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About the University

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education in the state
of Arunachal Pradesh.and has completed twenty-five years of its existence. Late Smt. Indira Gandhi, the then
Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th February, 1984 at Rono Hills, where the
present campus is located.

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfill the objectives as
envisaged in the University Act. The university received academic recognition under Section 2(f) from the
University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started functioning from 1st April, 1985. It got financial
recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March, 1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then
Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself in the educational scenario of the country following its

selection as a University with potential for excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants
Commission from among universities in India.

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007 as per notification
of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acres
Dikrong. Itis 6.5 km from the National Highway 52-A and 25 km from Itanagar,
is linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge.

The teaching and research programmes of the University are designed with a view to Play a positive role
in the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The University offers Undergraduate, Pos.
graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Education also offers the B

‘Ed. programme.
There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been extending educationa]
facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The strength of students in different

departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily increasing.

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial support from UGC
and other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects have been sanctioned
by various funding agencies to the University.  Various departments have organized numerous seminars, workshops
and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national and international conferences and seminars
held within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and distinguished personalities have visited the University
and delivered lectures on various disciplines.

overlooking the river
the State capital. The campus

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the Universi
annual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students registered a marked
improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies (B

: S PGS) have been implemented.
VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet
access.

In spite of infrastructural constraints, the University has been maintainin

ty. The switch over from the

g its academic excellence. The

University has strictly adhered to the academic calendar, conducted the examinations and declared the results on
time. The students from the University have found placements not only in State and Centra] Government
Services, but also in various institutions, industries and organizations. Many students have emerged successfu]
in the National Eligibility Test (NET).

Since inception, the University has made significant progress in teaching, research, innovations in curriculum
development and developing infrastructure.
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Sociology in simple terms is the study of society. It is a social science where various
methods of investigation and analysis are used to develop knowledge about human social
activity. This book, Perspectives on Indian Society, deals with various perspectives of
Indian society.

In India, languages, religions, dance, music, architecture, food and customs differ
from place to place. However, they possess a ‘unity in diversity’. Indian society is a mix
of these varied sub-cultures. In Indian society, family, religion, as well as caste play
important roles. For generations, Indian society has been stratified based on the
hierarchical caste system. This caste system has resulted in the exploitation of the so-
called ‘lower’ castes. Independent India has tried to undo the historical injustices meted
out to them by incorporating features of positive discrimination in her policies. India also
happens to be the birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism. Islam is
another important religion of India. All of the unique traditions of India’s religions have
combined to create a syncretic social culture that is both diverse and tolerant.

This book has been designed keeping in mind the self-instruction mode (SIM)
format and follows a simple pattern, wherein each unit of the book begins with the
‘Introduction’ followed by the ‘Unit Objectives’ for the topic. The content is then presented
in a simple and easy-to-understand manner, and is interspersed with ‘Check Your
Progress’ questions to reinforce the student’s understanding of the topic. A list of
‘Questions and Exercises’ is also provided at the end of each unit. The ‘Summary’ and
‘Key Terms’ further act as useful tools for students and are meant for effective
recapitulation of the text.

This book is divided into five units.
Unit 1: Discusses the effects of British Imperialism on Indian society and economy.

Unit 2: Covers textual perspectives of Indian society, especially the views of GS. Ghurye
and Louis Dumont.

Unit 3: Describes structural-functional perspectives of Indian society, especially the
views of M.N. Srinivas and S.C. Dube.

Unit 4: Discusses the Marxist perspectives of Indian society, especially the views of
D.P. Mukherjee, A .R. Desai, R.K. Mukherjee and D.D. Kosambi.

Unit 5: Covers subaltern perspectives of Indian society, especially the views of B.R.
Ambedkar and Ranajit Guha.

Introduction
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Self-Instructional
Material 1



tonlong wangpan

tonlong wangpan


UNIT 1 COLONIAL CONTEXT

g
:
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1.2 Emergence and Development of Social Anthropology and Sociology in
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1.3 Colonialism in India
1.3.1 Theories of Colonialism
1.3.2 Features of Colonialism in India
1.3.3 Stages of Colonialism in India
1.3.4 Impact of Colonialism
1.3.5 Positive Impact of British Rule
1.4 Indian Society as Fragmentary and Static in Colonial Ethnography
1.4.1 Orientalists and their Impact on Indian Society .
1.4.2 Colonial Discourses and the Indian Society
1.4.3 Women and the Indian Society
1.5 Indian Society after Independence
1.5.1 Indian Social Structure in Post-Independence
1.6 Summary
1.7 Key Terms
1.8 Answers to 'Check Your Progress'
1.9 Questions and Exercises
1.10 Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Sociology is the study of human society or societies. However, such a simple initial
definition of the subject poses the question, ‘What is human society?’ There is a difference
of emphasis between the singular form of a society and its plural form. ‘Society’, as a
singular term, appears general and unlimited. The plural term, “societies’, sounds more
like a set of container units distinct from each other, such that one can take them one by
one to inspect their contents. ‘

In fact, sociology has always studied societies, both, taken separately and together,
as ‘human societies’. The balance between the two aspects may vary, but in the end,
the study of one absolutely requires the study of the other. Neither of them makes sense
independently. For instance, considering India as a society, one can think of it in terms of
cities, factories, schools, farms or prisons. One can also think of it in terms of politics,
media or divinity. It is simple to connect all these factors. They can also be visualized as
confined within the boundaries of the Indian states and referred to under the general
heading of ‘Indian society’.

The development of culture, ways of acting, thinking anfi feeling makes human
society special as compared with the societies of other species. These features are
transmitted from one generation to the next and across societies through learning, not
through inheritance. Culture includes language and techl?ology, both of which involve
the communication of ideas and the possibility of sophisticated coordination of action.

This vastly enhances adaptability.

Colonial Context
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Colonial Context This unit will begin with an extensive look at the concept of colonialism and its

A 2 ’ University, anthropology in Poona University, and philosophy in Mysore University. Even Colonial Context
impact in India. in these universities, only a limited number of courses in sociology; such as social biology,
Any study of Indian society would be incomplete without an understanding of the social problems (crime, prostitution and beggary), social psychology, civilization, and
NOTES effects.of colonialism. India was under British domination for around two hundred years, prehistory; were taught. Strong scientific empirical traditions had not emerged in pre-
and' this ha}d an immense impact on the social, economic and the cultural situation of Independence era. NOTES
Indian society. The contributions made by pre-Independence scholars began to make an impact
C.olonialism is basically the establishment, maintenance, acquisition and expansion only in post-Independence, though the number of universities increased to 16 in 1945
of c‘oloples in one region by people from another, Simply put, itisa practice of domination (with only two sociology departments, and only one concerned for an independent degree
wh19h 1nv91ves the conquest of one set of people by another, It implies various unequal in sociology). The percentage of universities having a sociology department began to
relationships whose impact trickles down to almost all areas of life. 4 increase after 1950. By 1965, among 95 universities, 51 accommodated sociology

Thinkers are divided on the topic whether Tndia’s colo departments. According to the Universities Handbook of India (1973), 16 agricultural

completely adverse effect or whether it also affecteq th mz.atmn b}-, t.he Br%ﬁSh had_ 4 universities, 5 All India Institutes of Technology, the Indian Statistical Institute (Kolkata),
aspects. The economic historian Dr. Tirthankar Roy asse:tggttfn positively in certain Tata Institute of Social Sciences (Mumbai), and Gujarat Vidyapeeth (Ahmedabad) also
of colonialism played a significant part in shaping the pres i ok thf? reger'le-:ratlve role offered sociology as a subject of study and/or research. Today, sociology is taught at all
However, scholars like Aditya Mukherjee and BipmpCh:II:(;rI:ctlllan S;)aclio-pohpcal Systemm. levels—from graduation to MPhil/MLitt level—with some courses giving special emphasis
opposite stand and argue that th ave taken a diametrically logy.
e gue that the regenerative role of British administration was just a tasseapeheodolons ; B j
When the Five-Year Plans were introduced, policies and programmes concerning
' urban and rural community development, Panchayati Raj, education, abolition of
1.1 UNIT OBJ ECTIVES untouchability, uplift of weaker sections (scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and other
backward castes), and rehabilitation of people affected by large-scale projects
. \ . . . ., . .
After going through this unit, you will be able to; (constructions of large dams, industrial estates, capital cities, etc.) were important areas

of research by sociologists. In the 1950s and 1960, several micro-level studies of caste,
joint families, and village communities were carried out. M.N. Srinivas introduced the
concepts of dominant caste, Sanskritization, Westernization, and Secularization to

® Describe the outline of Indian society

e Discuss the features of colonialism in India

e Explain the stages of colonialism in India understand the realities of inter-caste relations and their dynamics. You will learn about
® Evaluate the social and cultura] impact of colonialism these concepts .in unit 3 of the book. | .
Change in the structural and functional aspects of family in different parts of
1.2 EMERGENCE AM India was the focal point of most studies in the area of marriage, family and kinship. The
ANTHROPOL()G EVELOPMENT OF SO CIAL village studies focused on stratification and mobility, factionalism and leadership, the
Y AND SOCIOL 0 jajmani (patron—client) relationship, contrasting characteristics of rural and urban
TS i o it . GY IN INDIA communities, and linkages with the outside world. During the 1970s and 1980s, several
during the colonial period ;gy as adistinct discipline cq b soglal research institutes were .es.tabllshed in different parts of India. Also, many
P - FOr' Smooth admjp; Stratio n e. tFaced back to the 1920s: universities established interdisciplinary women ’s studies. _By now, sev.eral studies have
€ Indian customs, manners anq in<e: I}s the British administrators had to been conducted in the fields of education, urban sociology, social movements,
also keen to learn local languages, traditi stitutions, Christian missionaries were communication, voting behaviour, and industrial relations. Currently, sociologies of law,
gllteractmn. The gngilril, de¥e10pment and ﬁmc(‘)jz"‘:i;)elifefs, and cultyre fsill())gtijc:: Zc\:::ial science, medicine, and so on, have earned due importance in the field of sociological
€ economy an 0 : : 0 -
joint famil))" systl::n t\);,ver;h seo‘;i]liaief/t:‘ba! Commﬁnit;,h :(?:}?:i;usmms and traditionii research.
administrators and intell © Importan ndu caste system an
vaiousemogmphic st P Itall i 1 Of study by the Briih 13 COLONIALISM IN INDIA
during this era constitute a wea]th Ofinafl(),hs’ census doCUme‘:t‘;S conducted in 1871. T:Z g . LN o .
The formal teachi ) Mation oy Indig > and gazetteers produc Differing views existon colonialism. One school of t ought cox_151‘ders it nothing more
the Uni s Sociology heg, Sociology. than foreign political rule. Another group of thinkers views colonialism as perpetuating a
;iti(unr(})l\v_é;iv:rlsjig?;rl Sgl;y of Bmeay in] 981 n (;nly in the second decade of the 20t traditional sociq-ecqnomic structure. Some. scholars view colonialism as representinga || Check Your Progress
T I Butlnpre-Inde en(’ie aleutty Nivers; tyin 1917, and at transitional society, in the process of evolving from a traditional to a modern capitalist L Whemdid ths s
S s;pamte " 00na~l.1ad included socflce €ra, g ythree therun; ’itie o society. Yet oth.e.rs see colomahsm a}s producing a society in which two sectors co- of Indian soci:l:g;l
in Bombay and Lp k S, OfS.OCIOIOgY; it was ¢ 1ology a¢ A course bF univers there exist—one traditional and pre-capitalist, the other modern and capitalist. Colonialism is as a distinct
y ucknow universities, o, Ot ut.’bed With the " Subject. But, th" cs charged by some radical thinkers, with perpetuating, or at least failing to uproot, semi- discipline begin?
i;(i{;l:;:r[mclional mics ang politic;ﬁa;?;r::f?ggﬁ: T:w feudal features. In fact, colonialism essentially involves two conditions: the land held as
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a colony has no real political independence from

the ‘metropolis’, and the relationship
between the two is one of exploitation.

Colonialism is a system of economic and political control evolved by strong nations

ker nation’s m: sources for the former’s benefit. As the
well-known Indian historian Bipan Chandra putit, colonialism ‘is a well-structured

her institutions and under her final contro]’,

. (5] s .
are devised in keeping with the iﬁo s,:fC t%r:aonu(t:ror S(;Clal g o puent agolony
: "etropolitan country rather than the

terest
needs of the colony itself Colonialism ¢
5 nvelo i :
political aspects. Lol €eonomic, cultural as well as

e diff;
by Indiaun Sieatsta

Bass Fea fcolonialism ang thy Many scholars a5 fthat of the ‘class-ic’ colony; the
% e iali
der British rule, It may be pointeq Out%hs Ofcolonialism gpe well illustrated
same form at all times; Wwhile the bag;

at

Imperialjst
» € Stages of colopia:

themselves: each merges into the Next stage :flxau]::gl aref no

me fe

stages with some distinct featureg,

country, in the world or in the
twatertight compartments if
atures Continuing into the later
1.3.1 Theories of Colonialism

Ee;::;?lt;?:kam theories of ¢ ism
coll())nialism andeirdsc;.nlt('ﬁfl'rl Marx, in by writ] ing of a number of
colonialism interface \;vallzsl SOn.le Ofthe ke a destructive role of
of capitalism in the cojop, ﬂ:admg 0. Thess fe catures which the capitalism™
or the colonising countrz Houglh theyh ot ot conducive to the gr Owt,h
colony to the metropoljs ln v <Rty Saw th o of Capitalism in the metropollS
as a ‘bleeding process’ rllinaor:louts forms, quited trapgfe,. of capital from the

. S la . - . .o
accumulation and, therefore, ¢, th?a tg}ie Colony but b in Nationa]jgtg called the ‘drain »

) 0 s

gs CTeIge in the i
» ®Mphagjze
try S the

countries, Wth of iy, 1o the procegs of primitive

Dibeh st i al “apitalism i the metropolita”
nd 1

Hobson, far from being 3 arxirsltlw - Hobsop ' Work g "

W Propounded a theory o colorijalas 4 Conveng,, al By . Wmn of twentieth cenﬂu'y‘1

published in 190), inferpreagion o " Duilding - 1 Labour Party intellectud

conceptions and influenceg some il Talisy, 1 °Major york Imperialism W4°

Was bound to engen ey SUuch expn.c Lconce > Shaped engyip & non-Marxist

pointed out, means 3 pan

onism op i 2SWell, g italis™
ven distn'bUtion 0 "MPeriali thought that capit

i * *he Capitalist system, h°
the Wages of the W”Come pitalist sy

Very une
hands of the Capitalist and

Orkey a.re 88 profits accumulate in
oW, T

+ Thus, the Jow level ©

income of the large mass of workers under capitalism keeps the level of consumption
low. What is the result? On account of “Under consumption’ all the industrial products
that are produced cannot be sold within the country, for there are no buyers. What can
the capitalist do under these circumstances? He can try to sell the excess produce tpat
cannot be marketed within the country to foreign markets. If all capitalist counu'ies

follow this policy, there will be a struggle to capture markets and to secure c§pgve

markets in the form of colonies. Thus, colonial expansion and conflict between capl.tall§ts
of different countries, according to Hobson, were inevitable outcomes of the Caplt'al-lst
system. Further, due to the above constraint of ‘under-consumption’, the opportunities
for investment for the capitalist become limited in the long run. At the.sa_me time, profit
keeps on accumulating and there are savings waiting to be invested. This is _what Hob'son

called ‘over-saving’ which again tended to push the capitalists tqwards C(?lomal expansion:

acquisition of colonies would make investment of surplus capital possible. To sum it up,

Hobson’s theories of under-consumption and over-saving suggested that colonial expansion

or imperialism was a logical corollary of the capitalist system.

Even critics sympathetic to Hobson’s work do not hesitatf: to attack hi§ theory.
Fieldhouse labelled Hobson’s doctrine of imperialism ‘a dogmatic %nte'rpretatlon’, and
one that cannot be explained in terms of economic theory and capitalism; yet he a{so
acknowledged that Hobson’s non-Marxist theory became generally accepted. L1'chthe‘1m
considered the Leninist theory of imperialism as more firmly grounded because it avoids
Hobson’s ‘theoretical mistakes of making capital investment abroad dependent on under-
consumption at home’.

Eight years after the publication of Hobson’s work, Ru.do!f Hilferd.ing pyblished
another important analysis, focusing attention on finance capitalism. Durmg thl.S phase,
capitalism as Hilferding pointed out, is dominated by huge' banks and ﬁnangal mten:ests
that act in close association with monopolist industru?l b_usn.1ess house:& Th1s ax?alys1s of
finance capitalism was further extended by V.I. Ler}ln in t.us. tracton nn[_)erlahsm, The
Last Stage of Capitalism (1916). Lenin’s theory of u?lpe.nahsm as th.e highest stage c?f
capitalism is based on a closed analysis of several pqnc1pa1 economic features. One is
the rapid concentration of production in large industrial monopohe's. An.other feature is
the role of the Bank, which concentrate into the powerful mo.nopoh.es w1th.c0ntrol over
money, raw materials and a means of production. The? caplfal of mdus!nal a.nd bank
monopolies combines into finance capital, a term Lenin attributed to .I-Illferc.hn.g, v,vho
wrote, ‘finance capital is capital controlled by banks and employed by industrialists’

In 1913, Rosa Luxemburg also published her work c_)n accumulation <?f capital and
the stages of imperialist expansionism. She was a socialist leader who migrated frqm
Poland to Germany. Intellectually and politically, she left a.mark on the European s()cm]ls't
movement and continued to play an important Part untll‘she fell a v1.ct1r_n to thg Nam
onslaught. Her central concern was the examinauop of capital pen.etratlon mto primitive
economies. She distinguished three phases of capital accumulation. Th.e fjlr.st involves
the struggle of capital with natural economy in areas where there are primitive peasapt
communities and a common ownership of land or a fel{da! system or an economic
organization oriented to internal demand and where ﬂ}ere is little sulp.lus production or
demand for foreign goods. In the second phase, ca!ntgl struggles V\{lth a commodity
economy. Finally, there is an imperialist phase of capitalist accumulation.

Indian nationalists’ view

Independent of this critique of imperialism developfed by Hpbson, Hilferding and Lenin,
the nationalists in India in their scholarly and polemical writing offered sharp and telling
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criticism of the colonial economic impact on India. The Indian intelligentsia over the
second half of the 19th century began to see colonialism not as the harbin ger of or route
to capitalist modernization, but as the chief obstacle to the transition to capitalism in
India, an understanding which was to lead them to demand the overthrow of British rule.
In fact, the Indian early nationalists were among the first in the world, decades, before

Hobson, Lenin or Rosa Luxemburg, to evolve a multi-pronged, detailed and sophisticated
critique of colonialism.

They evolved the concept of the “drain of wealth’. It was very much based on the
wider understanding of the mercantilist policy of Euro

Germany, Portugal, Spain and Holland and thejr proc

people and finally, i
England on private

Moreover, the drain of wea] .
mfiinly with a view to analyse Oneﬂ;fﬂ:ﬁ: 2'1 "f’as developed b
this term ‘as the unreturned surplyg of o Causes of po
England’. The nationalist leaders were v
chiefly because it resulted in the de leti
analysis chiefly emp. s

hasized thig aspe
‘ t
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G.V. Joshi also viewed drain as loss of capital. He showed deep insight when he
wrote that the drain should be regarded not as a proportion of the annual gross national
product but as a proportion of the annual net potential surplus or saving. He held that this
drain bringing no economic return, accounts for the small accumulation of capital in the
country. D.E. Wachha and S.S. Iyer also regarded drain as representing a significant
amount of capital taken out of the country.

Another important issue on which nationalist thinkers questioned the policy of
colonialism was the idea of free trade and laissez-faire. Nationalists contended that it led
to a tariff and industrial policy which stifled the possibilities of growth of industries in
British India. Consequently, India became ‘the agricultural farm’ of industrial England,
i.e., a source of raw materials and foodgrains, dependent totally on industrial supplies
from England. Further, the rate of taxation of agriculture was also criticized by

R.C. Dutt who felt that the burden of land revenue was excessive in areas which
were subjected to periodical temporary settlements. This, in his opinior!, was the cause
of frequent recurrence of famines in British India. Wealth of the cou'ntrymde was drained
away through the revenue collection machinery, making the economic viability of fanmng
so precarious that the farmer could not withstand failure of rain and other natural disasters,

Finally, an important part of the nationalist analysis of British economic policy in
India was their criticism of government expenditure on the army, the police and other
apparatus of government. The expenditure was so excessive that df:velopmental
investments were neglected. For example, the low expenditure on irrigation works
contrasted sharply with the generous expenditure on the British Indian army, the railways,
etc.

On the whole, the critique of imperialism offered by the Indian nationalist was
one of the most powerful instruments of building national consciousness among the
subjects of British India. The latter day nationalist spokesmen, like J.L.. Nehru developed
and strengthened this critique by incorporating into it some elements derived from the
Marxian, Hobsonian and Leninist approaches to imperialism.

1.3.2 Features of Colonialism in India

There were four basic features of the colonial structure in India, listed as follows:

(a) Complete but complex integration of Indian economy with the world
capitalist system: India’s economic interests were entirely subordinated to those
of Britain. This is a crucial aspect, for integration with the world economy was
inevitable and was a characteristic of independent economies.

(b) International division of labour and production system: The British forced
atypical structure of production and international system of division of labour
upon India. India produced and exported foodstuffs and raw materials (e. g., cotton,
jute, oilseeds and minerals) and imported manufactured products of British industry
from needle to railway engines. Even after the development of a few labour-
intensive industries (e.g., jute and cotton textiles) the policy of international division
of labour continued in India. This policy helped the British produce high technology,
high productivity and capital-intensive goods whereas India did the opposite. Till
1935-39, 68.5 per cent of Indian exports comprised food, drink, tobacco and raw
materials whereas manufactured goods formed 64 4 per cent of her imports,

(c) Low level of capital formation: The economic surplus or savings generated in
the economy for investment and expansion of the €conomy are fundamentg]
requirements of the process of economic development. The net savings in the
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Indian economy from 1914 to 1946 was only 2.75 per cent of Gross National
Product (i.., national income). Moreover, the share of industry in this low level of
capital formation was also low. Machinery constituted only 1.78 per cent of GNP
during 1914-46. A huge portion of India’s social surplus or savings was appropriated
by the colonial state and misspent. Another large part was appropriated by the
indigenous landlords and moneylenders. It has been calculated that by the end of
the colonial period, the rent and interest paid by the peasantry amounted to¥14,000
million per year. By 1937, the total rural deb amounted to ¥18,000 million. The
princes, landlords and other intermediaries appropriated nearly 20 per cent of the
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enable the East India Company to buy Indian products as cheaply as possible and sell
them in world markets at as high a price as possible. Thus, Indian economic surplus was
to be appropriated through monopoly trade.

The English competitors were kept out by persuading the British Government to
grant the East India Company through a Royal Charter a monopoly of the ri ght to trade
with India and the East. Against the European rivals, the Company had to wage long and
fierce wars on land and the sea. To acquire monopoly against Indian traders and to
prevent Indian rulers from interfering with its trade, the Company tool'c ad-vantage of the
disintegration for the Mughal Empire to acquire increasing political flonunaUOn and control
over different parts of the country. After political conquest, Indian weavers were also
employed directly by the Company. In that case, they were forced to produce cloth at
below market prices.

The second major objective of colonialism at this stage was to directly appropriate
or take over governmental revenues through the control over.state power. The East
India Company required large financial resources to wage wars in India and on the seas
against European rivals and Indian rulers and to maintain naval forces, forts and armies
around their trading posts, etc. East India Company did not possess such resources and
the British Government neither possessed them nor was it willing to use them to promote
the Company’s interests.

Financial resources had to be raised in India for another reason. Indian money
was needed to purchase Indian goods. This could be acquired either by sale of British
goods in India or by export of gold and silver to India. The first met.hqd was barred
because the British produced hardly any goods which could be sold in .Indla in CompeFition
with Indian products. British industrial products could not compete with Ind@nhandxcraft
products till the beginning of the 19th century. The British government, l.leavﬂy mﬂue.nc'ed
by mercantilist theories, was also unhappy with the export of gold and silver from Britain,

East India Company acquired direct control over the revenues of the Indian states.
Moreover, both company and its servants extorted illegally immense wealth from Indian
merchants, officials, nobles, rulers and zamindars. This lack of change; alsc? r?ﬂeCts in
the ideology of the rulers. No need was felt to criticize traditional Indian civilization,
religions, laws, caste system, family structure, and so on, for they were not seen as
obstacles at that stage of colonial exploitation. The nged. was to understand them
sympathetically so that political control and econor.ni.c explmta.mon could proceed smoothb
without arousing opposition from Indians on rellgloqs, SOCIZ.ll or cultur'al grounds. This
wealth played an important role in financing Britain’s industrial revolution.

II. Second Stage

Free Trade — Industrial Mercantile Capitalist Phase (1 813.-1.858): This was a
period of exploitation through trade and is also termed as ‘Colonialism of Free Trade’
during the 19th century. Immediately after the East Ind.la Cqmpany became the ruler
over most parts of India, an intense struggle broke out in Britain to determine whose
interests the newly acquired colony would serve.

They wanted India to serve as a market for their ever-increasing output of
manufactured goods, especially textiles. They also needed exp
especially cotton, and foodgrains from India. Moreover, India ¢
goods only if it earned foreign exchange by increasing its ex
were also needed to enable dividends of the East India Com
merchants and earnings and pensions of British officials to

orts of raw materials,

ould buy more British
ports. Increasing exports
pany and profits of Britigh
be transferred to Britain.
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To suit the convenience of British industrial capitalists, British colonialism in India
needed India to be a subordinate trading partner of Britain, as a market to be exploited
and as a dependent colony to produce and supply the raw materials and food-stuffs
Britain needed. India’s economic surplus was to be appropriated through trade based on
unequal exchange. As a result, Britain increasingly exported goods produced in factories
using advanced technology and less labour with high level of productivity and wages. On
the other hand, India produced agricultural raw materials through backward methods of
production using great deal of labour leading to low productivity and low wages. This
international division of labour was, moreover, not only highly unfavourable to India but

was unnatural and artificial and was introduced and maintained forcibly through colonial
domination.

The beginning of the change occurred with the
1773 and Pitt’s India Act of 1784 which were
within the British ruling classes. The East India
by the French Revolutionary Wars after 1789.
By 1813, when another Charter Act was pa
political and economic power in India; the

passing of the Regulating Act of
primarily the result of intense struggle
Company was saved and given a reprieve
But the Company gradually lost ground.
ssed, the Company had lost most of its
real power being wielded by the British
ts of the British capitalist class. The British
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Modern education was now introduced basically with the objective to man the
new, vastly expanded administration. But it was also expected to help transform India’s
society and culture. This transformation was needed for two reasons; it was expected
to: : '

(i) Create an overall climate of change and development
(ii) Generate a culture of loyalty to the rulers

It is to be noted that it was around this period that many Indian intellectuals like
Raja Ram Mohan Roy began to work for social and cultural modernization for different
reasons, mainly as part of national regeneration.

III. Third Stage

Finance Capitalism (1860-1947): This is described as the era of foreign investmen.ts
and international competition for colonies. During this final phase of colonialism, India
was converted into a fertile country for foreign investment, which was made under the
guarantee system. A new stage of colonialism was ushered in India from about 1860s.
This was the result of several major changes in the world economy:

(i) There was spread of industrialization to several countries of Europe, the United
States and Japan with the result that Britain’s industrial supremacy in the world
came to an end.

(ii) There was intensification of industrialization as a result of the application of scientific
knowledge to industry. Modern chemical industries, the use of petroleum as fuel
for the internal combustion engine and the use of electricity for industrial purposes
developed during this period.

(iii) There was further unification of the world market because of revolution in the
means of international transport.

Colonialism at the stage also served important pf)ﬁticfal and ideological purposes
of the imperialist countries. Chauvinism or aggness?ve ngtx‘or_lahsm based on the glorification
of the Empire could be used to tone down social divisions zft home by stressing the
common interests in the Empire. The British, for. example, raised the slogan that ‘The
Sun never sets on the British Empire’ to spread pride an.d a sense of contentment among
workers on whose slum houses the Sun seldom shone in r_eal.life. The French talked of
their ‘Civilising Mission’, while Japan talked of Pan-Asianism and claimed to be the
champion of the Asian people. ]

India also performed another important role fpr Britain. Itsarmy — men ?.qd financial
resources — could be used to fight Britain’s rivals in the sl:.ruggle for the division and re-
division of the world. In fact, the Indian army was the cl?lef instrument for the defence,
expansion and consolidation of British Empire in Africa and 1.\31a. The I‘eSEll[ was a
costly standing army that absorbed nearly 52 per cent of the Indian revenues in 1904.

Politically and administratively, the third stage of colonialisrp meant renewed and
more intensive control over India. Moreover, it was now more important than even
before that colonial administration should reach out to every nook and corner of Inc.ha.
The administration now became more bureaucratically tight, efficient and extensive
than earlier. Railways were built at an even faster rate.

1.3.4 Impact of Colonialism

The colonial policies that governed India under British rule reduced India to the position
of a market for British manufacturers and a source of raw materials and foodgrains.
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* Introduction of new constitutional provisions

e Emergence of new political institutions
Social and cultural impact

e Rise of the middle class

e Socio-religious movements

e New education system

o Introduction of printing press

e Disintegration of the village community

* Disintegration of joint family system and village panchayat
The ruin of Indian trade

(c) After the success of Industrial revolution in Englanq
biggest open market for British g00ds and an expo

(d) Trade was a powerful channel for the drain of Ingdj ;
from India, the country got S dian wealth, Le., for the exports

» India wag converted into the
Iter of raw material,

Indian handicraft and industrie i
- ©8 Were ruined on account of British import policy

® Imposition of heavy duties on Indj

P an manufact
® British trade and tariff policy e

® Indian handi ;
 ancieraft could ot compee i e industrial]
° Growing unemployment anq Poverty in Indig Y produced goods

De-industrialization
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odeand documented jn &u: X,ﬁiﬁ?\?fﬂ?‘?wﬁeﬂ consequences of
n factory i . ' €1t was eyj
N cottage indrzlsltrgl'iusltry In England, the beginnin;lg?[l[?y connecta:
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- The Indian 4r¢ ®ir machine-made
' 18an was not jp o position to

€ Coming of machines.
€re soon compensated

with the growth of m,

products of Indian i

by alternative employment opportunities in new factories. In India, ‘ma'chine?made
products were coming from England, and, the developmen.t of factorles in India was
very slow as it was disfavoured by the State. This bein g the situation, a large n}meer of
artisans were rendered jobless. The workers in factories, mines and plantations also
suffered. They were paid low wages and lived in extreme poverty.

The newly emerging Indian industrialists .also faced hardship due to the
government’s policies relating to trade, tariff, taxation anq transporF..Thfey coul.d see
how Britain was using India mainly as a source of raw fnatem?ls for Brms.h. mdusu.'les. or,
in the later period, as a place for the investment of Bnggh .capltal. Thg Bntls}} capltahsts
who had vast resources were provided with all the facilities. The Indian capitalist class
that had just started emerging and needed government patronage, was, on the other

hand, completely ignored.
Agriculture

iti i licy was mainly aimed at drawing out the maximum land revenue.
E&Egzim?eﬂ?emyem areas, the land revenue was fixed for the zamindars (to be
paid to the State). The zamindars kept charging more from the peasants than what they
had to pay to the State. Most of the time the peasants haq to borrow money from money
lenders. The money lenders charged exorbitant ratt.as of mterest. for. the money they lent
to the peasants. Whenever the peasants tried to resist the exploitation by landlords and
money lenders, the official machinery helped the lz.lt'ter. A la‘rge numl?er of cash crops
ike indigo, cotton, sugarcane) were taken by the British on dictated prices to be used as
ke lndlg(')’lc Cotéon and indigo cultivators were the worst affected. As a result of the
ra\fv.n;alter:iar:\./enUe policy, alarge number of peasants were reduced to landless laboprf:rs.
%I:: Zur?ll‘;)er of landless labourers was as high as 20% of the population (52.4 million
with their dependents) in 1901. . |
The poorer peasants were raising crops ff)r the market virtually hypotl}ecated in
d to the money lender, the better-off section of th.e peasantry was rela_tlvely fr;e.
et 1d store their goods, and wait for better prices than what prevailed during
ey laﬁf:r e ket after harvest. They could also cart their crops to markets in towns
U glu.t in.the marn_ce than what the village bania or itinerant dallal offered. Furthermore,
PN bet:j(r ptheir own decision as to which crop to grow while the poorest farmer
tey ee uldx fi eced to raise crops as demanded by the village bania. In some regions,
Klas Ycl:m::lall)s,ar(:trs themselves became money lenders to poorer peasants and thus the
prf)cr:ass (l:f differentiation was accentuated. oy
According to estimates based on the 1931 census, we get the following p}cture of
~ Accor %l age India. At the bottom of the pyramid were th'e land!ess agricultural
e e ol gbonded labourers) accounting for 37.8% of agriculturists. The stratum
e (mChiidltlI:g farmers with very small holdings of below 5 acres (9%) :.md various
e te will and share croppers (24.3%). Thf? layer above consnstfed of the
lt));pes Offtfe nal:FS-Ifo-f farmers with land above 5 acres in size (aboqt 25.3%). Finally, at
thétszrir?o:/iz;cz)f the pyramid were the members of the rer:lt recegltl?fnccl);;st;,er%i?l)é :(1;
whom did not actually cultivate land themselves (3.6%). The conditi oy
: d all their life, and sometimes for generations, for
labourers was the worst: they worke

the ‘master’.

Under British rule. more and more areas were brought under commercial crops

ialization of agriculture
such as indigo, opium, sugarcane, cotton, tea, coffee, etc. Comtlr:;:ricndustry. N re%gr;rds e
was mainly motivated on account of British revenue from
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colonial motives, the commercialization of Indian agriculture was promoted to provide
raw materials to the British industries and to convert India into a raw material producing
country. On account of commercialization of agriculture, more areas were brought under
the commercial crops leading to the shrinking of areas growing food grains. Indian
agriculture was linked to the world markets. It also led to the emergence of new
merchandise class who further exploited the peasants. The tragedy of commercialization
of agriculture was the coercive hold of the Zamindars, the moneylenders, the merchants,

the British planters, lease holder, and so on, on the peasantry. Commercialization further

exe;;lo:hed the peasantry to exploitations and opened the floodgates for the drain of Indian
wealth.

Under the commercialization of agricultur i
: e, the productio r
consumption but to cater to the market needs, d " wasnotmade fo

Growth of rural indebtedness

The worst feature of the famjy, .
monsoon or non-availability of food o x-vas that they did not r esult due to the issue of

because the starving population haq e mone;l;he majority of the starvation took place

to be deliberate British imPeﬁaliStpolicy, to buy foodgrains, Thus, it can be stated
Pressure of population gver land

1.3.5 Positive Impact of British

The presence of a colopg)

; 0
rle. The inpactof Brish y o - 1diansilply g g
What India had known b Thn dian society ang cultur, acomplex, yet decisive:
by a systematic attempt g, gi<ca > 20lishm, Was widely different from

to dissep; €nt of Colonjg| rule; . d
cultural current. Face v; ! ial le in India was followe
With the chyy), Cultur,
an attempt to reiny; Do i ©

i € and ideolo inant
iti € Intryg; gy as the dominan
culture was made dﬁ;?;m??ﬁona] insti tions cllorl; of colonial culture and ideclogy:
. Cteen ze th . ..
The Impact of mogq thcentmy € potential of tradmonal

; €m Weste . )
Power gave birth tg 4 pe ™ Cultyre
. W awaken; and copg; )
India had beey, colonizeq by :1:::(;8- There yqg 2?::::811683 of defeat by a foreigh
i foreigners ... oS that a vast country like
s bec
re,

Ause of interna] weaknesses

Rule

Role of press and literature

The second half of the nineteenth century saw an unprecedented growth of Indian-
owned English and vernacular newspapers, despite numerous restrictions imposed on
the Press by the colonial rulers from time to time. In 1877, there were about 169
newspapers published in vernacular languages and their circulation reached nearly

1,00,000.

The Press, while criticizing official policies, on the one hand, urged the people to
unite, on the other it also helped spread modern ideas of self-government, democracy,
civil rights and industrialization. The newspapers, journals, pamphlets and nationalist
literature helped in the exchange of political ideas among nationalist leaders from different

regions.
Western thought and education

Introduction of a modem system of education afforded opportunities for assimilation of
modern western ideas, which, in turn, gave a new direction to Indian political thinking,
although the English system of education had been conceived by the rulers in the interest
of efficient administration. The liberal and radical thought of European writers like Milton,
Shelley, John Stuart Mill, Rousseau, Paine, Spencer and Voltaire helped many Indians
imbibe modern rational, secular, democratic and nationalist ideas.

The English language helped nationalist leaders from different linguistic regions
to communicate with each other. Those among the educated, who took up liberal
professions (lawyers, doctors, etc.) often visited England for higher education. There
they saw the working of modern political institutions in a free country.and compared that
system with the Indian situation where even basic rights were denied to the citizens.
This ever-expanding English educated class formed the middle class intelligentsia who
constituted the nucleus for the newly arising political unrest. It was this section which
provided leadership to the Indian political associations.

14 INDIAN SOCIETY AS FRAGMENTARY AND
STATIC IN COLONIAL ETHNOGRAPHY

In India, languages, religions, dance, mus.ic,‘arcpitecmre, food and customs differ from
place to place. However, they possess unity in d1ver§ity. The culture of India is a mix of
these varied subcultures. India happens to be the birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism and Sikhism. The Afghans, Turks an.d Persians invaded India apd made the
country their home. They also contributed significantly to the culture of their new home.
As a result, we now have an India that is really colourful and extremely tolerant.

During the first half of the eighteenth century, India Wwas prosperous and trade
was booming. The export was done on a large scale to various Asnan.and European
markets. After the colonizers took over during the late 1700s, t_hey discouraged the
export of finished goods from India. This was the first step by which the Indian market
was compromised in order to increase the benefit of the markets of England.

Due to the restrictions that were imposed on the export of products and the
shipping of raw materials from India, many Indi'an traders lost their wealth. This was
basically a phase of ‘deindustrialization’ in India. Befqre colom:.ﬂ rple, people were
enthusiastic about pursuing trade s their livelihood, but with the beginning of the colonial
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rule, that enthusiasm was thwarted. Now the inclination shifted towards agriculture, but
even that was not an encouraging option for the common man. Taxation on agricultural

}Jroduce was even heavier as compared to the pre-colonial rule, which itself was quite a
ot.

Some of the Britisﬁ historians are of the view that British rule brought calmness
and stability into the Indian administration and brought a sense of unity among various

regions in the Indian economy. These claims, however, are completely rejected by Indian

historians but we cannot deny the fact that the administrati i i

. ) tion was weak in India. Also
there was a lack of unity which allowed the British to take over India in the first place.
Agriculture was the mainstay of the Indian eco, i : ;
or the Mughal era, contributing the b o during the pre.-colonial period

iggest s ; :
employment generator. The major c;ol;gsgprod::;;edEﬁ&l?se;iiﬁlihiiutg:dbﬁﬁgstt
9lilsieeds’f preals, hemp, chili sugarcane, cotton, indigo, betel and other cagh crops;’
lﬂog:ci;loiva? on waslargely seenin Agraand Gujarat while Ajmer was famous for the
’ ¢ ogarcane. The fo al dynasty Babur introduced the

under of the Mugh
ultivati . rotthe
:obaZ:(t)l gﬁg ;l:t:ltlg iTtrn:;l aian fuuts In India; this was followed by the cultivation of
Aside from agriculture tr::ed in Ilfdxa by the Portuguese during the reign of Jahangir.
the Mughal era Indian ecf;:::;l The ,;eﬂ:(i;v; a:lrisnz)g, were also important sectors in
- afi . A saw impro
Focllnmumcauf(lm W_hlcfh contributed to the development of the elc):on\;c:yuzgiﬁort apd
Industry was flourishing there was also a tremendous demand for sjli and cottzniexnle

no
community. Not only did they faﬂutgoh tochange the social

cultivation; no innovative methods Wert:li{: any steps to jpe

cultivable land. Hen troduced to jp, >
which were the wors(txia;ltt?lz lﬁugha] Era wag Plagued bycrea§ © the pr oductivity of the
the economy. Economy jn thstory of India, Tpe fammespt::fds of famines some of
Aurangzeb’s death, ¢ Mughal €Poch starteq to det:;:rt;menlt)al effect on
€ subsequent to
Thg great Mugha Empire was s
other empires of its time 0

much ¢ .
: that the . EXtensive anq
consolidated by Akbar, Pl‘ospel‘ez fl(l)ll:dlec:;as y ; Jealous of it, Itsm)ng A compared o

at the time of Aurangzeb, By ; . girand was founded by Babur,
of disintegration ang d&ﬁneuwmll:fdlate!y aﬁerAUrangZebJ’al:lan and attained jts zenith
byAD 1750. nAD 1803, g, En ed o jts being limjeq S Geath, began that process

; glish . toareas j - ;
became a mere Pensioner of the Bpg; Y Occupjeq Delhi ang a5 In the vicinity of De!hl
Ani glish Eagy India C the great Mughal Empire
important way t, understang Ompany,
understand the natyre and the s

OCiO-e .

. \ charac “10-€Conomje ti¢. ;

Indian socio-economic ‘orof the Brigig colo e life in modern India is to
a5 a steady process, E

life,
€. The emergenc, of the Britjg}, & Power, which shaped the

she
. O'onial state should be seen
©-S0ciety relations were

. ... e
arlier, politica) institutions

restructured within the broad discourse of enlightenment. Instead of falling in a linear
progression, the evolution of the colonial state was marked by co?sta'nt ifltera.ction between
the state and public that created multiple sets of discourses and.mstltutlons inaccordance
with strategic imperatives. The power of this state was derived not oqu frf)m ’sheer
brute military force, but also from the ‘grand discourses of Eu.ropean mtlonal_lsm . T:lle
colonial state generated many theories, self-definitions, narratives z}nd strategies, which
were used to define the state and society in the colony. It used various .tactlcs.and also
negotiated with the natives, which resulted in greater control over the alien social World
that it had entered. Hence at different phases of colonial expansion, the state .re-fashloned
its institutions and discourses in accordance with the larger pqliuco—econormc ideas, an
relations between different class/caste forces within the f:olomes. The process of cok?mal
expansion is best understood as based on shifting alhafnces, whereby it uses various
political idioms, cultural symbols and discursivg practices to create hegemony in the
colonies. At each stage of colonial expansion, differing sets of.dlscoqrses.we.re used
strategically to legitimize the colonial rule and also negotiate with various indigenous

groups. ‘
1.4.1 Orientalists and their Impact on Indian Society

In the early phase of colonial expansion, mercantilist ideas.d(?minated the relations between
the Company and indigenous institutions of power. Itis 1m130rtant to note that by the

eighteenth century, the Company had resorted to‘an expansionary logic base:_i on the

image of dominance and deployment of ‘forcei against regional elites. The &fmbhshmmt
of forts and port cities were not only defe_nswe postures, but were a!so !mked to the

protection of English sovereignty, especially its prppelty and exn'a-terr‘ntonal 1_1ghts. W,
forts acted as alternative centres of authority which could forge relations with mercantile
interests against the sovereign empire. After the Battle of Plassey, the ComP'fmy got
effective diwani rights of revenue collection while maintaining the Mughal Polmcal and
legal institutions. Hence, a dual power institution had been developed, which ‘m.ask.ed
the real nature of Company’s sovereignty’. While the Company undertook ternton?l
expansion and revenue exactions, it had to mediate constanyly wi_th the larger public
opinion in England that critiqued the Company for its profit orientation.

The expansion of the Company coincided with the emergence of onentahls;
scholarship which attempted to understand the Indian past throughits .textualdsources.ed
the initial stage, the East India Company’s position in India was precano;lsﬂ]anninunseﬂleteemh
In the last two decades of the eighteenth century and the first decafie (::ul e i ne“:
Company officials pursued a policy of conciliation towards thc? natul,;e ture ;;cted v
dominion. Orientalism was facilitated by a number of acadgnncs who wm-::l a rac
the Indian civilization. The promotion of knO\fvle':dge of Asia had attracte.: scholars as
well to the Company’s service. In 1784, the Asiatic So?lety was founded m. (?alcutta by
William Jones. Soon, Jones advanced his famous thesis on the common origin of Ind?-
European languages. Some British scholars deyoted theltnsel\{es to the study of Sanskit,

hilology and Indian culture and history. Sir William Jones identified Chandragupta Maurya
gvith Sandrokottus of Greek. James Prinsep and Henry Masser deciphered the Brahmi
script, translated the Ashokan inscriptions a:nd many texts of Buddbhist literature. This
opene,d a new chapter in the history_of ancient India. Further, the efforts of V\ﬁlll.am
Jones, Jonathan Duncan and other orientalists rekindled interest in the study of ancient

Indian literature.

However, the so-called tolerating and synergetic orientalism was after all an
ideology which stemmed from the need of the British rule to legitimize their rule in India.
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It, therefore, produced knowledge about the Indian society,

called as ‘reverse acculturation’. It was precisely this political vision of informing the
European rulers of the customs and rules of the land in order to assimilate them into

subject population and to help administrate more efficiently, that Fort William College
NOTES was established at Calcutta in 1800. The orientalist discourse had political agenda. Itis

also important to note that if orientalist discourse was initially premised on a respect for

1 Colonial Context
' 1.4.2 Colonial Discourses and the Indian Society
a process which has been SRS

During the second phase of colonial expansion, the state assu;r.led amore ﬁgi::gﬁ:it

stance in response to the ideological currents of e'vangehsr.n, unhrnarl;lsrtl;l,e e ———

This resulted in the reconstitution of stzjlte-sometyf r.ela.m.onsdl W elrlelz.s gs o

forms of governance developed along with new legmmg slcjct)111 e M
education, universalistic history and en.um?ratt;o.n o;”rslgct:ifeuse;amiem e

the ancient traditions, it did produce knowledge about the subject society, which ultimately and Mill used the trope of Qnental despgtlsT ms ai:]xcr1 r;g e e M

prepared the ground for the rejection of orientalism as a policy of governance. It was, and advocated individualism throllgh_-]lzist Z:Valjzation and there was a shift in the colonial

for example, highlighted that the once magnificent Aryan civilization underwent currents developed in the context of indus arket for manufactured products. The rhetoric

degeneration due to the supposed impact of Islam and the Mughals in India, thus sowing relations from being a su_rplus market to e;l m e N e

the seeds of communalism. British rulers, missionaries and historians like James Mill of civilization superiority and reform charac the metropole and the incipient capitalist

later denounced the culture, character and social structure of the native Indians. This which constantly mediated between publ;cs in

e DAL A 1a,ie., it sanctioned British class and traditional elites in the metropole.

rule over India, if India needed to be rescued fro

Al with the expansion of administrative bureaucracy, certain forms of
ong

ibes and castes, whereby the Colonial
hi e race [: i kI'lO‘V edge or di courses were generated around tr1 ; ;
: j l S S S 1t 1 i cate orles. Hence ﬁ-om ttle mld_
t t J S 1 * by . v state objeCtifled COI]l]IlunlthS aCCOI'dlng to I'elﬁ.ed gt 11 : 1 tl
daIk races Of the glObe. Men llke Willlam JOIleS typlfled t]]e 13 h 1 t l ] : : S, ; o
nonetheless the upholder ofauthoritarian r\]le’ ' nine eellﬂl Celltu{) Or

The racial discrimination that was built into the
which became a matter of daily experience was fu
and the Vernacular Press Act of 1878 followed by the
imprisonment in a case of contempt against court

. toms, kinship patterns, religions and Fit.ualistic. practices of various
regardmg cusit (i to fit them into neat categories. It is interesting to note the waysin
commumt?es G d'o course on the criminal tribes was used to effectively categopze
which thc?t 'Ide;)sk‘)gr):) f;:sional criminals’ which legitimized extra-legal forms of coercion.
communitics

colonial politico-legal system and
rther aggravated by the Arms Act

Elbert Bill. Surendranath Banerjee’s
in 1883 helped sh

arpen the militant Stewart Gordon in his study of the Bhil tribes has poin:iii (()iut tohthe 'de\tlel?llt)}?f:;&fr;
militan tew e : i inked to the ninetee )
edge of late nineteenth century nationalist consclousness; a defensive attitude and the colonial discourse on the cpmlnal tribes V‘t"hlcg :’V";z :‘cl:ssional class’ having their own
consequent delight in a glorious Hindu past, being its important components. This reyiyed British conception of crimma}ls as constitu m.in sgcieties marginal groups with their
interest in one’s own community led to a sharper consciousnegs of other groups that ways of life. With the sedentism of thg :fdran i t,ribes having inherent criminal
inhabited the subcontinent. One of the most dangerous featureg of this agere - I shifting economies began tobe ch.aracten' ; asc e i membersluc':pmolfmthl 2
AT ekonweyhe tendency to disregard Muslim rule of the PTﬁCﬁdinggr e traits. Alternative legal systems hke.the .- .orrgef :ztmen; within the police services, had
The question of historicity being always Important, the revivaljsts soughta ¢ g CenFunes; thaei and the expansion of the thagi/dacoity e[:l i I
patriotic tradition in the heroic Rajput and Maratha resistance to Muet, E} c;l i f0ffned Mugh BE fhede (1sgoup2 weredbase = i:::erests also influenced much of
i : : judi omic
The xenophobic strand of nationalism eventually manjfes; d f a;f ) ynasties. f communities whose social prejudices and econ
communal politics. The seeds of communaigg, _-ecitselfin the form o the assessments. . .
(1876-80). On 30 December 1906, 5 separatewzrr:;o:}:'n 1(\1/[um;g Lord Lytton’s viceroyalty From the middle of the nineteenth centtgy, SysFemzt-:c efforftz ::teée; ;:;ciig Cfg:izz
L e Muslim Leg hed : ; ieties, based on a Brahminic theory o :
to pursue and safeguard Muslim interests, The gue-was launche . fication of societies, it
- eir demands vy i all-India classiil 1 relations between the castes. Some ethnologists
Morley Reforms, known as the Govern . ©r¢ accepted through Minto- PN espond to the actualre ; : ienti
ment of Indla Act of . : which did not corresp Ik ibe castes, while others employed pSCUdO—SClentlﬁC
novel method to distribute anq balance t, ¢t Ot 1909. This Act devised a tional criteria to describe castes, : din of
izati i iti © Power. It cam : used the occupalt ial classification. Hence, the colonial understanding o
communalization of Indian politics. After gair: € as the first effective dose of : A anithi etry for racial cla A ;i .
) ' : anthropom o ots mm ding to immutable
half of the nineteenth century, the Britisialtglrrxiictih e lqyalty of Muslimg during the second rac1tf;rsr1;rl:j tribes was based on the categorization of communities according
castes. In many ways, the colonia] rule redefine their attention to uplift non-Brahmin cas
immersed themselves in

Jivious and occupational traits. Susan Bayly argued that the colonial administration
e social, religious

2T nderStanding the an¢ ©Caste system, The orientalist scholars

texts often ignoring the Indj )

of this period was more interest.ed in understani;n;g1 Ctleleatl:;(r)rllO%;C;::(rin T:c;);aalt ctl;::tsi :1);
. dian customs thy Were o bast The.y focussed on classical the race rather than the ideologies of thzcisgﬂépoﬁetric §ata.

Important in governing the socia] Jif Their ing, not Part of scriptures, byt were equally radical and linguistic classification based o . | | .
Fhe c.as.te system as the most essential forp, of H?rpretat‘?n of classica] texts highlighted . Karia, author of Hybrid Histories: Forests, Frontiers and .W.lldness' in
it arigid definition. Furthermore, colonia] sy ndu socig] Organization, thereby giving Ajay Skana, ed that the colonial discourse based on the ‘anachronistic’ ranking
of caste system in India by Providing aracj ;1 Ographers Provided 4 new understanding Weste{‘n India'has a:gclilstereotype like primitiveness, evilness and masculinity on vanc?us
argued that the fair-skinneg higher casteg 1al dimensiop ¢, the concept of cas te. They of society, construc eTheSe discourses were used for the formulation of legislations like
darker lower castes were the nop- e arepresented the invading Aryans, while the trivial _co'mmun.ltles.ACt - £1871 which proclaimed ‘any tribe, gang or class or person’as
given an official legi fimacy, Utochthopg of the land, Caste Was: gradually the Criminal Tribes

iminal tribe if it were addicted to the systematic commission of non boilable offences’.
a ‘crimina 1
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Hence, tribes like the Magyar Doms and Kunjars were all categorized as cmnma:1 EZS:;:
and were subjected to enhanced surveillance gnq contrpl both by the stz_lte et
landed elites. Anand Yang has argued that the Criminal Tl.‘lbeS Actand tl'le d¥scoz.on i
race should be linked to the larger imperial ideology which sought the _]USt.lfiCa 1 Y
British rule, and its establishment as a paternalistic state. .W%th the shift towa *
authoritarian liberalism, severe legal regulations within the cnmmgl penal codes w;eh °
used for dominance over the marginal groups, especially crimes against property. At .
same time, while the state assumed authoritarian forms, discourses on western educatloln
and scientific rationalism resulted in the opening of consultatiye and interventionist channels
within the administration. Hence, attempts were made at the accommodation of newer
classes within the administrative and Judiciary services, under the centralized comm%ind
of the British administrative services. The discourses on western education and rationalism
were internalized by the emerging elite class forces within India, thus providing an
ideological legitimacy for colonial €xpunction and its reforming agencies. Therefore, it is
by using the tropes of civilizational Superiority, rationalism and western education that

the colonial state in its mediations with the emerging capitalist and landed communities
created a hegemonic discourse in the metropole.

1.4.3 Women and the Indian Society

The status of women became the main focus of the reforming activitieg of the colonial

n civilizations were ranked and compared,

ge of nationaljgpy, increas; :
H: ; Singly ca 0
religion and sacrifice, anq hence, Women’s partjc i e v

EWave of atior IC1pation in the nationalist movement

; Nationalismy incorporated ’ tion
R € Women’s ques

1;11 ahway t}llla; (;her:;. was a cle.ar-cut division betweep the polluted public spaceqoutsidc

e onesnaldand’y PUre private space Within the hope Th ionalist patriarch

had to bear with the Intervention of foreign reg: * 10€ male nationalist pa

. . o
keep his personal space, ie., home &5 Tegime at hjg Workplace, but he chose !

: tthe pury; 8
a consumerist, materiafs i g Etl;rwew of the state, The West was seen
nationalists sought to dep 0

R PPosition tq the spiritualist East. The
. 0S€ a simi gy dlstinction bet E R
outside the home wags to be Ween

. l']d
the Preserve of spivi.. 1. their homes, and the wo
The woman of the householq €mergeq :Isng]mahsm Where the sate could not interfer®
Indians in the newly i € new

: i mposed Schemg. The ney, 1Champi0n of self-identity of the
Womenina position thgg Wwas divg :

Iced from mqy ¢ however, giq not seek to plac®
9208, 3 e :
for women’s Improvement g reflective of th Tity. The Plethora of literature produc
woman’, © Stress Jajq

$ laid o the creation of this ‘neW

It is in thig context that py

in Modern India, speaks ofarec

rtha Chatterjee,
Onstructed ‘class1cal’ trad

adition which was distinct bt

from the West as well as the prevalfetl]lt popular cu],ture. zlleil‘lrf::b\évggzl uc;f ;E': ul::::
i i verse of the ‘common’ wom ) ,
S:lt:;z:ii)l:lya‘r)lv; :n%l;:lz .tfll':xzemounds of prescriptive literature.bein g published were mean;
- for an “all round’ improvement of women. The pubh:catlon of Sl.;;h a lal;gzcll)uc::cgi c())n
literature as well as the reformist zeal stressed on edlfcatmg women. '(;‘n,lenhi iy
was also deemed important for their new role of the companionate wi ; W Akl
in tune with her English educated husband. It was common for re orm
mentally_ i tive in educating their wives. Special texts for women were pr'odl{cgd.
ol lnlltlal lte orized as improvement texts, they described all aspects of daily living
g yljCET fs and rational being. The prescriptions of these texts .almcd to clea‘rly
fort?'fgo tlcller ?dcillct)ity of a good Hindu or Muslim, especially a good Hlndq or Muslim
outli
woman.

osition to schools run by Christian @ssnonmes, the‘Indlans

themsi;lvg;eb?;:notf)ocf;in schools for girls. A ‘feminine’ curriculum was c.les1tgnee(l :1(;
omen, proficient in the running of the household and f:atermg on

E the[? ew(v)&; the family and at the same time, capable of nurturing the home on
?f a.ll s erii rationalistic grounds. The early educated women were also eager
1ndlg S .anth ropagation of nationalist ideas of the new woman. Men’s compromise
pa.rt101pants i 'a?r)e li)me had to be compensated for by the women by contl.numg the
i colorfn ‘tualgs that men were finding hard to follow in the changed times. The
i gt about in the women’s world, as Partha Chatterjee asserF§, were both
sl d persuasion, garbed in the language of love, religion or tradition. Women
e c?tz of the ‘u’ntouched’ and pure India. This process did not always l?ad
g e ent of women. In fact, it often allowed them space in arenas outside
el conﬁne.m as done through a gradual and systematic decasualization of the
'the P Trlr?:nwreﬂective in the changing iconography of the time. The icon of Kali
u;[?fl‘:t?;;iggvay t(,) that of chained Mother Goddess in need of rescue, by the turn of
(
the century.

1.5 INDIAN SOCIETY AFTER INDEPENDENCE

: hical area of 3,287,240 sq km and a population of
Indiaisa vast coun'(l)ylvg’lt’}lhtf;igz?gyaﬁl India s quite old and complex in nature. Many
over one billion pe po : inions on the origin of Indian society. However, the old heritage
schiolanshaye diverss hIZ)wn enough evidence of immigrants from various racial, ethnic
of Indiafm.soaety has SIndia’s cultural heritage is one of the most ancient, extensive and
AL AIOUS B who make up the cultural heritage of mankind. Thrpughout the
varied among ll th(()ise eoples contributed to India’s culture. Some came into contact
ages many races and p 1 % thers settled permanently within her borders. The keynote (?f
with her on'ly temlpu?rr:?hl}ll,s evolved was synthesis on the basis of eternal values. So India

isti cu Lait .

ltat:; (ziillsct::; tfll;’:tory and its cultural tradition is very rich.

: ntry that offers the same cultural diversity

-It e of_te.n §aid that th'er:elfwl;:;r(:til:ii):g:s :(r)y diversity, with 29 diﬁ’er.ent state§ ejach

" Indlai Indea ® H.ldeed ]z;il;%ns and character, and a population rich with diverse nehgnogs

W1'th their own distinct tra Such a level of diversity could perhaps be found e!sewhe.re in

falths" = o actzcercls .as ll?urope‘ however, in India this diversity is contained within
an entire continent su ’

- the boundaries of a single nation.

th and east to west various cultures
iai and from north to sou o we ut
have mﬁ:}j ;ﬁaﬁif;ﬁ% cultural pluralism amidst cultural diversity. The composition

Colonial Context

NOTES

Self-Instructional
Material

25




Colonial Context

Self-Instructional

of Indian society reflects the various diversities existing in India. It is es.sential to remember
that the bulk of the Indian population represents racial admixture in varying degrees.
Racial origins, however tenuous, are a part of the ethnic memory of. most of thf:
communities. This plays a significant role in shaping their identity and self-image. In this
unit we will discuss the religious, linguistic and cultural composition of India and obse.rve
how these act as diversifying factors and at the same time have an underlying unity.
Diversity in India is found in terms of race, religion, language, caste and culture.

The diversities have remained, but simultaneously provided for a mainstream culture.
Let us look at some of the unique features of Indian society:

(a) Religious composition and diversity

Indian society is divided into a large number of religious communities, Broadly there are
seven major religions in India, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism
and Zoroastrianism. In India, Hindus constitute the maj ority of the population (80.5%).
The Muslims are the second largest religious group (13.4%). The Christians (2.3%),
Sikhs (1.9%), Buddhists (0.8%), Jains (0.4%), and other religions like Jews, Zoroastrians,

Parsis, etc., comprise 6 per cent. All these religions are further divided into various
sects. Though the other religious communities are numerically less, their contribution to
India’s cultural heritage is noteworthy. ,

All religious groups are further divided internally. The Muslims make up alarge
proportion of the total population in Jammu and Kashm

- Some coastal districts in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala and in Lakshadweep comprise entire

ly of Muslims. Sikhs are more
numerous in Punjab. Christians are found all over India,

included
communities, particularly Mysling and (‘;geference to the ¢

propagating their faith wag ap essential pary SUans, who mainaineq that preaching and
Hinduism s the o]d

estreligion in Tnas: .
Hinduism is basically dividecf ;gtf;}tgivh:'(tha indis fﬁ"ided into various sects and cults-
(worshippers of Lord Vishnu), gpze.. - COrshippers of Lorg Shiva), Vaishnavite

different incamations like Durga, Kalia ‘ ::?,rs!ﬁppers of Shakti or Mother Goddess if
three Gods). Even among these, thepg - 4 €1¢.) and Stmargg (worshippers of all the

. . ha:f sub-divisjons making Hindu religio®
their followers like Swamj Chidanang, vaanangccommohted many Gurus, saints and
Some sects like Satnam; et

mi, Kabi Ipan
m. Br.

of their religion,

on, are also Prevalent in Hingyjg

| i . Therefore, Hinduism
differences accommodates

m’:ll,a?: d,haswami, Swaminarayan, and 50
0 a j
Withits diverse cults,J ang Arya Samaj are also a part 0

any believers, »Tituals and numerous doctrif

Sociologists say that Indian unity has be¢n both politico-geographic and cultural in nature. -

Muslims are divided into two major groups, Sunnis and Shlas, (_)ut of which.Sunnis
have a larger population than Shias. Indian Christians are dmdefi into Catholics and
Protestants; whereas Buddhism is also divided into two, Mahayana anq Hinay.ana based
on differences in religious doctrines. The Jains m India are d1v.1ded into Dlg.a{nbara
(unclothed) and Swetambara (white robed). The Jains do-not pracusc? m?touchablhty axfd
no restrictions are observed with regard to con.m.nensahty and social mtercour.se. Itis
interesting to note that both Buddhism and J ainism ?volved as a protest against the
Brahminical social order and the superior position ascribed to Brahmins in Hinduism.

ikhismi thesizing religion and the majority of the Sikhsarefo.undinPunjab.
Howe\if:;[;ﬁ:nsiﬁn there%las been alarge scalf.: migration anfi IIOW.SlkhS aré fm:;:
almost everywhere in India and even in other countries like the United ngdl?m,b an ,
and the United States. Their unique tradition (?f Langar (free foc.,d for all) has fqughd
together many religious communities and also inculcated the feeling of comnl;umt.y aﬂn;
service to mankind. Sikh places of worship, Gurudwaras, are found everywhere in the
country. o .

i ews in India are small religious communities who have contributed
alot tofvhaigsﬁl:ﬂimﬂ development of India, e.g- J amshedji Ta(tiatho foux;ded (:l'le
Tata group of industries. The Parsis are mostly found in Mumbai and Jews are found in
Kerala and Maharashtra. - o

While the religious composition of Indian §o<;iety hasalsoresulted in the.: dlyets;fylng
f religion, there is no denying the fact that religion has also acted as a unifying orce.
gV}rx; gl os’t societies grant individuals the right to religious belief, in India, communities
enjo; ;1:: right to continue with their distinct religious practicgg o
Perhaps the most significant part of this is that in all matters of f:flmﬂy, md1v1d.u§ls
are governed by their community personal !a}vs (Larson, 2901). R'ehg.lou.s communities
also have the right to set up their own. religious and chantable_ msptqhons; they (ian
establish their own educational institutions, and above all, these institutions c.an lecel\.re
financial support from the state. Taken toge.ther, these are .the ways by W.thh public
recognition has been granted to different religious communities and space given to them
to continue with their way of life (Mahajan, 1998).

i igious festivals which are celebrated amongst all religious
mq;;h;isfg::l}; Iiicl;ngiwaﬁ, Id-ul-fitr and Christmas are celebrated by all religious
communities. Centres of pilgrimage such as Badrinath, Rameshwaram, Kedamath, Ajmer
mmmﬂes- more attract people from every corner of India across religious lil.'les
::?:é::gdl;inﬂze process of national integmtign. The toun‘§t places portraying beautiful
Muslim architecture like the Taj Mahal, Lal Quila, Qutub Minar, and so on, attract people

from all walks of life.
(b) Linguistic diversity |
- Lan has also been an important
. ulti-lingual country. : guage has -ranin
gﬁi ::: :l]xz:y b:se\l:/ :ﬂ“;s unity in India. According to the Grierson (Linguistic Survey

- of India, 1903-28) there are 179 languages and as many as 544 dialects in the country,

The Constitution of India, in its 8th Schedule recognizes 22 ofﬁcmtll lmgdu?f%m with Er}ghsh
as an important associate language. All the majorolan'guages ave different regional
variations and dialects. Some of the dialects of Hmc!l are Bhojpuri, Rajasthani, and
Haryanvi. Originally, only 14 languages were mcludqd n Fhe 8th Schedgle. Bodo, Dqgr:,
Konkani, Maithili, Manipuri, Nepali, Santhali and Sindhi were recognized later. India’s
first PM Jawaharlal Nehru had remarked, “The makers of the Constitution were wise in
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laying dowpthatallthe 13 or 14 languages were to be national languages.” The languages
listed in this schedule have acquired different names at different stages and are better
known as the scheduled languages now. The Minorities Commission report and the

official Language Resolution 3 of 1968 considered languages listed in the schedule as
major languages of the country. -

The “Programme of Action’ Document, 1992 of the National Policy on Education,
1986 considered them as modern Indian languages. The highest literary awards in the

country are given to 24 literary languages in India by the Sahitya Academy, and
newspapers-and periodicals are published in 35 languages every year.

English is recognized as an important instrument of knowledge dissemination,

. commerce and maintenance of international relations, A provision was made to extend

the use of English langua ge in the article 343 as ‘Official language of the Union’ for all
?fﬁmal B PSS of th-e Union even a}fter aperiod of fifteen years with a provision that
‘the President may, during the said period, by order authorize the use of the Hindi language
in addition to the English language’. gua,

Originally among the scheduled langua; .
ges, the speak i :
percent.age (41.03%). However, it is noticed that the h;glnsgzs I'Z;};nsdlln hti: gfut;lt%yh?;
their respective border zones. rather they gradually merge and overlap in
Though all the languages spoken in India are diffe.
. o5k rent fro

may be grouged mt9 fOlll: linguistic families; the Austric Fa:nilyI(‘Il\;;.2:;1:::;(:;1 %r);et' ﬂ'ley
family (Dravida), Smg-leefan Family (Kirata) and Indo-European Famil iA vidian
languages °,f the Austric family are spoken by tribal people in Meghala y .')'a). The
Central Indian tribal belts like Ranchi, Mayurbhani ¥4, andin parts of

, etc.
The languages of the Dravidian family are

. spoken in so .
The dialects and languages of the Sing.- Uthern parts of India.

c Tibetan fam; .
ll:Ieorl:llle v(:lf the North-.Eastem region and in the s“b'Hims:uz are .Spol.(en by the tribal
z:ﬂo - a;stth Peolple in the Ladakh region, Jammy anq Kasglm: -8ionin the North an?
s .
founfipiil Nor:hseln;lilgu';lg]eso T!le _Speakers of the languages of Incland machal Pr'adGSh
2 The majority of the people inthe Norgh g P o
Aryan (Indo-European family), Mg, orth Indian plains speak Indo-

. arash
population of speakers of thege languages, ra and Madhya Pradegh also have large

fthe country’ ;}’9 staI:ldla 'S Perplexing, not only for visitors but
alsohas a uni guistic barriers are Cole:;l:s a;locll)ted one or two of the 22 official
o 50 14s a unique written form, wi unided by the f; age
ignorant of that language, Wlthanalphabet that act that each languag

o 15 unrecognizable to people who 2°
The linguistic diversity fo

ient ki . und acrosg [pg;
::ﬁ:ﬁ" aifet?léineac: o itsownlan ahgl:l ;;t:mi from a history that saw numerou®
gcom w %€ languages remained distinct to th°
State lines later drayy !

. °1ged with another,
linguistic boundaries,

After Independence ’
T » INan
of Hindi as India’s national lap y of the Southern state

. . S1 . . son
different regions of the 8uage. Simultanegygy, o India opposed the installati®

C . A S -
resulted in the protectip OURTY for organization of o ¥ there was a strong lobby 2cr°®

8 and encouraging of linguistic djvztrls?t;inguism b T
ity.

The formation of groups based on common linguistics, each with the political -

rights to administer itself within the structure of the federal system, resulted in that
particular linguistic community becoming the majority in that specific region. Slogans
like ‘Tamil Nadu for Tamils’, “Maharashtra for Marathi’s’, and so on further aggravated
the language problem.

Although there is a great diversity of languages and dialects in India, fundamental
unity is found in the ideas and themes expressed in these languages. Sanskrit has influenced
many languages in India-However, in spite of diversities, Hindi continues to be the
national language and people of one State can communicate with people of another
State as a national language generates national sentiment.

(¢) Cultural diversity

India is a multi-cultural society and is a fine example of diversity and unity in cultures.
India’s rich natural resources have attracted many from across the world bringing about
great diversity in human cultures. Powerful kingdoms and empires contributed to the
shaping of India’s cultural regions. The various conquests in the historical past have also
been responsible for creating diversity. The bulk of the Indian population represents
racial admixture in varying degrees. Unlike several other lands where the dominant
human cultures have tended to absorb or eliminate others, in India the tendency has
been to nurture diversity, which has been favoured by the diversity of the country’s
ecological regimes (Gadgil and Guha, 1992). From the beginning, Indian civilization has
witnessed a pluralistic culture.

This pluralistic culture which has its roots in the Vedic period, was enhanced by
the upsurge of Buddhism and Jainism, and was further reinforced during the early medieval
period, which saw the founding of the Bhakti Movement. Vedic society was an admixture
of different cultures. It was a combination of Aryan and non-Aryan, with a mix of tribal
elements added. There are many cultures which coexist simultaneously in India.
Communities in India demonstrate commonalities in culture traits irrespective of the
religious background they belong to, even though these religious groups are further
subdivided.

Many studies on cultural divers?ty and syncretism have been conducted by
sociologists and anthropologists like Y. Singh, N.K. Das, Madan, Majumdar, etc., which
adhere to various sociological approaches like structural functionalism of Radcliffe-
Brown or functionalism of Malinowski. However, all this research proves that in spite of
there being so many contrasts and diversities, there exists an underlying thread of unity
which is seen in cultural and regional traits. India has undergone many cultural changes
since independence. On one hand, where ethpi.c and regi(?nal groups or castes, tribes,
minorities and other groups are fighting for their individual 1c}enuues, thereis a pervasive
commonality of many integrative cultural.processes..ln India, we can now increasingly
see a rise in “inter-regional migration® which results in the merging of regional cultural
traits, cooking patterns, cultural performances, ritual forms, styles of dress and
omamentation. A sense of synchronization is evolving which helps in dissolving prevailing
differences and contributes towards cultural consistency.

Moreover, the role played.by Indian religion, philosophy, art and literature in
strengthening India’s unity is praiseworthy. Illdlf:l celebrates various festivals together
which reflect the solidarity of people of India amidst cultural diversity.

Thaus, it is to be noted that diverse societies in India have evolved through dialogue
and interactions at different levels. The multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and
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mu!ti-religious soc'fet.y in India is the result of a constant exchange of ideas amongst the
various groups. India is the best example of portraying various diversities and within this
diversity a peculiar thread of unity prevails, making India a unique nation.

1..5.1 Indian Social Structure in PoSt-Independence

India’s culture is diverse. Different regions have different cultures and traditions. At the

same time, you can find a lot common in them, Let ys ) )
. . . . and look at th ocial
formations which lend different characteristics to the Itx:c)iian soc(i)et; ¢ variotss

o Caste system—India’s social structure

given high importance) distress, Now.
take place with greater regularity;
family unit first, '

) Womel.x—_In the past, women have played an im

adays, due to modernization,

. di do
still, on the whole, couples look at sining

retaining the

very dominating by nature, due to hjs
o Patriarchal setup— The Indian famj}y ;

of the family unit, The eldest by
Over matters of the family, melemem

* Marriage—The Ingiay,
Maf. Tiages are usya]j
their own partners, l\z ananeg:d but people ip urb

: of marriage  Jot of importance-
alTiages are conducted witp

an areas have started choosing
Intricate rituals and celebrated

eVery vearin the; eh
- " yearn their femembrance, ©ld when People die, and rituals are held
Unity in Diversity

freedom figer

Which proys
allay the fears of jig pe(:;;l: :nfor

and those who framed 0%
a culturally diverse state”
the leadership was urged t°

keep to its promise of providing equality to all the people of India. Respect for the
individual could only come about through respecting the diverse beliefs and traditions
that the people represent.

Unity in diversity expresses the opinion that India can remain a strong and unified
country while retaining its cultural diversity. As a result of the geographical mobility of
people, various parts of the country are found to have commonalities in their ways of
life. Religious communities share many common cultural rights but this does not extend
to them having any separate political rights, whereas recognized linguistic communities
enjoy cultural and political rights. These rights have simultaneously encouraged diversity
and strengthened democracy. : .

Other areas like judiciary or law are also based on the principle of equality.

Asingle Constitution, a national flag, common currency, national anthem, and so
on, further strengthen the unity of India. All Indians are conscious that they have a
distinct national identity amidst various diversities. The various historical monuments,
temples, mosques, churches, gurudwaras attract lot of tourists and reinforce the bond of
unity. : |
In situations of war and natural disasters, this unity in diversity can easily be seen,

“when the entire nation comes together in support of one another. Even during sporting

events, the entire nation supports the national team, which itself may comprise membeis
from various regional and religious backgrounds.

In spite of the many differences that the potpourri of cultures inevitably entails,
India’s people are united with a common cultural heritage. There is no doubt that India is
a vast land of myriad physical features. The country is blessed with mountains, hilly
terrains, plains, and coastal areas, among other geographical features. There are seemingly
countless religions, languages and castes. The type of food varies in different regions.
Still, people are united and share basic human values.

India’s culture is vibrant and tolerant. Even with the advent of foreigners over the
last four or so centuries, little has changed. In fact, one can say that the foreign cultures
have blended with the Indian culture and the country is better for it. However, narrow-
mindedness can weaken national unity. Thus, it is up to people to feel proud of being
‘Indian’ while retaining their unique features. As for now, India remains one of the best
examples of the term ‘Unity in Diversity’. :
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present in India?

10. What are the four

India?
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1.6 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

e The origin of Indian sociology as a distinct discipline can be traced back to the
1920s, during the colonial period. For smooth administration, the British
administrators had to understand the Indian customs, manners and institutions.

o The origin, development and functioning of the various customs and traditions, the
economy and polity of the village/tribal community, and the Hindu caste system
and joint family system were some of the important themes of study by the British
administrators and intellectuals.

e The formal teaching of sociology began only in the second decade of the 20th
century—at the University of Bombay in 1914, at Calcutta University in 1917,
and at Lucknow University in 1921. But in pre-Independence era, only three
other universities—Mysore, Osmania and Poona—had included sociology as a
course subject.

o In post-independence India, when the Five-Year Plal.ls were introduced, policie§
and programmes concerning urban and rural community dev;lopment, Panchayau
| Raj, education, abolition of untouchability, uplift of weaker sections, and rehabilitation
\ of people affected by large-scale projects were important areas of research by
[ sociologists.
! o In the 1950s and 1960s, several micro-level studies of caste, joint families, and
| ‘village communities were carried out. M.N. Srinivas introduced the concepts of
dominant caste, Sanskritization, Westemizal:ion, and Secularization to understand
the realities of inter-caste relations and their dynamics.

o Colonialismis a system of economic and political control evolved by strong nations
to exploit a weaker nation’s markets and resources for the former’s benefit.

o India was a colony of the British Empire for over a century and it had an immense |

impact on the socio-economic development of the political system of India.

o Colonialismis basically the establishment, maintenance, acquisition and expansion
of colonies in one region by people from another.

o Thinkers are divided on the topic whether India’s colonization had a completely
adverse effect or did it also affect the nation positively in certain aspects.

o Bipan Chandra states that coloniali-sm ‘isa well-strutftured.whole, adistinct social
formation (system) or sub-formation (sub-syst_em) m‘wh.xch the basic control of
the economy and society is in the hands of a foreign capitalist class which functions
in the colony (or semi-colony) through a dependent and subservient economic,
social, political, and intellectual structure whose.forms can vary with the changing
conditions of the historical development of capitalism as a world-wide system’.

e There are various theories of c.oloni.alism such as the liberal and Marxist views
and the views of the Indian nationalists.

o It led to the complete but complex integration of India’s economy with the world
capitalist system but in a subservient position,
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1.7 Y TERMS

* To suit British industry, a peculiar structure of production and international division
of labour was forced upon India

. ® A point that is basic to the process of economic development is the size and

}mhzatlon of the economic surplus or savings generated in the economy for
investment and therefore expansion of the economy.

e The State played a crucial role in constructing,
aspects of the colonial structure.

® Colonialism may be divided into three distj ) -
forms of exploitation or surplus ap ©' stages which were related to distinct

I:ﬁ%“:ﬁ?éﬁimmﬁ?m of subordination of colonial economy, society and
institutions, ideolo re, Clilerent colonial policies, political and administrative
) Bies and impact as also different responses by the colonial people.

determining and maintaining other

® Orientalism was after ali an ideojo i
ve e whi mm .
rule tolegitimize theirrule in India.%typrodthcedsmknov:lidfmm wne need ofthe Britsh

aprocess which has been called as ‘reverse aOCulturafii i?out the Indian society,

o If orientalist discourse was initi y premised on a

¢ The founder .of ethnographic sty
Caste and Tribes of Bengal pubi; as Herbert Risley. In his book

> S shed in i
sociology, and discussed ethnography oftllf: c1 al:;sley talked about Brahminical
S.

« Colonialis B

nialism; Establighy, -
. : ent, mainte s
1n one region by people from anothe:ance’ Acquisition and expansion of colonies

* Finance capitalism;  yey,

. in M . .
on of Processeg arxian poljt; .
system OfpmdUCtlon to Political economics that denotes the

(< . .
* Zamindar: A zam;p, Aecumulation of profitsina financial

dar was ap ar:
tracts of land anq h o istocrat, gy

eld " typically hereq;
reserved the righ to COllce(():lt“tl::;l over the peasan);:l fro tfll}’ilwho held enorrrc;z‘r’:
. » ITom whom the zamin

* Monopoly: It
Commodiy 18 the exclusjye pOSsesci
ty or service, ®SS10n or contre] of

the supply of or trade ind

. an _
Private parties are free fro conomic System in wp;

: m : n
privileges, tariffs, gy subsidi governmepy interf, hich transactions bet\_W"’
s. €rence such as regulation™

propriation. Consequently, each stage

1.8 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. The origin of Indian sociology as a distinct discipline can be traced back to the
1920s, during the colonial period. :
2. The essence of colonialism is the idea of deliberate exploitation of another country,

its resources and inhabitants. The political, economic or social developmentina |

colony are devised in keeping with the interests of the metropolitan country rather
than the needs of the colony itself.

3. The drain of wealth theory was developed by Indian nationalist thinkers mainly
with a view to analyse one of the main causes of poverty in India.

4. The colonial policies that governed India under British rule reduced India to the
position of a market for British manufactures and a source of raw materials and
food grains.

5. The British agrarian policy was mainly aimed at drawing out maximum land
revenue. |

6. The commercialization of Indian agriculture was promoted to provide raw materials
to the British industries and to convert India into a raw material producing country.

7. The Press, while criticizing official policies, on the one hand, urged the people to
unite, on the other it also helped spread modern ideas of self-government,
democracy, civil rights and industrialization.

8. Introduction of amodern system of education afforded opportunities for assimilation
of modern western ideas, which, in turn, gave a new direction to Indian political
thinking, although the English system of education had been conceived by the
rulers in the interest of efficient administration. The liberal and radical thought of
European writers like Milton, Shelley, John Stuart Mill, Rousseau, Paine, Spencer
and Voltaire helped many Indians imbibe modern rational, secular, democratic
and nationalist ideas.

9. According to the Grierson (Linguistic Survey of India, 1903-28) there are 179
Janguages and as many as 544 dialects in the country. The Constitution of India, in
its 8th Schedule recognizes 22 official languages with English as an important
associate language. .

10. The four linguistic families in India are the Austric, Sino-Tibetan, Dravidian and
Indo-Aryan. ‘ .

11. Unity in diversity eXpresses the opinion that India can remain a strong and unified
country while retaining its cultural diversity.

‘1.9 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions
1. Write a short-note on the emergence of sociology in India.

2. What were the views of Indian nationalists with regards to British colonialism in
India?
3. Describe the second stage of capitalism in India.

4. What were the positive impacts of British rule in India?
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| 5. Write a short-note on religious composition and diversity in Indian society after
independence.
Long-Answer Questions
1. Explain the concept of colonialism.
2. What were the Marxist views on colonialism?
3. Explain the concept of “Drain of Wealth’.
4. Wiite a detailed note on the features of colonialism inIndia,
5. What was the general economic impact of colonialiém on India?
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

Sociology is the study of human society or societies. However, such a simple initial
definition of the subject poses the question, ‘What is human society?’ There is a difference
of emphasis between the singular form of a society and its plural form. ‘Society’, as a
singular term, appears general and unlimited. The plural term, “societies’, sounds more
like a set of container units distinct from each other, such that one can take them one by
one to inspect their contents. '

In fact, sociology has always studied societies, both, taken separately and together,
as ‘human societies’. The balance between the two aspects may vary, but in the end,
the study of one absolutely requires the study of the other. Neither of them makes sense
independently. For instance, considering India as a society, one can think of it in terms of
cities, factories, schools, farms or prisons. One can also think of it in terms of politics,
media or divinity. It is simple to connect all these factors. They can also be visualized as
confined within the boundaries of the Indian states and referred to under the general
heading of ‘Indian society’.

The development of culture, ways of acting, thinking anfi feeling makes human
society special as compared with the societies of other species. These features are
transmitted from one generation to the next and across societies through learning, not
through inheritance. Culture includes language and techl?ology, both f’f which involve
the communication of ideas and the possibility of sophisticated coordination of action.

This vastly enhances adaptability.
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This unit will begin with an extensive look at the concept of colonialism and its
impact in India.

Any study of Indian society would be incomplete without an understanding of the
effects of colonialism. India was under British domination for around two hundred years,

and this had an immense impact on the social, economic and the cultural situation of
Indian society.

Colonialism is basically the establishment, maintenance, acquisition and expansion
of colonies in one region by people from another. Simply put, itis a practice of domination
which involves the conquest of one set of people by another. Jt implies various unequal
relationships whose impact trickles down to almost all areas 0

flife.
Thinkers are divided on the topic whether India’s colonization by the British had a
completely adverse effect or whether it also affected th

2.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

e LY

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
® Describe the outline of Indian society
e Discuss the features of colonialism in India
e Explain the stages of colonialism in India

e Evaluate the social and cultural impact of colonialismy
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COLONIAL LEGACY IN SOCIOLOGY AND
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN POST-
INDEPENDENCE INDIA

Tt is difficult to understand the development of sociology in India without alluding to its
colonial history. By the 1850s, the colonial state in India was about to experience numerous
_ critical changes.

Land, and the revenue and authority that accumulated from the relationship
betyveen it and the state, had been central to the formation of the early colonial state,
eclipsing the formation of East India Company rule in that mixture of formal and private
trade that itself marked the formidable state-like functions of the country.

. The most significant event that took place was the 1857 War of Independence,
which suggested showed that the British did not know anything about the folkways and
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| Caste and Tribes of Bengal published in 1891 Risl

ethriographic contribution to colonial kno

Check Your Progress

9. How many
languages are
present in India?

10. What are the four
linguistic families in
India?

11. What is the meaning
of the phrase ‘unity
in diversity’?
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customs of the Indian people. If they had, the revolt would not have occurred. One .of
the significant impacts of the 1857 revolt the advent of ethnographic studies. It was with

the advent of ethnography, anthropology and sociology that be gan to provide empirical

The founder of ethnographic studies in India was Herbert Risley. In his book

ey talked about Brahminical sociology,
It was his work that made the British realise
cholar Nicholas Dirks observes, ‘Risley’s final

and discussed ethnography of the castes.
the importance of caste in India. As the

Wledge thus ritualed the divineness of caste, as

ith politics only in the two registers of ancient
benevolent despotism’.

well as its fundamental compatibility w
Indian monarchy or modern Britain’s

 Inthe British period, sociology and social anthropology developed in India in the
colonial interests. The British Wwanted to obtain knowledge of Indian customs,
manners and social life 50 as to rule India

- Sociology developed due to the intellectual
. curiosity of western scholars and the reactio: 4 bed o

ns of Indian scholars to them.
Moreover, Christian missionarj

h attracted by the
. 0, others were attracted by
its ancient political economy, law and religion. Th Y the nature of

ancie cale . ese scholars were by in large labelled
orientalists, Beginning from William J ones, Max Muller and others, there :Jrfs agrowth
of Indological studies,

The political theorists and philosopher Karl M

. . A arx was attracted b
rule in India to help him in his theory of the evolution of Capitalism. In the);:]: nature of
scholar Henry Maine was interested in the Hindy legal s & way, the

ste, i ..
to establish the theory of status to contract. ystem and village communities

After Independence

:Animportant change in Indiag, g .
intellectual influences, Tindependence

anthropology was inly, iFnotwhoy inltll?xilxl;:d tlt:e teachi

Wasinregard to the external
Ng of sociology and social
in lar, then current theoretical concerns
The syllabiin the, e - oetCed by diffusionism and
Onismang Iﬂdol()gy mdepe ndence period also reflected
o tontrPeRdence, however, American

Were taughy 1(::0 & °fs°°i°10gy inIndia, This can

T

1 exam le’ - . al
like Parsons ang Merton, Maryig thi Methodology, Alon P'e, structural-function

American sociologists
p uence Indjan sociologists 11
verse Intellectual stimuli, Indian

tci i i iological methods in the
iologists began to criticize, modify and develop different 50Ci0) tethod
ss)?:cll(;}z%l;ttlsdiaf society and culture, and these were echoed in the syllabi of different
Indian universities.

2.3 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

. ; isti iscipline can be traced back to the
ioin of Indian sociology as a distinct discip. an be tr: Ot
) B;&H%E;i)ng the colonial period. For smooth administration, the British
adnﬁn’istrators had to understand the Indian customs, manners and institutions.

sAnin o i stoms and traditions, the
. . lopment and functioning of the various cu i
* The ongm;ndg‘;;)ilé’y of the village/tribal community, apd the Hindu caste sys.u.am
:::13[1}2:33 family system were some of the important themes of study by the British
administrators and intellectuals. .
formal teaching of sociology began only in the second decade .of the 20th
® The form t the University of Bombay in 1914, at Calcutta Universityin 1917,
centul—y——aicnow University in 1921. But in pre-Independence era, only three
altllil atul;;l}:;rsities—Mysore Osmania and Poona—had included sociology as a
other ? '
e subject. ) -
cours . dj ndence India, when the Five-Year Plans were introduced, P°h°13§
b pOSt—gmm mepemes conceming urban and rural community development, Panchayati
;nad I;g:lcaﬁon, abolition of untouchability, uplift ofvs./eaker sections,and rehabllltil‘ltlgn
f i;eople affected by large-scale projects were important areas of research by
o

i lo .Sts. . . age
. g9150s and 1960s, several micro-level studies of caste, joint families, and
* In e unities were carried out. M.N. Srinivas introduced the concepts of
vﬂlage C(:g::te Sanskritization, Westemizal:ion, and Secularization to understand
?1::: realities of i’xiter-caste relations and their dynamics.

“olonialism s a system of economic and political control evolved by strong nations
) COlomloit a weaker nation’s markets and resources for the former’s benefit.
to exp

India was a colony of the British Empire for over a century and ithad an immense
[ ]

i t on the socio-economic development of the political system of India.
impac

Colonialism s basically the establishment, maintenance, acquisition and expansion
e i from another.
ies in one region by people o
0Thf cinOIkomeS divided on the topic whether India’s colonization pad a completely
) d ere:fr:ct or did it also affect the nation positively in certain aspects.
advers

Bipan Chandra states that colonialism ‘is a well-structured whole, a distinct social
e Bipan
formation (s

ditions of the historical development of capitalism as a world-wide system’.
conditio

There are various theories of colonialism such as the liberal and Marxist views
o Cre arc v

and the views of the Indian nationalists.

e Itled to the complete but complex integration of India’s economy with the world

capitalist system butina subservient position.

b-formation (sub-system) in which the basic control of
ySﬁTgc t::t;“is in the hands of a foreign capitalist class which functions
Fhe econom)'a(n r semi-colony) through a dependent and subservient economic,
in th:l c:(l)fizzalo and intellectual structure whose forms can vary with the changing
social, ’
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* To suit British industry, a peculiar structure of production and international division
of labour was forced upon India

. ® A point that is basic to the process of economic development is the size and

}mhzatlon of the economic surplus or savings generated in the economy for
investment and therefore expansion of the economy.

© The State played a crucial role in constructing
aspects of the colonial structure. ,

® Colonialism may be divided into three distj ) -
forms of exploitation or surplus ap ©' stages which were related to distinct

I:ﬁ“:ﬁ?éﬁi?i?’“ of subordination of colonial economy, society and
institutions, deoloies s ouial policies, political and administrative
) gies and impact as alsodiﬂ’erentresponsesbythecolonial people.

determining and maintaining other

® Orientalism was after ali an ideojo i
e . : which stemm ..
rule tolegitimize theirrule in India.%typrodfxcedsmknov:lidfmm wne need ofthe Britsh

aprocess which has been called as ‘reverse aOCulturafii i?out the Indian society,

o If orientalist discourse was initi y premised on a

. 'ghetfo;l:;er .of ethnographic sty
aste and Tribes of Bengal publisheq in 1891 Rias Herbert Risley. In his book

sociology, and discussed ethnography of the s teSsley talked about Brahminical

e Colonialism: Esh
; . hment, e
moneregion by people fr tenance acquicit:

. Om ang » aCquisition and expang; ‘s

* Flnan.ce capitalism: A tory, ; fer pansion of colon!

. in M .
on of processes arxian polit;
system of productiop ¢, Political economics that denotes the

eace . :
o Zamindar: A 5y Umulation of profits in a financh

dar w, :
tracts of land and , st i ereditary,

eld anistocrat, typicall ;
reserved the righ to COllce(():lt“tl::;l over the peasan);:l from vor who held enorrrc;z‘r’:
) » I'om whom the zamin

* Monopoly: 1t
o 1l1 .
Comm°diy $ thfa exclusive POSses«;

the supply of or trade in ?

private parties Aneconomy
. ar mic :
. € free from ensty;t;m r;n Which transactions betwe"
Crierence ions
such as regulatio?™

propriation. Consequently, each stage

2.5 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. The origin of Indian sociology as a distinct discipline can be traced back to the
1920s, during the colonial period. :

2. The essence of colonialism is the idea of deliberate exploitation of another country,
its resources and inhabitants. The political, economic or social developmentina |

colony are devised in keeping with the interests of the metropolitan country rather
than the needs of the colony itself.

3. The drain of wealth theory was developed by Indian nationalist thinkers mainly

with a view to analyse one of the main causes of poverty in India.

4. The colonial policies that governed India under British rule reduced India to the

| positionof a market for British manufactures and a source of raw materials and
food grains.

5. The British agrarian policy was mainly aimed at drawing out maximum land

revenue.

6. The commercialization of Indian agriculture was promoted to prdvide raw materials

to the British industries and to convert India into araw material producing country.

7. The Press, while criticizing official policies, on the one hand, urged the people to

unite, on the other it also helped spread modern ideas of self-government,
democracy, civil rights and industrialization.

8. Introduction of amodern system of education afforded opportunities for assimilation

of modern western ideas, which, in turn, gave a new direction to Indian political
thinking, although the English system of education had been conceived by the
rulers in the interest of efficient administration. The liberal and radical thought of
European writers like Milton, Shelley, John Stuart Mill, Rousseau, Paine, Spencer
and Voltaire helped many Indians imbibe modern rational, secular, democratic

and nationalist ideas.

9. According to the Grierson (Linguistic Survey of India, 1903-28) there are 179

languages and as many as 544 dialects in the country. The Constitution of India, in
its 8th Schedule recognizes 22 official languages with English as an important

associate language. ,

10. The four linguistic families in India are the Austric, Sino-Tibetan, Dravidian and

Indo-Aryan.

11. Unity in diversity eXpresses the opinion that India can remain a strong and unified

country while retaining ts cultural diversity.

2.6 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. Write a short-note on the emergence of sociology in India.

2. What were the views of Indian nationalists with regards to British colonialism in

India?
3. Describe the second stage of capitalism in India.

4. What were the positive impacts of British rule in India?
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5. mm?ote on religious composition and diversity in Indian society after
Long-Answer Questions

1. Explain the concept of colonialism.

2. What were the Marxist views on colonialism?

3. Explain the concept of “Drain of Wealth’.

4. Write a detailed note on the features of colonialism in India.

5. What was the general economic impact of colonialiém on India?
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3.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit, you were introduced to the emergence of society and sociology in
India. You also learned about the impact of colonialism on the Indian economy and
society. We will now go on to discuss various perspectives of looking at Indian society.

Indian sociology has followed many perspectives to explore Indian culture and
society, which have developed through constant interaction with the Western systems of
knowledge as well as through indigenous knowledge systems. These perspectives are
developed by scholars who are placed in certain socio-cultural milieu and their ways of
Jooking at social reality differs with regard to their differential experiential domains and
social contexts. These perspectives help in exploring social phenomena, social processes
and social reality in general in the Indian sub-continent. This unit will focus on indological
or textual perspectives of Indian society, specifically the views of the social thinker G.S.
Ghurye and Louis Dumont.

G.S. Ghurye is one of India’s most renowned sociologists. His seminal work
delineated the characteristics of the caste system in India, examining the caste system
through both cultural and structural viewpoints. The French sociologist Louis Dumont, a
towering figure in the field of sociology and anthropology in the world, specialized in the
unique culture and society of India.

3.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
o Describe the theories propagated by G.S. Ghurye
¢ Analyse the characteristics of the caste system as given by GS. Ghurye
e Discuss Louis Dumont’s approach to the study of Indian society
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3.2 GS.GHURYE

Govind Sadashiv Ghurye was born on 12th December, 1893 in a Brahmin family on the
west coast of Igdia. He grew up to become the first and one of the finest expo:ents of
socno.logy inIndia. He studied sociology and social anthropology at Cambridge University.
1On his return from Ca.\mbfidge., he continued with his research and teaching and spen;
1(-;: iﬁ:ﬁ:‘; xg;;m?g;zuﬁmed atthe age of 90 on 28 December, 1984.
He is often considered to be the ‘Father of ha;l(:ﬁgl:)l;fgleggirl’ books during his lfetime.

. Ghurye’s most enduring contribution to Indian sociology is his frui .
hendlogica and soilogelperpetives Despit s g at Cambiage ancer
fuz ritish anthropologist WHRV Rivers and his broad acceptance of the structural -
functional approach, Ghurye did not strictly conform to the funcional t :1 uctural
lllxlx?o;d,feugg - cl(:nllplex facets of Indian society and culture which he ch3seu:) 1:\?;: hlt::
its early beginury;ine 5;?1?1‘; elmergence of sgciglogy as adistinct discipline in India ffi?)m
aspects of Indian f lture agg’sgg'm ‘;‘:t‘;dt;:oc‘rllg:;eemnology. The- exploration of diverse
;)autls.ta.nding achie.vement of Ghurye. His mono‘;::lfsh:io}:ga:il ;Ogl:es 1s the most

eligious Consciousness (1965), on Gotra and Charan gs the aahus (1964), on
Insnmflons (}972), among others, reflect his scholarly bent, Gh two Brahmanical
Race in India (1932) combined the historical, anthropologioat, w1 "¢ 24
approaches. Later, he made a comparative study of kinship i ﬁ:d » and sociological
In his studies of kinship and caste, Ghurye e b1 nco-Buro

. . fopean cultures.
caste networks of India had parallels in sons glﬂ[::asmd two points: First, the kin and

I societies. Second, kinship and caste

on the integration of diverse racial and ethnie groups through the, ociety was based
S€ networks,

The gotra and charana were kin-c :
e ~Cate,
systematized the rank and status of the e gories of Indo-Eyryg

rishis of the past. These rishis were the re ople. The.

S€ categories w .
- alore ere derived from
charana. According to Ghurye, the rul Ponymous founde
- J es 1S of the
off castes from each other were, in fa¢ ofendog e gotra and

) amy and CommeDSali .
them into a totality or collectivi L. an integrative instry o Which ma.rked

1 , ty. The . ment, which organized
guidelines for this integration. The

Hindu refig;
. 180N provided the o ot =
caste structure through their inge S1n India pla nceptual and riualistic
compendia of sacred codes, - TPretation of g,

yedakey role in legitimizing the
"mashastras, which were the
nto earth iriod
anthropology. He i CMPIricism in [ndj
pology: e was not dogmatic n e yg ggyp . " 104120 sociology and social
Ghurye’s works on trip, °0ry and methodology.

o 10 Were gen,
work on scheduled tribes in which, he die;t:: ;T Well as specific, He wrote a general

e historj -
He'also Wrote op sptzti(f)illcalj administrative and social
e Indigr o 108 Such as the Kolis of

. “backward Hindus’-

Pean languages which

of views of various eminent

In his work on Indian sadhus, Ghurye examined the paradoxical nature of
renunciation in India. In Indian culture, the sadhu or sannyasin is supposed to be detached
from all caste norms, social conventions, etc. In fact, he is outside ‘the pail of society.’
Indian sadhus have acted as the arbiters of religious disputes, patronized learning of
scriptures and even defended religion against external attacks. Thus, Ghurye believed
that renunciation has been a COnstrqctive force in Hindu society.

Ghurye also wrote on Indian art but unlike Radhakamal Mukherjee, who viewed
it as a vehicle of values, norms and ideals of a civilization which had thrived through the
centuries, Ghurye was looking atartasa specifically Hindu configuration. According to
him, the Hindu, Jain and Buddhist artistic monuments shared common elements. In
contrast, Hindu and Muslim monuments were grounded in diverse value systems. The

Indian temples were indigenous in inspiration. But Muslims art was Persian or Arabic |

and had no roots in this soil. He did not agree with the view that the Muslims monuments
in Indiarepresented a synthesis. The Hindu elements merely remained decorative in

Muslims buildings.

3.2.1 Contribution of G.S. Ghurye to Sociology

As stated before, GS. Ghurye contributed immensely to the study and growth of sociology
in India. His most enduring contribution to Indian sociology is his attempt to synthesize
Indological and sociological perspectives. He helped sociology emerge as a distinct
discipline in India from its early beginnings in Indology and descriptive ethnology. His
own classic study about caste, published in his book Caste and Race in India, moved
the focus of sociological study froma reconstruction of a social institution, i.e., caste,
from Sanskrit texts to a study of how it functioned in the modern social reality. Other
contributions of Dr Ghurye include Caste and Race in India, Scheduled Tribes, Social
Tensions in India, Vedic India and India Recreates Democracy. In addition to his
various publications, he had also earned international reputation in the field of sociology

and won several awards and prizes.
Ghurye examined the caste system from both the cultural and structural viewpoints.
He highlighted the dynamism of the caste system in India.

Ghurye’s Writings reveal a central theme, i.e., his conviction of the presence of an
overall cultural unity of the Indian population or the Hindu population to be more precise.
He says that this unity is manifest in the process of acculturation, which has been going

on across the country. This acculturation, which began with the arrival of the Aryans,

has proved to be a great tool
diverse racial and cultural background.

hurye founded the prestigious Indian Sociological Society in 1952 and started its
bi-anﬁual journal sociological bulletin. Thus, he created effective forums for the exchange
scholars and thinkers.

of unification and has kept the people together despite their

3.2.2 Caste System and Its Characteristics

Accordine to Dr. G.S. Ghurye, any attempt to dfaﬁne caste ‘is bound to fail because of
5 nomenon.” He hasoutlined the following characteristics of the

the complexity of the phe :
Indian cl;ste society in his book Caste and Race in India:

o Segmental division of society: A caste society is divided into several small
groups called castes. Each of these castes is a well-developed social group; the
membership of which is based on birth. Since membership is based on birth,
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mot‘);llity from one caste to anotheris impossible. Each caste has its own traditional
social status, occupation, customs, rules and regulations. Castes are groups with
awell-developed and distinct life of their own. . o
* Role of caste panchayats: There are caste

rvc;lgl:lz;te st:g co}il:hc't of members. During the early days, every caste in every
ge used to have its own caste panchayat. It consisted of five chosen members

who enjoyed social privileges and res
. pect. The c
anumber of functions. It used to make the membaelSte panchayatused to perforr?

. ) rs comply with caste rules and
regulations. Settling caste disputes and giving i Py
toit, werets other functions. It used 1y f‘l” ar g its final verdict on matters referred

the caste rules and obligations. Yet another func

councils or caste panchayats to

tion of the caste council was to
: . Thus 3
a group with a separate arrangement for meting o Ghurye wrote, ‘a caste was

¢ Temporary or permanent outcasting
¢ Fines

o Feasts for the members of their caste
* Corporal punishment

* Religious expiation
He also discussed the clo

* Hierarchy: According o existing within the larger society
society is the hierarchy of 1Y€, one of the Principal ch ‘ot te
are arranged into foy folﬁmup& Itis found ovell-) th Characteristics of ca:lsps

- € Country. Caste gro

and Sh social an rityat :

VaiShY:st)sI:::tihneat:ztutlznbfhe Kshalri;l:: ?r:l m Y, with Brahmins at the tt?lp
. C . e

caste society is occupieq by tLthgee In the socjy) hjerarzf:er the Brahmins am:' ihe

they are considereq tobe the fnoz‘t‘fjm,w oare Y, the lowest rung 0

the crux of th : impure ted as untouchables. Ritvally
G € caste society, Pure. Thus, the concept of hierarchy form$
urye observes that though )

due to each this gene,
— zr:l;-l: “Caste is not e?slifg‘:lr;:ld 8radation s valid, the placé
the Brahmins at the top a(;gﬁl:)é:’hich to grade tMinable. Further, there is %

. € castes, ion O
large number of Intermediate Castes at the |, With the exceptt £
neighbour’s cag Castes think ottom, the members 9"

; . .
¢and should pe Tanked accord?ltm tlllelr costeis beter than 0%
Bly.

punishments to those who violated

e Restrictions on feeding and social intercourse: Every caste imposes
restrictions on its members with regards to food, drink and social intercourse.
Caste often decides who can accept what kind of food from whom. All food is
divided in two classes, Kachcha and Pakka. The general rule is that the members
of a caste should accept Kachcha food-the food which uses water in its
preparation—only from either their own caste members or from members of a
ritually higher caste. A Brahmin would accept Pakka food-food cooked in ghee—
from members of some lower castes but would never accept Kachcha food
from them. Generally, any kind of food prepared by the Brahmins is acceptable to
members of all castes.

There are also widespread beliefs of pollution by touch, which forces members of
certain castes to maintain a social distance from members of a different caste.
Ghurye has observed that ideas about the power of certain castes to convey
pollution by touch is not so highly developed in Northern India as it is in Southern
India. In some parts of the country, like Maharashtra, even the shadow or view of
a Shudra or untouchable is sufficient to pollute a man from a higher caste. In
Tamil Nadu, the Shanar or toddy tappers were supposed to keep twenty four
paces away froma Brahmin. In Kerala, a Nayar would approach a Nambudiri
Brahmin but could not touch him; whereas a Tiyan was supposed to keep himself
at a distance of thirty six steps from a Brahmin (Ghurye 1950). Therefore,
traditionally, the castes considered to be untouchables were forbidden entry into

the upper-caste houses.

e Civil and religious disabilities and of the different sections: In a caste

society, there is an unequal distribution of privileges and disabilities among its
members. While the higher caste members enjoy all the privileges, the lower
caste people suffer from all kinds of disabilities. According to Dr. Ghurye,
‘Segregation of individual castes or of groups of castes in village is the most
obvious mark of civil privileges and disabilities, and it has prevailed in a more or
less definite form all over India. Segregation is more severe in the South than in
the North.’ The untouchables are not only segregated, but also forced to live
separately on the outskirts of the residential area of the higher castes. They did
not have any rights and were not allowed to move freely in the community.

Caste discﬁnﬁnaﬁon and exploitation of the lower castes was universal across

the country. All over India, the impure castes are debarred from drawing water

from the village well, which isused by the members of other castes. In Maharashtra,

the Mahars—an untouchable caste-were prevented from spitting on the road as

apure caste Hindu might get polluted by tou.cl'ﬁng .the spit with his feet. A Mahar

had to carry an earthen pot with lum and spitintoit. Further, he also had to drag

a thorny branch with him to clean his footprmtg so that nobody got polluted by
walking on his footsteps. Besides, he had to lie prostrate on the ground at a
distance if a Brahmin was passing by so as to ensure that his shadow did not
‘pollute the Brahmin. Members of the Mahar and Mang castes were not allowed
to enter the city of Poona (Pune) before 9.00 a.m. and after 3.00 p.m. lest their
long shadows pollute the high caste people. In Punjab, where such discrimination
was less stringent, the schools run bythe Government practlcally shut their doors
on the students from impure castes like Chamars and Mahars. The teachers and
students belonging to pure castes made life miserable for them and they found it
difficult to sit in the same class rooms. '
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In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the life of the lower castes was severely regulated.
The upper castes prescribed to them the kind of houses they could build for
themselves and what building materials they could use. The Shanars and Izhavas,
toddy tappers of the eastern and western coasts, were not allowed to construct
houses higher than a single storey. They were not allowed to carry umbrellas,

wear shoes and gold ornaments, milk cows or use the ordinary language spoken
by others. '

The Brahmins were given more liberty because they were believed to be

bom “pure’ and ‘superior’. Education and teaching were almost the monopoly of

the higher caste people. Chanting the Vedic hymns was the exclusive privilege of

the Brahmins. They have been regarded as the m, i . Titis
the duty of the king to provide th ost important subject an

em with protection.
The Brahn;ms §e<.:ured ahost of privileges and perquisites for themselves on the
strength of their importance to the effectjve running of the state or kingdom.

They managed to pay less duties and taxes than others. They were given lenient

punishments when found guilty of any crime Thei
rates than those of other castes and onl - heirlands were assessed at lower

the . .
of the temples. The Brahmins were y ey could enter the innermost precincts

. S0 conscious ab ; . .
did not even bow before the idols o out their superiority that they

fGods in a Shudra’s house
* Lack of unrestricted choice of Occupation: In the caste-ridden g

Some occupati ociety, there
4 ; -Som Ons are considered to be syperior
and sacred, while certain others degrading and inferior. Fora long time, occupgfions

h caste had its own specific

restrictions were two fold. Firs

monopolized by the Brahmins anq
: no other ¢
occupation. Another respectable profession, teacliliite
ls);eservc? of the upper Castes, Secondly ’ 5
avenging, washi ;
o erginltgary Zschlng C{Oﬂles, etc. were shunned by g hi °
Cupations of the lower Y e Higher castes and becal™

Individual talents, apy; i Castes,
4 ptltlld&ﬁ, Interests . .
neglected and every cagte was forced tl‘;terpnse, abilities and achievements Wer®

® Restrictions on

Arriage: The Stick to its traditiona] occupations.
als9. Caste' 1S an endogamoyg grou Aste system imposed restrictions on marriag®
v&fhx.ch an individual hag to marr}ll) ) EndPgMy iSarule of marriage according to
dlv'd.ed Into severa] sub-casteg Whiclr Is or her group. Each caste is S9P”

forbiddep, Prof G;re again endogamous. Inter-cas®

urye wrote th is suc
essence of a caste sys, : atendogamy i

Th em. cMinent Sociologist regarded it 35
ere are, however, 3 f; .

OWwn group, which are ;‘,‘;z‘:ﬁptm“s t° the generq) rule of o within one’s
especially in the hills, a map of. L€ Of hype e

o . m . al-n A n.ab’
While in Malabar, he yo A 0f a higher cagte Canrg Y. In some parts of PUt¥*

unger Marry g gj wer €85
EET Sons of the Nambudina-l:yn d (g)gll::(g? a lo. e

tly, pr estigious pri
Wwas allowed entry into that

degraded OCcupations like sweeping’

€

ofessions like priesthood were

Was also almost the exclusive .

Kshatriya and Nayar women. Outside of this practice, the only other authentic
case where inter-caste marriage is allowed is that of some of the artisan castes
of Malabar. Any man trying to violate this law was put out of his own sub-caste
and his chances of regaining entry were doubtful. For example, if the Konkanasth
Brahmins or the Karhada Brahmins of Maharashtra marry outside their sub-
castes, expulsion from the membership of those sub-castes is generally the penalty
awarded to them. ‘

Due to the strong presence of sub-caste endogamy in matters of marriage and
other social interactions, Ghurye tried to highlight the differing views as to whether sub-
castes should be treated as equal to castes. Gait believed that this should not be done as
it would create a huge multiplicity of castes.

Sub-caste was important only for the members of the caste who framed rules for
their different sub-castes. For example, a Brahmin considered the various low castes as
Shudras and does not go into the further sub-divisions within the Shudras but the Shudras
are conscious about the various sub-castes within themselves. On balance, Ghurye pointed
out that no scientific student of caste, not even Gait himself, proposed to follow the
Indian sentiment in this matter. Rather, to get a correct idea of the institution of caste,

sub-castes should be recognized as the real castes. :

3.3 LOUIS DUMONT

Professor Lotiis Dumont (1911-1998) was a French anthropologist, born in the Ottoman
Empire of France. He taught at the Oxford University during the 1950s and was director
at the EHESS (Ecole des Hautes E'tudes en Sciences Sociales) in Paris, France.

During the Second World War, Dumont was imprisoned by the Nazis. Later, he -
developed his German skills and after a spell as a farm hand, he was employedina -

factory on the outskirts of Hamburg. He was given a Sanskrit manual by his wife Jenny
and ended up receiving a private weekly magazine. He took Sanskrit lessons from an
Indologist, Walther Schubring, a specialist on the study of Jainism.

By the end of his life, Professor Louis DumonF had become a specialist on Indian
cultures and societies. He also smdieq western social philosophy and ide.:ologies. He
selected south Indian universities for his st_udy, partly due to.the sl;ift of his mfexest from
Indo-Furopean and Vedism to classical Hinduism. He studied Wlt:h the martml caste of
Pramalai Kallar for nearly eight month.S;. they were selected mainly for their cultural
diversity and distance from the Sanskritized Brahmans caste. Although the Aryan-
Dravidian dichotomy was and still is, important for students of kinship and marriage,
Dumont came to emphasize the oneness of Indian civilization.

Dumont’s book Homo Hierarchicus discusses many new perspectives of the
Indian social structure. The ideas of tradition and ?deologx were intrinsic parts of his
writing. He also brought the method of ‘structuralism’ to his study of the Indian caste
system. The major elements of his methodology are as follows:

o Cognitive historical approach

e Indological and structuralist approach

e Ideology and structure .

o Dialectic transformational relationship and comparison
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.Dumont explains the theory of caste through his Indological approach and assumes
t‘:he union of Indian civilization (unity). Dumont believes that Indian civilization is a specific
1d.eology whose main components are its opposition to westernization and modern change
with traditional, holism against individualism, hierarchy against equality, purity against
pollution, status.against power and so on. This basic opposite behaviour is mainly the
base for compann.g.the.global ideology within the specific ideology of the Indian caste
system. 'I‘l.le oppositionis between the principles of pure and impure. The idea of hierarchy
!1as a.cruclal plaoe in Dumont’s study of the Indian caste system. The system of hierarchy
implies opposition between the pure and the polluted, thatis, it also helps in determining
its dialectics. It also givesa suggestion of the relationship of encompassing and being
encompassed. In the Indian caste system, the principle of purity encompasses the impure.

He studied south Indian sub-castes, their soc o o '
Kallar caste, in particular. eir social organization and religion of the Pramalai

literature of that time.

Dumont became a close associate of Evans-Pr;
) s-Pritchard and Davj i
his Oxford days and close.ly worked with the British empirical trlz;ytlid POCOCk.durmg
, flhvenutally, D,umont.credlted Evans-Pritchard with an achieve " Or‘l of socmlogy
eory’, for immediately discovering the ot In ‘ethnographic

o e . CO )
Organization, from his research data. Dumont’lsmﬂ?ptu'a | principle of Nuer Poliical

his thoughts on Indian society and tradit;
debate in the 1970s. Y “ditonal cul

driftin anthropology, away from the degerts j culture. Marriogt exemplifies a general

out by the anthropologist hag contributed g ungles and arctic Wastes. This study carried

social system. Many we. . cantly to the dgift : g <
of research and rnazy Ofséle;:epﬂgessilonal anthropologsts :;tfdufl the Indian u*ad.mg:la;
is considered o be the foundi;vg f(“: €id studied tribal and rura] soc(;ZtIin dl?/lals\lth;rl;’rﬁvas
was also arepresentative of the gure of the anthyg eties. M.N.

. str - 4thropology of [ndj ial study. HE
You will learn about hjs viewsint(l:;n:::n u;"iltonahst an social study

® Westernization

* Little and Great Traditiong

® Multiple Traditions

® Theories of Structura] Changes

e Dialectical Approach
e Cognitive Historical Approach
These have shown that theorétical perspectives involved in the anthropology of
India and study of traditional shift are diverse in nature, similar to the social and cultural
phenomena under study and investigation. There may not be any single approach that
may claim pre-eminence, neither can particular theories or methods, despite drifts in

urgent issues and popular trends, claim superiority over others. That is why there exists
a continuous debate on these approaches among the researchers.

3.3.1 Little and Great Traditions

The approach to analyse social change with the help of the concepts of ‘Little and Great
Traditions’ was used by Robert Redfield in his studies of the Mexican communities. He
also used the concept to analyse Indian society. Influenced by this model, Milton Singer
and McKim Marriott conducted some studies on social changes in India. The basic
ideas in this approach are:

o Civilization

e Social organization

o Tradition

Yogendra Singh described the ‘Great Tradition’ as ‘those persisting and important

arrangements of roles and statuses appearing in such corporate groups as castes and

sects, or in teachers, reciters, ritual-leaders of one kind or ano_the_r, that are concerned
with the cultivation and inculcation of the great tradition’

Indian social structure is based on a two-step hierarchy, in which there exist two
types of cultural processes. The cultural process that is followed by the elite, or members
of upper class society are considered to be the ‘Great Tradition’. On the other hand,
cultural process being adopted and followe.zd by people belonging to the lower section of
the society is the “Little Tradition’. There is a constant interaction and relation between
these two traditions.

The analysis by sociologists reveals th.at approaches of ‘Great Tradition’ and
‘Little Tradition’ help in providing a comparative study in the area of cultural change in
society. The same is not possible through the approaches of Sanskritization and

Westernization. The reason lies in the reality of Westernization, which is not directly
connected with the cultural process of social change.

This concept is based on the idea of evolutionary view of civilization and traditional

structure. This states that there is always a kind of interaction among the traditions of
the society. The little tradition social structure consists of its own role incumbents that

include artists, poets and storytellers.

The sociologist Milton Singer framed some statements about the social change,

based on cultural background:

e Indian society is a primary civilization, fashioned with ‘Little Tradition’.
o This type of continuity in culture is due to the sharing nature of common cultural
consciousness.

o A special classis the main agent of these certain cultural processes, with the help
of religious books and texts.
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olt 1s primary.characteristic of civilization that it does not accept modernization in
alinear fashion. Indian society is the example of such a civilization.

. Subsequently, it was argued that “Little Tradition’ and ‘Great Tradition’ distinctly
interacted in culture. S.C. Dube explained the six folds of the tradition in India, they are
as follows:

e Classical ,

® Local

® Regional

o Western

e Sub cultural

¢ Emergent

th(mghft-‘sm-iﬁl\t/!lltont?ing:re illn;l Robert Redfield the meaning of ‘tradition’ is the passing of
» Intormation, beliefs and customs by word of mouth, with the help of les
to present and forthcoming generations, § cd practioes o

. . . 0 to say, ition i : . .
opinion and conventions associated with 5 socia{ tradition is the inherited practices or

tlﬁmtin:ll]uded proverbs, riddles, folkways, legends and
om the ‘Great Tradition’. The solidarity of Indjan o; ilizati
. . an i ;
perpetuation of the unity of worldview of the,folk/pe:slavrllt ang(;ﬁel selriilseae:lh;n ﬂgl;
» Or throu

cultural performances and their cultura] outcomy
) es. Cul <L
around the structure of great tradition and little tradiﬁt::nrzl outcomes are institutionalized

is based on folk or peasant angd local versions of text
ext-

. based kn
) radition meang . ; owledge and cultural
roles and status appearing in institutio o g for importan arrangements of various
cultural performers, religions tegepr . KC 25te, Sects, teachers titual loaclore. oriosts
dissemination of cultural lmowleders’ ey are all hgaged in spre d;ade g ar’
include is from varioys religious te;ggfstznﬁxmi . : preading and regul
Ologg

The Ramayana and Mg,
formed the foundat; _
have their local v:::izzso:f:i:;“b’;‘ tperfonnances of tlp;:rstggitemytgological texts whl.d;
locfal examples for easy Compreheor.the society, Written i silg. , oth these great eplft?h
points of cultura] performance 5. 1S1on of folk oy Peasant po P le lf)cal lgnguages wit
tradition consists of jts self-role incw ages and the g tators Pulation. Since the mfﬂ“;

* Folk artists Umbents 5 follows; 'are the peasants, the li

* Folk musiciang
® Story-tellers
® Tellers of riddles

ile the area of “Little Traditions’

o Street singers

e Mendicant performers

o Interpreters of proverbs and puzzles

e Street dancers

o Astrologers

e Fortune-tellers

e Medicine men

In a village, the teacher of a primary school is a main person for little tradition

knowledge. He himself performs multi-cultural activities and with the help of village

leaders, organizes various folk performances, mythologica% plays, dramas,' recitation of
sacred language, saying of prayers, accompanied by folk music for the following purposes:
o Singing of devotional songs
o Providing entertainment )

Singing of devotional songs is a sacred duty, while providing entertainment is a
secular one, meant for relieving stress and strain with which peasants are sometimes
concerned. This practice of little and great traditions helps in fostering the collaboration,
mutual cooperation and unequal interaction. In general, ‘customs’ are what people follow
in a society and do or adopt collectively and transmit the same from one generation to
another. Through the regularity of interaction between these lraditions: Indian civilization
is moving forward, similar to the western world. The chagges brought in ‘Great Tradition’
were started by individuals or groups of educated and hteratc? Peop}e, ora selected few,
keeping in view the requirements of time. As the ‘Great Trad{tlon’ in India is connected
with certain cultural bonds or any innovation or change, which is happening or taking
place at any centre, it influences similar chan.ges atother lo?aﬁons and centres, step by
step. Once the centre of great tradition assimilates change, it also influences some sort
of changes in the little tradition of its ground level. H.ence,. the process of change is
flowing from top to down or from the higher to the ground in Indian society and civilization.

Indian tribal societies generally form a dimension of Indian civilization, but not
necessarily the part, as do little traditions in the peasant societies. Indian tribal societies

are governed autonomously by their own social framework. They have their own

traditionally and mutually adjusted and internally dependent componentg Indian. tribal
society is autonomous because it does [.l(.)t need any other sys.tem for its continued
functioning. It may be seen that such tradlf:lonal systems have evidences of elements of
culture, communicated from others, but it may be unc.ierstood that the system moves
forward by itself and in describing its parts and its workings patten}S, thereisno neec.l for
going outside from the small group its§lf. There may be excepthns where 9ne tribal
society depends on another tribal society for. a usable commodity or ser.v1ce'. Suph
exceptions are small and do not seriously modlfy the fact that culture is maintained by
the communication of heritage through generations of these people, who make up the

local society. .
The culture of the peasant community is not working autonomously. It is an aspect

or a dimension of the civilization, of which it is a component. Since the peasant society is

part-society, so it is considered to be the half culture. For the maintenance Pf peasant
culture a cOI;ﬁnued communication needs to exist between the local community of ideas

and thoughts originating externally. The mind power and intellectual and sometimes
religious and moral life of the peasant village is perpetually not complete.
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. een the ‘Great and Little Traditions”. It
3&3%&%%&:&%&? high‘c“lt“re and low culturelj)r folk and
hierarchic and low culture. In civilization grns -Milton Singer also used the terminology

reflective few, and there is a it tradition society, there exists a great tradition of the

which is large] - .
Great raditionis formulated and taugh By non-reflective.

keeps itself going in the daily way of living l?pnmary schools ortemples, L jttle tradition

aspect of religi islan €IS, we . ‘
inlt)nicderszﬁliﬁlg] zﬁg(ﬁug'ht' There are cergap g :ir:gcn Othing at all about any esoteric
dichotomy is similar to tiou.s backgroung, Inany pn'mjeg bet‘Yeen laymen and experts
to civilization and Peasannd}l,fit}:rlime between the areat an‘:fllilt.lﬂballr s(c)hmety, this type of
. . : . e L) .
dimension of peasantry society,§ dian Society. The by SOCietiea tion with resll?(;z
influence of the procegs £ Hmémome tribal sociey; § constitute a p:

. €8 Or sections thereof are under the
Cognitive Historicq] Appro

Satio;
0, as stated by many researchers,
Cog{ﬁtive approach is considepeq to

ach
that is, all mentg] abilities ﬁleSCienﬁﬁ e,
ofh . MIC invegtiont: . e
toreason and to understang ﬂ?:;la“ ngs I{ke toa Ccept,gt?g;;astls for hurnan cogml.lon,
The word ¢ Society »toremember, to think»

: Cognition’ ¢, '
Basically, a cognis; e from .
and is influenced b artificia] inteelh BE. ItiS very oo g;'rg(lft and apply @Pwlnge o;
lmgulst{cs, biology, physics ang oth e, SCience > ated to cognitive scien®
into sociology through the 1967 bo:r Sciences, Tpe Word «. Phl!qsophy, anthropolog’
k Cognitiye Psycholoz;’i’;‘%‘l’ngchology > cam®
B ¢ Neisser.

The cognitive approach focuses on the manner in which humans process
information, looking at how we react on the available information that comes in to Fhe
person. In other words, the approach is interested in knowing the change m the u'afliuqn
of the society in general. Specifically, it is interested in knowing how Indian society is
divided into several forms since centuries. Moreover, it gives the idea as to how the
traditional values and traditional patterns are changing and the varia_blfas that mediate
between stimulus/input and response/output. Cogn.iti.ve approac!l also aims at the study
of internal processes including customs, folkways, religion, perception, attention, language,
memory and thinking.

In the study of sociology and political science, the. analyses of Dumont are generally
discussed with fundamental reference to his great d1st1nct.1<.>n between two types of
societies, i.e., holistic and individualistic societies. Some critiques haye suggested that
merely emphasizing this contrast revealed a vague nostalgia for old hierarchical forms

of social life of human beings. |
The originality of Dumont’s work lies i1.1 placing the emphasis on the changing of
values that helps in changing a lmdiﬁon_al typeintoa modem type of society. Researchers
who protest against the idea ofa hOliStl.C Sf)cmlogy.are on thfs opposite s1c!c of DUIflont.
They disagree with the fundamental principles of his theoretical undertaking, that is:
e Sociology must grasp social life, on the basis of the ideas that the actors deploy
o A capacity which primarily incorporates the actors if they are citizens of a society
with an individualistic ideology
All readings of Dumont started w1th what he himself (in the Essais sur
individualisme) called the comparative principle. :
In his work, he questions how western il.ldividual.ism counts as anthFOPOIOgY a}nd
‘ust as a history of ideas. Dumont dealt dx.rectly with f:hanges in the ideas, wt.nch
H'Ot‘Jus v the hints when it came to institutions and social forms. Dumont explained
mﬁ?gvtgml times. As can be seen in his ﬁr_st publication, La Tarasque (1951),
Dumont, a student of Marcel Mauss was hardly ignorant of the forr.n and contents of
d’j As he said, his investigation of mc!mduahsm made no claim to be complete.
gilsct:in::m:sd as anthropology because it needs in us a change of perspective that involves
reform of our conceptual apparatus. , . o
Th k of Louis Dumont in the ‘Great Tradition’ was one of his major and
inci O buti ns that remind us of what the 18th and the 19th century writers of
principal contnbutlllo amely how rare is our contemporary assumption of basic freedom,
Crenchknew o we ’tr:rotherhood. He set a tough task for himself, namely an exploration -

uality and a sort of hoo :
z?the (t))ll‘igin of modem civilization of the humanity.

According to Dumont, for understanding anything, three basic things are required:

« The deploymentofa sufficiently powerful and flexible methodology
« Scholarly knowledge that is both wide and deep
ility to ask the right questions |

e Ability to as o to look at the question that Dumont asks and the method he

Here we are tr‘ymtgh ¢ question. Dumont wrote that ‘In most of the human societies
advqcates for answel'llfg rraditional societies, the relations between human beings are
and in the first place, 0 al, highly valued, than the relations between the human beings
very important and crucial, cy is reversed inmodem type of societies, where relations

. 3 ’ ima . .
:l;lcliomatﬁnal thlgisng Ss‘:;l; g:glordinate to relations between human and material things.
ng human
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I:fou:gciffelsm el This seerns familiar to the readers of Karl Marx and the German sociologist Georg e According to Ghurye, a caste society is divided int9 several small groups ca'llled lndologicc;i :r:p:m
7 -Simmel. Due to the impact of capitalistic society all relations are mediated through castes. Each of these castes is a well-developed social group; the membership of
private property, the market and the capital. which is based on birth.
NOTES o The distinct contribution of Dumont is to investigate the opposition between e According to Ghurye, one of the principal characteristics of caste society 1s the
individual .and the group, as a hierarchy between two distinct elements of the society, hierarchy of groups. . -
each :)ai; wllllaqh encompasses the other when considered from acertain perspective. The e Ghurye also states that ina caste society, there is an unequal distribution of privileges
:ogil;mr:t rlelfa l:i':nlﬁmd“alsd;‘d the group Pf human beings is hierarchical in nature and and disabilities among its members.
e eansa crent place in the hierarchal position. « Professor Louis Dumont was a French anthropologist, borm in the Ottornan Empire
ct e most basic formula of hierarchical opposition can be presented by the following of France. He taught at the Oxford University during the 1950s and was director
Let us assume that human society and . at the EHESS in Paris, France. .
show in their self-system of mougt:“theﬂ;:ms:ct::g ‘lmder investigation, both, e Dumont’s book Homo Hierarchicus discusses many new perspectives of the
one §ociety sh?uld be subordinate X to Y and the :t;;:e;tst;( ;(ln.d Y. It n;:aa}ns Indian social structure. o -
considerable differences to occur in all thejy concepts un:ier consi:lsel:lr:?(:lng or e Dumont believes that Indian civilization is a specific ld:atﬂogy .:’llz’:; nol;]ll,
. . . o, . . n
When we are trying to analyse holistic societies, w . components areits ‘?°“t°f“’eswmu?"andl$;?emiﬁ gae Wi ¢ pollution
me.thodology that helps in recognition and the submission :)f tli rfms-t FeleCt 2 su1tab}e holism against individualism, hierarchy against eq ty, purity against po s
unit. Howe:,ver, we mus.t a!scf oppose the exclusivism o abso Ii indmc.lual to th.e entire status against power and so on. ‘ . o
accompanies every hO!lSth ideology. Another importantc e .soczo.-centrzsm that o In the book Homo Hierarchicus Dumont makes an argument tl.13t is de‘dfxcuve in
m&fﬁnm ;.:ety 1s “Cognitive Psychology’. It moves a(r):E:cIl, ihtgat lts; usfl(liafoirfthe nature—a general theoretical hypothesis b‘:iﬁlgtﬁonﬁonwd mﬁﬂrlsetm;’pll?calecﬁta
ow what makes people tick then : > notion that “if we basic assumption that the theory comes first, followed by
of their self-mind’. Weneedto understand the internay processes ma;iﬂ:ﬁl;:gw "
: em| . s
Dumont’s work on the caste system o The approach to analyse social change with the he'lp_o'f the cpncepts of Ll.ttle
As stated earlier, Dum ' and GgeatTraditions’ was used by Robert Redfield in his studies of the Mexican
Faonth I;fhta.ell-.ie - c:gtollllisthtracede lllthe history and distribution of the Pramala; Kalla communities. .
organizations of the society am;r t;e 3:17 . atgln cultural practices, economic andlpo?m c:i + ‘Great Tradition’ is concerned with elites, literates and a reflective fewaho are
. _®. €clive representations ; .o the facts, interpreting and reflecting knowledge based on
organizati ons : : zing the facts,
eﬁn " ;n and religious frameyx"ork His work is particular] Included in their social capable of afllalyLitt%e Tradition’ comprises the belief pattern, the institutions,
graphy and as the first step in the constryct; yworthy as a structuralism culture. While. etbs, riddles, folkways, legends and myths that imbibe
theory of traditional Indian society. In his wo, ;){n of a comprehensive structuralism lm0W1°dgeﬁ‘atm°1“dedpmv‘Gré:tTr::’iﬁon, ' &
ethnographic data to the level of hierarchicy) -dr - Dumont moves gracefyly from cultural knowledge from the . . :
texts, which are revealed as the 1deology encrusted : d Mahabharata are two important mythological texts which
of Indian society Boverning conception of the copger e L LB  The Ramayand 2% " cultural performances of the socety.
' contemporary caste structure formed the foundation 01 ¢ .
. dy of sociology and political science, the analyses of Dumont are generally
Check Your Progress || 3.4 SUWARY ————— ° In the St:d YO th fundamental reference to his great distinction between two types
4. What are the major d;scusiiﬁe:v; e holisticand individualistic societies.
gftrol;?: ‘ In this unit, you have learnt thqy. e ;hsoc L ty of Dumont’s work lies in placing the emphasis on the changing of
- , g e Theorl . i i od of society.
mebossogintis || G s ot g | s chinging o] e o amader e ofsociety
study of Indian Indological and socic o E10Uton t0 Indian gci - . '
society? soctological perspectiye, - °108Y is his fruitful synthesis of
5. According to ® The exploration of di . . 3.5 KEY TERMS
Robert Redfield, of Indological Source::rstﬁ PeCts of Indian gy .
what is great § the most . ¢ and socje use . o0 of components or elements to form a
"?},ifon concemed ) gm;,?e examined the caste System f(::tsmndlng achievement of té;}:rzggh " o Synthesis: It refers t0 the combination o COMPO
with? e highlighted ; m both le. . .
6. In Indian society, ’ gh. . the dynamispy of the cag the and structural viewpoints: connected who tive study of human societies and cultures and their
where does one * Ghllr;yue S writings reveg| 5 ¢ th e system in India * Anthropology: The compart?ﬂopology 4
learn the great overall cultural unj eme, j.e,, L development is known as a0 ' .
tradition and little precise. ty of the Indian populaﬁonhls Conviction of the presence ofan evelop . diective that describes someone whois inclined to lay down
tradition? or the Hindu population to be more o Dogmatic: Itasanady
principles as undeniably true-
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e Hierarchy: It.is a system in which members of an organization or society are
ranked according to relative status or authori

* Deductive: Something that is characterized by or based on the inference of
particular instances from a general law, .

3.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1.. Ghurye’s most enduring contribution to Indian sociolo
Indological and sociological perspective. -

2. GS. Ghurye emphasized that in a caste-bound socie

gy is his fruitful synthesis of

one caste to pursue the occupation of another caste

4. The major elements of his methodology are as follgws:
* Cognitive historical approach .
Indological and structuralist approach

Ideology and structure
* Dialectic transformational relationship and comparison
5. ForRobert Redfield, great tradition s oo :
ncemed ites, li .
- few who are capable of analyzing the facts, inte;‘gﬁ‘;}“e& cllltemtes andareflective
based on culture, gand reflecting knowledge

1. Ghurye’s writip
gSrev
overall cultura] alac theme, j ¢

unity of the Ingigy, Populatiq his conviction ofthe presence of 4%
: onor the Hindy Population to be mor®

D
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4.0 INTRODUCTION

i i i i i ives of Indian society,
unit, you studied about indological ortextual pe1:spec{1veso | !
f;:eﬂcl:?ﬁpcr:l‘i;)tl;:se viev?r,s of G.S. Ghurye and Louis Dumont. In this unit, we will move on to

study structural-functional perspectives of Indian sociologists.

The basis of the system of structural functionalism was laid during the economic -

crisis of the 1930s. Alvin Gouldner, in The Coming Crises of Western Sociology (1970),
argues that structural functionalism was developed as a response to the challenge posed

i a general theory of society which condemned capitalism,

ism. Marxism was : alism
:;3;11::;:1 Sstrrnucma] functionalism was to become a general theory of society which did

not condemn capitalism or use it to offer an explanation to justify the various social

phenomena taking place around the world.
Today, there has been 2 major revival of interest among younger American

iologistsi d there is now a flourishing ‘neo-functionalist” school in exi .
'Iis.tfilonlmit wﬂl;1 dt?;gfs’ ti::a views of Indian structural-functionalists like M.N. Srinivas and

S.C.Dube.

4.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, youwillbeal?le to: .
o Evaluate the process of sanskritization as enumerated by M.N. Srinivas
e Explain the concept of westemizat.lon
« Discuss the process of seculanzatfon .
e Describe S.C. Dube’s vieW of Indian vﬂlages

Structural-Functional

Perspectives
NOTES
Self-Instructional
Material 85


tonlong wangpan
UNIT 4

tonlong wangpan
4.0


tonlong wangpan
4.1


tonlong wangpan
4.0 Introduction

4.1 Unit Objectives

4.2 M.N. Srinivas

    4.2.1 Sanskritization 

    4.2.2 Westemization

    4.2.3 Modernization 

    4.2.4 Secularization

4.3. S.C. Dube 

4.4 Summary 

4.5 Key Terms 

4.6 Answers to 'Check Your Progress' 

4.7 Questions and Exercises 

4.8 Further Reading




Structural-Functional

Perspectives , 4.2 M.N. SRINIVAS

Structural-Functional

Srinivas also explained the basic concepts to understand our society, firstly book view Perspectives

and secondly field view.

Self-Instructional

Mysore Narasimhachar Srinivas was born on 16 November 1916 in Mysore. He was a

well-known sociologist and social anthropologist. His contribution to the discipline of

soc.iology is i{nmer.lse having done pioneering works in the field of caste and study of
social change in India. He completed his honours degree in social philosophy from Mysore
University, followed by a post-graduation d

egree from Bombay University under
GS. Ghurye. He moved to Oxford University and did his D, Phil under A.R. Radcliffe-
Brown and E.E. Evans-Pritchard. -

Srinivas was one of the first sociol tual vill a
factory as a classroom for study and was not content with only a theoretica] a:fle or
He wanted to study man inrelation with his environment and Wwanted to study th YSIS'
facets of cultural roles. TN, Madan, a noted sociologist and Sripivac’ .3 11€ various
three decades, states: ‘He had the rare o; “Uivas”friend for over
languagﬁ. The term “vote bank’, the noti !
ssa,}smumti.or.l’.ha\,/e become part of common speech, s SCho?:;:h’i orthe conceptb Cl’:
f::c‘:ls ;ﬁnczs:;ztrﬁg:ma; lilis:ttuuign b:lllilder, acreative researclfe‘rv:;;e ;:lf\l'(:ted

. e T 20K UD the challenge of byl
ek He s Y s o
after leaving Delhi School of Stute of Socia) and Economjc Ch alore

0 ange at Bang

ogists in India who took the ac

E‘30!10mics.

M.N. Srinivas was ope of th :
one all his life rather than aogens, few who preferreq to be a professor and remained

Ceptin
govemnment. Srinivas is begt knp g the offer of 5

Powerful and igi in the
: r own f; . ; prestigious post in
According to him, caste js uncloubte(ﬂor having Coned the concept of *Sanskritization -
are everywhere hereditary, endo gam‘)}"]:ngra(l)tlndla Phenomengp in the sense that theré

e S whi .
of these groups has a traditiong] association wl:th‘zl:: l;rf fgg 2:11 ot aﬁd o iii:
, and ) Cupations. Everyw

: Peasants artisan trading and service castes-

ed in termg of Pollution and purity.

stand his Countrymen not on the basis of

European or American textbooks, pog from th
’ e po

the field experience throy - int of vj m
Comion 0.2 e o ety
the interaction of ritual context of’ diﬁ”egm ~the concept of functiona] unity by analysing

(astrologers and magicians) and g >Particularjy g >
, . s : yaS
study of Rampura, he descrik annas and p Tahmins (priests), Kani

According to him book view meant bookish perspective; he a.rgued that religion,
varna, caste, family, village, and geographical structure are the main elemen§ tha.t are
known as the bases of Indian society. The knowlf:dge abqut such eler_nents is gan_led
through sacred texts or from books. Srinivas calls it book view or bookish perspective.
Book view is also known as Indology, which is not acceptable to Srinivas and he

emphasized the field view. ) s, He believed tt
i Srinivas, field view meant fieldwork perspec ves. He believ
lqulg;:gc: :li;:fttt(l)le differeljlz regions of Indian society can be attained through ﬁelc(il
work. This he called field view. Consequently, he prefers empirical study to understan
our society. Srinivas took the path of small, regional Stl.ldles rather than the :;onstm;t:gn
of grand theories. In this context, field work plays an important role to un 199?23"1 959°
nativity of the rural Indian society. Srinivas a.lso studies caste a}qd religion ( , o X
1962, and 1966) and highlighted not only th.elr structural-functional aspects, I‘Jllt al§o e
dyna;nics of the caste systeny in rural setting. He proposed concepts like ‘dominant
> «Sanskritization’, ‘Westernization’ and ‘Wmuon to understand t‘he reghtles
caste’, lations and also to explain their dynamics. The concept of ‘dominant
ofmt,er-caste rised in the study of power relations at the village level. Srinivas presents
o l‘lllas befea?number of studies on the structure and chang? in .the village soci.ety..You
aifle:anis a%out Srinivas’ concepts of sankritization, westernization and secularization a

little later in the unit.

Theory of social change

. f nature. Society as a part of the vast universe is not
Change is the ug:’its‘f:f;ﬁi:\li“'l"l?e reality of social life is the reality of change. Change
an exception t0 odification, replacement, differentiation or integration within a
means alteration, m articular period of time, caused by a force. It refers to the amount
pher.lomenon f)ver agition of the object or phenomenon in any direction, between two
of fhffere'.lce g factor is the measuring rod of the amount and direction of change.
points o f time. Time fa sociologist is social change and not the physical, environmental
The primary concern O urse, physical and environmental changes are not exclusively
or natural chaflges' Of o i;w These are studied so far as they are causally related
out of the sociological pury % ch discussion, social change may precisely be put as

. . ight of su ; ;
with social c.hange- In mzlé(g:l or replacement in any aspect of society over a particular
any altetnation, mOdIsﬁu(l:t of the operation of forces either endogenous or exogenous, or
period of time, as a 1€

: ifferent and yet co-related angles, i.e.,
. viewed from two diff : X .
both. Society is comzz;yAccormng to this point o.f view, Kingsley Davis defines
Stm.cmml and ﬁ,‘mctzo ~h.alternations as occur in social organization, that is, structure
socc:;al change a; an.); f;l,b Structure referstoan orderly arrangement of parts or elements
and functions of society

the basis of »rtainprinciples. Tt consists of relatively stable interrelationships among
on the basis of ce

f an organization refers to the orderly and relatively

) : o
1tts, f:lms For mstanc;e(;;lilfss“’lta“r‘i’g:lr:ﬁmbs like head, hand, leg, stomach, heart, etc. All
stable arrangemen

anently static. The interrelationships among individuals

sn:cmml eliments “:;‘i;’;gi??el ationships emerge; the old role-set gets transformed
and group change; n

i al succession;
. erformance changes with person ;
to anew role-set; the qualgg:::l:i(:: Ifew regulative norms evolve; culture, value and
iv:llthl the.: niw types %gnfegllf:l g, with the growth of human knowledge and experience and
eologies keep on ¢ ,

8 that the varj oy cast (]9W Castes). In the context of th®
: Yesing village are interdependent
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skills. The whole social structure remains in a state of transition during the most part of
its existence. This state of transition, which takes place because of any medication,
alternation or replacement in these structural elements, is known as the process of social
change. '

The functional view of society is closely related to the structural view. Each of
the constituent parts of a social system contribute more or less towards the maintenance
and continuity of the whole system. The whole social system exists because its parts
perform their roles. The function of one part is inter-related and interdependent with the
other part. Various constituent elements like economics, political, educational, familial,
etc., in their functional part constitute economic sub-system, political sub-system,
educational sub system and the family sub-system. The functions of these sub-systems
are again interwoven to make the whole social system. The functional view of society
emphasizes upon:

e Pattern maintenance

e Tension management

e Process of adaptation to its social and non-social environment

e The way and means of goal attainment
e The process of integration among various parts

e The process of value consensus

e Each of these processes is related with a functional sub system of the society

Social change is a process by itself. Though chan

DOGIRE ’ ge brings about modificati
alterations, it is never a barrier between the old and new, Chanie isnota Soedlfca.tlon azlci
between the old order and the new order. Rather, the process of change is thepinlt.::-lr?]id v;'ate

continuity between the old social order and ne i

destroy the ol‘d.stmcture. Through change, mezlzo:ﬁczizzﬁgalgte ? S atedk anfl

the new cc.)nc.lmon.s of living. The process of change helps the exigt' $ rans.formed to suit

maintain its identity. For in the face of new circumstances, 3 Sting social structure (0

adapt its structure to some extent in order to survive Cl;ansz;: 112:1] tsg stem may ne:ctirfz
- € structure o

4.2.1 Sanskritization

While analyzing the process of social

; chan : ; P
society, the process of S anskritizatiop 8% and in particylgr in the context of Indial

. Westernizag;
serve as important conceptual tools for Smslfiat.lon, modernization and secularizatio™
- Ollvas,

eligi()n andS ;. ’
bably the firs¢ sucicmy among the Coorgs of SO

anner. The ter, g a_u.tempt to study change in'the
: anskritization wag coined by Sriniva®

Sanskritization as ‘the process
changesits customs, ritual,

! 0
by which 5 low Hindy ¢
“twice-born” caste’. As h

deology and way 1
ay of life
¢ stated, sy, CyhO lifein the g

aste, or tribal or other gfouP :

ly

oo el irecti . uen

an o :
archy than that e par[ges AT Initiated by 5 claim to @ high®’
: Cular caste traditionally conceded 1 s

the tribe undergoing Sanskritizati

claimant caste by the local community. The claim is made over a generation or two.
Srinivas (1966) said that occasionally a caste claims a position in the caste hierarchy
which its neighbours are not willing to concede. Toillustrate this, he gives an example of
the Harijan castes in Mysore. According to Srinivas, Harijans in Mysore will not accept
cooked food and water from the Smiths who are certainly one of the touchable castes

and therefore superior to Harijans even if their claim to be Vishwakarma Brahmins is

not accepted. Similarly, the peasants or the ‘ Okkaligas’ and others such as Shepherds

or the ‘Kurubas® do not accept cooked food and water from Marka Brahmins, who

are certainly included among the Brahmins.

Srinivas further maintained that Sanskritization is usually accomp'ariied b3f and
often results in upward mobility for the concerned caste. However, the II}Oblhty associated
with Sanskritization is only positional change in the system of caste lgerarchy and does
not lead to any structural change, i.€.,a particular caste moves up In the local caste
hierarchy and the neighbour caste COmes down, but this takes place in the broader caste
hierarchy as a whole. There is n0 change to the caste structure as such.

Sanskritization, moreover, as a process is not cor}ﬁned to the Hmc%u system but
also happens to the tribal groups as well such as the Bfnls of western India, the Gom.is
and Oraons of central India, and the Pahadis of the Himalayas. This usually results in
on claiming to be a caste and, therefore, Hmjl:_h In th.e
traditional system, the only way t0 becomfz a 'H%ndu was to bf:long to a caste, and the unit
of mobility \zas usually a group and not an individual or a fgrnily. glll)lz)s(,) El:igl;lgfatxl;g:geszz
that Srinivas wants to place is that contrary t0 the theoretica anA LT et
system, there is scope for mobility inside the caS}? strufcturcl?l. coin L c’aste et
system is far from a rigid system in which th(? 0 ea-(;ll i t?le middle regions of
for all time. Movement has always been Posélble’ Angicspe o tf) F—— tiogrl1 -
the hierarchy. A caste was able, in a generation or two, t(:i rllaseSans kl’lgt iZinp =
hierarchy by adopting vegetarianismm Bl teeto'tahsm’ & tgms rites andgbeliefs of the
pantheon. In short, it took over, as far as posmble,. the cus1 ;ste S L
Brahmins., and adc;ption of the Brahminic WY thfe: li,az l()):::r(: called Sansl(c)rit?;l:tiorf .
frequent, though theoretically forbidden. This proffes. i} baih '

Originally. Srinivas used the term ‘Brahmlmzat}on to rclle?)crl ;3 the procesfs gf
mObilityrilrgl;?c?e t%xe Hindu caste system- However, looking at the broader nature of the

itizati inter-caste mobility. The term
tization to denote 1 (
Process later, he used the term Sanskrl i : LlRE ey 3

‘S win 1 g 1k G broader conce 3 .
ensitation’ isamich DO G Kshariyasmodel, Jatmodel Vaihysmodel and
models gf other ‘twice-born’ castes but also denote§ﬁa V\t/ion Wgs no doubt an awkward
lifestyles (Hasnain 2006, 601): Sinivas said t.hat s Zal reasons: Brahminization is
term. but | f ,ed to Brahminization for severa -. S
> but it was pre err ¢ Sanskritization though at some points Brahm |
Subsumed in the wider process © For instance, the Brahmins of the

; ith each other. )
and Sanskritization are at variance Wit beef and offered blood sacrifices.

. ) . > oholic drink, ate :
Ve(ti;lc period drank Son;la ;,z:;tasedic times. It has been suggested that this was the
Oth were given up in the po>*

i by and large vegetarians;
fesul i ist influence: quay, Brz.ihmmS are— ian food. All these
Only :lloezf;?zlrrclz?:)gtBlgsg;ni riand Bengali Brahmins ggt ?C;Eevfliigarzs T e

rahming are hov:/ever traditionally teeto.tallers.. InH r(ljetl;e St
Brahmins ch ’ ed afte,r they had settled 1n I.ndla. ' a;l Sl —
used, it w lznf been necessary 0 Spec'lfy e li ents of Sanskritization
mear,lt angl;t Whaizi eriod of its recorded lnstor)’-_l‘\gftl)mtt lef)i%ocal ‘dor;linant o
are nOl’l always BrahrfliIlS- Itis not Only the Brahmms, ut als
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who have been the models of imitation. Srinivas defines ‘dominant caste’ as one that
‘yields economic or political power and occupies a fairly high position in the hierarchy’.
Traditionally, the castes having high ritual status were enjoying high political and economic
power. However, later new factors began affecting dominance, i.e., Western education,
jobs in the administration and urban source of income became significant in contributing
to the power and position of a particular caste. The dominant castes thus enjoy high
status in the local hierarchy. The people belonging to lower castes look at them as their
reference groups and imitate their life-styles and rituals and, therefore, the dominant
castes gradually became a source of socio-cultural hange in the local caste system and
adifferent model of Sanskritization.

Different castes have been found changing their traditional cultural practices while
aspiring for higher positions in local hierarchy. The process of Sanskrifization has many
consequences. As Hasnain remarked, it m:

hain ay result in the erosion of cultural autonomy
of the women folk which includes erosjon

sumy giving importance to higher education and adopting
dowry practice instead of token ‘bride-price’. Besides, in the sphere of religiOI:l it

ﬁequenQy resul?s in the donning of sacred thread, giving up animal sacrifice a the time
of wedding and increased emphasis on pilgrimages and other orthodox rituals

It is pertinent to mention
. : th
technically different from Sanskri at

. Several other hich aré
t processes whic
example, § L. Kalia discugsog o t;lzatlon but haye often been confused with it. FOF
Ba fU R c Process of ‘t[]b 17043 A ? . -
awar of Uttar Pradesh and i g . alization’ that occurred in Jaunsa®

between ¢ i
moving to;s:;sl;"";ig;e 0 Sanskritizatio, but it dar, the shrinkage ofdistaﬂcf;
: ower castes ar'

ut the hlgh
Andoning their lifestyles.

. Cr Casteg

Y. Singh (1977) obs Areab

cultural, reflects many com f ved t%xat Fhe Process of §ap, Kritivari tly
PIEX Motivationa] yyy Sknitization though appaf‘:[1 ot

Mobility. An important €lé

€8 for socig)

inthis process is the manifest rejection of the norms of institutionalized inequality fostered
by the traditional caste-stratified system. It leads, however, to a paradox: Sanskritization
reinforces the normative system which is represented by caste stratification, but it also,
atleast in principle, violates its basic tenet, i.e., the acceptance of the principle of hierarchy.
For this reason, many sociologists have seen in the procéss of Sanskritization a latent
form of class conflict which results from the peculiar structural constraints of Indian

society. Srinivas made this point indirectly while analyzing his concept of ‘dominant

caste’.

4.2.2 Westernization

M.N. Srinivas also discussed another process of social change known as Westernization.
Westernization means a process whereby societies increasingly adopt Western culture,
lifestyles, technology, food patterns, language,. alghabeg rgligion, ide.as, philosophy and
value systems. Srinivas used the term “Westernization’ particularly to indicate the chagge
that took place in Indian society during British rule in the 19th and 'early ?0th centuries.
He stated that ‘Westernization refers to the changes brought about in Indian society and
culture as a result of over 150 years of British rule, z}nd the term subsumes clfanges
occurring at different levels—technology, institutions, 1deo!ogy, values.’ WeWuon
as a process started having its impact substantially on the ehtes.of the coun]:ty since they
had access to modern and British education, espt.ac.lally Eng!lsh. B.rahmms an.d.other
higher castes who were enjoying power and position in so.(:}ety with the tr.admon.of
learning, eagerly took to secular education system that the British imparted with English

as the medium. . ‘ .
Srinivas wrote that British rule produced ra(?ica! and {astmg changes in Infh.an
society and culture. It was unlike any previf)us period in Indian l.nstory as the British
brought with them new technology, institupoqs, knowledge, behfefs and yalues. New
technology and the revolution in commElmcatwn enabled the Bnt}s'h to mtegrat.e the
country as never before in its history. D@g the 19th‘century, the British slf)wly laid the
foundations of a modern state by surveying land, settling the revenue, creating a modern
bureaucracy, army, police, instituting law courts, codifying the law, (!evglopmg the
communications like railways, post and telegraph, roads, canals, establishing schools,

colleges and so on. They also brought with them the printing press that made a significant

impact on Indian society since publication of books and journals transmitted modern and

traditional knowledge to a large number of people. o |
tions between Westernization and two other related

ini tomake distinc : : "
roces Ssezmlzgls] :;nt.onﬁon and urbanization. According to him, although there were cities

: -industrial revolution cities. For one
i . . 1d, they differed from pf)st in . .
t:itllllg 1:;2 ;ﬁdust;‘ldalla‘r‘g:mal population for their support, so that ancient and medieval

countries remained dominantly agriculture D1g . .
Industrial Relzflolution resulted in an increase in therate of urbanization, and highly urbanized

ol banization is not a simple function of
ar ; industrialized areas, ur ! ;
incel:zg:ﬁ':f;ﬁu gol;lg;ln};‘l,zs, while most of the West&?nnzed pgop!e ar; usuglly foundin
big cities, it will be wrong to equate Westernization with urbanization. Evenina cou.nzzyd

ike Indiz; th eople in rural areas who are as much and may be more westerni
, there are p

than many of their urban counterparts.

Westernization resulted not only in
Rewspapers, journals, elections, and s0 f’nl'l s
"Mstitutions, For example, although India ha

the introduction of new institutions like press
but also in fundamental changes in the old
hools long before the British came to
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India, they were fundamentally different from the schools introduced by the British in
that they were restricted to only upper-caste elites and transmitted mostly traditional
knowledge. Besides, there were certain value preferences implicit to the process of
Westernization as well. One of the important values is ‘humanitarianism’. This meant an
active concern for the welfare of humanity irvespective of caste, class, religion, age and
sex. It encompassed both equalitarianism and secularization. Humanitarianism resulted
in many administrative measures taken by the British to fight epidemics, famines, and
building schools, hospitals, and so on and also brought in several civil and procedural
laws that put an end to certain inequalities that existed in Hindu and Islamic personal
laws. MomO\fer, Cpﬁstian missionary activities were remarkable in making humanitarian
efforts especially in the form of providing education and health facilities, Accordingt©
Srinivas, the missionaries were the bitter critics of the Hindy social customs like caste,
urftouc.hablhty, lov'v status .Of women and child marriage. This led to reinterpretation of
Hinduism at bOﬂf.lde‘floglcal and institutional levels and the conversion of the lower
castes like ‘Harijans’ to Islam and Christianity. Such factors were instrumental in

producing a changed attitude h
D unto ugc bl 5 among the Hindu elites towards the traditional caste system

more organized religious pilgrimages, meetings, caste solidarit

e ’ » ties, and i
before, Sanskritization and Westernization are concepts that anaf;);nt.lﬁs Irrlenuonz(;
cultural char.ng.e and hftve no scope for systematic explanation of chanpes ; process o
structure. Srinivas pointed out that to describe the social ch ges 1n the socl
India in terms of Sanskritization and Wes ang

Al €S occurring in moderm
ternizatj o . g .
cultural and not in structural terms, ot weneed to describe it primarily ip

primary westernization and on great traditi

ST On as secop,
@ anary Westernization: Primary western daf}'
the influence of the West on Indian traditio:suzlztil?n
: . - Initi

Westernization.

means changes induced PY
ally, Western culture made it

dras, it was the By, . alcutta, they were ‘Baniy®
Mmercial middle clalsls, Whereas in Bombay they w:;e
igni itish trade - >seS served as middle-men betW
;;glt;llf;;natsf: t:nt ﬂ}:O;lgh they adopteflr;./;tes €'ass was not westernized O 3ng
. Sychologi : .. T dres, , ving
Indian sociologist me%l(:):al d‘**POSItlon, they we 8, language and ways of li

) . Ie quj : . the
middle men’. Towarqs theg endra Sin Quite Indian. Accordingt®_
ed

€ycanb

. carly €termed as ‘quasi-wes .
a group of English-edyc, Partofthe 19¢ q
Fne ted . Century, merg
0£Weste o, o gﬁ:;f;zmnah Whop tury, another group €
Of western culture Jike hum : ated
» €quality,
1iod spe

55
layed a major role in the PO

. es
Kup the values and ideolo®”
and so g Different socio-cV1" el
Wheaded by these English-edu®

anism

reform movémengg Started in thig pe;

classes to campaign against the sati-system, untouchability, child marriage and
other social evils. The role of movements like the Brahmo Samaja, the Prarthana
Samaja, and so on, was very important in this context. Such reformist movements,
though local in spread, influenced the British administration and many progressive
laws were passed as a result, e.g., the prohibition of sati, child marriage, introduction
of widow remarriage and so on. The expansion of modern education, transportation
and communication served as a prelude to greater Westernization in the basic

structural pattern of Indian society. Western cultural traits of humanism, rationality

and equality started stimulating Indian minds which later on brought about changes

in the ‘great tradition’ of Indian society.

(ii) Secondary Westernization: Towards the end of the }9th century .and the
beginning of the 20th century, the process of Westernization started takmg firm
roots in the Indian social structure. Western culture emerged as the bas1.c '1d.eology.
Many social reformers justified the adoption of the Western cultural spirit in orfler
to make Indians feel the necessity of liberty, freedom and equality. The cumulative
effects on the changes in ‘little tradition” and many other e.cc.momic, political as
well as administrative policies also affected the “great traditions’ of the country.
Gradually, a new structural pattern with many new institutions started replacing
many of its old institutions. Some such chaqge.:s in the ‘great tradition’ 9f the
country included introduction of the uni\{ersahsuc l.ega} system, the expansion of
modern, scientific and universal educatlon,.urbamzatwn and industrialization,
development in transport and communication, and the growth of the sense of

unity and nationalism.
4.2.3 Modernization

Modemization is one of the most important concepts in developmental sociology. During
the 1850s and 1860s, modernization became one of the dominant theme§ f’f researcfh.
Modernization deals with the effects of econor.mc .dev.elopment on 'traquna.l sorzlal
tures and values. The process of modernization is Fe:lated to industrialization,
Structires high standard of living, development of civilization, and a broadness of
o uo: ording to Eisenstadt, ‘Froma historical point of view modemization is a
weWpom;- h(:;l o towards those type of social, economic and political systems which
;::rc;egz 36 liy pedgin Western Europe and North America from the 17th to 19th century,
and after that spread over to South America, 10\813.. and Africa during the 19th and :20th
century’, In social ¢ ience disciplines, modemlzan?n rgfers to the transition froma pre-
;e aditional’ type of society t0a ‘modem society. Many spc.xolo.glsts associate
modern’or ﬁ‘adl_t:l‘:‘t‘he spread of education, urbanization and industrialization. According
mwemuon Wi Diana Kendall, urbanization is a process which has accompanied
to the sgclqloglstd tllxa rapid process of industrialization. In sociology, modernization is
motenzaon eI T i o
much moret(i)m;o[;tant, gradually replacing the family or copmuﬂn:lt.y as th;;;r;n:ge 1;1mt :ril’
society. As societies experience the process of modermzanon,tmle:lgnnpc:n A reflso "
and traditional values becomes 1€ss jmportant and people start g

. tion is less value-loaded than its predecessor—
ionali modernization 18 . (
avzll:s::ggnagz; Tﬁzsttecri?veloping countries were proud of their cultural heritage and
zation.

- they had noplansto

) . ere attracted to Western culture, they an
:geplly attact.13d to llti.f mltll‘lfet:‘:z;v value systems. The term Weste.rmz.atlon thus ghcxted
ad:n on ﬂ'lell..' ownU n;i-lzeyWestemi sation, the concept of moderm.zatlop recognized the
strei;s;l rz?cr:(t)lgg.it did not pbse any overt threat to the cultural diversity of the people
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i i i ization
 aspiring for rapid change. To the elite of the Third World, the ideal of Westerniza

was difficult to swallow; they accepted modernization readily because it did not appear
to offend their own cultural di gnity.

mobility, does not only imply geographical mobil;
comprehensive sense. Unlike traditiona] societies which

may be essential to

the commitment to scientific worldview, the j ternalization of humanisgic

viewpoint of science or contemporary problemg andno

advancement. Itis possible thata society, like an indi
of scientific skills and résources but a min;

requisites. It is otherwise possib]
‘modern’ human, and a most affly,
the one which is most tyrannica],
modern values and traditiona] vg]
values, like science, bein
particular cultural traditj,
typical. Modernization
cultural phenomenon,
ethnic or cultura] grou

modernization is
and philosophical
tmerely the volume of technological

e that g Succes
entor techno]geq

Ues may be majp
g evolutionary and
N, Whereag

'aintained op the grounds, that modern
Universa]

& » ight not be typical to any oné
inits essentiatﬁ(:g;znal ] By valueg may be particularistic and
Like science Leesrin deal-typicy] forms is a universal-
P, butit bej > HOdernity g not.an €xclusive Possession of any one

0ngs to the humamty asawhole
gh analyseq mode '

According himmlza:‘)n In Indiap context of change in a Ver}rl
0
exogenous. Endogengyg SOurceg OfCha;l r urces of change ¢cap be endogenous ©

g . d
€xogenous sources are those Coming fro.- € SOurceg within the socjal system a
‘tradmon’and‘social STTUCtUrE”, Ty tic: outside

. Besides, change takes place 1"
i s On, acc . 1
holism, continuity ap,

t1 - .
dtranscendence an 5 810 Singh, is Characterized by hierarchy
As has been Stated

: dis divigeq : " ition-
! Previously, the Imer jg ‘t/tllded 1o grea tradition and little traditio
are practiced throughoyt the coupy : g

ulturg] belief ang value systems t.hat
" COMprises the folk cultural belief®
traditiop, Both Hinduism and Islaﬂ:
patt SCendence, Modernization of 2r¢?

€m of ¢ ange from hierarchy to equality’

Yogendra Sin
Systematic manner,

and ora] traditiong and loca]j ad(;g,ti‘:){l}]n (i:th i
e

¥> Continy;

red to 5

in India featyreq h

olism, hjey
tradition jp both t

hese cageg refe

T inui istoricity and from transcendence to
fro.m ho.lism . indiv;dq:rllllsnl;, Ifrrlct)ilz,cfcc))rlllzlvltflilrlz ttfl:;)rocessté Westernization, there :vlal;s
mhona}lsm S 'antio;l emergence of universal legal system, advancz;emegem
educatlopal mOdemlza an;i transportation, expansion of I'eran centres an : 111110 :
corpx_nun}cat.lon .syste;rillsni larly, in the sphere of little tradition, two forces of change,
pOllthé.ll. ms‘tltuno;lss-lanﬁzation (conversion to Islam) came through. Bt
Sanskitization a'n h analysed change in social structure which he d1v1(.iectih into Iﬁlt:iicc;lo

Further, Singh an }l’l e in macro-structure reiers to the change in the po us,
and nﬁc;?-szu(:ttl;lregrhuec furf;gFor example, the elites in India came from homogeno
industrial and urban ;

-1 dence era saw changes
i er, the post-indepen ;
ar dependence. However, ] vl iy
i tt)rifottl:nso fnuch so that elites started coming from different socio-cultural
in the macro-structure,

i family,
: fers to the change in caste, .
in the micro-structure re 5 iation
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1H . A . 2 e
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 Modemnization of social and economic institutions creates conflicts with traditional
ways of life. For example, trained doctors pose a threat to traditional medicine
men. Similarly, machine-made finished products pose a threat to traditional hand-
made crafts and the livelihood of the artisan communities.

o Most often roles adopted by people are moder but values continue to be traditional.

¢ There is a lack of co-operation among agencies which modernize and among
institutions and systems which are modernized. This often leads to cultural lag as
well as institutional conflicts. :

e Modernization raises the aspiration of people but many times social systems fail
to provide opportunities to them to achieve those aspirations. This creates
frustrations, deprivations and social unrest.

4.2.4 Secularization

Secularization is another important process of social change in the modern Indian context.
Tt refers to the transformation of a society identified with religious values, ideas and
institutions towards non-religious ideas, values and institutions. As societiés progress
and modernize, the people follow values of reason and rationality; while religion, religious
scﬂpmfes and institutions lose their influence on people and their social li’fe 'I%us

secularization isa process where societies lose their religious significance, The sociolo i ’t
Max Weber opined that scientific and technological advancement would wmk lgls’
belief on religion and supernatural powers. Rationality will also N

: ove iti
beliefs and dogmas. Weber called this process the ‘disenchanunehrtpgt“” tl?; S:g;r;fmous

The term ‘secularization’ was first used in Euro

] pe in 1648. It was the
as the process of transferring the Church’s properties to the contro] otEl mllders'tlc‘)l(l)d
British sociologist Bryan Wilson defined secularization as ‘a process whe:;1 erls';;:,riou‘:
reli

thinking, practice and institutions lose social significance’. Similarly, the Austrian-born
. L. p an-

disobedience campaigns
contributed to increased secularizatiop F°lloy ‘?“d politically mobilized the masses, 215

recognised India as a secular state apq maint.au‘-wmg Independence, the Constitution 215

Comparing both Sanskritizat; ned that al] cigs o
secularization is the Zation and secular; citizens are equal before 13

anzation, Srin; )
> TIC INOTe genera py O, STinivas opined that of the tW”
affects only Hindus and tribats, Asp hoces » affecting al) Indians; l:vhil S 1:1°itizatioﬂ
secularization is more markeg amo: I:‘he““"“ed, broadly, it would lfe tans 10 say th?
I 5 rue
Sanskritization among the lower 1 gu c:sutret;:::r:ﬁ educated sections of society 3

—

the Social Sci : a0
ciences, he elaborated that one of the essep, S, Quotmg the Encyclopedta qf

rationalism, a ¢ : :
»acomprehensive CXpression applieg to tal elements of secularizatio” s
various theoret; ticd
retical and prac

L,

tendencies which aim to interpret the universe purely in terms of thought, or which aim
to regulate individual and social life in accordance with the principles of reason and to
eliminate as far as possible or to relegate to the background everything irrational.

The main ingredients of secularization are discussed below:

1. Decline in religiosity: Religion is based on a distinction between the sacred and
the profane in which the term sacred is associated with faith in a mythical or
supernatural power. However, the process of secularization in contrast implies a
gradual decline of religious feelings. In a perfectly secularized society, religious
considerations are replaced by rationalistic considerations. Thus, as the process
of secularization proceeds, the social institutions and individual actions become
increasingly free from the influence of religion.

2. Rationality: With the gradual decline of religious controls, there takes place a
corresponding increase in rationalism in the process of secularization. People
start thinking about the problems of their day-to-day life. Reason takes the place
of faith. Instead of taking everything for granted, people try to find out the cause
of happenings in their individual as well as social life. A tendency towards
establishment of cause and effect relationship becomes increasingly popular.

3. Empiricism and commitment to scientific world views: The process of
secularization results in growth in empiricism and scientific world view. Human
knowledge is based on observation, experimentation and verification. Experience
and experimentation governs the human consciousness. Beliefs, faiths and mythical
orientation are increasingly replaced by the scientific knowledge derived from

empirical observation.

4. Process of differentiation: The growth of empiricism and rationalism necessarily
results in a corresponding differentiation in the social structure. Different aspects
of social life come to be differentiated from each other. Each such aspect, for
example, economic, legal, political and moral sub-systems becomes increasingly
distinct. Each sub-system gets further differentiated which results in increasing
specialization and professionalizaﬁon.

To sum up, it can be said that secularization is a process which brings change in
Je towards things where rationality and reason increasingly influence

f . s .
iiiipaﬁrg;i Oanpzl:iemaﬁons and where religious and superstitious beliefs have less

control on human behaviour.
As stated above, the proc
However, there is a difference

ess of secularization in India started with British contact.
between the Western model of secularization and the

. ization. The Indian experience of secularization is a unique one.
E(:lhan \;vnodel of SZf:lllznm Europe, secularization meant isolating the Church/religion
o e West, 1iefsel;e irol. Thus, the Wester model is without religion. However, the Indian
m public lite/cont: religion. The Indian Constitution mentions in its ‘Preamble’

model of secularization s ch and every religion will be treated by the state

e .. » country where €2 e ..
;l:]a: alltl ;s ;1 ds;::;lta;lre ;OWO% ot be any state religion. The Constitution also defines that

i fess and propagate any religion. It has
Ay the freedom to practice, protess hPre RO
e v el e
of religion i anteed under Article 25 of the Constitution of India. Article 25(1)

eligion is guar morality and health and to the other provisions of this

3 : i dera 1
states, ‘Subject to public or tled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to

P lly enti : ence and the ri
P:;;';:sngg:ggj :;(ei ;?::ag);te religion.”Article 25 (2) says, Nothing in this article shall

affect the operation of any eXisting law or prevent the State from making any law: (a)
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place in his analysis
of caste?
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dominant caste?

4. What is the meaning

of primary
westernization?
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of modernization
related to?
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Regulating or restricting any economic financial, political or other secular activity which
may be associated with religious practice; (b) Providing for social welfare and reform or
the throwing open of Hindu religious institutions of a public character to all classes and
sections of Hindus.’ Thus, this Article in the Constitution of India guarantees that every
person in India shall have the freedom of conscience and shall have the right to profess,

practice and propagate religion, subject to the restrictions that may be imposed by the
state on some grounds.

4.3 S.C.DUBE

Shyama Charan Dube (1922-1996) is arenowned sociologist and anthropologist of India.
Du.be ha'ts.been a mf:mber of the teaching faculty of socjal anthropology and sociology at
universities of India and also abroad. He began his professional career as a lecturer at

Bishop College, Nagpur and Maharashtra. Later, he joined th i
Science in Lucknow University. 3 ¢ Department of Political

While teaching in Lucknow, Dube got his book The K; .
y 3 2 a
influenced by D. N. Majumdar whom he aided in the initj mar published. He was

t}Te journal Eastern Anthropologist. While in contact witl?ll\?lt:j%ler;gzrm]ejﬁgzhc??on 0;
his anthropological readings. He then moved to Osmanja Universit ! Hyd er:) ched
replaced Christoph von Furer-Haimendorf as a reader in the Departn)::enty feSra .

He also later visited the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)a cc)i th°C1ology.
School of Economics. There, he interacted with many academicians onen £ the LonQon
Raymond Firth who assisted him in writing the book on the Indian \;illa ke
brilliant speaker in both, English and Hindi. ge. Dube was a

Dube became famous for his study of the Indian v
: vill mmuni .
applied the structural-functional approach. Dube identified g Rty (0 which he

of the Indian village, but did not regard it as ‘static timelessﬂ:lifiecnli-xiln dfllpendent nature
% geless’,

Contemporary India and its Modery.- ization( 1974)

way he looked at things from different

: Perspect;
commenting on Dube’s personality Pectives.

writes:
Y been on the
move hoth :
he same theme g4 c i Ecographically and inteilectually-
g task of explo; Oncentratmg On a nx soecialtv. he
fing new territory . arrow specialty,
Iy and €xtending the frontier of

Dube has constant]
Rather than harping on t
chose the challengin
knowledge.

Dube (1965) s i
b ) suggested an all-inclusiye frame of refe f
rence for the study 0

ex cultures’ i i
n order to nterpret the Indian SOciety b
eiter. Dube made use of

deductive-positivistic approach rather than induc- tive-inferential approach, based on null
situation, like ‘no change in modern India’ or ‘India’s unchanging villages’.

Dube’s Indian Village (1955) is an important work of the post-1950 period since
it is considered to be the very first work providing a full-length account of the village
social structure. His depiction of the rural social structure and institutions is very lucid
and this work came to be regarded as a source for many other accounts of the rural
society which were studied later. But there were some loopholes in his study as he did
not offer any analytical insights nor did he give any other alternative framework to study
and examine the Indian rural society (Dhanagare, 1993: 53-54).

It was the recognition of the Community Development Programme (CDP) by the
Government of India that enhanced Dube’s interest in rural studies. This demanded a
shift from ‘structure’ to ‘change’ in the Indian villages, which is covered in his other
pioneering work India’s Changing Villages (1958).

S.C. Dube’s chieftheoretical interest is in social structure and change as well as
sociology of economic development. His doctoral dissertation was on The Kamar (1951)
which was a total study of the tribe of Madhya Pradesh. It is a full length monograph on
this tribe of middle India. _

Dube’s Indian Village (1955) deals with total stud){ of village Shamirpet in the
region of Telengana of Andhra Pradesh. His wor.k. prov1df3s a reasonably adequ'fite
introduction to the historical, geographical a1:1d pOl.lthal setting as well as to the social,
economic and religious practices of avillage in India.

According to him, no village in India is completgly autonomous and.indcper{d?nt,
for it is always one unitina wider social system and is a part of an organized political

‘etv. An individual is not the member of a village community alone; he also belongs to
:of;:g religious group or tribe which has a wider territorial spread and comprises

several villages. g
Based on his research, S. C. Dube gave certain indicators of the concept of

They are discussed as follows:

velopment is 2 shift in emphasis from the individual to larger

es, including the poor who constitute the majority.

fication in the strategies of planning and implementation to take

the interface between economic and cultural objectives.

is a redefinition of social goa1§ in tex'ms of the satisfaction of

and improvements in the quality of life.

social progress and to assess emerging

social development.
(a) Social de
collectiviti

(b) Itisa modi
account of

(c) The concept

human needs

(d) The formation of indicators to evaluate

social trends.

e 0 itori i to ensure that growth level is 1
I | f monitoring mechanisms
(e) The setting up

: the outer limits.
: d at no point exceeds
. ;ftaln;b:;;?on of growth-related and other problems and preparedness to
( e antic ffectively.
:ckly and also efie )
handle them quickly entis understood as a creation of ethos in which

; ~ lo )
(¢) Theidea of social develop d rethink the appropriateness and adequacy of

.. e uestion an ; )
itis f_osslgl;;lofgmaﬁo ns and to work towards their restructuring.
existing s

The main works of Dube aré follows:

e The Kamar; Indian Village (1955)
o India’s Changing Villages (1958)
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o Institution Building for Community Development (1968)
Contemporary India and Its Modernization (1974)
Tribal Heritage of India (1977)

Understanding Society (1977)

® Modernization and Development (1988)

¢ Tradition and Development (1990)

e Understanding Change (1990)

o Indian Society (1990)

Along with these, Dube also wrote some books in Hindi, such as Manav evam
Sanskrati, Bhartiya Gram, Vikas ka Samajshasta, and Sankraman ki Peera.

Dube on Indian society

Dube wrote about contemporary Indian society in his bdok Indian Soci .

. . ociety, which was
pub.hshed in 1990. In the book, Dube drew upon different sources to writ;yabout Indian
society ?f ?he pastand present. According to Dube, present Indian society has different
contradictions ﬁ?at seem to be mystifying. It is a society of enormous depravations, but
italso has some islands of prosperity. It is a culture embedded in spirituality, yet, a’t the
same time, the ruling classes, h .
almost unethical. s ave set standards of brazen consumption that seem

Indian society, for Dube, is both continuous, and changing. i
reason for change must be sought in an array of factors. Sil?agr ];:2: ::rlllle\:ﬁith atl:he
been mst_rumental in bringing about little social and cultura] change inI:h 01111 o
oomfmm?ty. :I'he factors of utility, convenience and availability have played o o
role in bringing several new elements into the life of the community In)t,h ? m(?re cr}t}cal
changed conditions and changing atitudes of the people have broge e T Miliet,

e ) u ;
variations. With the changm g economy, in place of their &adiﬁ(ilhsla:::t some important
have started accepting other vocations. Family bonds have be Pations, people

en under stress and are

Looking at the country broadly,

D
These are: ube Suggests three trends in Indijan society.

(a) The regional culture, founded

On . . '
the culture area; the traditions, customs and life-ways of

gan long ago and people
are divinely ordained.

4.4 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

e M.N. Srinivas was a well-known sociologist and social anthropologist. His
contribution to the discipline of sociology is immense havmg done pioneering works
in the field of caste and study of social change in India.

e Srinivas wanted to explore and understand his countrymen not on the basis of
European or American textbooks, not from the point of view of sacred texts, but
from the field experience through observation. For this, he made extensive field
work study of Coorg from 1940-42.

o Srinivas proposed concepts like ‘dominant caste’, ‘Sanskritization’, ‘Westernization’
and ‘secularization’ to understand the realities of inter-caste relations and also to
explain their dynamics.

e Sanskritization is a process of cultural mobility, where the low Hindu caste or
tribe or other group, changes its customs, ritual, ideology and way of life in the
direction of a high and frequently ‘twice-born’ caste.

izationi ietiesi ingly adopt Western cultures

o Westernization is a process whereby societies mcreasmgly. dopt’ . )
Jife-styles, technology, food patten, language, alphabet, religion, ideas, philosophy,
value systems, etc. ‘

o Primary westernization means changes induced by the influence of the West on
Indian traditions. . .

o Initially, Western culture made its impacton peripheral aspects of Indian culture.

It created a sub-cultural pattern Jimited to a very specific group of people within

i ing the early periods of British rule, the
a particular geographical area. Thus, during the early pe:

West’s influence was Jocalized and peripheral.

19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the
* Towards the end of the tarted taking firmroots in the Indian social structure.

rocess of Westernization s Indian socal s
: -ation refers to the transition from a ‘pre-modem’ or ‘traditional’ type of
) Mogetl;ntza:c:?nodem’ society; especially, it is associated with the spread of
society to . petie
education, urbanization and industrialization. ' 3 |
o il Lerner in his book The Passing of Tradition Society (195 8),
) gccorgrmgtﬁza?;:tures of modernization which are core to a modernized
ere arc

. , mobility and bigh participation. N
personality—empatly -mation of a society identified with religious

e sfo I
* Secularization refers o the 85 on-religious ideas, values and institutions.

) . itutions towards B
values, ideas and institv erstused inEm.opein1648.ItwaSthenunderstood

e The term ‘secularization’ Was the Church’s properties t0 the control of rulers.

as the process of transferring S
p. ) . 10 oist Bryan wilson defined secu.lan(.an.m as‘a ’process where
® The British sociolog1s institutions lose social significance’.

- L ice and :
religious thinking, practic® ‘med sociologistand anthropologist of India. Dube

: g:gmna fCharan gurﬂ;; ;2 ;ﬁ;gf ‘he Indian village community to which he applied
ame famous

_functional approach. o .
. the stnfctura.l func omi-independent pature of the Indian vﬂletlfe, bu;;dtlid nlot
rl:;;zlgzzt‘l ft:g:hgr;eless and changeless’. He was of the idea that a particular
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Structural-Functional

Structural-Functional village cannot act as a representative of rural India as a whole since it cannot | 4.7 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES Perspectives
Perspectives represent rural India in its cultural arena. |

* Dube’s Indian Village (1955) is an important work of the post-1950 period since Short-Answer Questions - ' N ~
itis considered to be the very first work providing a full-length account of the . PP . OTES
NOTES _ village social structure. Pre & gth 1. What is Westernization? Examine it bneflyl.ntl;e Indian context.
* Dube’s depiction of the rural social structure and institutions is very lucid and this 2. What are the main ingredients of seculan.zatlon ?
| work came to be regarded as a source for many other accounts of the rural 3. Write a short-note on S.C. Dube’s analysis of Indian villages.
‘ : society which were studied later, B L Answer Questions
ong-
i 4.5 KEY TERMS 1. Analyse in detail the process of Sanskritiza.tion propounded by Srinivas.
: — 2. Discuss the process of modernization and its features.
| * Sanskritization: The process by which a ‘Low’ Hindu caste changes its customs 3. What is secularization? Comparatively analyse the Western and Indian models of
in the direction of a high caste. secularization.
. therpization: The. transformations that have taken place in technology, - ‘
ideologies, values and institutions due to British rule in India 4.8 FURTHER READING
* Norms: Norms are socially accepted rules which peo, i idi :
. ple employ in deciding on ) .y . S
/ their acu;ns. l ploy 4 Abel, Theodore. 1980. The Fi oundations of Sociological Theory. Jaipur: Rawat
/ * Values: People’s beliefs about what the world should be liki t Publications.
/ determine the effect on their actions s called yalyes e, as they have to Abraham. Francis M. and John Henry Morgan. 1985. Sociological Thought. Chennai:
* Secularization: A process of decline in the social influence of religi ' M cmillan Tndia
on. ac . . .
/ gion Aron, Raymond. 1965. Main Currents in Sociological Thought, Vol. I and Il. Middlesex:
4.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR P ; " PenguinE
. Penguin Books. .
ROGRESS Srinivas l\iu;n 2003. Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India. New
1. According to Srinivas, field view meant fieldwork rspecti : i (.)xford.University Press.
knowledge about the different rogions of Indig, scﬁetl;e;:nv;: I:tzlpeheved that . Delhi: 5. Social Change in Modern India. Noida: Orient Blackswan.
. ) 0, . * *
2. The main argument that Srinivas wants to place is that . Desai AR. 1985. India’s Path of Develop |
and book view of the caste system, there js sc fa contlfdry to the theoretical Prakashan.
structure Ope for mobility inside the caste

3. Srinivas defines ‘dominant caste’
and occupies a fairly high position in the hi

4. Primary westernization means changes i
Indian traditions. 8¢S induced by the influence of the West on

5. The process of modernizag

o onisrelated to ;
standard of living, developmeng of civiliza(t)i:)]:ldu

°YD.N. Majumdar

€conomic or political power
erarchy’, P P

Strialization, urbanization, high
and a broadnegs of viewpoint.

Whom he aided in the initial stages of
thropologist.
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