take interest in
them. At the same time we should avoid over-administering these areas and, in
particular, sending too many outsiders into tribal territory. We should rather work
through, and not in rivalry to, their own social and cultural institutions. It is between
these two extremes positions that we have to function. Development has to take place
In various dimensions, such as communications, medical facilities, education and
better agriculture. We should {ry to encourage in every way their own traditional arts
and culture. Tribal rights in land and forests should be respected. At the end Nehru
writes, “We should judge results, not by statistics or the amount of money spent, but
by the quality of human character that is evolved.

It needs reemphasis that the process of assimilation and integration, economic,
political and cultural relationship between the hills of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
of the pre-colonial period was disrupted during the British periad and especially after
the imposition of the Inner Line Regulation. In addition to the Regulation, the Briush
policies also led to isolation and retarded contact and reduced the feelings of integration
with the mainstream. As Nehru rightly pointed out: *Apart from our lack of initiative,

we were not allowed to go there by British authorities then in power. That is why our
freedom movement reached this people in the shape of occasional rumours.”

And further:

“..the people of North-Fast Frontier had been c\n'u\liliopcd diﬂ'cr.cml_?' L".\l;'il\s
the past generation and cven in more recent yoars, The fault lay partly with us

and partly with circumstances.’ | ‘
and a new constitution was udoptcd'u‘\ 1950,
evolve guidelines and policies that

When India became independent
jor i ' ernment were to
the major issues before the government were t
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at the same time it would bring grady,
C

: )
rest of the country. The policy-majg, rei)]’}‘acc
12¢

bal emotions; and

Ath the
0 lew ith th ) i
p going to be @ slow one and it will take SO 1,
ation betwecen the tribal and the rest of the conr]Ik t
8 i zr,

\
J

would not hurt the tr1 X
and integration of these p e
fully well that the prmes'sl ; s
bring perceptive and synchroniz
The Report of the Schedulcdll
i - Glwin was s
the chairmanship of Dr. Elwin wd
out in the Report that:
“We stand on the thresh

Arecas and Scheduled Tribes Commissj,

I L und.
bmitted during the year 1960-61, Ty, Ndey

[)Uimt(!

old of a new era. The trib'al p'eople pr cpﬁrcd to make ap,

X ara with other members of the family. The gnlly thing they eXpect
entry into the er < should not destroy the hanmony of their life, and the conyye,
s that the changes ssing their distinctive identity.’

should not result in suppres o
There were three different views with regard to bringing about modery,

developments: '
chool of thought, the tribal should be kept in

1) According to the first s¢ . Sl SO .
(1) state of isolation, maintain their separate and unique identity. This school
advocated that tribal should not come in contact with the rest of ndi,
population.
(ii) The second opinion was that there should be an immediate and complete
assimilation of the tribal population with the rest of the country and that

there should not be any special status or reservation for them.

(iii) The third opinion was a compromise between the first and second
approach. It was assumed that national integration was possible without
forceful assimilation of tribal people. It was possible to bring them into
the mainstream while at the same time allowing them to maintain separate
cultural identity. Behind the same the historical element of pluralism of
Indian culture was pointed out , that is, peaceful co-existence of many
cultures and races since the beginning of Indian civilization without the
use of any force,

It was under these circumstances that the Nehru-Elwin policy towards the
North Easte.:rn Frontier Provinces was formulated. This policy is perhaps most fully
?mculated o the monograph, 4 Philos ophy for NEFA (op.cit.) by Verrier Elwin, an
;zlﬁzizl;’? :;:W 'lﬁ"lwas iﬂﬂ_uemie}l as the Advisor on Tribal Affairs for NEFA. The
ontside butshli pld 0sophy is the idea that development should not be imposed ﬁ.‘om

’ ould emerge out of the culture, priorities, self-confidence and decision-

making traditions of indigenous communities

The Philosophy of NEF . . _
development thay emphasized tJA]: Iigferged out of Gandhian notions of village-based

Sy itegrat o -gration of uaditional crafts into a modernizing
the most idealistje period O;“l .O.I,l.nate“al and spiritual development. It also embodied
should “develoyy gling i COI‘suual democratic thinking under Nehru, Nehru's word$
Arumac] s mes of their own ganine aa in hic ¢ Tribes 0f
achal Pradesh iy, Transition (Delp; 199 genius . G. Das in his book nh.ﬂ*\"

» 1995) provides an assessment of the polic

Critique of the Policy

l‘heu Arunachal Pradesh, there was o
o in ol .1 he areq wag still backward with hardly 2%

. n; hteracy Was rather low and therc WaS p
Ise, thcrefore, tor -
ation through vj|)

It was

lem of adminsty cactivate or to give sanct

e . L yal
age councils. Similarly, the P*
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as given administrative sanctign gnd f?" some time to come these Kotokis

Al intcrmcdiarics between the administration and the local people. A simple
d ,}qumimS“.ﬂ(ion called ‘Single Line Administration’ was adopted for this aren
e x as happily received by the people and the new form of administration was:
any opposition,

ofKotoki W

actc
forn

is W
g\cllélzied without

A framed by Nehru and Elwin for the NEFA was appreciated by all and
e S'n“m“‘ﬂy o Ran .Or years. All this, however, changed afier the
Chinese AREICSSIOn of 19,(’2. Both Elwin and Nehru came under attack for this policy
and were accused of wanting to keep the tribal as museum specimen. The critics failed
(o realize that before independence there was hardly any development in NEFA and the
arca was kep! backwards due to the British policies. Nchru and Elwin did not want to
ake a sudden leap and wanted that there should be gradual but steady development in
(his arca. Therefore, if the Chinese were successful in the area in 1962, it had nothing to
do with the policy laid down by Nehru and Elwin. There was no development of social

welfare schemes and technical services prior to 1950, and time was required to achieve
all this.

Keeping in view the then prevailing circumstances in NEFA, the policy adopted
by Nehru and Elwin cannot be outrightly rejected. In fact, that was the best possible
policy that could be adopted at that time. What rendered the policy a failure was the
Chinesc aggression of 1962, and, it would not be wrong to suggest that Nehru could
not recover from the shock.

Impact of the Chinese Aggression and After

The Chinese aggression of 1962 proved to be a landmark in the history of NEFA. For
the first time the area acclaimed international recognition and people from the
mainstream became concerned about it. The march of administration was quickenad
and serious thinking began regarding the reorganization of the administrative set-up
of the area. As a first step, NEFA, which was administered under the Minisiry of
External Affairs, was transferred to the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government
of India from 1 August, 1965. Likewise, from 1 September of the same year, the five
Frontier Divisions were reconstituted into five districts, namely, Kameng, Subansin,
Siang, Lohit and Tirap. The administrative set-up was also enlarged and streamlinec.
Posts of Political O fficers, Assistant Political Officers-I and Assistant Political Oficer-
M were created. Officers at the headquarters were named as Deputy Commissioners,
Additional Deputy Commissioners, Extra Assistant Commissioners ari: Circle
Officers. One or more administrative units were carved out of the five districts and
the new administrative set-up was as follows: l

1. Kameng District
(a) Bomdila under Deputy Commissioner.
(b) Tawang under Additional Deputy Comumnissioner.
(c) Seppa under Additional Deputy Commissioner.
2. Subansiri District
(a) Ziro under Deputy Commissioner.

(b) Daporijo under Additional Deputy Comumissioner.

3. Siang District |
(a) Along under Deputy Commissionet.
(b) Pasighat under Additional Deputy Commisstonet,
) 2
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4. Lohit District

) T or Deputy
a) Tezu undet ‘
. lor Additional Deputy Cot

(‘ominissioner.
nMmissioner.
() Aniniunc
istrict N |
g onsa under Deputy Connm.‘monm.} L
inted put that the Additional Dcpu’ty (J,Oml,n.l'i'\' s ’.”;’" § ‘(’) “Mrt
It may be ]\U‘IIHL( ’l an Frontier Adl'ﬂilli&'tl‘ﬂ[]vc Services ' u:lj();/.ed e
e e ot of : I];’ ‘Iilic'll Oflicers in their respective jurisdictions. Thes.
i ”mlll)j)irn[(];gpc::dcn; and communicated directly with the Secretary a

(1) Kh

equal powers
officers were virtua
Shillong.
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Fig. 8.1 Divisions of NEFA in 1963

. - 1A

it oreres! ngieo fote that sl (1 Ehincss mpgyseston s MG, SApn®
opinion in Assam demanded that NEFA should be integrated \V“l}* "’"‘m" =P rtk‘ ‘ .
for in the Constitution. The Chief Minister of Assam, B. P. Chaliah called for giease
co-ordination between the two staies and called for the exchange of adminisrative
cadres. Hem Baruah, Member of Parliament from Assam, started a Presimmpagf
for the integration of the two. The introduction of Assamese as a medium of HESI‘IL‘l.CUU:.
and one of the subjects of study were demanded. These and some others are p H?HS?\L‘.P
in the book 7he Outlook on N.E.FA. (compiled by Parag Chaliha, Asam ﬁ:dhl[} 2
Sabha, Jorhat, 1958). Finally, the matter was put to rest with the tervention ot
Jawaharlal Nehru, who pointed out that any sudden change in the policy would bi‘.
unrealistic and inadvisable. e also rejected the plea for the withdrawal of the U“}c‘.
Line Regulation on grounds that it would not be in the interest of the SEsl)
arrangements inthis area and that it would unnecessarily disturb the tribal populatiot:
Itmay be mentioned here that prior to 1972, there was no civil policy in the area 41
the dutics were discharged by the Assam Ritlle
frontier guards. 1t was entrusted with (he
established administrative unity
Chinese aggression also led
of educational and othey dev

us

personnel who basically served ‘
additional duties of protecting the nc,.\fll'\,
as well as maintaining peace between the tribes. l‘hL‘
o hastening of the process of road construction, ngiﬂ““F“
clopmental institutions in the arcas of Arunachal Pradestt
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—JANCHAYATI RAJ

Realizing the ipottance of people’s participation in the administration, the Ering
C;mmiSSiOll was constituted on 11 April, 1964, and the announcement to this effect
was made by Lal Bahadur Shastri in Parliament. The Committee was chaired by Shri
pying Ering the then Parliament Sccretary. Other members of the Committee were
Qi;l* B, D. Pandey, Brig. D. M. Sen and Shri L, Thanga, The circumstances under
<hich the Commission was constituted can best be summed up in the words of Prof.
v Venkata Rao: ‘

‘There was no legisiative assembly to make laws for the good government of
NEFA. NEFA was represented by one member in the Lok Sabhe, nominated by the
president. Laws made by the Assam Legislative Assembly were not applicable to
NEFA. Laws made by Parliament were automatically applicable to NEFA unless
there were specific orders against the application. Thus, except villa ge council which
existed from time immemorial, there was no representative institution in Arunachal.’

The major task before the Commission was to examine the scope and pattern
of authority of the indigenous institutions. The relevance of these institutions and the
scope for improvement were also to be considered so that they could be associated
with judiciary, administration and local development. Briefly speaking, the committee
was required to submit recommendations over the following issues:.

e The type of democratic bodies suitable at the village level and above.
¢ The extent and nature of the jurisdiction of these bodies.

e The phase in which the recommendations of the Committee might be put
into force having regard to varying stages of development of the different
tribal group.

The Commission started its work in May 1964 and the report was submitted
on 4th January 1965. The first meeting of the Commission, after the members had
made an extensive tour of NEFA and interviewed people and officials at various
levels, was held in Shillong and was attended by the Governor of Assam too.

The Report of the Ering Commission has never been in public scrutiny. It is,
however, believed that the Comunission had suggested major changes both at the
administrative level and traditional local government. The changes suggested at the
administrative level were not very drastic and were accepted without much debate or
amendments. However, the changes suggested in the local government visualized a
departure from traditional norms in many ways; in other words, new concepts of
democratic decentralization unknown to the people were to be introduced. The major
recommendations of the Comunission in this regard can be summed up as follows:

¢ Atthe village level, there should be a village council. For this purpose, it
was suggested that the existing village councils should be recognized. In
the matter of election to these councils, preference was to be given tw
custornary laws.

¢ On the next level, above the village councils, there should be Anchal
Samitis in each circle. The Sub-Divisional Oflicer should be the ex-ofticio
Chairmian of these Samitis in their respective jurisdiction. The Anchal
Samitis should be entrusted with developmental functions.

Se
M
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on the next bigher level, should be Zil!;, Parishag,
, g, Digtrict Development Commi |
‘hou]d consist of 24 to 30 metnbey,
the Chairman of these bodjey

e Over the Anchal Samitis, ne;
that should replace the then existin
These Parishads, it was sugpested, s"
The Deputy Comimissioner was 1o be " o

e The Commission finally suggested that /\,qcnc‘)./ f_fi’t"m;',)]( nh@u]d be
established at the highest level. The Agency vulq to consist of 20 mermbyer.
cach district to be tepresented by 4 members.

Ce
-

Besides the above major recommendations, vario};is' (y)l,‘hlcr. 'c(;mr,nsc‘li_'; :‘/Tl‘f;pm
forward by the Commission, Tt was suggested tlhal lhc‘tl Vll gt,lﬁ i]tcid ()J:)i;](, lr J('l :,[ 'ﬂ: 4
representative in his respective regional council (/\‘nc 1al ;‘ “l l)x g ‘-t.)w ll« 15uld
have the right to nominate the same. The Anchal Samiti h, OU,( 1}%‘”51 wjt —fo"{r
times a \fez\s-r. Fach Anchal Samiti would sgnd three (flcctt',d mcm )(,l-:)‘ l(? }Pc./fl,“a
Parishad. Tt was felt that the tribal had the feeling that 'UIC‘JI‘ 10}'3|tlf‘> d“'d ¥ fsl?‘a‘“?lblllilcs:
were limited only to their own tribes; the Commission, thcmforcf >utc._x,gested the
development of multi-tribe institutions to change the concept of eth.mc 10{ alty. Jt vz
also recommended that a language policy for NEFA should. be tormul.a.ted. There
shouid be a recognized medium of instruction and up-to middle Or primary levs],
three-language formula should be adopted. It also suggested removing the .ofﬁce of
Political Interpreters since they had no function in the new set-up. I:c wa§ proposed to
merge the [FAS services into IAS cadre and a special pool for services in these areas
should be created. From the above account it is clear that the Ering Commission
addressed the problem of participation of the tribal people in the process of staiz
meking and bringing them into the mainstream of national politics. This was, however,
nota simple task since naturally or deliberately — as was clear from the British policies
in the region prier to 1947 — the tribals were compelled to maintain their loyalties
toviards the clan and family and their political vision was confined to the clan. It is
important to note that the word ‘Panchayati Raj” was never used in the Ering
Commission Report; however, the pattern suggested by the Comumission and its

- structural framework were in line with that of Panchayati Raj in other parts of the
{ country.

3.1 Estimate of Dying Ering Commission

The Dying Ering Commission wag the first serious
India to address the problems of NEFA Earlier
others were more o (he intellecty
Ering and hig leammates, for the
NEFA in realistic terms, and for the
their reports, Sop of the soil as |
working of tribal inind and coy

attempt by the Government of
attempts by Nehru, Elwin and some
al and philosophical level (han at the practical one.
first time, tried to review the tribal problems i
purpose did extensive homework before finalizing
¢ was, Ering had an in-depth knowledge of the
Idunderstang their problems in (e Correct perspective
ation of (he Commission for the ¢r
- ancl;{ayuti Raj was of deep significance y
UICY Was (o worl legislatuge
Opose ; ratic
P :spl:s;:i] c{i:x:ll](t)bc:,:’cllxlc fi]cc:.cnl.rali'/.zuiou On @ natiopal P
i Symenrof C]—d ‘l 'mdlgcn(‘)us tribes with
i L EleChon/noming o al the
. at the ‘I modermn ¢le
ation OFNEFA
e Home Minist
NMmission,

The reconimend
be imbibed i P
Agency v,
o1

¢ation ol Agency Counctl L.\‘
as some sort of p ‘ i‘ncc \in the years (0 comf' 1l.ln>'
or NEFA. Further, the Comunission
attern; at the same time, care
duniform system, The practice of the
the love] ofvillage councils was maintained
ction method wag introduced. As menticned
4 ransferred fron the charge of the l:'.xlt'“l‘\l‘
fyonl August, 1965, on the rcdnmncndnlit.‘“ of

‘1
G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



- ne Commission, therefore, was a milestone in the history of Arunachal
Thch_m;g‘ first time on the spot social as well as political survey was carried
pl-n\ifsh', FO,‘ 1,1;“\ {jrst official attempt to think through the aspirations of {ribes of
outand ¥ ni cﬂ:eCt to modernization and attempted at promoting trans-tribal and
NVF"\IH lgf.i:]:ml-c. Whereas, on the one hand the Commission tried to maintain the
““"afF::l:i i;smntions and customs of the native, on the other hand it tried to evolye
‘:"‘1?;::\15.11]31 would bring the area into the national mainstream; it was a subtle hlend
me pointed out:

Fideclogical, philosophical and realistic thinking. As Dr, Dubey has
AR °C

“The Ering Commission Report, till date, is the most authentic knowledge about
arunachal Pradesh. Tt may sound a bit uneasy, but it is the fact that till today this
report serves as a guidebook to the administrators of Arunachal Pradesh. Such is the
significance of the Report that when one talks or ever t}

hinks about any new policy for
the tribal people of Arunachal Pradesh, he is forced to consult this report’,

+3.2 Panchayati Raj Regulation

The most important outcome of the Ering Commission Report was the introducti
ofPanchayati Raj in NEFA. On the recommendatio

of India promulgated the North East Fro

on
ns of the Commission, the President
ntier Agency Panchayati Raj Regulation
(Regulation- UT of 1967) that came into force from 2 October, 1968. Until the
introduction of the Panchayati Raj, there were no mediating political bodies between
externally appointed administrative officers and the customary tribal leadership. The
District Administration had the right to appoint gaon buras, or village headmen, to

settle certain disputes. The introduction of Panchayati Raj aimed at creating power

distribution at the local level, between different tribal or ethnic groups, betw
€conomic interests and b

cen different
etween the genders. Tt also aimed at bringing about integration
among the various ethnic groups of the region. It was pointed out that:

“The Panchayat in NEFA’ will be the prime agency for rural development. It
will provide a sound basis for economic and political growth, Secondly, it will provide
a workable medium through which the rural people would be able to express
themselves on various problems of the arca and also to evolve an integrated community
approach for solution of problems that concern the entire agency. The Panchayat will

therefore not only be a decentralized form of government; it would be much more
than that’,

Under the provisions of the Regulation, the traditional vill
were accorded the status of Gram Pancha
be Anchal Samiti, Zilla Parishad and the
establishing the Panchayat system of local-self government and nvesting the v
bodies constituted under the Regulation with such powers and
necessary 1o enable them to function as units of
the different bodics is as follows:

age councils of NEFA
yat. Above these Panahayats, there were 1o
Agency Council. The Regulation aimed at
artous
authority as might be
selt-government. A brief account of

Gram Panchayat

The Gram Panchayats were the lowest level of Anchal Samiti and served only as an
electoral college. It had hardly any function except for helping the executive from
time to time in developmental activities and mobilizing public support l:m‘ the same.
Since these Panchayats were covered under the Assam l*‘mut}cr (:\Qnunlsmuml\.ot
Justice) Regulation, Regulation 1 of 1945, they were separated from lel;\gc“.ull\m‘rmcs
and traditional governing institutions. Gram Panchayats were constituted for o village
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ith population of not less than 300, Election system iy, thes..
5 Wi !

| every adult person who was normally a resider Of tha
clection of the member of Panchayat,

or a group of village
bodics was inlnuimn;d|nn'fm v
B ed o vole

a was allow "':"Iltu- institution of “Gaon Bura "(Villn;{.f; }[‘-.;“him’])‘”'”(" dia l‘h“rll",&;‘ :"

. ived \\-‘ilh each other and the former 18 congidered as part and I’.””«"l'l Of the |
are intermixed . metitution of Gaon Bura was created under the provisic
Rer I'm\‘cvmlt‘l:t"‘: The Deputy Commissioner was authorized to appoint the
I{Tlg\ll‘\;]‘:b |.ﬂ:0k?] {m(l‘n.g | S)"ln[\n] (;"ﬂl)])(bintmcnl, ”le were g-""fifl a ‘[’f,f] ‘(",,m-- !I-!;i

age Reaciie - They were also empowered to take up petty cases of criminal rat.,
denoted ;.unl1on!'\"‘ﬂ1:'\»\\\\v :l-< in regard to civil suits. The village Panchayats, on 1.
They cn,m,\‘\‘ti_ il‘t“,l l ([\C:l;v as n’mntioncd, through the Regulation of 1967 Ty,
other hand, came into being, as n stitutions like ‘Kebang’ of the Adis or “Buliane -
these Panchayats and indigenous m.sh’t.ull(.)ns. i ' ofthe s o iy
of the Apa Tanis are two separate institutions and are guided by two differz;,

repulations. As stated above, the Gram Panchayats were formed to serve a3 the
egulations, As st¢ :

are

Very ofte

g 0f

o

‘clectaral college’. At the time of the introduction of Panchayat Raj, there wers 937
CLUtLl¢ ;e
Gram Panchayats in NEFA.

Anchal Samiti

Above the village Panchayats were the Anchal Samitis constituted by no.iiﬁ":;-tic:
vide Section - 1V of the Regulation - I of 1967. Contiguous areas in a d{s:n”u_ 5
deemed fit by the Governor, were declared to be a block. It was to be a unit of s=i-
government at the block level and was to have the following members:

e One representative elected by the members of each Gram Panchayvat within the
Jurisdiction of a block.

¢ One representative from cooperative societies situated within the block a5 =x
officio member.

¢ Five persons nominated by the Deputy Commissioner from among the members ‘
of unrepresented tribal communities.

¢ The Sub-Divisional Officer of the sub-division as ex officio member.

The members of the Samiti were to hold office for a period of three years but
the deputy Commissioner had the powers to extend this tenure. A member was allowed

toseek re-election to the body. The Governor reserved the right to remove any member |
and his behaviour was not in

public interest. The Sub-Division acted as the Presiden
of the Anchal Samiti. The Vice President w
themselves in the first meeting. He
motion passed by not less th

as clected by the members from amongst
could be removed from office by a no-confidence
an two-third majority,

) I.hc Anchal Samiti held j(s meetings, as far as practicable, quarterly tor
discussions about the development ang forw .
hecessary aclion. Any membey of'the S
put ques

arded the resolution to the Governor for
amiti was tompetent to move resolutions and
d with ading
presentatives also
aining 1o their respe
hpowered (o conyene a
alling withiy his Jurisdiction
the preceding year ang 10 prese

These Anchyl S
and it wys througly ),

tions on marers concerne
deparunents or thejr re
Orsuggestions peg
SENIL Was ¢y
Panchaya t

listration. The heads of various
Participated in the ee
clive departimengs. The P
peneral thiceting of
W0 review the action
U proposals tor the followi
amits wepe
15 unit

tings for preparation
resident of the Anchal
all the members of Gram
taken by the Samiti during
LY year,

dan l.l]lpnrmm Ui

cie an Lol planning and development.
4l various deye

| - .
‘Opnental works for the block were
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| They were empowered with certain exceutive and fin
(.

: ancial powers for
y schemes for the improvement of health and hy

_analiz® fama
““,1-111 . it giene, roads and
aking Jtion, education and culture of the people. In 1968, the total number of

nice : )
mmmugqmmS was 38 that increased to 44 in 1972,

Anchal

7illa l’:\ﬁslmd

The Zilla parishad was the highcst unit of local-self government at the district level
ind was 10 be constituted by the notification of the Governor. Tt consistad of the
following members:

o The vice-Presidents of all the Anchal Samitis in the district as ex officio members,

« Onc representative of every Anchal Samiti in the district who was to be clected
by the members from among themselves.

« Not more than six persons to be nominated by the Governor on the
recommendation of the Deputy Commissioner from out of the tribe that had
not got any representation in the Zilla Parishad.

e The Deputy Commissioner of the district was the ex officio President of the body.

As mentioned, the Zilla Parishad was the supreme body in finalizing the plans
and programmes of the district, and with this consideration in mind, all the hzads of
the developmental departments were ex officio members of the body. This was an
advisory as well as coordinating body; its main function was to advise the Governor
on all matters concerning the activities of the Gram Panchayats and Anchal Samitis
within the district. It also reviewed the work of the Anchal Samitis from time to time
and advised them on certain matters as deemed proper.

Agency Council

At the apex of the new political setup, there was to be the Agency Counctl that was
constituted in accordance with Chapter - IV, Section - 57 of the NEFA Panchayat Raj
Regulation of 1967. This body was to be an advisory body for the entire NEFAarza to
be constituted through notification by the Governor. It consisted of the following
members: i) The Governor; i) The Member Parliament representing NEF.-\‘; iit) The
Vice Presidents of the Zilla Parishads; iv) Three representatives from cach of the Zilla
Parishad to be elected by its members; and, v) The advisor to the Governor as ex
officio member.

The main functions of the Agency Council were:

¢ Matters of administration involving general issues of policy related to
NEFA.

e The Five Year Plans and the annual plan approach for the development of
NEFA.

¢ Proposals for undertaking legislations for NEFA with respect o any of
the matters enumerated in the State List in the Seventh Schedule ot the
Constitution of India.

¢ Any other matter deemed proper by the Governor.

The Governor was to preside over the meetings of the Agency Cuuncil‘ Q\nt
was 1o meet al least once a year. The members had the right to ask questions p.dtn{ll“?%
(o matters of public interest in NEFA, If the Governor so deemed, he could call the
meeting of the Council at any time.
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panchayati Raj
, 8 iFA on 2 Oclole '
troduced 0 the thc‘n 'NI I ot 36 )I'J.Vr "
T ”“‘-‘j 1 )f‘tlmci?rinxg (‘ommisston wit ]'5()”1bJno{'h“c?ll|(”“
| : e very ffc s deliberations were coner
he recommen C]vcl-ycﬂicwnl]ym)dlhc(lch: (l l’ % l}“(mw’l
“ A functionet saietrati s closely associated iy
The Agency Cound il fun ) r.mncr_/\(hmma(mtmn.w, g y socit .h .
e of e le. The 13t session of the Agency Couneil Wag
A n n\: | ‘ | ‘ )) ' ‘ g acylarilrge,. -
"l\ B KN o, Gove y of Assam, Nagaland and Meghialaya o, Sl
gy : \ 4. Governot 8¢ . - ]
= 1 Bl (‘MVSL‘;l'Il'mg The second session was held on [0, e
: Bhawan, Shillong. ,
at Raj Bhawan,

a
0. the third on 6th an

.3.3 Critique of the

The Panchay
incor}\ol ﬂliﬂg

inaugurated by
December 1969
11th August 197
13th August 1971,

[t may be pointed out th

d 7th February 1971 and the fourth on | 214 and

at the Panchayati Raj chllléltl()n\ﬁf?‘.‘/}‘m} administratiye
I3 , Fil oz e ¢ I g 3 \. tWFJS regs I:“_'
yd did not signify any major l.jolnu,aldmn?c in P, ‘“MTQ’r?',;

arrangement i et by many, and, as such, it had to face criticism. was lookes

as a ‘foreign LOll\le. an 1ow-ui-ds constitutional separation of N EFA fjr(_uh Assar,
S tarelal £ the Constitution itself was complete integration of NEFA
~ - C

B o courec (time. Dr. Verrier Elwin, who had always supported the

A e idont ibal ways, pointed out that the introduction of 152

itaining of tribal identity and tribal ways, p ‘ ‘
Pt aditional system of village councils.
Panchavats was a threat to the traditi

The main objective of the introduction of Panchayati Raj mAruneu:ﬁhallfzrcd:Tl
was to modemize the political system of the area and to remold it 01? natlunaf rc -
zlso zimed at involving the local people in the deve.lopmental process of .the aﬁca and
the combined effect of the two was supposed to bring about moderplzatlon of socio-
political philosophy in NEFA, The primitive and almost static society of the region
needed some instrument for change and for this social engineering; Panchayati Ra;
was thought to be the best instrument.

upon as yet

To a considerable extent, the measure was successful in achieving its objective.
As Dr. Talukdar has pointed out:

‘Lo the villages, the Panchayats have set in motion a number of changes wn the
political operatives of kebang.’

It is suggested that prior to the introduction of the Bill, the political loyalties
were confined to the clan or village level and age was respected in political decisions.
Th‘e Puncbayap Raj acted as an agency of social transformation to change the value
:}JWU; 0}2 so)c'xct}-/ and 1o activate nationgl objective. Introduction of adult sufftage

i 3 e S— . . N . . IR R

th~0'ugj ] t‘df’ Lllu significantly affected the hierarchically organized tribal society. Earlier,

€ inc al wa ording ) ) o

i ,Wl‘ U;_ \'Adds S'Uboldllldle to the clan or the village, but after the introduction o
age. individie . -

the iril%tr—;ju:ﬂ;(\):] Uj{-ijl:’sm ]bﬁgdn 10 gain importance. Dr. § Dubey points out that after

v OFPanchayati Rai “There ie . : : ywards
frecing the jndier “hc; )d‘lkru, There is an overall trend in social change towards

& the individual from traditional recfomc icti tions
place of hereditary apd 1 ditiona] At restrains and restricting human relations |

¢ aditiong - e . : 01 hanges
the backwyd (ribal groups h'w““('ﬂfll‘holl iy. h.1 tolisequence of such social le‘nr.,_x S
( S e staned imitating (heir higher ribesmen style of it
~ Unthe othey " ; B
fulfi] the aspirations of the peop) ! l’iolnlcd out that the Panchavati Raj has fuited 0
Mr. Tanyg Dabi, an ; . G 'y Instead, has Jeq 1o tmequalities in the soctety:
Mgl » 40 nflueny) public leadey 3 i ' K
ghideals, the e o ook OF the Siang District points out thit
or. R * - HHlctioning o Panchayat in Arunachal P sgh 18 0ot
authoris 0% SOIE Undefined wer Seyatin Arunachal Pradesh )
Orities, Thera : vails til] today (1986) on the part ol the
Waton. The powers and functions of 1
President, Executive Officer and the

tand, it has phe

> al oy g -
TePresentative o 41 BIip of E.\'—ujjlcio

dminisu'alion ’
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. In summary, the function of Panchayati Raj in Arunachal

siculous, c.onfusing and fails to serve the purpose of the system for which
4desh is rl(; tis observed that approva? of res&‘)lutmn.s or plans and programmes
i gias tet};c eetings Of Anchal or Zilla Parishad is (sic) at the mercy of the

esolve atives of the administration.
seD

pe said in conclusion that the introduction of Panchayati Raj in NEFA

’ ma'};h sincere intentions and the authors were truly concerned with the welfare

2 doﬂzi‘;’;ry masses. They had the sincere desire to bring this area into the national

ofl'he o . and to foster nationalistic feelings into the minds of the people. And the

ma”‘st;;gt t;e denied that the Panchayati Raj has definitely brought rapid transformation

.fad C:iety. 0ld values have gradually given way to new and the outlook has widened,

Tmhseomyopic vision has given way to penni-s‘sive- outlook in matters of regional and

national importance. Through the Panchayati Raj, people have been able to step into

modern political civilization gradually and without being totally uprooted from their
raditional culture and customary way of life.

)

epr™

w

On the other hand, there is some truth in the utterances of Mr. Dabi and the
like, for the Panchayati Raj has created some problems in the area. First of all, the Raj
has led to the destruction of the traditional institutions and customary laws, whereas
the newly imposed system has partially failed to do justice to the people. In many
cases, the local village councils have ceased to function, but the new institution is also
demanding. The common man is thus deprived of justice. Moreover, the new judicial
procedure is too complicated for the common man to understand. There is also a
slackening in the tribal ethos of corporate and communal life that is being replaced by
individualism. Dr. Dubey has pointed out: ‘There is an emergence of the new elite
classes like Gram Panchayat Members, Anchal Samiti Members, Zilla Parishad
Members, who have virtually led an invasion upon traditional village councils. There

are crafty attempts to politicize cvery decision delivered and every issue taken for
deliberation by the Council.’

-4 FORMATION OF UNION TERRITORY

As pointed out earlier, the Panchayati Raj regulation did not bring any change in the
political status of NEFA, and it continued to be governed by the Governor of Assam.
Also, the Panchayati Raj was not intended to bring any major change in the political
organization of this state, and it continued to be controlled by the Governor of Assam.
The opportunity for constituting the North Eastern Frontier Tracts into a separate
political unit came with the reorganization of the northeastern states in 1971, Already,
the Agency Council had proposed that the name of NEFA should be changed; and, as
suggested by B D Shastri, the Director of Research Department, ¢ Arunachal Pradesh’
was proposed to be the new name. In the same year, Indian Parliament passed a
number of regulations and enactments that propelled the area towards political
integration. The North-East Area (Reorganization Act), the 27th Constitutional
Amendment Act, the Indian Union Territories Act, and the like were passed by
Parliament with a view to change the political set-up of North East India.

As aresult of all these measures, Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh were separated from the province of Assam. Arunachal Pradesh now became
a union territory with a Chief Commissioner. The post of the Advisor to the Governor
of Assam was clevated to the status of Chief Commissioner and K.A.A Raja became
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ier of Arunachal by an order of the Pr;sidem of India dyteq
{ also provided the state with one seat in Lok Sabha ang

seal in Rajya Sabha, and both these scats wue to b.c I‘llled‘ b[yl 11({1}111‘1’:‘111:)11 by the
President on the recommendation of the CllleCf)llUl]lSSlf)llel. . 1€ lqcpmsunanon {0
the Lok Sabha from Arunachal pradesh was also mcrease_d to two members and by,
these members were to be elected like other parts of India.

Appointment of Councilors from the ﬁve_districts of Arunachzquradesh V\{ifh a
view to help the administration was another important step towards the politica
evolution of the state. Regulation-TV of 1971 Act Jaid down that ﬁve councilors from
amone the members of the pradesh Council would pe appointed by the Chicf
Coml;ﬁssioner with a view to give equal represe:ntatmn to. all t{le five districts,
Accordingly, P K Thungon from Kameng, Tomo Riba from Siang, T afiz:t!‘ Tang from
Subansiri, Sobeng Tayeng from Lohit and Wangpha- nggng from Tirap districts
were appointed as Councilors on 6 October, 1972. It is significant to note that these
councilors had no individual or joint responsibility because the government of
Arunachal Pradesh at that time was not a parliamentary form of government in the
ue sense. The recommendations made by these Coungcillors were advisory in nature
and the Chief Commissioner was not bound to accept any of them.

The whole idea behind the creation of the posts of Councillors was to provide
an opportunity to the local people to get trained in the art of the modem political
system. It may not be wrong to suggest that these Councillors served as probationers
in responsible government. It is significant to observe that the relations between the
Chief Conunissioner and the Councillors were always cordial and the [ormer normally
listened to their advice. There was not a single occasion when the councilors and the
Chief Commissioner parted company in disagreement. In fact, the Councillors were
de facto ministers of the union territory.

The Third session of the Pradesh Council, held at Khonsa from 7th to 1(th
June 1973 was significant for the political developments in Arunachal Pradesh. In the
session, the council resolved that a full-fledged Legislative Assembly be constituted
in the union territory of Arunachal Pradesh. Acting on the recommendations of the
Council, a committee, known as the ‘Bhanot Committee’ was constituted by the
Government of India to look into the matter. On 26 January 1974, the Chief
C011upis§101ler, K.A.A Raja informed that the Committee had recommended the
constitution of a Legislative Assembly in the union territory, Subsequeritly, in 1975,
the Pradesh Council was converted into a Provincial Legislature. It was provided that
the Le.gis.lamre would have 30 members to begin with. The post of the Chief
C?Jmn1551011er was cqnvencd to that of Lt. Governor. Elections to the Legislative
I/\\;;recl}r:.bll}; ;’Vgelfhgeéitncfiazar{ 11978 a{(?ng ‘wit.h.thc rest of the country. On 14
'I‘hungbn tool; the oath of sZcrch i(' Coulm,ﬂot s P iy Seem B
union territory acquired the stalbuys: oflz ?‘l&llnﬁlL Lm'l et ) popuir dc’mand, "
number of the members of Le iﬁlativ%/; E?gcd state on 2() l*cbruar){, 19557 and the
1988, the strength was further 51 e ssembly was raised to 40. In September

creased 1o 60.

the 1st Chief Commissiol
21 January, 1971, The Ac

ACTIVITY

Write a re : o )
eport on how the administrative growth of Arunachal Pradesh has

affected its social cire :
circumstances, [las there been real improvemcnt? You

may cond ] . . L
Y uct a survey by interacting with inhabitants of Arunachal Pradesh.
e
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/ Dip You Know

rT. NEHRU's PHILOSOPHY

1t was Pt Nehru who gave his philosophy for the development of NEFA (¢
bridge the hiatus between the mainstream Tndia and ; olc of
Arunachal Pradesh. This state has been most peaceful
Eastern region of the country, Pt Nehru gave five fund
for the administration of tribal areas. The principles are:

solated people of
statc in the North
amental principles

1. People should develop along the line of their genius and we should avoid
imposing anything on them. We should try to cncourage, in every was

. . . i d

their own tribal rights and culture, .

. Tribal rights on land and forests should be respected,

. We should try to train and build up a team of their own people to do the
work of administration and development. Some technical personnel from
outside the state will no doubt be needed especially in the beginning but
we should avoid introducing too many outsiders into the tribal tem?tory.

4. We should not over-administer these areas or overwhelm them with

multiplicity of schemes; we should rather work through and not as rivals
to their own social and cultural institutions.

to

(9]

wh

. We shogld judge not by statistics or the amount of money spent but by
the quality of human character that is evolved.

S SUMMARY

In this unit, you have lcamt that;

¢ The process of political development in Arunachal Pradesh has been a rapid
process and the entire development has taken place within a short span of 33
years or so (i.e. from 1952 to 1987).

¢ Arunachal Pradesh has traversed many centuries with the span of three and a
half decades. It remains for the social scientists to analyse the merits or demenits
of these political developments and their impacts upon the development of the
poor and weaker sections of the society. It is also to be analysed that the areas
closer to the administrative headquarters and the societies having education in
early days have monopolized the fruits of the political and economic

developments,

The plain areas of the Balipara Frontier Tract, Tirap Frontier Tract, Abor Hill
District and Mishmi Hill Districts were transferred to the administrative
jurisdiction of the Government of’ Assam.

¢ The Dying Ering Conunission was the first serious attempt by the Goverament
of India 1o address the problems of NEFA. Earlier attempts by Nehru, Elwin

and some others were more on the intellectual and philosophical level than at

the practical one.

. 2 ) . a
' ¢ of the Ering C ision Report was the
e The most important outcome ol the Ering Commission Rej

' ' i ayat Raj in NEF/ v recommendations of the
introduction of Panchayat Raj n NEFA. On the rece
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mulgated the North East Erontier Agency,

Commission, the President of India pro ot
1= 111 of 1967) that came into force from

Panchayat Raj Regulation (Regulat o
2 Qctober, 1968,

The Gram Panchayats were the lowest le ‘ ‘
as an electoral college. Ithad hardly any function except ’f”r_ h(:lplllp,'l,hc executive
wental activitics and mobilizing public support for
re covered under the Assam Frontier

vel of Anchal Samiti and served anly

from time to time in developn
the same. Since these Panchayats wWe )
(Administration of Justice) Regulation, Regulation I‘o[ 'l ()4’5, 'thcy Were
sepatated from village authorities and traditional governing institutions.

Above the village Panchayats were the Anchal Samitis constituted by notification

vide Section - IV of the Regulation - HI of 1967. Contiguous areas in a district,
as deemed fit by the Governor, Were declared to be a block.

At the apex of the new political set-up, there was to be the Agency Council that
was constituted in accordance with Chapter - 1V, Section - 57 of the NEFA
Panchayati Raj Regulation of 1967. This body was to be an advisory body for
the cmi;'e NETA area to be constituted through notification by the Governor. It
consisted of the following members: 1) The Governor; i) The Member
Parliament representing NEFA; iii) The Vice Presidents of the Zilla Parishads;
iv) Three representatives from each of the Zilla Parishad to be elected by its
members; and, v) The advisor to the Governor as ex officio member.

The party system and the ideological commitments of the politics are yet to
gain solid footings in Arunachal Pradesh. Yet the political development of the
state is remarkable and credit must be given to the people who have adapted
themselves so quickly to the new set-up and the contribution of Nehru—Ehvin
policy to shape the growth and development.

KEY TERMS

Autonomous: Not controlled by others or by outside forces; independent

Ethos: The characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or community as seen 1 1s
beliefs and aspirations

Ex officio: By virtue of one’s position or status

ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

wn

- The administrative set-up of the K

PR

. Assam

. Governor

When India became inde ] s
India became independent and a new constitution was adopted n 1950,

the major issues before the gove o
that Jorissues before the government were to evolve guidelines and polices
vat would not hurt the tribal emotions. \

True

- dmeng district was as [ollows:

) Bomdila under Deputy Commissioner,

(b) Taw: T iti '
) Tawang under Additional Deputy Commissioner

(c) Sepp: - iti ‘ |
) Seppa under Additional Deputy Commissioner
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6. Ering Commussion
D

The MOst important outcome of the Tiring Commission Report w

Jin NI as the
ion of Panchayat Raj in NEFA,

‘ introduct
8 Anchal Samitis
9. 7Zilla Parishad

10. The North-East Arca (Rcorgm\ization Act), the 27th Constitutional Amendment
Act, the Indian Union Territoties Act, and the like were passed by Parliament
with a view to change the political set-up of North East India,

11. Provincial Legislature

§ QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. Give two examples of results that the reconunendations of the Bardoloi
Committee yielded.

[\

- What were the three different views with regard to bringing about modern
developments in the Northeast?

3. State two impacts of the Chinese aggression.
4. What were the main functions of the agency council?
5. How has the panchayati raj brought about rapid transformation in society?

Long-Answer Questions

~ 1. Write a short note on the birth of the NEFA,
2. Discuss the Nehru—Elwin Policy.
3. What was the scenario of the panchayati raj in Arunachal Pradesh? -
4. Write a short note on the attainment of the union territory of Arunachal Pradesh.

9 FURTHER READING

Amrendra Kr Thakur. 2008. < Historical Studies of Arunachal Pradesh: An Overview',
in R. Bezbaruah, P. Goswami and D. Banerjee (eds.), North-East India
Interpreting the Sources of its History. New Delhi: I C H R and Aryan Books.

Elwin, Verrier. 1957. A Philosophy for NEFA. Gyan Publishing House, Arunachal
Pradesh.

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



are
gt lntroduc(ion~
4 N s VeSS
 Unt Omh%u d Supplementary iconomy
) Am.\c\lmllc an " A
“ 771 Sedentary Cultivation
52 Mixed Agriculture
5.3 Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
Exchange = I'orms and Routes
production of Utilitarian Items
4.1 Weaving
42 Canc and Bamboo Work
43 Smithy
4.4 Pottery
4.5 Wood Carving and Carpentry
4.6 Miscellaneous Handicrafts
Pattern of Land Ownership
Impact of the British Rule
51 Post-colonial Economic Conditions
Summary
§ Key Terms
9 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’
10 Questions and Exercises
11 Further Reading

e

L

I

N

|

0 INTRODUCTION

Arunachal Pradesh has undergone constitutional changes in its evolution to aftain
statehood. The then North East Frontier Agency (NEFA) came into being as a Union
Territory on 20th January 1972. The state acquired an independent political status and
cezsed 10 be a tribal area within the state of Assam.

The state plan is largely dependent on central assistance as the scope of internal
mobilization of resources is limited in view of low tax base. However, central assistance
to the state plan has been declining in real terms due to cost escalation and burden of
non-plan expenditure. As a result, planned development activities of the State
Giovernment have been affected adversely and remained almost stagnant for the last
few years. These trends need to be reviewed and reversed. The expenditure of the
state has been rising sharply compared to its growth of revenue.

The state has not been able to contain non-plan expenditure in spite of best
efforts. The State has been penalized by not granting adequate non-plan revenue gap
grant as the state has not been able to transfer the committed liabilities/maimntenance
of assets from the Seventh Plan onwards. Major chunk of plan outlays s engulfed by
galaries, maintenance of assels and conumiticd liabilities. This leads 1o the stte’s
limitation to take up new schemes and also 1o continue (inancing of ongomg/spill
over schemes. As a result, a large qumber of assets created in the last plan pc.rio\ls
have deteriorated resulting in declining productivity. Such projects are not found

If-sustaining. The assumption that the completed schemes will
‘ calized in the state. If such a

remunerative and se
give enough return {or their maintenance has not beent
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62 AGRICULTURE AND SUPPLEMENTARY
ECONOMY

The tribes of Arunachal Pradesh practised agriculture and crfxﬁs of various des.:ripzfr,;u;;
1‘or~which they had indigenously developed tools and cquipment. The tools and tha
methods of Jhum cultivation (slash and burn) had technology of an Incipient type, the ,s-

of plough on the other hand was an improvement, which was a revolution in agrariar

{lal]
technology and agricultural production. They used knives (dﬂO.S‘) and hc_)es made of
bamboo or iron, The use of iron became popular only after the British rule i Northeast
India, in the principal tools for agricultural operations. Though the dao and the hoe had
some variations and differences in shape and size but the basics of these are almost
similar among the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. Sachchidananda in his back Shifting

Cultivation in India (Concept, New Delhi, 1989) provides us the details of the practices
In various parts of India. The b

ook is important for oyr purpose because in it he talls
about various areas of Arunachal Pradesh, Sum;j Krishna in her book Genderscapes:
Revisioning Natural Resoyyce Management (Kali, New Delhi, 2008) observes not
only the Thum but also the problem of women participation in the economic fife of gibal
societies. She has also studied some of the societies of Arunachal Pradesh.

ion hag beep available
t much is known
any literary or epigr
people before (he
anbe that, »g we h)

, We leamn that the people were

engaged in agriculmyre and po about the earlier stages of economic

life. We do poy have
PUrsuits of the 1yiby)
explanation (o this ¢
and migration of t]
Ared in search of
aiready known (o (

aphic evidence to suggest the economic
art of cultivation became known to them. Oue
: ave seen in the chapter dealing with the origin
e !{'lbes, almost gl the tribes are beljeve to lmve‘mim'utfd to this
agricultyra) land, which Suggests that the art of C“Ili\ﬁ“wn "
he people when they settled here, |t i important to note, hawaes

evalent amnong most of e tribes in Arunachal Pradesh untl
Ltoday theye are traces of jt
cxtay %nbcs of thig ared, with the ¢

) : >
Ipas angd (), Shcrdukpcns, tol

among some of them.

XCeption of the Apatani, and to 3¢ ﬂt
lowed the cycelic method of shitting
of Jhum
sh, for (e

. . . . ]m:‘\

cultivation was not some (! ‘

‘ ol Sation 18 88
history of shifling cultivation B
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< the history of agriculture itself, It 1,
Olfiiu's type of cultivation was prevalen
;]r?lhis form of cultivation, the farmey grows food only f
surplus are exchanged or barlqrccl. The popul
with a high degree of economic independen
with little chance of rapid improvement.

as been cstablisheq by

: v archacolog;
tin the Neolithe perio o

alevidences
d, some 90

riod, 0 years back.
G50 or his family and the small
abion is thug self-sufficiop and se

If-reliant
ce; however, the ecor

oMy is almost static

Another important feature of {he J hum cultiy
was that instead of totation of the erops, (he fielc
implements, such as dibble

ation practised by the tribal

| s were rotated. Primitive type of
stick or hoe, were used, and short periods of occupancs
were followed by long fallow periods. The fields were generally abandonead alﬂf"/r
three years and the people shified to another clearing, leaving the old site for nar .
recuperation, It, however, did not imply that the houses of the tribal were
to the new site.

people

for natural
also shifted

Though the Jhum cultivation has often been term
form of agriculture, it represented a delicate re]
and the tribal society. The JThum fields, the fores
natural area provided two alternative sources of

fail, due to one reason or another, the forests were trapped by the people for getting |
food items. The rearing of pigs was an important feature of Thum cultivation, for the pigs

not only cleared the waste, but also functioned as a buffer stock, which were used |
during the period of scarcity.

ed as a primitive and outdated
ationship between ecology, cconomy
L area surrounding the village and _ e
subsistence to them. Should the crops

Jaum cultivation rather compelled the tribals to build their social organization around
the concept of community ownership, community participation and communa! |
responsibility. The basic guiding principle of the community life of the tribe was: 'Fﬂrom ;
each according to his capacity and to each according to his need.’ Tn society, there[(.)re‘ |
the old, the infirm, and the widows, had an equal share, and each member of society l
played his or her role according to their respective abilities. :

!
‘
|

Generally speaking, the agricultural operations in Jhum cultivation, with minor local
variations were marked by the following stages:

1. Selection of the forest land for cultivation
Clearing the forest by cutting it down
Burning the dried forest wood

Worship and sacrifice

. Sowing of the seeds
6. Weeding and crop protection
7. Harvesting and thrashing

%. Merry-making and feasts

9. Fallowing l

| s of March or April, before the |
Sowing of seeds was gcncnln.lly done d\‘ll:l‘n{.’, lh? l“Alm;ll.l: U:[l,\l\“ «“h&:: l:ll‘:\;" L:t;w the
adve { the rains. Evil spinits were \x!\>}bl1tlfl)bc. and sacrifices we s cerermonial
o 1 crop and prosperity of the family. The day of sowing was ceremonia
sowing for a good “"’H‘hc seeds were generally sown by the digging method which
‘ women. One important feature of Jhum k‘“hl\'d[l\\ll W J‘?
and no artificial irrigation was done. The crop was ,
‘dm imals by tencing the field with bamboos and in ‘
] (ray cattle and wild animals b
pmlcclcd from stra)

!

] 3 X Lln I lhc \"\‘[7, L
[ ‘as n)’ddc i“ ‘h\‘ hl‘.l(i‘ 10 l()\\l\ ‘
]l” Wdl

for the entire vil\ugu. 7
was generally performed by v
that the soil was never ploug

many parts
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ystem of mixed cropping. The mijxq
X%

“I‘CQ
he state; normally, the farmer tried ¢,
1€ Sldtt,

(llL Iy ll)L l; d s‘ [OHUW
\,f] WS I 1 .1‘( I(“v ” C(l 1])

| | l gl'()’w
. 1 Cross t“ es \N‘lt]lln um .)'i()n in h]S Jhum lfmd, Am(_‘.n(_, th : f(),.}d
these crops varied a ! Fe s ﬁ"n”y eI
l s .‘\( (
{ thﬂl 110 necac
eVel ,\,'lhmg

[ by millet, maize and small miljetg Were i,
es of ree, m”m; yineapples, and jute, were some othe, o
apesee ‘;’ll q pmmocfg, pumpk,ins, yams; tapiocy chilie
VCgC“‘ es,

v,

e/t ,“
prains, the coarse \.n.u i 1
main crops. Ginget, [ime- v
‘

1o seople. AMONg _ indigo were also grown iy, 0T
gown by the e R ui-t‘ivutcd.'l‘(tvbacco and indig ’ |
b s vere ¢

ions and arum v
heans, onions

ful tribes Jiving in plains anc hills
| q(""COIithCPOWCIMmb(‘s}J :)( rvrpcial and cu}tl “.
. s, The Singphos cir deep-rooted eco-s0 Ultirg|
arcas of the gmu."ll?c > Et’]ny (o tell about thei dc“ Pt I'tea. The Jhum cycle, 45 j;
> glorious Si ‘ Iso cultivated fea. cle, ag it
Assam has the g -« national life) al Bk oo
‘81 greater Assamese nd;ll(;l\ rlous factors such as the pressure of }')O‘LIUI,H]Q“:
aspects m pres ) .o by various facto Jdlesh
N -as influencec y . s H]Prdklf‘«s )
cenerally called, was in cage anmual rainfall in Arunach
. Verage i

J

texture of soil and the ¢
2.1 Sedentary Cultivation

ae a settied farmier in which

r iculture, as practised ix? one ]?ldbc‘by a sue;trigj idaf rf;jer ;e
Broadly speaking, agric alled sedentary agﬂculnue.'As men g m,] e only
e lns DN TOARSL T Pradesh which pursues this method of agru.vu rci ,“
tribe in entire Aru na.Cha ccupy an area of about 32 sq kms strfztch ofthe 11:1 Tow
Apatani ‘T_ibe‘, Thff t.nbgsth; small river Kele. This area, occupied bv annj,»
velley which is draine ly in the Ziro valley in the Lower Stxbg?bhil :mf- .
(wibal group of people living ibly a lake in the remote past, which is confirmed 5
Arunachal Pradesh), was pos§1b y a lake ulture practised by the Apatani provides =
the traditions of their community. The agric

< p y' n -~ h S \_i.

~

- UL

()

. y Ma 21 1PKIn,
The principal crops grown by the Apatamdaremr;i, é}:}:lil;;t If%f:e[); YH:;
tobacco, pepper, bottle-gourd, beans, potatoes and ginger. A o the
gz;zba?-’eiuﬁfivate d on the dry land and the kitchen' garfiens. Rice is cultivaied on
wet terrace land where artificial and natural wat.er 1S av Arvesting varieties
rice which are cultivated and are classified according to early or late ?“ne)fmi \; ;0'0;
The system of irrigation developed by the Apatani with the help.Of by p_m?lff i 1 oS,
such as small iron hoes, sharpened wood and bamboo hoes, animal bones and ‘L‘Lj;j
is really remarkable, Water from Kele River and other streams 18 diverted b\ ane n\ ‘ul\
of channels to the rice fields. Conunenting on the system of irr igation of the _\p‘fl»\
Christoph von F drer-Haimendorf (an Austrian ethnologist) has pointed our, “The
comerstone of Apatanj agriculture is the cultjy
further adds: ‘Every one of (he larger streams
the Apatani country is tapped soon
gully wide enough to accommodate
like all other tribes of the
dependent oy human laboyy, Iti
the tribe femained pry,
they depended
rebuil (e

ailable. There are vaneties of

e

s

La”}
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Various tribes usually followed the system of mixed crop]?mg. ['he mix,
bes within the state; normally, the farmer trieq lo

these crops \r‘m‘l\.‘d across tri i ) ‘o roy,
haie fa y CONS 5 Jhum Jand, .
evervthing that he needed for his family consumption in his Jhurn Jand Among the Focyg

arains, the coarse varieties of rice, followed by millet, maize and .'»;m‘aH millets wep, the
;nnin crops. Ginger, lime-seed, rapeseeds, pineapples, and ..l'“('f, “NC'I"«' some ‘()(hf:r Crops
grown by the tribal people. Among vegetables, pot;\tf.n;‘!%..PU'_"Pkm-‘v, yams, apioca chjfe ;
beans, onions and arum were cultivated. Tobacco and ll'ldl};(iJ‘W.CI'c’al:su BIOWN in 501,
arcas of the state, The Singphos (one of the powerful tribes Jiving in plz'nng and hifls s
Assam has the glorious story to tell about their dc:cp-rmlcd ’c'cu-sc»c;ml and cultyry,
aspects in greater Assamese national life) also cultivated tea. The Jhum cycle, 45 i3
cenerally called, was influenced by various factors such as the pressure of populae,,
texture of soil and the average annual rainfall in Arunachal Pradesh.

re of

2.1 Sedentary Cultivation

Broadly speaking, agriculture, as practised in one place by a settled farmer in whic;

Ll

fields are not rotated is called sedentary agriculture. As mentioned earlier, the o, ly
tribe in entire Arunachal Pradesh which pursues this method of agriculture i5 o

o> Uic

Apatani tribe. The tribes occupy an area of about 32 sq kms stretch of the narrow

Gl

valley which is drained by a small river Kele. This area, occupied by the Apztan:

Ll

(ribal group of people living in the Ziro valley in the Lower Subansiri distric: of

Sl UL

Arunachal Pradesh), was possibly a lake in the remote past, which is confirmed &

JY

the traditions of their community. The agriculture practised by the Apztan: providss 2

The principal crops grown by the Apatani are rice, millet, maize, pumpkin,
tobacco, pepper, bottle-gourd, beans, potatoes and ginger. Except for rice, all t
crops are cultivated on the dry land and the kitchen gardens. Rice is cultivated on the
wel terrace land where artificial and natural water is available. There are varieties of
rice which are cultivated and are classified according to early or late harvesting varietes.
The system of irrigation developed by the Apatani with the help of the primitive wols,
such as small iron hoes, sharpened wood and bamboo hoes, animal bones and horns,
is really remarkable. Water from Kele River and other streams is diverted by a network
of channels to the rice fields. Commenting on the system of irrigation of the Apatari,
Christoph von Fiirer-Haimendorf (an Austrian ethnologist) has pointed out, "The
cornerstone of Apatani agriculture is the cultivation of rice on irrigated terraces.” He
further adds: ‘Every one of the larger stre

ams rising on the wooded heights that nog
the Apatani country is tapped soon after it emerges from the forests and reaches &

pully wide enough to accommodate a series of narrow terraces.’

Like all other tribes of the state, agricultur

al operations of the Apatani are Ui
dependent on human |

he trit , ' abour. It is rather paradoxical that the method of the tllage o
[])L f1 1;( remated primitive in that po plough was used by them till recently and that
ey depe a VPN W \ — ] l and

Y epended exclusively on human labour During winter, the Apatani built 219
rebuilt the dams, channels of irrig |

MANUTe was sorend £ . ““01_" fences of grooves and gardens and ;u‘uzni‘h\‘
o as spread from the pits, Rice crops were seeded in the nursery durts
February and March, and iy the month of April, May all types of crops Wet
ransplanted. The fields we; weeded out at least ilxx“ s, ‘

artot
July harvesting started

v ¢e times, and from the lastp
and continued il November.

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



2.2 Mixed Agricu]ture

ntext of Arunachal Pradesh, by the term ‘mixed agriculture’, we mean the
n the C;I(ngricu“”m in which both the Jhum cultivation and the sedentary cultivation
s_\“m‘?&ch by some of the tribes. Tt should not be confused with the type of agriculture
nfc‘lz‘h‘ in\‘.-olvc; crops as well as livestock, The mixed type of agriculture is practised
1\1‘1:;;1" by the Monpas and the ’Shcrdukpcns of the Kameng district. In this arca,
!hm.ct:(ﬂ'(‘,, the pattern of pwncrslup of land also prcscnts two-fold aspects, Land under
permanent cultivation is owned privately while that under shifting cultivation is
communal land. The agricultural operations in these arcas are not easy, The labour
put forth in agriculture is great as the soil is hard and rocky. Private lands are tended
with great care both by the Monpas and by the Sherdukpens, Manuring is resorted to
in all earnestness n order to preserve the fertility of the land.

One mmportant aspect of the agricultural operations of these two tribes is tne
use of wooden ploughs drawn by cattle. In Arunachal Pradesh, traditionally, plough
was used only by four tribes, namely, the Monpas, Sherdukpens, Singphos, and the
Khamptis. Terracing of the private land on the mountain slopes is done with great
care 10 prevent soil erosion and to get level patches as far as the lie of the ground |
permits. The leaves of oak trees are extensively used for making manure. The land is
hardly left fallow and the main crops are wheat and barley in winter and maize in
summer. Millet is grown by the Monpas as Jhum crop.

2.3 Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

Similar to the entire human race, hunting was the earliest occupation of the tribal of

Arunachal Pradesh before they took up agriculture as a permanent means of livelihood;
although, as pointed out earlier, it appears that when the various tribal groups migrated
to this area, they had already leamt the art of cultivation and did not depend exclusively
on hunting. It provided an alternative and supplementary means to the food supply.
During recent times, hunting, despite losing much of its economic importance, had a |
greater social significance. As Dr Elwin has pointed out, *...hunting and fishing is something
more than a search for food: it is a religious activity involving strict taboos; on the
success or failure of a ceremonial hunt will depend the success or failure of the harvest;
the horns of an animal, the bones of a big fish, are hung up in the hunter’s house, and it

2 ~ 3
is a taboo to desecrate them. |

Hunting in the society of Arunlachlal. Pradesh is organized in rwoit?n‘x?s: one

. v “allective a 15 o are

collectively/community and the other 1ndlv‘1duully. (,oll'gv.uuw hunting an {ishing are

art of the tribal life, The time and place of such expedition were usually fixed by the
]Zrillagc councils, since they werc the concern of the village community as a whole.

y . . .

" : g 1 18 ¢ ] ‘ > ey > N I\ \ EVOrV ': )
This {ribal community hunting 1s »«1 1Llnna.m ut'l%m l\.mo'tu past. ll.ll‘nlm\. mevery noe
is supported by traditions and social sanctions. The hunting expeditions were penerally
undertaken during the months of November and December when the harvesting was
over and the people were rather free from agricultural pursuits. Whenever the people
coeeded in killing an animal, 1t was equally distributed amongst themselves. The
succect . e i o I Rt }
apization of group hunting was mf(mufﬂ and was d‘unc with the help of the dogs.
- ve were used for the hunting, Divination was generally undertaken
, such hunting expedition which was carried out only if the outcome of the

R favourable Trapping was another way of catching wild animals, big |
divination WhS ibal various tribes collected good catches from the hidden traps
f;miin, by the tnbal als. A number of these traps were in conumon use and

ere laid by !

org
,POSSOnCd Arrov

or

he individu
which W
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ase. Birds, rats and squirrels were cayg)y

inainle of lever-rele i and gy,
worked on the principle o i i8R Pt : .
“‘“k“” Mpi No individual was allowed to disturb the traps laid down in b
in smaller traps. i

« Thic prerogalive was so strictly adhered to that (}‘1(:'()ffcrl.dcrbhad 0 by gt
by (_w.tl)cw F.ht.s P’_’L .?‘7 One type of trap for big game was fixing of a big log of ‘m':[]
traditional ine M‘.l {T;gi‘“nimnls, When an animal p;lfi.‘;C(l under it, the mechan; 3]
ublol\"lt‘ :llu‘ :’i\;h\\t;‘q“ﬁl\';d gave away and the log fell on the animal. Sm
which the log was Tixed ¢

trap or a falling stone trap Were employed for catchin

LIS
all tranc 1 !
aps, like '
£ Porcunis,.,
bow-ghaped nose | i
hares, squirrels and other animals,

Fiching also plays an important rolf: in l-hc cc;)filov‘nic Iiv;-;; if[;fll(‘.(; ,;fj-r»;';"lc: (‘)f f"”-"w,i,:.:
Pradesh cven today. Fishing 1 dlonc either byvt‘lz. um;m ly ?r ,/ l,lc 'w
Normally speaking, most of the tribes make dznn,s o‘v'u(; '1f,.r}m:|.a ’()‘(,("“}fuf’:'"“g the i,
These dams are made of wood and lmn?bn() and arc, tl::} yrvlt ]. w'l;c.',, ’i'hm(” b{t:iv:»‘; L
used for trapping the fish, Poison, too, 18 Llf,cd by‘J.no_wl of the tri '):-, ['-)’I' caiching fish i,
challow water. It may be noted here that unlike huniting, both men and women p aticipate
in fishing in one way or the other.

It may be noted that most of the tribe‘s smoke and dry the SUrp[.ug catch of the
fish. which is then consumed in the lean period. In fact, ﬁsh 15 such ’dn important s
of food that in past it often led to dispute between the tribes of the hill and the 5.

~ Vialfg

people. The Adis, for instance, claimed an absolute right over all the fish found i f

rivers flowing through their areas; this claim of theirs was even recognized by the
Ahom Government.

n‘/ir};‘.;:;,
)

3 EXCHANGE - FORMS AND ROUTES

We have discussed some of the aspects of trade, trade routes, participation of the pag ole
of Arunachal Pradesh in the trade activities and changes in this practice during tha
British period. More important are the modern researches which are mentions
when consulted will give a comprehensive idea of the same. All these writines clear
prove the notions of ‘isolation of the tribes’, and ‘primitive economy’, inappropriate for

the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. To avoid repetition, we are not discussing the same in

this unit. We begin out discussion here citing Dr Verrier Elwin. In his book 4 Philosopis
Jor NEFA (ltanagar, 1959, pp. 9-10), he has also rightly pointed out that, “The Sherdukpens

and the Akas have, for gener ations, traded with the foothills, and the plains. There is

much inter-tribal commerce in northern Siang. The Monpas, Khambas and the Membas
trade with Tibet, the Tang

| sas with Burma, The Mishimis bring down musk and a febrifiige,
the copris teta (which containg valuable alkaloid berberins) as well as skins, texriles and
baskets 1o barter in the plains.” Amrendra Kumar Thakur in his book Slavery
Arunachal Pradesh (New Delhi, 2003) provides in detail slave trade amony the ribes
of Arunachal Pradesh ang the neighbouring areas. \ )
Pliny, giving an account of India in ¢
Brahmaputra ang expor
of present Arunachal p,
(200 BC) ang Kai Tan (

he 1st century AD, refers to the rivel
tofsilk products from China to Greece through the mountins
adesh and Brahmaputra valley, Chinese SR Chang Kict
8th century AD) described the ancient routes coming through
jgachal and connecting China with the plains of Assam. AL
Bhutan apg Tibet, an I‘;:)?:Tﬂoltl;cl- routes E""Cl‘c opened into China through Bum;]:
Adis, the Njghjg and the M?,; * .lie‘oplc l“f“‘ the plains but also the hill tribes “.l‘;
Commercial contaetg for the 18 11?113 0 particular—were responsible for th-; cart
etrade cartied ouy through their areas. Alberuni, in his P

subsequen, fime, nypy,
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ien in the carly part of the 11th century, also refers to the trade
Hind \m,i Tibet and China. Tabaqat-i-Nasirby Minhajul-Siraj (13th century
CEHASS‘?;;Lu1t of the trade contacts of Assam with Tibet through various
Jhern /b\ssnm. Most of these passes were bound to pass throu gh Arunachal
= f‘,"‘.]; v, Fathfya-1-Ibriyah by Shibabuddin Talish refers to the musk-deer
P sdesh. 511‘1:;“:"5'\-1;‘ the hills inhabited by the Miri and Mishmi tribes, Xinru Liu in her
.«ndkf";:_fg,f' India and Ancient China: Trade and Religious Exchanges Al 1-600)
book 4™

. New Delbi, 1988) also provides information regarding trade items and trade
ol

r"{ ,/)-" -
Al‘ -[?wa

) ui\'k

. 1:((’5 ]n I

wies.
" The tribes used various passes in the Patkai ranges to have access to Burma and
e Choukam Pass was an important pass bgtwccn Assam and Burma. Frorm Sadiya, as
many as five passes served as outlets to China and Burma from upper Assam, among
e the Dipung Pass, Mishmi route and the Phungan Pass were frequented by traders
between China and the present-day Arunachal Pradesh, The passes of Arunachal Pradesh
were also used by the traders of Assam for the purpose of trade, The existence of these
various trade routes, passing through the land of the tribal, inevitably contributed to the
cconomy. The people of Arunachal Pradesh became the partner in the trans-Himalayan

ade carried out between Assam on the one hand and Tibet, China and Bhutan on the
other. :

The Adis carried out trade with their neighbours, the people of Assam in the south
and the Tibetans in the north, Most of this trade was carried out by barter. The Ramos, |
the Bokars, the Shimongs and other Adi clans of the North traded with Tibet in articles |
like, swords, brass bowls, woolen clothes, rock-salt, and beads, These were imported in ’
return of chilies, rice, and colour dyes. Dr T. Nyori has given a detailed account of the
System of trade that was carried out between the Adis and the Tibetans in his work
History and Culture of the Adis. The Adis of the eastern part of Siang had trade
relations with Assam from where they imported salt, utensils, clothes, daos, beads.
COws, goats, woolen yam and exported chilies, ginger, animal skins, elephant tusks, musk,
wax, rubber and other articles.

Trade with Tibet was carried out through Gestreng, Paying, Kaustheng, Niging,
Mangu, Dele, Tungkur Lego Pass and Elling, reaching a place called Nayi Lube in Tibet
where a regular trade market was held. There were other trade routes, which ran from
Gelling via Yortong to Pomed. Another route came through the Mishmi Hills and after
crossing the Abroka pass, reached Karka and Riga villages. In the lower region, there
were a number of trade routes and a number of trading centres were there at places like
Sadiya, Sissi, Dhemaji, and Majorbari. The Adis of Siang followed the trade route from l

Pangin to Pasighat along the right bank of the River Siang and the Adis on the left bank
of this river came through the route from Damroh and Adi Passi area passing througt
Padu, 8illi, Bodak and then crossing the Siang river to Pasighat. In addition to the trade
with Tibet and Assam, trade was also carried out between the Miris and the Adis,

The Akas traded with Bhutan to the north-west and in the south, their trade was

carried out with Assam, Clothing, warm blankets, daos, swords, and stlver ornaiments

— ' ‘ The money was
received from the plains of Assam which was x‘wbmmcd l'm}n scl‘ling HlL"LT\.‘l’ and fowls.
Iron, salt, cotton and silk goods were Ibougm from \hc plains OFAssam. The common
trade route of the Akas was the ‘,“L\“l track \Tluchb\tcnt‘ li\mTu \-kllhlgs‘ J.nn}u l\\‘
Bhalukpung situated at the border of Assam. Large number of Akas visited the plains of

A s@Im through this route.

““P"»"‘“‘d from Bhutan and the payment was made in cash.
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clations with the people of Assar,,

ani had trade T
\e Apatanil of thamcelvae
he Af amongst themselves, from Very

ishis and t ;
Both the Nishie wtribal trade relation

- Bt
i to the INtC ar avEtEM £ NoNey was o
Tibet i dddm(\‘n“lr e was based on bartet u)-““lmlmd ]:) tyde Not useq, Fhe
e The entire trade was _inlee which they exported were hideo . -
times. The €8 of for trade and the articles which they exp ¢ hides, sking

Nishis went to Tib frrom Tibet, they bought wool, blankets, bronze or brasg Vessels
,(\’.4' ’ [] . [0 aH PON'D ‘ock-s: ” g . 13,
alt el e Apatani bartered Tibetan rock-salt, swords gpg ”

agins regularly went to Migytum, a regy)|

musk, rice, salt € el
bells, beads, ponies, Wk, ©8: © 0 L ATirs
-uticlmn[‘Tibclnnmnnulucmlc: i 15, Cane was also exported to Tibet yp; Lﬂdt
‘ k ‘l i Tibet, for the barter of their goods. 14 ) ' F WIICH the,
marketm )

N'(i\ 1S (1 ] > l o I“dl\l J l)(‘.; (.«'J. ()nb Uf“]()ﬁl an()l flnt el “(l](') ()l tr, (l(. V/".

migle
obtained from the naval of musk-deer. . )
os were very much valued by thf:Apatam an V/?IC used on cetemonis
ant item imported from Tibet was the woolen ’CIOthc;j, Tibets,
caps were purchased by the peop]e, The Tagins, 1.
d to wear red coats of wool imported from Tipe;

thf;;

Tibetan d
occasions. Most import ‘
coats. hats and sometimes fur-
instance, bothmen and women use ‘ ‘ ' |

Trade relations existed between the tribes Mishmis and the f_<hampm' with Tibey
as well as with Assam from very early times. Trade was also carried out with By,
The Taraon Mishmis inhabited the Hills from Brghma Kund to ic bgrders of T,ibe" and
they regularly traded with that country. Thg articles they carried with thgm lﬂ?IUdsd
muskpods, hides, skins, furs and various kinds of barks and roots and Mishmi teers
They bought from Tibet, cattle, brass pipes, gongs, woolen goods, copper vessels and
beads ete. Likewise, the Ramans carried on trade with Zayul district in Tibet. Both the
Taraons and the Ramans went in groups across the border to Tibet from time to timz,
Likewise, large groups of Idu Mishmis also traded regularly with Tibet. The Mishmis
exchanged their bih (poison), galtewan (an odoriferous root), manjeet (madder), anc
teetah (a bitter root), for Lama cattle, brass pipes, gongs and copper vessels.

Money was used by the tribals as a means of exchange many a times. Coins fom
Tibet were brought and used for further trade or for making oraments.

In addition to the trade with Tibet, regular trade was carried out by the Mishmis
and the Khamptis as well as Singphos with the plains of Assam. The Mishmis bartered
musk-pods, musk-deer skins, honey, mishmi-teeta, etc., for salt, yam, tools, utensils, stc

Tk,

Thg Mnshmns_ of evenremote area visited the markets at Sadiya and Saikhowa regularly
during the winter season. -

A limited am ; e i . : il
- tradedqux_ltP of trade was camed'out by the Khamptis and Singphos with
Dum w'ith th); e in ;wry, elephants and opium., The Kaman Mishmis also carried on

e of Khampti- i ' !
s b P o mpti-Long in Burma and visited the place. Inter-tmibal trade
arri ona lunited scale. The Mishmis exchanged their oonds w: Singphes
and Khamptis, The Mishmis a] dis 1o whom ey supplad ot
. : als ¥ i i . .
fbrics of v P 50 traded with the Adis to whom they supplied texnle-
inds. Mithuns were supplied to the Mishmi isi

fo cont, g s ¢ Mishnus by the Adis in exchange
y : 5, Dags, etc, Almost entire inter-tribal trade was ' !
arter. The people hagd developed an e} o barter by whoat, sl besds
) ed an elaborate svete 5 i i 1 }
it currenmy an elaborate system of barter in which animal heads

The Nocteg

es and the Wancl Ti

. 10s of the istrict he ‘ ith Upper
mea om very o Sk ¢ Tirap district had trade relations with Uppes
ray P 8 < Q, ¢ 3 1 e o~ . “river
lild.“ ady, altracted g large number oft’l X 1\\/]%3’ big trade centre on the banks of rive!

e : . . ~ 1© C ang .
m:)]: Merchandige fy, exchange or sale ¢ octe and the Wancho traders, who carried
mountaiy wough the passes across the Patkai ranges of

oducts, tea-leaves, salr, beads, ctc., the tribal

) e SIVE ) e . S
& ets, spears, and in some cases, Burmese

. as 0 v 1111 ! g L

) s ron implements ol
garments, O ) : lcmcnts, tishin

™ ['the main i(e
the Singphg and the g i
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" TRODUCTION OF UTILITARIAN ITEMS

srunachal pradesh, the main handicraft items are made up of b
r ; _ - ’ .

g '1 Aal. 1tis an important raw material for tribal artisans, Wool i
n“ c ' ) 4 . 1 A '

| o material. Carpet making and weaving are the other import
raw’ iy

Pcoplc there.

amhoo as a raw
also an important
ant occupations of the

2 4.1 Weaving

Nothing can be said with certainty about how and when the art of weaving started
among the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. In this regard, the myth prevalent among
some of them 1s important; to begin with the discussion on weaving. It is believed that
the ‘Donyi-Polo’ (Sun-Moon God) taught the art of weaving to a female deity. The
deity was prayed by Abotani, the ancestor of the tribe by offering a rich sacrifice.
Being pleased with the sacrifice, the deity appeared in a dream to Abotani’s wifc and
showed her how to weave, Thus, weaving started among a number of tribes of the
central Arunachal Pradesh. The looms which are used by most of the tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh are very simple in their construction and are smaller compared to the looms
used in the other parts of the country. The two little upright sticks of any sort driven
mio the ground, and one loosely tied across the offside, to which the woof was wound,
another similar one being in front and looped to a band, against which the weaver
leaned back to pull it tight. A huge flat paper/bamboo-knife seemed to complete the
arangement; being some four inches wide, it when placed on edge, open out the
strings enough to allow a little ball of thread to pass through,

The Adi women are good weavers and have the colour choice and designs of
their own. There are designs of red and black stripes on white background and whitz
or yeliow stripes on a black background. The traditional Galong cloth is white with
broad rectangular design across the centre. The Padam-Minyong skirt is usually vellow
or crimson with a number of coloured bands. Different shades are achieved by mixing
threads of black with other colours. Dr Elwin has commented that ‘The cross, is so
popular among the Adis as a tattoo mark and as a decorative design on coats imported
from Tibet that Father Krick (who visited them in 1851) supposed that they had once
been converted to Christianity and had relapsed.”’

The Monpa and Sherdukpen women are also very skillful weavers. The
: - R atte red bags with beautiful designs which are
Sherdukpens mainly weave attractive colqmcd l)cags W lt_h beautiful dgflz, s whicharg
called bogire. Influenced by Buddhism, this bogre invariably has a Swastika figure in
the centre around which are woven different patterns such as the eyes of'a vak, pigeons,
- ' ses. the Tibe - : Monpa shawls and coars have
face of a sheep or, in some cases, the Tibetan ﬂag.. The MS L A G
sriety of stylized animals, cleverly suggested with a minunum of lines. The Monpas
a .Vb A : : 1 [ \ > A=) } ’ »
and the Sherdukpens are perhaps the only two tribes who have been influenced by the
outside world in their weaving. The inl\ucm:c of Tibet and l’llv\ulan 15 clean 1.\‘@"\?\‘1“ mn
many of the items produced by these two in thew looms. Mibetan style of dress can
) . ' PR ‘Aantch 1Q Y o 3 3
15ilv be detected in the entire Kameng district, Carpet weaving has been one of the
Cdashiy U " y . y » . °F : 3
.. J e ~ » Marinace for ¢ 3. £ ' ¢ < N NA
most important activity of the Monpas for a long tine ?\““}‘ ~1.l t Kumar Th ‘)‘\\N 1”\'
(i"’l come of thelr features in *Ecology, lc\‘,lmology;md?m leties Of,"\llll\‘l\h.\ll 3 l\}\lmh
studied SOIHE - Zast India History Association, 31 session, Tura, 2010,
in Proceedings of Noith East Ik '

-114, : .
pp.103-11 lso very advanced in the art of weaving and make beautiful
also vor) i

Ly d]“l ith borders skirts and lom cloths, They use indigenous dyes to
1AW IS WITI DOTUCTS, S&

nmlli-colmmzd 5]
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the thread for weaving in yellow, black and red. Cer,teu)nrta‘b‘(‘)os aar.e E‘SSO%M
e th_lca‘& e, For instance, womern must not weave -01 sometime afiey an
with Apatant “:C;m,lnb"p- death or after the community rites in order 10 avoid g,
s SHCHHC?’ 'a"'l(:”l’héKNyishis are also expert in wea ving; it may be mentiope
o that qui hblzglvl; ;1'11icwtlx1t. of cotton is grown by thexp. 'I"he fubrlc_s used by the
o “}(“ gy F( »es, namely cotton fibre and the indigenous fibre made of
N.\'iShlS_v“f&“ ofll\\iim}c,i]lil’s used, made of bamboo, for the preparation of yam frgpy,
ik th ‘Iqt'mi dyes are prepared from crecpers and local plants,
atc 3 th

displeasure of t

vegel b A
softon. Like the Ap ne
mnoﬂThc looms :nsed by the Khamptis are slightlyl Iurgfr in sx;.c c’omp'?lf-]c(‘] to N&-h‘)s'e
-d by other tribes of Arunachal Pradesh, bu.t }hc basic (JC.sl.gll 1§ the Sd‘r}lc.‘ ’lf, Mishinis
“‘f‘“l o expert weavers and produce beautiful clothes with nc}x designs. They malke
t]:ft:l;o\\krlu{; are of remarkable artistic and cu lturall value afu.i dlslpklly, v.v’m‘l}?n? rfgh-ip of
a very higher order. The Mishmis mostly produce loin anfi waist ¢ (l)t 15_', Jic.h r';t;, d.px ons,
coats. shawls, skirts, bands, belts, etc. Natural dyes are u?e'd for co ?un' mfi{ t € 1b%e_ The
Singpho women are also very expert in the art of weaving z‘md't b1€1r S ins ar% often
woven in large broad horizontal bands of red and blue. Most valuable Specimens o fthe
weaving of the Singphos are turbans and handbags, besides other clothes of daily use,

The Tangsas are very skillful in the art of weaving and thei%' women prloduce
hand-bags of diamond cut designs, bags of mixed colours and'sklrts woven in re‘d,
white, black and blue colours. They also use geometrical pafterns in making ceremonial
dresses, which show their artistry and skill in weaving. Amongst the Wanchos, weaving
is confined only to the families of the chief, who display a keen sense of colour
combinations and designs. In addition to the dresses of daily use, the Wancho women
produce cotton blankets and sashes. Contrary to most of the tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh, regarding the practice of weaving, the Noctes did not develop the same. The
art of weaving was not popular among them in the past. The clothes of various types
from Assam and other neighbouring areas were easily exchanged from salt produced
by the Noctes. Salt was the most sought after commodity. This aspect has been explained
by Amrendra Kumar Thakur in his article ‘Salt: Source and Struggle in Arunachal
Pradesh’, Proceedings of North East India History Association, 30" session, Nagaon,
2009, pp.124~136 in detail. Thus, weaving was practiced by almost all the tribes of

Arunachal Pradesh with exceptions. Generally it was the exclusive domain of the women
of the societies.

4.2 Cane and Bamboo Work

;F}:)e cafnle and baml')go work is practiced throughout Arunachal Pradesh by every single
ribe o lf e galc. Initially, the cane and bamboo were natural forest products, subsequently
’.I' ‘east ¥ C Y : -

erown 1or mcreasing personal and commercial usages, Being natural in product the

Cane an 00 have bee n materi (
ﬁ:m.[ .d‘bambi).o havc': been common matenals to be used for the construction of dwelling,
iture, utensils, bridges and other necessities of daily life
The Adis like most of (he {ri
st ® 1;;311:35[ lc;i lh: tribes of Arunachal Pradesh have been making their
. § Cty ol baskets, haversacks ~ b *diffs
BT e ,They 3/]50 mmb :l, 'h(léu b?Ck.\, bamboo jugs, and cane hats of different
. 8. ¢ ade shields of cape sed i arfare,”
e e e cane (o be used in the warfare, The Apatail

as well as bambe : . .
b _— ¢ 00. A wide variety of cane. oo aler :
¥ themn. Cane and bamboq are 1o be found in p| ety of cane-belts are also made

widely useq by them, Bamboos of dj (Ter plenty m the Nyishi area and as such, ar¢
WALeT, Mugs for carrying g, 1;10 Cttierentkinds are used for making vessels for bringing
pipes for smoking fromy bLamb ceping beer, spoong and plates. They also make tongs and

00. These two iteimsg are also used for making weapons for
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o For the Nyishis as well as the Apatani, a bag of cane for carrying food
ase. T re 3 . -F
wer and Chﬁicm are also made of cane. The Nishi women use vari

ther artivt+
and €

cuch as tight-ankle bands and rings.
of cant

In the Lohit district, cane and bamboo work is an mpo

yets of different sizes are made of bambGo‘for the purposes of agriculture, fishing,
Ba;ting and domestic use. Most of the utensilg and containers are made of cane or
EZmbOOv The basket commonly used by women is hexagonal in shape, round at the
mouth and nearly rectangu'lar at th_e bottom. Another finely woven basket of twilled
pattern is used as food-grain container. Winnowing fans for husking rice and baskets

for storing grains are strongly made with bambag splits. Smoking pipes, bows and
arrows are also made of cane and bambog,

The Noctes, Wanchos and the Singphos are ex
They mainly produce bamboo hats,

QUS Ormaments made

rtant household industry,

pert in cane and bamboo work.
jugs, trays, tea-cups, containers, mats, baskets
and a number of other items. Utensils and other articles such as raincoats, leggings,
armlets efc., are also made of cane and bamboo. The Noctes make bambeo rain-
shields, sticks and spears fringed with dyed goat’s hair and helmets and hatg of fine
cane strips. The Tangsas make baskets of open hexagonal form called salq;. The mats

made by the Wanchos were greatly demanded by the people of Assam in the past. The
neck-laces made out of grass by the W

ancho women depict their fine or
In the Tirap district, all the tribes ma

aftsmanship,
ke morhas or ¢
their house,

ane stools as furniture item for

As amatter of fact, the art and industry of the tribal people find a vivid expression

through their fine work in cane and bamboo, which is of high arlistic and utilitarian
value. Daos and swords are fitted with beautifully woven bamboo and cane handles
byall the tribes. In agriculture, bamboo is

used for fencing and for making handles of
spades, axes and dibbles, Poisonous bamboo is used for making traps for large animals,
Cane and bamboo is also used for tying, making of strings and ropes and for decoration,
The cane and bamboo work was practiced in such a large scale by the tribes of
Arunachal that even the Akas, the Mijis and the Buguns, who developed no other
craft, practiced it extensively. Though metals and plastic utensil have made inroads
into the socictics cane and bamboo products are still popular and most of the time

they are not the items of daily use but also part and parcel of rites and rituals and the
cultural life of the people of Arunachal Pradesh,

4.3 Smithy

Smithy, either in iron or silver, was popular among the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh,
Though the use of iron in plough was not popular, its use in other a gricultural implements
and weapons was common. Most of the iron which was required for the purpose was
brought from the plains of Assam and also from Tibet, except the Singhpho-Khampti
area where iron ore was not only available but also the tribes had the technology to
covert the ore into pig iron and refashioning it into weapons especially daos. The tools
used by the blacksmith were crude and primitive, but they served the purpose very well
The Adis were expert in this crafi and produced small knives, daos, swords, spears,
arrowheads, cte. Air was pushed to the hearth through a bamboo piston placed in these
two tubes. The Nyishis had amongst them skilled craﬁsn'len. They. made ('laos, knives,
etc., and had earned a good reputation for their work: Their professnonavl.sk.xl'l\%avc fthlesp
workers a special recognition and peoplle? went to ‘thelr. hoxltses to ge; ;gﬁgezl :;; :Lsn: C; ::;-
requirement. The Apatani smiths, in addition to the iron implement, p
as ornaments.
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. ~Lsmiths who forged a great number of
ishmis had their own blacksmiths W . , N
kni Tﬁmxﬁifnﬁzaﬁe;mey depended on other tribes and nearby plaing for the;
hves a - ’

o s0-pipes were general
silver ornaments and articles. The silver tobacco-pipe g ly made py t}
S ) ¢

Galos. The slaves of the Khampti masters wete expert and renowned for extracyio,,
. L . < U

g - - the masters worked in silver. The societ foron.
mil_wra}s -and sn:g 1(1):1%111221[;:[ {J(')lzzgviilg,phos understood the smclh';?g of‘jl-o{] and psllo di;gj
telf:zm:t}ﬁ?:»ﬁamm;s for their temper and d“mbilit}’- 111 11.1‘ay .b? melﬂristlp g o note they
' e of the tribes, such as the Singphos and the Mishmis .we e ;qjm in Making (h,
Tl?ilzzle-loading gun. Amongst the Alfas, the w'eap ons req; 1\1}v eﬁd‘:};l _tjblm we Irc‘ pr Uﬁllice(l
locally but the silver ornaments which th‘e women usfa' L wer fvmc 'C‘l‘n t)c,' plains of
Assam. Various Gazefteers published s0 .tar and the w1 mngs.od :mu Elwin provide
us valuable information on this aspect of tribes 91’Amnachal l?la esh. Amrendra Kying,
Thakur in his works ‘Technological Progress in Pre-Colonial {:rtxna(r‘llal Prad'esh: An
Overview’ in Proceedings of the Indian History C.’ongres's, 6§ Sesspn, Del‘hl, 2006,
pp. 797-808, ‘Technology of the Tribes of Northeast India v.nth Special Reference tg
Arunachal Pradesh’ (op.cit.) and ‘Metal Culture in P.re—ColgmalArunac.hal Pradesh’, in
Proceedings of North East India HistozyA'ssocianon, 29" session, Dibrugarh, 2903,
pp. 260-68 has discussed the developments in metal works and metallurgy also provides
detailed discussion on the same.

IS
of

- 4.4 Pottery

Due to clay type, durability and climatic conditions the potteries were not very popular
among the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. If the wheel turn ones were popular in the very
limited areas of the foothills (Nakshaparvat and Bhishmaknagar) the other type beating
and heating was prevalent in most of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. B. Tripathy in his
article ‘Ancient Potteries and Traditional Potters Craft in Arunachal Pradesh’,
Proceedings of North East India History Association, 22nd session, Tezpur, 2001,
pp. 83-92 has given the details of the developments in the field of potteries in arcas of
Arunachal Pradesh. The Adis used earthen pots called kamya pichi which were made
from a particular type: of clay called takam. The Nyishis had a device of making earthen
pots through a crude process of drying and baking lumps of clay. These pots made by
the Nyi§his were used only for cooking and were bartered for cereals or fowls. The
Apatani }{avc? a tradition of making attractive claymodels of animals which were used
%Sat;ﬁ g;%illtlfgantllz, pottery amongst the Apatani was confined to the village of Michi
e o’n o :lllcs i31: Eﬁf})}/ ;0 icjjenam clan. 'In the Nocte area, eqrthen ware vessels were
inthe neighbouring villages )l/“h ages of Laju,.Dadam and Kheti and .hﬂd a good dcm;l}(?
was slow. but the ages. Hhe lnanufa.cmnng' process was; labouring and the progress
) pots made by them were quite remarkable. The Monpas, Khambas

and the Membas used to male ;
ake images of Lord B PP vessel.
It must be noted here that i g uddha out of clay in addition to vess

1€ craft of weavi > craft of as exclusivel
pursued by the women, Ing, the craft of pottery was exclusively

4.5 Wood Carving and Carpentry

Despite rich forests having a v
and the art of carpentry is ratt
found it more easy to work in
WeIE not very easily

mainlytg meet thejr |
and S}

:%nery Of;woods, the use of wood in the household articles
1er iax'e 1 Arunachal Pradesh; may be because the tribal
s require‘ ) EW triba| Societies had carpenters who workeq
ced ca Ments. A few of the Buddhist tribes like the MOnP#

4fPentry and used wood for making doors, boxes, tables:

avail
1008
rerdukpens praeg;
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saddles etc., for their use. The Wanchos, Noctes and the Tangsas also had
"S- e * ' Sy "
bench® ﬁ,m(m-s amongst them who made fairly good doors, shelves and windows for
so]‘“(’ Ca PREN -

- houses. The other tribes had very little interest in wood and it Was rarely used by
Ih(‘“‘ 1L , h S

e,
" Some of the trbes of the area, though not very outstanding in carpentry, d
the art of wood-carving which was of a remarkable quality. This art was popular and
was used as a part of their culture by a number of tribes, in particular, the tribes influenced
by Buddhism. The Monpas and the Sherdukpens carved differest kinds of masks and
p:aimcd themdifferently with colours which they obtained cither from the plains of Assam
or from Tibet. The Khambas, Membas and the By guns also carved wooden masks. The
Khampus made embossed shields and were fond of masks illustrating the temptations of
Lord Buddha and other themes. Their finest work, however, was their carving of images
of Lord Buddha. The Singphos also practiced the art of wood-carving and their priests

were their leading crafismen. They carved twisted snakes, dragons and other monsters
onwood.

eveloped

The finest and most outstanding work in wood-carvin g is done by the Wanchos,

and the Nocte tribes. Amongst these tribes, wood-carving had been associated with
their custom of Head-Hunting and the human head dominates almost everything that
is made in wood by them. They made tobacco pipes with the bowl shaped and carved
i the shape of a head; drinking mugs were made
and so on. These tribes of Tirap mostly used the wood of a local tree called Pangmou.
The tools which they used were the dao, axe, chisel, saw and hammer. The Wanchos
also carved the main pillars of the roof and the horizontal beam running across the
front of their morungs with a fantastic rarity of designs representing animals and

birds. Dancing couples, monkeys, tigers or frogs eating the moon, elephant etc. were

commonly carved out. Many carvings were concerned with some sort of embrace.

and the dancing couples were shown with their hands on each other’s thighs. The art

of wood- carving was also associated with mortuary rituals amongst these ribes. and |

this form was generally crude.

having warriors carved on them,

- 4.6 Miscellancous Handicrafts

The paper-making crafi, known to the Mo‘npas, Was a very significant technological |
progress in Arunachal Pradesh. The details of the same is provided by Amrendra |
Kumar Thakur in his article *Indigenous Paper in Pre-Colonial Arunachal: A Study on
Manufacturing, Trade and other Usage’ in Proceedings of Noyeh East India I |
Association, Silver Jubilee Session, Shillong, 2005, pp. 255 4. The Khamptis and ;
Singphos did some carving on ?\"fify. h\f"“s “'““l b\"“t‘ﬁ- Amongst the S_mgphm this |
carving work was done by the religious priests. ”‘f" Wanchos "“‘“df fl‘lk‘lklld arnaments 5
of ivory, bone, horns, etc. and all these w ere often carved. The Sigphos, and on 4 {
limited scale, the Wanchos, produced tea trom the wild tea plants that grew in their ’
area.

|
)
!

.
story |

!

The Noctes are the ()!\l)’ tribe in Arunachal which I)IOLhN\.‘ silt “Fun [“g‘ bnne !

lls and springs found in the region. This salt was even supplied to the plains ot el

WEILLL antd o o | : ‘ & ‘ 5 QfAss

d at times, the plam’s people depended entirely on the salt produced by lhxif\\htu_ In l
<o0P8 y l ' azelle Vstrice, Wi s of'S.
(\ arious Proceedings of North East India, Gazetteers of Tirap 1 1.\;1 lul. l%:mi\ U tt\
¢ o | S . Whete i Amrendra Kr Thakur the

ara) Sing ' hetoan Khete and - :
g clarioy s ey \ | of salt have been highlighted. Some |
| de an ale for the control of salt have been tughitiy
manufacturing, rade and struggle tor the ¢ |

‘ . i \ U L O dEUN IS
S 2 ‘ \ NICTIRN l‘\X l JAL

W QLSCUNCU L \
(th(/‘ (1L‘ ”l on lhl\ -.\‘ \,\,l Nave ‘ { ) | 3 ) \I \ \ I
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Jonial Arunachal Pradesh’, Resartn, Vol. 36 (g

“Technology Aided Trade it Pre-Co :
X;l;ea: ]Sri)oe;igﬂylssuc Directorate of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh), Jtap Agar

2011-12,pp. 7-14.

5 PATTERN OF LAND OWNERSHIP

o)

In accordance with the environmental conditions, the tribals cvolye@ their own methods of
which can be divided into three categories pamely: sluﬂmg or Jhum, pc‘rm;, nent
or sedentary and mixed type of agriculture. Accordingly, the ownership of land v_a.ned from
tribe to tribe depending upon the type of agriculture followed by them. Tho?:e n.1bes which
practiced Jhum cultivation and those which had taken to regular settled cultivation, would,
naturally have rather different systems of the ownership of land.

In the case of Arunachal Pradesh, we can consider the ownership of land under
three broad categories, 1.¢., the land owned by the village, the land oyvl.led by the clan
and the land owned by the individual. In the areas where the shifting method of
agriculturc was followed, all the land as a principle belonged to Fh.e clan or the village.
Inthese cases, there was, first the area established by the old traditions and agreements
with the neighbouring village, which was regarded as belonging to the village as a
whole. It should be mentioned here that in the past, villages used to be co-existent
with single clan in Arunachal. All the members of the village were concerned to
preserve the boundaries of the land belonging to them which were clearly marked by
streams, hills or big trees. The tribal did not generally erect artificial boundaries for
everyone knew exactly where they should be.

Almost every village was originally settled by the members of a single clan,
who cleared the forests and endured all the hardships. Therefore, the members of this
particular clan became the owners of land cleared by them and the title of which
passed on to their male descendants. As per the tradition, the subsequent settlers,
especially those belonging to other clans, were regarded as tenants on the land, though
in actual practice they lived as the {ull members of the village community. However,
the new settler, especially when he was not of the founder clan, was entitled only to
use the Jand as long as he resided on the spot; he could not transfer his holdings to his
own descendants without the permission of the village council, and should he go
elsewhere, his land would return to the village as a whole. In this manner, a sort of
individual ownership of land was established within a comnmnal framework of ownership.
Each family acquired the rights over the plot of land which it had cleared initially, and in
course of time, each had a number of plots in different parts of the general village area.

agriculture,

Itis important to mention here that no land revenue or tax of any kind was paid
for the extension of cultivation into the land held in common by the village, nor the
E?? 'seit‘tler was required to pay anything. In other words, land was almost free of cost;
ofltilmf act, thlcre was a considerable investment of time and human labour in every toot

¢ 10rest cleared. i i o bl -
d. The rights of the tribal people over the Jhum land were recognized

by the Government of India through three JThum Land Regulations, passed during 1947-

8. These regulations gave t i i \
48. 1 e the tr ¢ ig ' '
which was defined asalll 1¢ tribal population absolute right over their Jhum land,

have a customary right ?s*ibuln’:‘:{il Eﬂy rxlflnl?er or 1}1e.mbers ofa village or community
clearing jungle or grazing life- stock y”’“ﬁ'dllb of shifling cultivation, or to utilize by
ool b ,Al ﬁ i e-? oc ,hlo.\,-;ded that such a village or cormumunity is in @

+ Avillage or cominunity was considered to be in permanent location
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if it always remained in a specific location, although the whole oy 4
- ¢

. . . AN ar‘( a 4
migrate from time to time in different locations wi) part of it might

unthe specified areas,
The only example of settled regular cultivation of |

perhaps the Apatani community, which confine
a very strong sense of private ownership of land. Cultivable agricultural land in the
Apatant community was and even is, com

inity pletely privately owned. Dy C. Yon
Haimendorf, writing in 1944 has pointed out

. that the Apatani influence and social
status depended largely on his property in land. ‘Land is the source of wealth and all

other and less permanent possessions are mainly valued as a means of acquiring
more land.” The Apatani are very meticulous in caring for their land compared to the
rest of the tribes of the state, may be because they have a very limited area under
them. They do not leave even an inch of land unused. [t i barren
it may be used for another purpose. Cultivable |

and in Arunachal Pradesh is

dina comparatively small area, evolved

for one purpose,
and is acquired by an individual
mamly by inheritance from his ancestors or by purchase or by developing the forests.
In addition to the private land, there is common village or clan land meant for burial,
grazing, religious ceremonies ctc. The territories of the village are well demarcated
by natural features. N. C. Roy and P. K. Kuri in the book Land Reforms in Arunachal
Pradesh, (Classical, New Delhi, 2001) also provide us information regarding the
land ownership pattern in Arunachal Pradesh.

6 IMPACT OF THE BRITISH RULE

British rule had very little impact on the isolated, self-sufficient, in terms of economy
and militarily uncontrollable tribal people.

6.1 Post-colonial Economic Conditions

The establishment of the British rule in northeast India changed the cconomicv life of the
people of this region and cracks began to appear in the conventional ec.onomlc' system.
The impacts over frade practices and posa system have already becq dx;cussea in oth;r
units. The discovery of tea plant in Assam proved to be a lum.ing pointin t?e economic
history of the entire region. Added to the tea-plant were l’hg discoveries of coal and the
presence of minerals of oil as well as other minerals which ac.ided fo the c%‘onomx‘g

viability of the region. The spread of the tea gardens to thc.foothxlls of Assam oordcrs‘,.
however, demanded that the inroads of lhe. tribal on the plains checked and the manner
of the collection of Posa should be regularized.

In certain cases, this money was saved and used for production activities by the
1 d : ' - Ca NELS o % {
i { Arunachal Pradesh. The Mishmis used to purchase cattle trom the mung.l\ rhiu
Ulmbo 4 Tn most of the cases, however, after the establishment of the British rule the
they saved. ik ’

. money was used o purchase fluxury items’ ;mﬁl was not at ;}ll ‘ll.\}c,\l‘\‘\l ‘ths'
b‘-‘rP.‘U“’ ?l-u'”(lt/'jn'ncrxlwln The tribal spent this money on Enghish yam, l*xu.glnl'\ gmllu‘x_\,
tl‘::{‘;‘”:';{“ ul;d \l'xu biggest source of dram was opium. It h.‘l\‘ l)c{\{u. ;:lo\x‘ll\\(:xll ;:l\tlli:::
()pmul constituted an important item \)i‘l)\ll\tll{lbc b‘y ll»]g tribal lu;m Tk\[n‘h ‘ »\‘-P“““ o
o tioned that i one year at the trade fair at Sadiya, Hw‘\«f ume ¢ . ‘\ e
]’d-‘: :fnTI":‘- tribal amounted 10 230,300.00. Many tribesien of this area becamg addic
out to the :

(o opium during the colonial pe: 0d.,

i i 1 eave opuiim o
During the carly years of their rule over Assam, the British oflen gave of .
[ v . » 17 § . \ » ',”l\'“ QNS
het 1bi Is as Incwnl SO as to muake them addicted to i, S 1. Peal, tor mstanee
the tribats as § A
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ady, ‘complained to me.... llietl the Nats, or ¢
ains. so I gave hera little present of opiun and departe -
s seers of Akbaree opitin as political gift by an agreene,,
Dalton reported in 1852 that: *Of late they (Adis) |
added opium to their crops, and the use oflhc.(h‘u}!, is "f‘l)jf]'?’ spreading amongst thern,*
The Khamptis got somuch nsed to taking opium lhat‘.I. f“,rlfﬂ had to adinit in 1893 thay
4 small proportion of the K hamptis are abstamners fn?m lhlij; drug.” The use of
ally became widespread and to some extent the tribes of Arunachal Pradesy,
} Pagoda Trade’ carried out by the colonial rulers. While the

ent to China, a portion of it was sold in the nor.-

fhat while on a visitto Tirap district, one l
spirits, (o mented her withp
The Adis were also piven [wi

dated 3th Nov. 1862, Capt. 1ave

only,
opium gradu
became parmers n the
major portion of Indian Opiim was s
castern states. NEFA being new of l
by the British, became new of the major sources
and prevented any cconomic development as such.
In the year 1884, the value of the opium sold to the tribal amounted to 730,300

This opium t-radc, as mentioned carlier, had many negative impacts on the econoray
as well as the social life of this area. Economically, it became the biggest source of
arain of wealth from this region. Further, mostly through these trade fairs, the tribal
cconamy became linked up with the economy of the outside world. The valuable
tribal rc::ource.s such as rubber, madder, Mishmi Tita, timber, etc., were largely saught
after by the outsiders in these fairs and the tribal lost their natural resources rapidly
without having been adequately paid for them. In no case, the money earned from the

le of these items was used for further economic investment. There can be no denial
ontact on the tribal economy was

e, this opium trade introduced and encouraged
of the economic drain from this ares

sa
of the fact that the overall impact of the colonial ¢
definitely injurious to the lives of the tribal people. Low scale consumensm began o
make its presence felt in the society; individual interests became more important than
the group interest or the community interest; acquiring more wealth became an
individual passion. All this led to the creation of inequalities in the society and the
surplus wealth generated through the trade with the outs ide world got concentrated in
2 few hands. There was no marked improvement in the standard of living of the
people.

The Inner Line Regulation of 1873 must be mentioned here, whichalso affected
the economy of this area. The details of the Inner Line System and its impact have
be«:.n studied in the unit concemed. Here, however, it is important to mention that the
niain motive behind the Inner Line was the protection of the British trade and the Imperial
interests. Another econoniic aspect of this Regulation, which was to become evident
much later, was that the outside investment was totally discouraged in Arunachal Pradesh
gnd the state was deprived of the technological advances that qe:lcmllv follow the ourside
‘“]Wilm_.’cm"Thel colonial government, as already said, was never interested in introducing
;rr‘j é Li‘;‘)‘ ]‘Z']J]ldlllr':sb 1 Ll\dwi fl(; (tj)vqal)l 1'1¢sull was that not only did the economy of Arunacha l‘
the state were exploited in udltliliilil(illl:)elixlillo:]-lfll {)u 1-0('{7 nﬁmch U[- IR nATurR l. resources o
to the impact of colonial rule tha(-mc ec(:“(":% f.> \Lg“]!ll-ﬁ'll'ldl‘l social ‘cllms_ Itis lé\l'gc‘l,\.' due
partamong the (nbal, became more un ort"nnlL :’L"“;!'\icu\uul.]s‘ witoh playeda wmm}‘d
almost everywhere inArunachal Pra ipi B (R SHE TGRS Shem o1 e

¢ AUCs].

ACTIVITY
Make n.cullagc of Arunachal Pradesh
occupations, food, ele,

——e.
———

» showing the people, dress, cultre,
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/ Db You Know

arunachal Pradesh, mean’mg“Land of the Rising Sun,’ long has been a
recognized region of the Indian subcontinent, receiving mention in such
ancient Hindu literature as the Kalika-purana and the epic poems
Mahabharata and Ramayana. Formerly known as the North East Frontier
Agency (from the British colonial era), the area became the Indian union
erritory of Arunachal Pradesh in 1972, and in 1987 it became an Indian

state. The region, however, has been the subject of an ongoing sovereignty
dispute between India and China.

Lo

27 SUMMARY

[n this unit, you have leamnt that:

¢ Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of Arunachal Pradesh. Most
of the state land is covered with dense and rich forests, So forest products and
industries, based on forest products are the lifeline in the state and provide
income and employment to a large number of people.

* Most of the industries in the state are centered round forest products such as

timber, veneer and plywood. In addition to forest-based industries, there are
tea, cement and petrochemical industries.

» Shifling cultivation known as Jhum, which means collective farming, occupies the
central position in Arunachal Pradesh, in the field of agriculture, This is the type
of cultivation that is still popular with majority of the people in the area since
earlicr days,

e Land ownership pattern in Arunachal Pradesh is by and large communal but
there is private ownership as well. However, there are no records of rights in
the state. No survey and settlement has ever taken place in Arunachal Pradesh.

e The present role of land records is limited, in the sense that there are no land
records in the state. Nor is there any law dealing with the land matters.

* The existing land record administration at various levels is rather weak. There

is lack of trained revenue officers who could carry out land management and
revenue administration,

o The present role of the revenue functionaries is extremely limited. Extremely
meager revenue duties are performed by the Deputy Commissioners and by
officers like Assistant Commissioner and Circle Officer posted under their control.

e Only a handful of technical personnel like surveyors, supervisors, Kanungos;

Mandals and chainman are posted in the district headquarter who cannot cope
with either rural or urban survey.

o Onthe basis of this discussion, we can conclude that the traditional economic life

of people of Arunachal Pradesh was developed and developed further during the
pre-colonial period.

e However, during the colonial period the British policy adversely affected the people
of Arunachal Pradcsh.
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Vg KEY TERMS

w > N
“A: The North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) (formetly the North-Eag,
o It‘lElu-.\.~ '[‘-]:-‘ts) wﬁs—one of the political divisions m'Bn’ush @dna and later the
f{mmi:llic ;Hﬁdi" i1l 1972, when it became the Union Territory of Arunachg]
epu . ’

Pradesh. il T .
Non plan expenditure: Consists of Revenue and Capital Expenditure o
o Non pi | s

interest payments, defence expenditure, subsidies, postal deficit, police,
interest pay 2y =¥ ic sector enterpriscs : as
sensions, economic services, loans (o public sector enterpriscs and loans ag
" 11 8 g; wts to State governments, Union territories and foreign governments,
well as gri

e Remunerative: Financially rewarding; lucrative

o Hoe: A long-handled gardening tool with a thin metal blade, used mainly for
weeding and breaking up soil | |

o Jhum cultivation: A local name for ‘Slash and Burn’ agriculture practiced by
the tribal groups in the north-eastern states of India like Arunachal Pradesh

e Neolithic: Of, relating to, or denoting the later part of the Stone Age, when
ground or polished stone weapons and implements prevailed

o Dibble: A pointed hand tool for making holes in the ground for seeds or young
plants

e Fallow: Cultivated land that is not seeded for one or more growing seasons

¢ Singhpho: One of the powerful tribes living in plains and hills of Assam has tl?e
glorious story to tell about their deep-rooted eco-social and cultural aspects in
greater Assamese national life,

o Apatani: Tribal group of people living in the Ziro valley in the Lower Subansiri
district of Arunachal Pradesh.

o Sherdukpen: An ethnic group related to both the Aka and Monpa

¢ Khampti: A sub-group of the Shan people found in the Sagaing Division, Hkamt
District in northwestern Burma as well as Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh.

9 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

L. The use of iron became popular only after the British rule in the Nostheast India,
i the principal tools for agricultural operations.

2. Most of the tribes of this area, with the exception of the Apatani and to some
extent t.hg: Monpas and the Sherdukpens, followed the cyclic method of shifling
cultivation, called Jhum cultivation.

3. Animportant featyre ofthe Jh

nimp tin, practiced by the tribal people was that instead
of rotation of the crops, the f

lelds were rotated.
4. Sedent i 2 1S practiced i
-md;g:(“yt i gulcullum 1§ practiced in one place by asettled farmer in which felds
are rotate he The | ‘(v .
e c‘alu.. The ()l.lly tribe in entire Arunachal Pradesh which pursues this
1ethod of agricultyre jg the Apatan tribe
5. According to Christoph von Fiirer-H

Gt o o ( aimendorf, the cornersione of Apatani
agriculture jg (}e cultivation of rica on | : o

Irigated terraces.
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6. Amrendra Kumar Thakur in his book Slavery in Arunachal Pradesh (New

Delhi, 2003), provides in details the slave (rade among the tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh and the neighbouring areas.

7. Chinese writers Chang Kien (200 BC) and Kai Tan (8th Century AD) described

the ancient routes coming through the castern parts of Arunachal and connecting
China with the plains of Assam,

. The Adis of the castern part of Siang had trade rel

ations with Assam from
where they imported salt, utensils, clothes, daos, beads, cows, goats, woolen

yam, ete., and exported chilies, ginger, animal skins, clephant tusks, musk,
wax, rubber, cte,

- In Arunachal Pradesh, the main handicrafl items
raw material. Tt is an important raw m
important raw material,

arc made up of bamboo as 2
aterial for tribal artisans, Wool is also an

10. The traditional Galong cloth is white with broad rectan

gular design across the
centre.

11. The Sherdukpens mainly weave attractive coloure

d bags with beautifu design
which are called bogyes.

n

2. In the Lohit district, cane and bamboo work is an important household ind

lustry. |
. . i
13. The Noctes, Wanchos and the Singphos are expert in cane and bamboo work. |

14. In accordance with the environmental conditious, the tribal evolyed their own |
methods of agriculture, which can be divided into three categories namely: |

- . . - i
shifting or Jhum, permanent or sedentary and mixed type of agriculture. |

15. In the case of Arunachal Pradesh, we can consider the ownership of land uncer

three broad categories, Le., the land owned by the village, the land owned by
the clan and the land owned by the individual

16. The only example of settled regular cultivation of land in Arunachal Pradesh is
perhaps the Apatani community, which confined in a comparatively small area,
evolved a very strong sense of private ownership of land.

17. The establishment of the British rule in northeast Indija ch

life of the people of this region and cracks beg
economic system,

anged the economic
an to appear in the conventional

1&. The discovery of tea plant in Assam proved to be

a turning point in the ecopomic ,
history of the entire region,

19. Opium was the most disastrous item purchased by the tribals.

10 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions |
I. What do you understand by non-plan expenditure?
2. What is Jhum cultivation? | o ietion?
3. What are the stages that mark the L\gl'l\‘lllllllitlVUI’\"' lons n.

4. Name (he principal crops grown by the Aptani. 1

5. Define the term mixed agriculture, Sar
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Long-Answer Questions

) ¢ > < o PR 5., ’
agriculture and supplementary cconomy of Arunachal Pradeg),

1. Writec anoteon the

{ y al » Al o
> Jilaborate on the various formns and routes of excliange.
4 AL J

1 pExplain the processes involved in the pmdncti(m(;l'ulilimri;mH(:m';in/xrun;,ghal
3. Ex 840!
Pradesh.

4. Describe the patiern ol land ownership in Arunachal Pradesh.

5 What was the impact of the British rule on the traditional economy of Arunzchi
) 8 ol J

Pradesh?
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UNIT 5° TRADITIONAL RELIGION

AND SOCIETY
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0 INTRODUCTION

To understand the traditional and religious aspects of Arunachal Pradesh, it is important
to understand their religion. The concept of religion has been enriched by scholars working
on the aspects of sacieties all over the world as well as religion across ages. The Oxford
Advanced Learner s Dictionary provides us different meanings of the term religion,
suchas: 1. Beliefin the existence of a god or gods, who has or have created the universe
and given man a spiritual nature which continues to exist after the death of the bady;
2. Particular system of faith and worship based on such a belief 3. Controlling influence
on one’s life; something one is devoted or committed to. To the German philosopher,
Kar] Marx, ‘Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of heartless world,
just as it is the spirit of a spiritless situation. It is the opium of the people.” American
novelist and naturalist, Theodore Dreiser, said: ‘Tf I were personally to define religion, [
would say that it is a bondage that man has invented to protect a soul made bloady by
circumstances.’

The Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology (Routle.d_.ae, London,
2002) provides a comprehensive development in the studies of religion and ‘(hc
conceptual development of the same. The nincteenth gcntury kl.llthl‘op‘ovloglsis
considered religion as often opposed to science, and plulccd in an c‘-zu‘l}cr positionas a
universal model of human evolution. The developmentin the smn‘ly ol religion is seen
among the 20th century anthropologists. They l‘l'c‘t:(.l themselves t}()n‘nn tlu u o\lpllk u:n.l\:(
assumption of the earlicr scholars and studied rcllgm.n ﬁ_""”,‘ the ‘k?}r;pj‘k[m ]L ,[m‘; “1
called ‘primitive religion”. French sociolngist,. l)uvlq l:nnlpl ‘l)m‘ .;g.’xl:n‘ T:[,[;h ‘\::‘
upon ‘ritual as a kind of collective action n \;v‘hlch.socu:tl_\)’ L-T[k.i:\‘: i:.!\m“:n R
transcendent power over its individuulmcmbcl:s : ll'wVl-\:.-“;;)f'ml:[u:i:;]Qf(l\c thm.l.;
the ‘functionalism’; from the middle of the twentieth century, u ¢ « sociology of rligiat.
shified from functionalism to Max Weber’s .etl)proalvh o.l chnlpji;‘f“ :k:l:\\ | hmn;: \ u-l:; -
Amnerican anthropologist, Clifford Geertz, 15 levso Impol (flfllll( xL-’\tme e lunu~las~linu
is a system of symbols which acts to establish powynh‘x 'tl'?u, );\ e Ut‘;\_»\i_m-n\~1-
moods and motivations in men by formulating conceptions of'a genett
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and clothing these conceptions ?x-izh such an u“d()[f‘mnndtl}l]lz’lg‘l;i :};‘(f:horl)ds’ ang
motivations seem uniquely realistic, Gccrtz‘cn\phrmz'gs l;l)f)'y']’th -W( _I-dY!}).)ol an
‘ritnal” in the religion in shaping the “'”’“:“ of a:f;o(:lclyd“f ““‘l "" %l -c'l “] mew seem
real, respectively. Maurice Bloch cxplmlns ll.ns by argmr'lg ;“f‘t }L’ rjl' ualre U% to the
other-worldly, which is removed I"rm?l hlstnncz\.l (‘J\'/Cllll.‘;, fnll(’ t 1:\14 18 ‘rl)'m? Of‘dvlsict’mrjac
(singing, dancing, use of material objects - ?ICH\{HIC:’; thm.' M\T'I?;) :‘H’(U”'MFIY ;f’:rcrcn'lml
meaning) also distances it. The rituals provide an ideology in which this world is denied,

w hidden, while the other higher world (of the ancestors) is shown to be Nore reg|,
( ( : ) X

These approaches to the study ol religion seem to holfl {;(')()‘Al fvhc.n we ‘r/ to study
the indigenous taith of the people ()f’/\run‘\chnl.l’mdcsh‘ Verrier P:lwm‘, in his
Philosopliy jor NEIA (tanagar, 1959) has pointed out ﬁvg ogtstzllndm_g qu
indigenous faiths of NEFA., Firstly, therc is a very gc11'c1:a| bellcfl.n a Supreme
is jugsl. benevolent and good; secondly, in the tribal rgllglm? there is gcjuume am 3515 0
the spintual realities behind the events ol'cvclydz‘xy life; fln'r(ll}‘f, the tnbal rchg'mn is 0.‘,.“{
up from an elaborate mythology: fourthly, the tribal rchgl(.m s as’so'cnatc‘d with a sociz]
ethic that unites the tribe in its discipline; and finally, the tribal rehg{on gives the people
the power to reconcile themselves in the eternal emergencics of hfe: The indigenoys
religion of the people of Arunachal Pradesh is a part of their everyday life
the‘shr'mes or temples; statues and images. It has elaborate social
unite the people and foster the tribal qualities of hospitality,

Besides, the book by Verrier Elwin, the articles and the introduction in the bogk
Religion in Indian History (edited with an introduction by Irfan Habib, Tulika, New
Delhi, 2007) situate the subject of religion from the ancient period to the contemporary
period and the book as a whole is important to understand the horizons of religions in
the changing times. The books edited by B. Tripathy and S. Dutta, Religious Hisro ry
of drunachal Pradesh (Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi, 2008) and N. Nagara;
and B. Tripathy, Cultural Heritage of Arunachal Pradesh (Indus Publishing Company,
New Delhi, 2006) contain articles which also deal with religions of Arunachal Pradesh.
A recently edited book by Lalrinnunga Hmar, Religion, Beliefs and Practices in
Northeast India (Mittal, New Delhi, 2013) is a collection of nineteen articles op the
indigenous religions of the people of northeast India, including that of Arunachal
Pradesh. This is the first such collection where the ndigenous religions of the region
is being studied and understood. The discussion on the Nyishi and Aka societies in
the book is comprehensive, The articles published in the Proceedings of North East
India History Association also provide valuable information and wsight into the study of
the indigenous religions. In the texth
Arunachal Pradesh.
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5 INDIGENOUS FAITHS

f

The indigenous faiths of the pc'()ple of Arunachal Pradesh are more or less recorded
now. Tnitially they were extensively expressed in the form of oral tradition
myths, legends, f()lklm:c, folktales and performing arts that are transmitted acrosg
gencrations by word of mouth by priests, The cult of sacrifice w
feature of indigenous religious practices of the (ribeg of Arunachal Pradesh, From the
point of view ofrcligipn or faith, the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh can be roughly
divided into three main groups, In the first place we have tribes like the I‘\I'«/i"—.hi.’i,llhc
Hill Miris, the Apatanis, the Adis and the Mishmis who fall into the category of what
has been termed as hereditary — Shamanism. The tribes included in this category
have many cultural traits and beliefs including their pantheon of Gods and '
common. The second group consists of tribes like die Monpas, the Sherdukpens, the
Singphos, the Khamptis, the Membas and the Khambas who came under the influence
of Buddhism and their religious life is deeply influenced by this religion. The third
group comprises tribes like the Noctes, the Wanchos and the Tangsas of the Tirap
region who are related to the Naga tribes to their southwest and had a Very strong
tradition of headhunting in the past. The religion of the tribes [alling into this category
can be broadly termed as animism. The book edited by B. B. Pandey and D. K.
Duarah, Myths and Beliefs on Creation of Universe among the Tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh (Directorate of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar, 1999)
is also an important source to understand the traditional religions of Arunachal Pradesh.

5, pocins,

as also a dominant

spirits in

The Hereditary Shamanism Group

The most popular indigenous faith among the people of Arunachal Pradesh is the
faith in Donyi-Polo. The people believe that it was at the beginning of this age, some
uncountable centuries ago, that Aane Donyi, the Cosmic Supreme Authority, spoke
to Aabhu Thanyi and Her devotees, Her teachings and discourse are one of the greatest
philosophical and religious knowledge known to humankind that took place just after
the creation of the Universe. Aane Donyi grants Aabhu Thanyi the divine vision and
reveals His spectacular unlimited form as the Cosmic Universe. Thus, Aabhu T, hanvi
conclusively establishes His divinity. Aane Donyi explains to Aabhu Thairyi that His
won all-beautiful humanlike form is the original form of the Supreme Progenitor of

human generations; one can perceive this form only by pure devotional service to
Aane Donyi, These spirits are known as Uy,

The indigenous religious institutions like the Nyedar Namlo of the Nyishi, the
Medar Nelo of the Apatani, the Kargu Gamgi of the Galo, the Donyi Polo Dere of the
Adi, the Rangfraa of the Tangsa, and the Rang O of the Nocte are believed to be
drawn out of this religious philosophical thought and considered as the highestend of
spiritual existence ever known to humankind, God is worshipped in the form of a
symbolic image of the Aane Donyi (the sun and other symbolic objects), which is
kept on the raised small platform ina Namlo or Dere (temples). The worshipper
comes 1o the worshipping place cither alone or in a family group, makes his/her offering
and then departs. It would be seen that the underlying philosophy of the .-lu.ru-’Du;m‘
and the Aathu Polo is to emphasize on conjoint action o preserve the .-lu!*'/m Thanyi
religion and culture with pristine ethos within the in(ligg"nnus communuty of Arunachal
Pradesh. The community also believes that all embodied souls are under the conltml
of the Three Truths or Observances. They are Aane Donyi (The Creator), Aab/n
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Thanyi (Inheritor and Preserver) and lhp S luw' (Mothfirr[?nlr'ﬁ'l.), ilx";t:lpmm Abg(ic
ofall human beings after death. Sm/;m‘: s a (lWC“II\}T, place |0f.wll,]fg, ”J; u('j Thdl!dmg
humang, animal and all li\ring Organisims. ‘()nc o1 ‘lhc‘n;\;u (;l)(/;J” ‘.(0:,'.?,1.“(‘[,‘][ 11‘«'111';;
organisms are bound to enter nto ‘lhc Inp’ (.)flll?c Swelne. (,)'O\”J”J ff,l:l.,.apj,n mm 'hf"
Truth. whether it is animate or innmmntc.'llus is the /\hcclwlulc: I'rutho a sr-ml.a which ig
realized in the Three Truths of philosophical |.1mlc|;smn(lmg by the believer of the 40
Donvi and the Aaihie Polo, and all souls are identical,

| Humans have long recognized the Sun’s role ir'n supporting life on t'he; Farth, and
as a result many societies throughout history have paid hmangc or ‘,‘lor?l.l‘nppcfl the f’:un
by giving it a prominent role in their religion and my(ht,?l()glcs. Auc«)r(Jlf{;;. 10 mhf:w"”,”’
bélil‘fmld mythological traditions current amongst the indigenous communities the Sunis
seen louclhc:r with the other celestial bodies which n?ove a‘cm's§ the niyedone {sky}_ ] hc
bodics are called dokar thamar (planets). The rclig;o'us significance of the Sur} has itg
roots in the earliest recorded oral tribal history. The tribal myths personify the Sun 45 2
Mother named Aarie Domyi who wore a shinning crown an'd have a golden walking
stick across the sky, causing day and night. Moon is personified as the Fatbcr named
Aathu Polo ot Aabhu Polo who drew its cosmic energy from Aane Donyi.

The worship of the Sun amongst the tribal of Arunachal Prades]h has its cultura!.
and philosophical origin since migration and settlement of the people in the areas of
Arunachal Pradesh. The tribal identified the Sun and the Moon with the Supreme
Authority of the powerful life giver and source of energy. God in thn.air religion and the
visible Sun of the present day are symbolic replica and represertative of the supreme
deity of the Aane Donyi. The tribal practices of indigenous religion have long been
cultivated in their customs, and a traditional practice of ritual on a faith line revolves
around the Three Truths. The tribe believes in the creation of Universe and worships
the Aane Donyi as the Creator. She created the Denyi (Sun) and the Polo (the exisiing
Moon) along with other planetary bodies including the Earth. The centre of philoscphy
of the Donyi Polo religion is called Hibh Donyi. The Gyobh Donyi means the Creator
is far beyond the existing physical Sun and Moon, which had been created to give
light and energy to the Universe and other living organisms. Hence, the bodily existence
of the Sun and the Moon is merely a symbolic representative of the Creator and
objective replica of it. To know the Chength or Swehwigne (Earth) and the doth
(space) with innumerable domar thakar (stars), the Sun and the Moon are nothing
but the creation of the Aane Donyi to perform the physical action on Her behalf as
Her Agents to give life and energy to humankind. The permanence of these objects 1s
Icslhpony to lively creation and expression of its omniscient, omnipotent and
ommpresence. The physical action of the dane Donyi is characterized as Wiwng
paanan (the creation) of air, energy, light, water and life. Here entire act of creation
phenomenon is known as Winag paanam or pabug naam.

Sphiitual knowledge and wisdom, according to indi
mazy be gained from nyubuy (priests), rel
supematural revelation, Tribal religion
and sufficient 1o answer any question;

genous religious practitioners,
1glous leaders, sacred knowledge and personal
8 VIew such knowledge as unlimited in scope
others see religious knowledge as playing o
more restricted role 2 as a e : X tuough physic
ok u;d role, oflen as g complement to know ledge gained through physicat
i ) 3 R at at . ) o : Y
o : 'vn. ‘ u?n'n)ubu mamtain that religious knowledge obtained in this way is
solute and nfallible (religious cosmology). ‘
A complex system of beliefs | iri
. ) eliefs in the spiritu ities ol natuy > same
s e oot piritual qualities of nature and, at the same

Q .
supreme Be P T . ‘ ;
preme Being are the two Huportant trants which charactenze

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



e religion of this group. The spiritual world of the tribe
spitits either good or bad. It is )101111:1]ly believed tha 15€es, migar
;ﬂiqfomnlc are caused by the evil spirits, Thege g Pirits have guc} A

' : ovi . 1Ereat powers that
yexert influence on man in his earthly life gyl after-life too. Algq almost ever lﬂfy
- Also, stevery tribe

as just, benevolont and good. Doyni pyj,
asone high God symbolizing eternal ryp,
In the Adireligion, there are a number of benevolent and malevolent spirits and
deities. These spirits are generally callod Uyuor Wiy, The main hcncvolenlt Irjicill;c??)(f
the Padam-Minyong group of the Adig are Doying-Bote, ctc., whereas the mélcvnfent
deities are Robo, Taro, Banji-Bote, e, Medeng-Mone etc, The

Lesi-Letang, Biri-Bo;
benevolent deities are believed to be nearer the creator whom they call as Sedi: whereas
physical world. The Galg

the malevolent deities arc considered (o be closer to the

group of the Adis believed that there are different deities commanding different spheres
of this world. They also hold that the same deity may act as benevolent or malevolent
as per the need of the situation. Many of the spirits, according to the Galos, arc the
descendants of Taki. The Ramo group of the Adis also believes that the malevolent

spirits are the descendants of Taki or Riki, They call these deities as Kibo-Rambo,

The Adis also believe that the universe and all the living beings have been

created by a supreme natural power or a creator, which is called Sedi or Jimi by the
Padam-Minyongs and the Galos, respectively. It is believed that this Supreme God
has created a number of gods and goddesses who in turn have given birth to so many
invisible spirits who control the various spheres of human life. It is believed that the
entire universe is the physical embodiment of Sed; or Jimi. The Adi abangs (ballads),
narrate that the Sun and the Moon — the Donyi and the Polo — are the two eyes of
the Creator with which he keeps a vigil on the universe and humanity. The name of
the Donyi-Polo comes next to Sedi or Jimi in the abangs. As per their myth, the
creator becomes obscure and silent after the creation. The Donyi-Polo, thereafier,
becomes the protector or saviour. It is interesting to note that no sacrifice is oﬂ‘er.ed by
the Adis in the name of Sedi or Jimi, the Creator. Since it is believed b_y the Adis 'Lhat
the Donyi and Polo are the two eyes of the Creator, forever watching them, they
conduct themselves in the name of Donyi-Polo to realise the highest order of trth.
The Galos believe that Donyi is the controller of the fate of men and they worsh%p him
for several reasons. There are different opinions rcgarding t.he sex of l)qnyz-f‘olo
amongst the various branches of the Adis. Some hold that 1t is a sm.glc deity ’w‘.thf}
double personality having the functions of the sun and the moon, while some believe
that they are two entities, Donyi being the husband of Polo.

Like the Adis, the Nyishis also believe in the e.\'istct_\cc ol’_a number of spirits
which are called Wiyus. They believe that there are Wiyus in the jungles, on tlﬂxc lol‘?y
hills, on the top of tall trees, in rivers, and inside a‘nd outs'ldc' thpc hous.cs m;d -th;:bc
spirits often hurt men. Unlike the Adi belief, most of the Nyishi Hz;?-u.s' tu'c. ma a.‘\o“um
in character and cause harm to human beings. The mos‘( dreaded Bis ave the 'D(I/I)t‘g
and Yapom who reside in the jungles and take a toll of thc/hun.mn.lw)cs us.l'hg;y [.»l%*ub,c
by making people fall ill. Similarly, Jengee and {‘umta, f\")'(')l‘l qnd l amsi f“{.‘,\l}ot‘ n
for causing various kinds of fever. A number of these spirits live In lhc. lnrc,\,t:\ t' nt
make people miscrable by causing fevers and ‘achcs, swc!lmgs, dysentery ;mfl va‘\\l}a.
Parie-Rinte Wiyus are believed to be responsible for ugncm}l‘mrc and, lln.'xctmg.,\.n. ‘u‘
man is to have good crop, these spirits shm'uld be pleased. Then there u: l;rdom::(:u
IWiyus like Rintum Purtum, Chirr Yorr, Erki, etc., who look afler the welfare of the

§ i dominateq by a number of
various dise;

md . ) .
pelieved ina Supreme God, who is regardeq

or the Sun and the Moon are regarded ofien
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family and are given offerings of chicken and fowl, Itis very difficult o mention i},
name of all the Hiyis here since their nimber is very big, '

The Nyishis believe in Ane Duini (the Sun mother) who is regarded ag the Supree
Mother, kind and benevolent. She showers her kindness on society and nothing can b
achieved without her will. She gives crops and keeps the granaries filled: sfe gives
chifdren and keeps them well; without her mercy none could get or keep slaves Generally,
no special prayers are offered to Ane Duini on ordinary occasions, but on special o 4 iong
like martinge, she is given the highest offerings and her name is sung in the songs oy, 4,
mmportant occasions. Life would have been very difficult, so the Nyishis belicve, wir, it
the existence of Ane Duini.

The Apatanis have a deep-rooted faith in their religion. Like other tribes they tog
have their own mvths regarding creation and the Creator, There is a general beliaf iy
one Supreme God who is considered as just, benevolent and good. Donyi-Polo is ofter,
regarded as onc high God representing eternal truth. The Apatani idea of soul, cajled
Ya/o, 1s that a separation of the soul and body takes place at the time of death. Me//; 15
the name given to the village where, as per their belicf, all the dead persons go. It s held
that an Apatani would live in the Nel/i as he lived on the earth. Every womian is united in
the Nelli with her first husband. Nelli is also the abode of many gods and spirits. They
also believe that all those who die an inauspicious or violent death, go to a different world
called ralimito, which s situated somewhere in the sky. Two important deities worshipped
by the Apatanis are Kiru and Kilo and they are worshipped during the festival of Molko.
Chandum and Didim are believed to be responsible for the creation of the earth and the
sky. Ut-kasemg and Nia-kasang are the two gods of war. It is important to note that
most of their deities are conceived as pairs by the Apatanis and they never mvoke them
single. Another Apatani myth tells us that in the beginning there was only water. The
carth was then created by three female deities called Ui-Tango, Ui-Ngurre and Taus
zlong with their male counterparts known as Ei-Karte, Rup- Karte and Ain-Kar:e.
These six deities are considered to be responsible for the creation of all the trees, plants,
birds, animals and even the sun, the moon and the stars. The origin of man is ascribed 0
Hilo, who is believed to be the maker of Abo Tani, the first ancestor of the Apatanis.

o,

\

The Akas believe in a number of gods and spirits who rule over mankind. There
is 4 deity who is believed to be responsible for a particular phase of human life. Some of
these deities are benevolent while others are malevolent in nature. The higher gods are
identified with four major forces of nature, namely, the Sky, the Mountains, the Earth,
and the Water. The most important deity of the Akas is Te/aro who is the ruler of the
humanas well as the animal kingdom. He looks after the welfare of human belngs and
protects their cattle. To keep him happy, he is a ppeased by ways of'sacrifices from tme
16 .umc. Another important deity of the Akas is Aphinchi, respousible tor the birth of a
c});ld. The deity looking after the cattle of the people is called Jinte-Phite Muije. The
deity of the wild life js Pamle-gri; agriculture is controlled by Wee-Qesche; and so on.

The higher Gods, according

T o the Akas, notonly reign over mankind but contol
the deities as well as natural pl

Heilles @ ' iwnomend, These gods conumand ereat respect and
everence. .I hiere are four gods, namely Netz Au or the God of Sky, f\‘:':u Aw or the God
of Mountains, No Ain or the God of Earth, and Hu Ain or the God of River, These
apable of both the benignant as well as malignant
1ese Gods so that they remain satisfied and do not
nio e qd(lmonzotlmclbur(i-\\ls, there is another God of the
as Sikchi whose kingdom is under the earth. All human habitation and

higher Gods are believed to be ¢
powers. Sacrifice is offered to
Cause any harnm 1o the people. In
Akas, knowy
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are above him and he must be kept pleased singe the slightes

Lgetation , . bt tdisturbance
veg™ esult inunforeseen calamitics (earthquake). Urbance on

pis part may '
The Tagins, like many other tribes, belicve in the Sun-Moon ¢
paini-Po ] Daini (Sun) ‘is l‘aclicvcd tobe the female and py/ (Moon
n—{ he apex and thc unln?ulcd powers at their command, §
Polonly on special occasmns' such as marriage, The Tagins also belicye inanumber of
spiritsor ;;;\v,‘m‘ \vhnj are consrdcmq as capable ofexercising a direet and ;
on the daily lives of the human beings. Some of thege spirits, such as Bago, Yabu and
pakya are the benevolent spirits and they look afier the wellare of humm; bcian"if»
many Ways. If. however, these spirits arc offended, they may cause harm and cvcﬁ m ke
away the soul or Yalo. The Tagins believe that different Spirits or Wiyus are rcs‘-pcmsibi;
for causing ditferent diseases. The Daini or the Sun,

: ises, T according to the Tagins, decides the
destiny of a child and writes it in the heart of every new bormn,

1o whom they call
) as male, They are
acrifice is offered to i

strong influence

The Mishmis believe in a Supreme God whom they regard as the Creator
embodying the highest ethical principle of Justice. The different branches of the Mishmis
have different names for this Supreme God: the Idus call him Inni, the Taraons call
him Jab Main, and the Ramans call him Matai. Since this Supreme God is believed to
be above all human considerations, no sacrifice is offered to him: but his name s
invariably involved on all religious occasions. In addition to the Supreme God, the
Mishmis, too, believe in a number of spirits who influence the lives of the human
beings. These spirits are believed to reside in trees, sky, water, and air and sacrifice is
offered to them so that they remain pleased. Some of the spirits in which the Mishmis
believe, are the Cupe of the Taraons and the Kamans, which is an evil spirit; Slong of
the Ramans and Achva of the Taraons, who cause pain in the stomach of the children;
Kachel of the Ramans and Maiei of the Taraons, who bring epidemics; the Hambram
of the Kamans and the Bra of the Taraons, who cause serious illness. Amongst the [dus,
there are spirits such as 4bruli-Ali, the spirit who guards the household; 4sa, an C\u
spirit living under the earth; Beika, a snake spirit living under water; Asu, a noble spirit
who gives wealth; Jthri, a spirit who makes people vomitblood.

Priesthood

The priests or the shamans play a very important role in the religious life of all the mbes

who fall in the category of ‘Hereditary- Shamanism’. They are to play a very vespens I‘L‘vlé
role in society and their advice is sought on almost every 1mponan't occasmn‘such \<
building of a house, marriage, sowing in the field, before undertaking a !ong _wumc?,
before a hunting expedition, and so on, It is generally believed tl'\at only lh‘c‘ priests have
imowledge of divination and, therefore, they are summoned in case of Sl.C‘k‘lk‘.\“S fmd‘
temporal distress. They are the representative of the people o comnmmc_u te thg it Tu uf?ngb.
and grievances to the spirits and to seek redress. In other words, they apc the llltL-l.‘fl‘\tL‘\Tu?\
between the spiritual world and this mortal world. /\nmugstllhc A(hx,‘thgsc pric 3!\,\ ‘.“-L
called Nyibos and one who shows special talent to llv1'<:lgll things un'u'l m'n 4m.m tances in
. childhood becomes a Nyibo, The profession is not hereditary. As Drl. Nyun lus'[_mmlcd
out: “Thus, Nyibos are born and not made as the pocts are born and not made.
Among the Galos there are two types of Nyibos, nu.mcly the uuqnin nvibos ;\nd»
the nyigre nyibos. 1t is believed that the u')'{bo.\' are gu‘ul‘cul l’-\-f Sl)lll'l\l‘\\ Jll.c-n\\l‘ml;
called doyi-lulu or talo-tanya when they pcrlonp the |‘chgmus rites. Some .nr tht \\ |
nyibos have special costumes which include s.ln'ugs u.t beads, S\Youl‘ '\llld‘t\\vllhk‘lb ol
cock or hornbill. Except while performing religious rites, the [)l\'lk?.\'l'\\' are mg.u\k,.;l‘u:
ordinary citizens of the community, and, like all other members of Adisociety, they leac
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o common life. Dr Nyorthas detined l‘hc ])(),‘?i?i()l‘l'()f"l}lc/\di prics‘w i‘n lhwg W.ords; ‘Ui
is an art just like any other and thus his position is like any other profession in Moder,
society. For his work, he collects fees.” )

In Nyishi society, the priests hold a clistin;;}li'shml position bCCfllfSC‘()f'thir ability
o cure \v'm'i.ous diseases caused by the various spirits known to the N }/Js’hlS, Here again,
there are two types of priests, namely the nijik nube who treat on'ly or‘(lnmr‘y sufferings
and observe omens inegg or chicken, and e who are ;{rcnf.lysklll]cd in thejr p',‘of;,.s_.’m
and are known over wide areas. A third category of the priests Iy fil‘,r; there in Nyish;
socicly, serving as the intermediaries between men z‘m(i the spiritg or L;',")«,,‘T. These
pricsié are called nyoki nube. The priest performs an 11’r1p(;11{1r1t r(‘)lc in Nyishi saciety
and his presence is a must on almost every im.por(anl occasion like birth, dca}hf martiage,
sickness or sacrifice. For his services, he is given the traditional presents of special pans
of the sacrificed animal, beer, beads, majis (imported bcllg), and duos. The nyoki k.
lead a comfortable life and are given rich presents. Their houses are decorated wiry
heads of animals and fans made out of the feathers of rare birds.

Antmisim

The Noctes and the Wanchos, who inhabit the Tirap district of Arunachal Pradash, zr=
related to the Naga tribes to their southwest and, therefore, their religious faiths and
beliefs have close association with the Naga religion that has been termed as “animism”
Both these tribes, in the past had a strong tradition of ‘headhunting’. There is 2 strong
belief among both the tribes in the existence of a number of good or bad spirits, who
are subordinate to a Supreme deity. Commenting on the Naga religion which forms
the basis of the religion of the Noctes and the Wanchos, W Robinson wrote in 1841
“Thus among the Nagas, we discern apprehensions of some invisible and powerfu!

by the dread of impending evils, then to flow from the gratitude for the blessings
received. Hence probably originated the worship of evil spirits... They seem to have a
perception that there must be some universal cause to whom all things are indsbiz
for their being. They appear also to acknowledge a Divine Power to be the Maker of
the world and the Disposer of all events: Him they denominate the Great Spirit.’

w

ol

The Noctes believe in the existence of a higher supernatural being, which dwelis
on earth and everything in the life of human beings is guided by Him. He is called
Jauban or Tesong and is believed to have a dual personality — one good and one bad.
"The first fonn brings prosperity and happiness and the other brings sorrows and miseries
in their lives. These two moods of the Supreme Being are called Kar Jarsban and Wong
Jaitban. Parul Dutta in his book The Noctes has propounded that originally the Jauhan
x?ﬁght havebeen a malevolent deity and with the pa ired th
spirits and cach village has its o.wn n'xmlS.’F 1 C"“;c’fw'l, o lfn.m‘)r-n.l m i the numle . d}cff
dwellin house and protect human bch(y Ltm “e _Vﬂnmlb SPis. SE5 QROSVRISHS ?\Pl“b
segularly with offerings of food and other (e TSeries. Theyare propitiated
o Aol s Bl eI l’ ungs n order to‘get their continued support
2 potect HAIevOlent spirits. One main feature of the Nocte ¢ shigion is thatall
the supernatural beings recognized by them are 1 le in sex o lL' e
T i ¢ ale msex and female i spuit.
. onal religious be

ssage oftime, itacquired the benevolent

s rudimentary fory ar liefs, the Noctes have adopted Vaishaavism
g y! ‘m (.nou’n}d 250 years back. They are aftiliated to Shree Chaliak
pareg “rdatra of Nazira. The converts to Vaishnavism w
: . - ‘ ~ ‘ ~
uaria Noctes. In accordance with the Vaishn

ere the Namsangia and
avile tenets, the Noctes do not take
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eef. and their hair is cut round the head in what is calleq Safriva fashion. The Wanchos
2150 i,c]jcf in the cxistence of a Supreme God of Heavens, whom th ey call Rang, whois

benevolont personality and is considered as creator. Rang or the Sky God, so the Wanchos
pelieve, is always opposed to Bau-rang the God of Earth and a malevolent Destroyer.
mcidentally; both Rang and Bau- rang are brothers, as per their tradition. At times
conflicts take place between these two and result in an earthquake. Sacrifices are offere d

0 Bau-rang to save the human race from evil and destruction.

Besides these two gods, Wanchos also believed in a number of deities, There are

a number of magical belief and practices in the everyday lives of Wanchos that have

become a part of their religion. They also propitiate a number of spirits by offering
sacrifices on different occasions. Seme of the spirits propitiated by the Wanchos ar:
Baua, the benevolenit spirit of jungle, Lamlong kang, the spirit of Rainbow, Joka, a
malevolent spirit: Nani is the spirit of water who is malevolent. The Wanchos hardly
perform any cercmony that can be strictly called religious. But there are a number of
rituals observed in connection with sickness, disease and calamity.

The Tangsas whose religion can also be termed as ‘Animism’ also believe in a
Supreme Being who lives in heaven and is called Sikia Pra or Rang Kau lawa.
Though he is considered to be benevolent and a fountain of blessings for mankind, he
is not at all worshipped nor is any sacrifice offered in his name since he is believed to
be above all such things. They believe in a number of spirits, both benevolent and
malevolent, called Thangs, Sangs or Jubedis. Sacrifices are offered to these spirits,
Like the Wanchos, a number of Magico-religious rituals are performed by the Tangsas,
Most of these rituals are connected with the discase and its cure. Pigs and fowls are
sacrificed in almost all rituals performed for the appeasement of deities and spirits, In
the past, the Ron-Rangs, a branch of the Tangsas, performed human sacrifice on the
oceasion of Dowan. but this was banned by the government later on.

Tradition of Headhunting

As we have mentioned earlier, both the Noctes and the Wanchos had a strong tradition
of headhunting in the past. In contrast to the views of some Western writers it was
neither a sien of lawlessness in the societies nor the whims or fancies of the persons
nvolved. 'Elmugh the practice of headhunting was not purely religious, it carried
behind it the religious sanctions and was undertaken only after divination. Belief in
the magical powers of human heads, particularly in connection with the fertility cult,
was one of the main reasons behind this practice. Omens were taken by the village
priests to foresee the outcome, and the expedition started only if they were favourable,
After refuning from a successful raid, the headhunters indulged in dancing and singing.
The heads were collected in one place and the priest mixed powdered rice and egg
and sprinkled the mixture over the heads to calm down the spirits of the dead person,
These heads were then hung from a tree. The headhunters got themselves tattooed.
Khotang festival was then celebrated in which the heads were boiled, cleaned and put
together in one place. The headhunters danced around the heads a}ld a share of the
community feast was offered to these heads. After the Khotang festival was over, the
heads were put to rest in the morung.

The Wanchos also undertook headhunting raids in the past and human head
formed the central motif of their raditional wood carving; in addition to the expression of
their manliness and powers, the encroachment on other’s territory and refusal to pay
compensation by the poachers when detected were the causes of attack for headhunting,
There was then. of course, the belief in the magical efficacy of human head because it
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the yield of cultivated land. Here again, it was customar, |,
P

was believed to increase I
and the expedition was undertaken whey, p
1 he

take augury in order 1o tell the result,
prediction was {avourable. During the e indis
under no circumsiances could a commoner take the head of a chizef, The exception 1,
avily. Afier the heads were brought to the village, the flesh , , |
hich the heads or skulls were cleaned with boiling wape,

spedition, heads were taken indiscr ininately, b,

this rule was punished he
allowed 1o decompose, after w
MOrungs or
which was called ponu. A ceremony was held after five days of
village in which the headhunters were tattooed on differe,

and preserved in the a house specially constructed for the purpose near th.

house of the chict,
bringing the heads to the
paits of the body. The festiv
in which, just like the Nocte

al which was celebrated after harvesting vwias called gairuy,,
s, the heads were offered rice beer and pieces of ginger,

-3 BUDDHISM

Buddhism is practised by the Monpas and Sherdukpens F)fVVcst Kameng and Tawang,
and the Singphos and the Khamptis of the Lohit districts of Arunachal Pradesh.
addition. there are small tribes like the Membas and the Khambas of Siang whe
the doctrine of Buddhism. These tribes following Buddiusm can again be
namely, the Monpas, Sherdukpens, Membas Khambas
follow the Mahayana school of B uddhism; and the Singphos and the Khamptis follow
the Hinayana school of Buddhism. Before we discuss these two schools of Buddhism,
it is worthwhile mentioning here that Buddhism, though its origin was in India, reached

f the country from outside India. If the Mahayana school of Buddhism
a School reached from Burma.

follow
divided into two categorics,

this part o
reached in this part from TibevBhutan, the Hinayan

3.1 Mahayana

According to the legends, Padamsambhava, who is called Lopom Rimpoche, visited
the Monpa as well as the Sherdukpen areas and planted Buddhism there. The psnod
of his visit is, as per the legend, somewhere in the 8th century. There are some place
in the Monpa area which are even today believed to be visited by Lopom Rimpoche.
In the Pangchen area, the Master (Rimpoche) is believed to have visited Taktsang and
passed some time in meditation. The walls of the cave of his retreat are adorned with
stone images which are believed to have been divinely created and not made by man.
The Sherdukpens have nine such places in their area. For example, in the Flujima
area, there is a rock with pug-marks of a dog and imprints of a shod foot of 1t, which
is believed to be visited by the master with a dog.

(2]

It Is also believed that Padamsambhava predicted the construction of theee
(:l?cs}wmzlfs in this region. Accordingly, one Nyingmapa Lama named Sherbum
dlne 1o shute sosum (Taw: , . R . . ’
Sangeling and I::]u[;)er{ilogbu(“ :)gll::\n/\‘/tlli) :‘Illli? ltlllll;t::uti:zirmgmap1 t:‘mp.les 01 Uu\v{li‘mj
Stones and it is held that they were A .l_w‘m m“t\l Lingsum oF 1 huee
Adsa. same b} u m” .n,‘y were wn‘suucud carlier than the Kamakhya temple n
w“m; ewhere towards the end of the 11th century or the early pact of the 12th

The Great Tawane Mon: , .
Monpas and () %)]d:;d“g Monastery, that is the centre of the relivious lives of the
V€ v - 2 \ 106 N . o
and i e ht:ldlhl':.MM 1lnkpuns, was constructed sometime between 1041 and 1047 A.D.
<) € Cra foe ¢ ae res e ) . ; !
for undertaking ll: ’ d“mw.‘““’”""””'bl“‘» under directives from Dalaj Lama himselt,
ar > v $ e . . N d
Lama guided I\li’m :u Euummw“ of this monastery, It is said that the horse of Merd
. 2 ie site of the T ) _ 8
{"the monastery and, therefore, in the honour of the horse,
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he place was nuchlas Tawang — Ta meaning horse an Warig 1o
“place chosen by the horse, & meaning chosen or the
The Monpas are devotedly attached 1o theiy religion, In
Elwin, ‘Quiet, gentle, friendly, courteons, in(lus(riozm |
. 4 . Ny | - . § . v
children, you see in Monpas the influence of (e compassionate Lord Buddl
1 YA ww have 11T (1o CHUHAC Lord Buddha o
ordinary man. They have little theology: they have a greal deal of relivion ' T s the
of the Monpas are dotted with stone shrines called mane glon. " The vill
made in the shape of a stone wall )

the words of Dr Verrier
goad to animals, good to

ages
and s fer. and chorten: The mane i
dld s ten to l\/\/’('n‘y rf'C( I 4 B
: a B limsiFan 1o , ’ etlong and two to (hree fect
high. ThL (hmh.” 1§ a stupa-shaped structure, where praycis arc conducter 'I]‘J(
Ry PR - 3 g { ( W { o

L.ama is responsible for conducting the prayers, and after the prase, , I.,
T\ OO y oy . H . ¢ ('yc.',‘: ;‘rc ()va‘:r’ t]e
devotees walk around chortens three times, Then there is the gompa which is the
N ~ ETaT N s — 7 o .
place to house the images of Lord Buddha and the religious books. Cvery gomra is
A A ~ S e ~ o JURS. "1 18
under the supervision of one or more Lama and several flags arc raised around this so

that it can be noticed from quite a distance. The Tawang Gompa, as mentioned carlier

is the heart of Monpa life and culture. To quote Dr Elwin again: “The Monpa Lamas
arc not perhaps very learned, but they have an infinite reverence for literaturc Ti‘cr:
are some 700 books in the (Tawang Gompa) library and their great rrcasur; iqlthc;
Getompa, three volumes of which are lettered in gold... There used to be a printing

press here, and there are still hundreds of oblong wooden blocks carved with Tibetan
characters.’

In the Sherdukpen areas of Rupa and Shergaon, there are a number of gompas,
which are generally three-storeyed and have wall-painting by artists from Tawang.
The Rupa Gompa, the largest and the oldest monastery in the Sherdukpen area is said
to have been built over 170 years ago. It was once used as a fort where people ook
refuge when the village was raided by the Akas. The Shergaon Gompa was vuilt
around 40 years ago. The Lamas from Tawang were invited after the construction of
this gompa and the scenes of that occasion are portrayed in the paintings kept here.
These Sherdukpen gompas, like those of the Monpas, are looked after by the Lamas,
some of whom are trained in Tawang.

The duties of a Lama include looking afler the gompa, making offerings to the
images of Lord Buddha, caring of the holy books and presiding over the rgligious
functions. Then, there are manes and chortens in every Sherdukpen village, similar to
those of the Monpas. Both amongst the Monpas and the Sherdukpens, even the laymen
have some understanding of the basic principles of their religion. This worldly
existence, according to them, is full of suffering as it is followed by repent.ed births,
old age, diseases and death. The ‘Wheel of Life’ depicts six planes of existence at
different levels of being, namely, the realms of hell, hungry ghosts, animals, men,
titans, and gods. The human beings are al the fourth realm from lbe bottom. The
beliefis that it is one’s actions and deeds in this present life that determine one's rg"‘o‘mh
after death in one of the six realms of existence. The ultimate aim of their religion,
therefore, is mainly other-worldly, 1.e. to attain perfect bliss. Thc‘y lml'dlllmt every moml!y
good action helps (o build up the store of merit essential for their spit tm.nl‘pmgrc»\'. Itis
(his motivation to secure a better rebirth that has made their thought and action completely

. Calioion The social fame Landine of an individual primacily
dominated by their religion. The social fame and standing of an individual | \

depends on his pursuits in the religious plane.
In addition to Buddhisi, both the Monpas and the Sherdukpens have some ritual
their material prosperity and physical welfare in this

practices which ain at sccuring ; ‘ _ ' .
al rites and rites of exorcism held in the temples and in

world. There are various sacrifici
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irected at the appeasement of various spirits and deities, A
oms and ceremonies of the Monpas and .
an Sarkar in his book Buddhism amongst the

the private houses and d cte
detailed account of the religious .cust'
Sherdukpens has been given by Niranj s
Monpas and the Sherdukpens (Itanagar, | . o B

It has been suggested by various \',vmers tl?at bEfOI(f:‘t 1 dﬁ ven ? ; u (dhl.fm’ the
Monpas and the Sherdukpens believed in the existence 0 {]U'mt;f(.)LlIS E}Z slfm demong
all around them; in other words they followed a Shamanistic “dl|.1 . ef;g(jamemul
principles of that religion were the same as those of lh'e Bpn re lgl(-‘)(‘) o ibet, .When
Buddhism had cast its spell over these areas, the sacrificial ntes:. gasoc|¢steq .wnh the
earlier religion were given up but the indigenous sgpematura] spirits and dCltleS'Were
included in its pantheon as the local defenders f’f fallth and continued toﬂbe worshipped
according to the modified manners of Buddhist nr.uals. A few of these supernatura|
beings are even today worshipped according to old rituals.

3.2 Theravada

The Hinayana form of Buddhism was brought to Arunachal Pradesh initially by the
Khamptis- and the Singphas who came from Burma. The Khamptis, following the
Hinayana or Theravada School of Buddhism, believe that attainment of salvation or
nirvana can only be achieved by following the Noble Eightfold Path, i.e. Right Thought,
Right Views, Right Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right
Mindfulness, and Right Meditation. This path, according to Buddhism, was taught
by Lord Buddha as the only means of getting rid of the sufferings of this life. Like the
Monpas and the Sherdukpens of the Mahayana School, the life of the Khaniptis is
deeply influenced by religion. To them, Lord Buddha is a great moral preacher,
representing the virtues of love and pity, truth and honesty, and they seek his blessings
in their daily prayers called paiphara for the welfare of the family as well as entire
society. The religious preacher, who is devoted to the propagation of the teachings of
Lord Buddha, is called Phra-taka or the disciple of God.

It is significant to note that the Khamptis are one of the few tribes of Arunachal
having their own Tai-Khampti script and also having their written religious texts. The
five principles or the Sin-Ha are an important part of the Khampti religion and in
every religious prayer, the Sin-Ha are chanted by the devotees. Briefly speaking,
these five principles say: I should abstain from killing the living beings; I should
abstain from receiving unwilling donations; I should abstain from indulging in sexual
pleasures and falsehood; [ should abstain from telling lies; and I should abstain from
taking intoxicating things and wine. In addition to these, there are the ‘Ashta Shila’,
and ‘Dasa Shila’, called Sin-Pet and Sin-Sip. The Sin-Pet is generally followed by
the aged people since it is stricter and the followers abstain from taking food after
twelve noon, from participating in dances and other amusements and also from sleeping
on comfortable beds, In the Sin-Sip, the followers take a vow to abstain from receiving
money and wealth from others. It is held by the Khamptis that Gautam Buddha occupics
the fourth position in the line of Buddhas, and after five thousand years [rom his
death, he will be succeeded by Ari Mitya or the Fifth Buddha.

) Be‘sides their faith in Buddhism, the Khamptis also conceive of a Supreme
God or Creator called {?hau-lx’/um Shang and also a lesser god called Chau-ci-giya,
who looks afier the w:cltarc of the human beings. There are other gods too in the Khampti
pantheon, who are invoked in « prayer known as waiakyu. The religious priests or
Mouks are men of great importance in tle Khamptisociety and are well versed with the
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eligious texts. The monastery where these monks of
"

kyong and the chicf monk is responsible' for the maintenance of the monastery; he is
assisted by other monks. This mppastgry 18 the centre of relj gion, cultural and Je
and in earlier days it also had political influence on society. The offi
hereditary and anyone who prefers to lead a life of celibacy and au

monk.

priests live is called chong or

arming,
ce of the monk is not

sterity can become a

The Singphos are also the followers of Buddhism but have not gi
shamanistic belicfs and practices. It is held that Buddhism was introdt;
Singphos by a monk called Dingla Clrato about a century back. Dingla Chrato, who is
said to have come from the Hukawang Valley of Burma, built a monastery at Phakial

village near Margherita in Assam. This monastery is named as Samuksing and the Singphos
go there for pilgrimage.

ven up their old
ced amongst the

According to their old beliefs, the Singphos believe in a number of spirits call=d
nats, some of which are benevolent while others are malevolent. These spirits control
their daily activities. The beneficent spirits are Rukju-nat, residing in trees; kha-nat,
residing in water, bum-nat, residing in the hills; inlung-nat, also residing in the hills;
and smathi-nat, residing in the houses. The maleficent spirits are philu-nat, phinin-
nat and lummun-nat. These spirits are worshipped on a number of occasions and are
regularly propitiated with sacrifices of bulls, cows and chickens. The Singphos believe
that the soul exists forever and it is an imperishable commodity. But they conceive the
soul as of two kinds—good and evil. The good souls are destined to go to heaven and
the evil souls to hell. The evil souls may also turn into evil #af and harm the human
beings. There is no regular priesthood amongst the Singphos, but there are local
village priests called dum sawa. Great respect is however, paid to the Buddhist monks
called Phunggis by them. Apart from their respective religious practices. both the
Khamptis and the Singphos observe seven different Buddhist festivals, namely
Nawasang Sitang, in the beginning of the rainy season; Sare Sitang, on a full moon
day of September or October; Mebi Sitang on a moonless day of September or October;
Wa-ok Sitang on a full moon day of November; Clrowmoon Kanda Pri, in November .

or December; Kathin Poi, on the full moon day in November or December; and Wan
Lu Poi in April.

Another important fact that may be mentioned here is that the Khampti monks
have acted as the custodian and promoter of art and crafts as they are very good in
carving figures on snakes, dragons, and other monsters forming into a unity of graceful
designs, in wood, ivory, and bone. They also work in gold, silver and iron and also
make embossed shields of buffalo or rhinoceros hides. In the past, education was also
the responsibility of the monks or the priests in Khampti socicty.

Brahmanical Religion

The people of Arunachal Pradesh were also influenced by the religibn olthe plains o
Assam. The influence of what is called the ‘Brahmanical Religion’ can be p,
the foothills of Arunachal Pradesh, as attested by the literary as well g archaeological
evidences. Of this Brahmanical religion, traces of Shaktism, Shaivism ang Vaishn s
are particularly noticed in some parts of the state. Here it may be pointed g that during
period from the 10th to the 17th century, the culturaland religious activitieg O Brahmg Im%
valley had occasional expansion into the hills of Arunachal Pradesh, Gmdually ith ‘ I\).u“ !
the part and parcel of the belief system of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh, Bh iy

A o ) isng
is a sacred heritage of the Idu Mishmis who inhabit the Dibang Valley, A fl?:‘(llagar
’ alln Very

¢

arked in

avism
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fundamental to the tribe is that Rukinini, the consort of Lord'Khn.»m;a, b01011geFl {0 thej;
community and Bhismaknagar was the home q( hcr fmhcll. Thus, for generatiop- :
have venerated the monument ag a mark of their union with the Lord.

B

According to the 2001 Indian Cencus, the religions of Arunachal Pradesh breglk
g
down as follows:

* llindu: 379,935 (34.6%)

* Others (mostly Donyi-Polo): 337,399 (30.7%)
* Christinn: 205,548 (18.79%

* Buddhist: 143,028 (13.0%)

e Muslim: 20,675 (1.9%%) |
e Sikh: 1,865 (0.1%)
e Jain: 216 (<0.1%)

hey

Religions of Arunachal Pradesh

The Idu are known to have played an important role in the great Vaishnava movemen:
of Assam. When Saint Vamshi Gopala (1548: 1668) lay in trace during meditation, i
is the Mishmi Brahmins who looked after him by giving food and drinks. Hero=s of
Mahabharata, such as Bhismak, Rukma and Shishupala, have found local k

in this area. Bhismaknagar represents the link between the €astem-most comer of the
country and the main stream of ancient Indian culture, The Idus have formed a comm

of their own to build one Inyi Masyelo Rukmini Kumu (i.e. place of worship of the grear

mother Rukmini), at Bhismaknagar. This speaks for the intensity of their belief evan
today.

3

What 'we find in the Rukmini legend around Bhisma
transplantation of the Vidarbha setting in the northeastern comer of India. The region
‘b\erween Sadiya and Parasuramkund had come to be known as Vidarbha, with a number
of allied ancient names localized in the new soil. Thus, we see Krishna, Rukmini
Shishupal and Kundil having acquired local h

knagar, is complets

LAils

abitation in Arunachal Pradesh.
Various myths and legends associated with Lord Vishou
found in the areas of Arunachal Pradesh. It may
Chankardeva greatly influenced the day-to-d
Even today,

or Krishna are also to be
be mentioned that Neo-Vaishnavism of
ay life of the Noctes and the Wanchos.
a great number of Nocte pilgrims visit the satra in Sibsagar. In conclusion,
we would say thal in the foregoing account, we have discussed the various religious
trends that were and even today are prevalent among the various tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh. It is beyond the scope of the present work to discuss in detail the religious rites
and practices of each and every tribe of the area — (he 2
volume. However, the (ribal religion, as we h
to-day life and the social values ande
Verrier Elwin has put it *In their re
Scensub specie crernitatis. they fa
nol the fear of things as they
into being. The 1ribesmen
they projected this onto th

task would require a separate
ave seen, is concerned more with the day-
thics than with metaphysies or spiritualism. As Dr
ligion, the wibesman have created a realsiue of life
ceitinall its dismal tappings with courage; yetits
are, buta heroic appreciation of them which has brought "
are realistic; till recently they lived of constant anxiety and
¢ wider canvas of their theology.”
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7.1 FACTORS OF SOCIAL CHANGE
S .

To get an idea about the factors-that led (0 social changes in Arunachal Pradesh, a

dcl:;ilcd study of Social Change in Arunachal Pradesh 194781 by Tamo Miha}l ‘if»'

essential. T. Mibang rightly locates the following as the agents of change: 1, The p.lam%e(.]

growth according to the plans and policies of the Planning Commissi’oﬁ' 2 Beginning

and development of education; 3. Participation of the pC(ﬁplc Of/\run;lc;ml. Pradesh in

the democratic process; 4. Cultural contacts highlighting the aspects of cxpom;rc‘ and

response syndrome; 3. Seience and technology analysing the roles ofradio, road, railways -
and other modes of transport. These factors always bring changes. ’

Gurudas Das in his book Transition of Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh (News
Delhi, 1998) has highlighted a number of issues relating to social change includ ihg the
critique of Nehru-Elwin policy of development with regard to Arunachal Pradesh. Some
of the articles in Manish Sharma’s edited book, Economy of Arunachal Pradesh:
Problems, Performance and Prospect (Guwahati, DVS Publishers, 2008) also discuss
the aspects of socio-economic changes in Arunachal Pradesh. A number of articles in
the edited work of T. Mibang and M. C. Behera, The Tribal Villages in Arunachal
Pradesh: Changing Human Interface (Abhijeet Publications, New Delhi, 2004) also
provide materials to understand the dynamics of social change in Arunachal Pradesh.

In addition to the views and approaches of social changes in Arurzchal Pradesh
we can see some other perspectives and agents of changes in societies of Arunachal
Pradesh. Amrendra Kumar Thakur highlights the aspects of institution of slavery as
an important institution which brought about changes during the pre-modem period
due to its use value and the exchange value and the post-Independence period too in
his book Slavery in Arunachal Pradesh (Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2003). In
the later period, masters got compensation amount in lieu of the liberation of slaves.
Hence, due to abolition of slavery direct capital flow in cash started to the masters.
The article of Thakur, ‘Social Transition in Pre-Colonial Arunachal Pradesh: Servitude
as a Prime Mover’ (Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 60" Session, Calicut,
1999, pp. 391-403) also provides insights to the problem.

The changes are also witnessed in the socio-cultural life of the people of
Arunachal Pradesh, Amrendra Kumar Thakur has highlighted the issue in one of his_
articles, ‘Pre-modermn Accommodation of Differences and Modem Innovations:
Religion and Society of Arunachal Pradesh’ (B. Tripathy and S. Dutta (eds.), Religious
History of Arunachal Pradesh, New Delhi, Gyan Publishing House, 2008, pp. 336-
358). He 1s of the view that during the modern and more especially the contemporary
period, identity issues are emerging in a big way in Arunachal Pradesh and this is an
active agent of change.

Another important feature of social change in Arunachal Pradesh can be
witnesscd from the perspective of religion especially Buddhism. The Buddhism popular
in the western part of Arunachal Pradesh not only brought about a change in the
religious lives of people of Arunachal Pradesh butalso in various other ways.

ACTIVITY

Make a collage of the various deitics worshipped by tribes in Arunachal Pradesh,
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N
Dip You Know

The hairstyles of the Nyishi tribe are fascinating. "I'hcy pla%t’thclr heurfand tic _it
neatly at the forehead using a Tibetan tlhrcafJ. Skewer made up of brass js
pnsséd horizontally through the tied hair. Rings me!dc up of-;n‘nc are worr,
around the waist, arms and legs. Additional decorations vary {rom person (o

person,

5 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

® Inthe social and religious life of the people of Arunachal Pradesh the plurality of
beliefs and always the tendency of assimilation existed, The finest blend of
traditional beliefs and the influence from the neighbouring areas are witn

essad
€55<2d.

ICLY

late in the areas of Arunachal Pradesh. It was only from the late 1990s tha:

uiat
various Christian missionaries started their educational and evangelist missions
in Arunachal Pradesh.

e Unlike the other areas of northeast India the influence of Christianity is var,

Not only Christianity but also some other factors have fastenad the process of
socio-cultural change in Arunachal Pradesh,

The indigenous faiths of the people of Arunachal Pradesh are more or less
recorded now. Initially they were extensively expressed in the form of ora

traditions, poems, myths, legends, folklore, folktales and performing arts tha
are transmitted across generations by word of mouth by priests.

From the peint of view of religion or faith, the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh
can be roughly divided into three main groups. In the first place we have wribe
like the Nyishis, the Hill Miris, the Apatanis, the Adis and the Mishmis who
fall into the category of what has been termed as hereditary — Shamanism.
The tribes included in this category have many cultural tr

including their pantheon of Gods and Spirits in conunon.

The second group consists of wibes like the Monpas, the Sherdukpens, the
Singphos, the Khamptis, the Membas and the Khambas

influence of Buddhism and their religious life is d
religion.

'

(V7]

aits and beliefs

who came under the
eeply wntluenced by this

The third group comprises tribes like the Noctes, the Wanchos and the Tangsas
of the Tirap region who are related to the Naga tribe

s to their southwestand had
avery strong tradition of headhunting in the past,

The most popular indigenous faith among the people ol Arunachal Pradesh is the
faith in Donyi-Polo. The people believe that it was at the begtning ol this age,
S0Hie uncountable centuries ago, that Aane Donyi, the Cosimie Supreme Authority,
spoke 10 dabhu Thanyi and el devotees.

* The worship of the Sun amongst the tribal of Arunachal Pradesh has its cultural
and philosophical origin since migration and settlement of the people i the
areas of Arunachal Pradesh. The tribal identified the Sun and the Moon with

the Supreme Authority of the powerful life giver and source of energy.
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+ The Mishmis believe in a Supreme God whom they regard as the Creator
embodying the highest ethical principle of justice. The different branches of
(e Mishmis have different names for this Supreme God: the fdug call him
Inni. the Taraons call him Jab Main, and the Ramans call him Matai,

o The Adi abangs (ballads), narrate that the Sun and the Moon — the Donyi and
the Polo -— are the two cyes of the Creator with which he keeps a vigil on the
universe and humanity,

« Buddhism is practised by the Monpas and Sherdukpens of West Kameng and
Tawang, and the Singphos and the Khamptis of the Lohit districts of Arunachal
Pradesh. In addition, there are the small tribes like the Membas and the Khambas
of Siang who follow the doctrine of Buddhism. These tribes following Buddhism
can again be divided into two categories, namely, the Monpas, Sherdukpens,
Membas Khambas follow the Mahayana school of Buddhism; and the Singphos
and the Khamptis follow the Hinayana school of Buddhism.

e The people of Arunachal Pradesh were also influenced by the religion of the
plains of Assam. The influence of what is called the ‘Brahmanical Religion’
can be marked in the foothills of Arunachal Pradesh, as attested by the [iterary
as well as archaeological evidences. Of this Brahmanical religion, traces of
‘Shaktism, Shaivism and Vaishnavism are particularly noticed in some parts of
the state.

-~ 6 KEY TERMS

o Anthropologist: Asocial scientist who specializes in anthropology
o Deity: Agod or goddess (ina polytheistic religion)
‘o Hereditary: Conferred by or based on inheritance
o Indigenous: Originating or occurring naturally in a particular place; native

o Malevolent: Having or showing a wish to do evil to others

7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

Donyi-Polo /
. Swchne
. Hibh Donyi

. True

T NS

. Naga

6. Hinayana

7. “Wheel of Life’
8, Dingla Chrato
9. True

10. Democratic

11. False
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10.8 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions
1. From the point of view of religion or faith, the entire state of /\runlmchal Pradest,
can be roughly divided into three main groups-—What are they?

2. What arc the Three Truths or Observances in the community of Arunachy,
Pradesh?

L)

What is meant by ‘Brahmanical Religion’ in Arunachal Pradesh?
Who practices Buddhism in Arunachal Pradesh?

oo

What is the most popular indigenous faith among the people of Arunzcha]
Pradesh? Write a few lines about it.

0. What is the significance of the Sun among the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh?

Long-Answer Questions

-

. Write a short note on the indigenous faiths prevalent in Arunachal Pradesh

. Who were the followers of the Mahayana cult of Buddhism in Arunachal
Pradesh? What is the significance of the Tawang Monastery for them?

. Discuss the Theravada sect of Buddhism as followed in Arunachal Pradesh.
. What were the factors that led to social change in Arunachal Pradesh?

2

S

10.9 FURTHER READING

Blackburn, Stuart H. Himalayan Tribal Tales: Oral Tradition and Cultiire in the
Apatari Valley. IDC Publishers. Netherlands.
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